Spring 2009

BANKNOTES
VALLEY FORGE TROUT UNLIMITED

It’s A Big One

Trout fishing guru Gary Borger set to speak at VFTU Trout Show

W

hen it comes to angling experts, Gary Borger is on the
short list of all time greats. He has
been a fly fisher since
1955, and since 1972
has taught classes and
lectured internationally
on all aspects of fly
fishing for trout and
salmon. Gary is Professor Emeritus of Biology at the University of
Wisconsin Campus in
Wausau where he
taught for 28 years
and holds an MS (1968) from Penn
State University and a Ph.D. from the
University of Wisconsin-Madison
(1971).

Gary is the Midwest Field Editor for Fly
Fisherman magazine and Editor at
Large for the Virtual Fly Shop. He has
written five best-selling
books on fly fishing:
“Nymphing,” “Naturals,”
“ The Borger Color System,” “Designing Trout
F l i e s , ”
a n d
“Presentation.” He also
pioneered fly fishing
video instruction with
his
release
of
“Nymphing” in 1982.
Since then, he has produced the environmental video “Where
The Trout Are” and internationally acclaimed videos in the “Skills of Fly Fish(Continued on page 9)
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O

ur annual Trout Show is right
around the corner—save the
date Tuesday March 31, 2009. We
are putting on one special show this
year with a fantastic guest speaker
Gary Borger and some terrific raffle
and silent auction prizes.
Gary is a fly fishing educator, writer
and photographer. He has written five
books that cover the spectrum of fly
fishing:
“Nymphing”,
“Naturals”,
“Designing Trout Flies”,” The Borger
Color System” and “Presentation”. He
has done an award winning video on
the Madison and produced the environmental video “Where The Trout
Are.” Gary will be putting on a very
informative and interesting program.

We also have a wide range of great
prizes such as, a Sage Z Axis rod, Jim
Clark flies, artwork, two one week
stays in West Yellowstone, fishing trips
on local private waters, and all kinds of
quality gear. The odds are good that
you can take home something to start
the new season. Bring your family and
or friends. Take the opportunity to join
VFTU if you are not already a member.
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Points of interest:
• We’ve landed a “big one”
for the Trout Show

• Help stock our local trout
streams

• More good news on
Crabby Creek

• Send a letter to the
governor—now!

• The chapter lost a good
friend—Neil McAloon

***
On the environmental front, I have an
important request for you.
Please
write a letter to Governor Ed Rendell
expressing your concern over Proposed changes in DEP regs regarding
(Continued on page 2)

2008 Bollinger Award
Presented to VFTU for

Best TU Newsletter

NOTES FROM THE PREZ
Fishing Regulation Notice

(Continued from page 1)

sedimentation and erosion controls. Here is the letter I
sent which you can use as a template to voice your concern:
Governor Ed Rendell
225 Main Capitol Building
Harrisburg, PA 17120
Subject: Proposed Changes in DEP regulations
Dear Governor Rendell,
We understand the DEP is considering changes to the state’s
current erosion and sediment control regulations. We find the
review and approval process by the DEP necessary and appropriate to protect water quality. Eliminating the technical
review process by DEP would be a major mistake, there is no
question that the current process is cumbersome and time
consuming and could be improved. However, it is been our
experience that some builders and developers submit plans
that fail to meet the current regulations requiring multiple reviews and resubmissions until the regulations are satisfied.
These plans were submitted by professional engineers. The
process would be more efficient if the design incorporated the
requirements rather than attempt to build in the necessary
stormwater requirements after the fact. The DEP should consider fines or charges if multiple reviews are required.

Valley Forge National Historical Park
Notice: Fishing regulations in Valley Forge National Historical Park for Valley Creek have changed. The new language is as follows:
“Chumming or placing preserved or fresh fish eggs, fish
roe, food, fish parts, chemicals or other foreign substances in freshwaters for the process of feeding or attracting fish in order that they may be taken is prohibited.”
What this says, we are told, is that, “the use of any live
bait in the waterways of Valley Creek [within the confines
of Valley Forge National Historical Park] is prohibited.”
The rest of Valley Creek is subject to PA Fish and Boat
Commission’s “Catch and Release All Tackle” regulation.
No trout may be killed or had in possession.

See the 2009 Pennsylvania Fishing Summary for more...
forests, greenways & trails, heritage parks, historic
sites and resources, fishing and boating areas and
game lands offering recreational and cultural opportunities to Pennsylvanians and visitors.

• We oppose eliminating the technical review process by As a conservation organization the majority of our efforts
DEP under any circumstance.

• We support mandatory buffer zones.
• We support controls on impervious cover
• We support the Commonwealth’s Keystone Principals for
Growth, Investment and Resource Conservation.

are focused in the Valley Creek watershed which contains
a number of historic and recreational sites including Valley
Forge National Historic Park. We are witnessing a decline
in the quality of the waters and as well as increased flooding as we pave over this watershed. We need to improve
our approach to protecting the environment and not put it
at risk if we intend to live up to these principals.

• “Restore And Enhance The Environment. Maintain and Sincerely,
expand our land, air and water protection and conservation programs.

Valley Forge
Trout Unlimited

T

• Conserve and restore

environmentally sensitive
lands and natural areas for
he Valley Forge Chapter of ecological health, biodiverTrout Unlimited is dedicated sity and wildlife habitat.

James W. Nelson
President, Valley Forge Chapter of Trout Unlimited
***

Thanks for your ongoing support and see you at the Trout
Show!

to preserving, protecting, and • Promote development
restoring trout habitat throughout that respects and enhances
Chester County, Pennsylvania.
the state’s natural lands and
Its 715 member and affiliates are
engaged in the fight to preserve
our precious coldwater resources.
All similarly inclined persons are
invited to join.
Refer to the
membership application form
found in the back of this issue of

Banknotes.
WWW.VALLEYFORGETU.ORG

Jim Nelson

resources.”

• “Enhance Recreational
And Heritage Resources.
Maintain and improve recreational and heritage assets and infrastructure
throughout the Commonwealth, including parks &
SPRING 2009
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ENVIRONMENTAL UPDATE
Projects, Progress, and Happenings in the Valley Creek Watershed

O

n Wednesday, January 14, 2009, I walked a
section of Valley Creek with Neil McAloon and
a couple of others, attempting to identify areas for
habitat projects. That evening I was supposed to attend a meeting at Neil’s house. That night the meeting didn’t happen. Neil was rushed to the hospital
where the efforts to save his life failed. We lost a
great member. I lost a good friend. We all lost a tireless advocate for the health of Valley Creek. We
were lucky to have Neil for as long as we did. I miss
him greatly.

An ORVIS Store
All Catalog Items may be ordered through the store

Supporting VFTU
efforts for over
20 years

Fly-Fishing & Tying Equipment
Sporting Gifts & Clothing
Outdoor Books & Art
300 Main Street
Media, PA 19063
610-565-6140

live staking by volunteers to substantial mud sills requiring a contractor to install them.
Remaining on Valley Creek for a while, there are two
items of importance to report regarding the Pennsylvania Turnpike (PTC).

The group of us who walked the stream were on Valley Creek working on the NF&WF grant. We had met
with the Delaware Riverkeeper Network in December
and had listened to their recommendations for projects and project areas in the stream segments we
had them survey. Out of those discussions came a
reduced area to look at for potential projects. We
identified a short list of potential projects. Now that
list has to be refined and presented to the board
members of VFTU and the Open Land Conservancy
for approval. The projects will range in scope from

As you may remember, your Chapter has been working with PA DEP and the PTC on the stormwater
management plans for the Slip Ramp Project at
Route 29. We have been engaged with the turnpike
for many years on this project. It has been nearly
three (3) years since the PTC filed for their stormwater NPDES permit. On Friday, January 30, 2009 that
permit was issued to the PTC. We are reviewing our
options as far as next steps are concerned.
On Tuesday, January 27 the Turnpike Commission
unveiled publicly for the first time, their plans to
widen the 6 miles of Turnpike between the Route 29
Slip Ramps and the Valley forge Interchange. This
meeting was yet another display of an arrogant commission of our government exerting its muscle
against an unsuspecting public. At this meeting, for
the first time, people saw that the PTC is planning to
take a part or in some cases all of their land. There
must be a better way to do this. The plans from my
initial first look are less than satisfactory. There are
large detention ponds variously labeled detention or
evapotranspriration . Cuts were being made for the
widening and then property being taken to grade the
resulting slope. The devil will be in the details. There
were no details provided at this meeting. We are engaged in this project and process on several different
fronts. We are participating in the Turnpike’s Design
(Continued on page 4)
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Environmental Update
(Continued from page 3)

Roundtable. We are also engaged with at least one
community organization (the Great Valley Association) and we are also participating as a member of
the Valley Creek Coalition. I foresee this project being an investment of years. This single project could
be the tipping point for Valley Creek - its continued
life or its death.
On to a lighter subject - Crabby Creek. On Saturday
January 24th the Crabby Creek Celebration Luncheon was held. Approximately 80 dignitaries, volunteers, workers and celebrants came together to proclaim the success of a great project.
As far as the Crabby Creek work is concerned, we
did finish our grant output document, the Methodologies, Assessment and Planning Report and primmer, and the major piece of the grant, the relocation
and restoration of 1300 feet of Crabby Creek. As
time goes on and we watch the new channel, we
realize that this process is not “just do it and see you
later” – this is going to take monitoring and maintenance to make the project successful and sustainable. We have already tweaked things here and
there to keep the flow where it is supposed to be.
The last remaining piece of the William Penn Foundation grant is the design and installation of three
infiltration devices located at street stormwater outfalls in the upper watershed. These devises have
been designed for each of their specific locations to
90%. The work that remains is to complete the designs to “final” and install. The Tredyffrin Township
Public Works Department will install the devices.
We are still working on the National Fish and Wildlife
Foundation grant for habitat improvement on Crabby

Creek. Recently I walked the upper section of
Crabby with John Buzzar, Regional Habitat Biologist
with the PA F&BC. We looked at the vanes we installed which are holding up and functioning well.
We also discussed what should be further done as
well as re-introducing brook trout to the stream. I
need to send him some of our temperature data and
some of the macro invertebrate study results done
by Cabrini College to be sure the stream is suitable.
No matter what Fish & Boat comes back with, we
will continue the habitat work because brown trout
live up there now.
Member, Rich Bauer, has taken the monitoring of
Crabby Creek to a new level. Rich wrote up an executive summary for monitoring the stream flow and
rain fall in the upper Crabby watershed which we
submitted to Excelon Corp. for consideration under
their Cromby Station grant program. But in the
meantime he contacted Dr. Laura Toran of Temple
University and managed to get her interested in his
project – and more. Dr Toran has been observed
with her students measuring depth of substrate and
the movement of the stream bed sediments in the
restoration area. She also provided sensors to measure stream height so that the discharge of the upper
watershed could be calculated.
Crabby Creek Earth Day will be April 18th this year.
(Continued on page 8)
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EDITORS JOURNAL
Help Stock Chester County Trout Streams
2009 PRESEASON STOCKING SCHEDULE
Date Time

Water

Meeting Place

2/18

French Creek & FFO

Ridge Fire Company

12:00

Pickering Creek & DHAL
West Valley Creek & DHAL
2/19

12:00

East Brandywine DHAL

Glenmoore Fire Company

3/18

12:30

French & Pickering Creeks

Ridge Fire Company

3/21

12:00

French Creek

Ridge Fire Company

3/27

12:15

East Brandywine Creek

Glenmoore Fire Company

4/1

12:15

East Brandywine Creek

Route 113 & Eagleview Blvd.
@ McDonalds

2009 IN SEASON STOCKING SCHEDULE
Date Time

Water

Meeting Place

4/6

2:00

East Brandywine Creek

Reeds Road

4/9

12:15

French Creek

Ridge Fire Company

4/14

12:15

French Creek

Ridge Fire Company

Pickering Creek
West Valley Creek
5/1
5/5

11:30
12:15

West Valley Creek
French Creek

Lionville Shopping Center &
McDonalds

I

enjoy fishing for wild trout as much as
anyone, but I sure would be disappointed if the PA Fish & Boat Commission
didn’t stock our local streams each year
with those frisky brooks, browns, and
rainbows. So if you do much trout fishing
in Chester County, WCO Bob Bonney
could use your help on the scheduled
stocking days. That said, we have provided the pre-season and in-season stocking dates. So if you can lend a hand—
come on out and join the bucket brigade.
***
I thought it was just me but last year I
caught more wild brown trout in the East
Brandywine than I could ever remember.
After talking to others who regularly fish
this fine trout stream I don’t think I am
off base. And what is really exciting is
that I caught a few wild fish in just about
every section from Glenmoore down to
Kerr Park. I will do my best to sample
these waters again this year and report
back.

Looking ahead, a Banknotes
reader submitted a neat
story about a day fishing on
the Tully. I will include this
tale in the summer issue.

Tom Prusak

Ridge Fire Company

Pickering Creek
5/8

12:00

East Brandywine Creek &
DHAL

Route 113 & Eagleview Blvd.
@ McDonalds

Pickering Creek DHAL
West Valley Creek DHAL
10/1

12:15

East Brandywine DHAL

Ridge Fire Company

Pickering Creek DHAL
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Environmental Update
(Continued from page 4)

And again this year we are collaborating with a whole
host of folks. Stroud Water Research and Cabrini College are again playing a big part. The Chapter and the
Valley Creek Restoration Partnership are also playing
big roles. We are trying to engage the Tredyffrin EAC,
local residents, Conestoga High School, and others to
join in. If you are interested in getting involved with
this event contact Jim Nelson, Owen Owens or myselfour contact information is inside the back cover of
Banknotes.
There were two items of interest regarding the
Pickering Creek that came up recently. The first was a
stream-side landowner contacting us who was looking
for assistance with some erosion issues along his
stream bank. We met with him twice and passed on
some advise and where he could get some professional help.

PATU 2009 Rivers Conservation
&
Fly Fishing Camp
June 21-26, 2009
Along with the completed *application, the student
must submit an essay explaining why he/she
would like to attend this camp. The selection
committee will choose 32 students based upon the
essay's content, quality, and desire to attend
camp.

*Go to the website www.riverscamp.com
for more information and application.

The other was Senator Dinniman’s efforts on behalf of
securing ”Exceptional Value” status for the Pickering.
The Senator is pursuing this stream upgrade with his
notorious vigor. Thank you for this important effort
Senator Dinniman .
Finally, we will have our workdays beginning again in
March. There are several projects identified on both
Valley Creek and Crabby Creek. Watch for emails as
to where to meet and when. If you are
not receiving emails from me please contact me – the info is on the inside the
back cover. I hope to see each of you
soon.

Valley Creek Workdays
Yes we have monthly workdays!

When?
Saturdays following our General Meetings

Pete Goodman

Where?
Details provided at our general meetings
or contact either Rod Horton or our Prez

Joseph C. Sassa, III
Partner
Audit and Accounting Services

Why?
We are committed to protecting and
preserving Valley Creek - it’s also a great
way to meet your fellow chapter members

1200 Atwater Drive, Suite 225
Malvern, PA 19355
Phone: 610.647.8100
Toll Free: 800.267.9405
Fax: 610.647.8177

Want to Help? - Please Contact
Pete @ 610-827-7619
Rod @ 610-666-6167

malvern@bmc-llp.com
Certified Public Accountants and Consultants

WWW.VALLEYFORGETU.ORG
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MEANDERINGS
M

aybe you saw the daring rescue of a dog that
had fallen through the ice on the Animal
Planet or the nightly news. We had our own daring
rescue of a dog trapped in the frozen waters of
Marsh Creek by our local WCO Bob Bonney. From
what I heard Bob’s efforts were a lot riskier than
the TV version you may have seen. The dog was
saved but Bob has had to take a few days off to
recover. By the way Bob could use a little help with
this years stocking activity. Please give him a hand.
The schedule is included in this issue of Banknotes.
In support of TU’s 50th Anniversary our chapter will
be launching a “Take Care of the Fish” campaign.
You will learn more about this program at the Trout
Show. The campaign embraces those activities and
programs that are at the heart of our mission. They
include Water Quality, Stream Restoration, Education and Stormwater.
We recently received Action Alerts from Delaware
RiverKeeper, Chesapeake Bay Foundation and
Pennsylvania Campaign for Clean Water urging support for a Buffers100 program. And a request to
reject the DEP’s proposed plan to eliminate its review of stormwater plans. Your Board reviewed
these issues and agrees with the recommendations
from these organizations. We would like your individual support and recommend that that you send a
letter to Governor Rendell expressing your support.
Included is a sample letter for your use. Be sure to
include your name and address on this letter .For
additional information on this issue you can go to
the web sites for these organizations.
We hope you and your friends can make this year’s
Trout Show. It is a special evening with Gary Borger
presenting, great raffle prizes and a chance to talk
with old friends. It is major our fund raising event
which supports the many activities of your chapter.

Trout Show
(Continued from page 1)

ing Series.” Gary was also a consultant on Robert
Redford’s movie “A River Runs Through It.”
A lifelong environmentalist, Gary is a founding board
member of the River Alliance of Wisconsin and a long
time member of Trout Unlimited. He is a recipient of
the Ross Allen Merigold Complete Angler Memorial
Award, the Charles K. Fox Rising Trout Award, the
Joan and the Lee Wullf Conservation award. Gary is
currently Executive Vice President of Targus Fly and
Feather, Inc. Do we need to say more? So whether
you are a novice or a
fly fishing addict, you’re
sure to walk away with
a boatload of helpful
tips and information.

Jim Nelson

The Trout Show is our
biggest fundraiser of
the year—so drop by
and enjoy the show
with us.
See you on March 31st!

VFTU Board of Directors

9

SPRING 2009

WWW.VALLEYFORGETU.ORG

IMAGINE

Who Ya Gonna Call?

Trout Fly Fishing
from November to May in
San Martin de los Andes
in
Northern Patagonia
Argentina

If you see a spill or fish kill, call us…
Call any of your officers
or board members
(see the inside back cover of

Banknotes)

The streams and lakes offer many opportunities.
Make ALVAGAR CABIN
your home base Bed & Breakfast
Fly Fishing Packages available
Tailored to your needs

Illegal Fishing & Poaching or
Disturbance of a Waterway:
Notify the PA Fish & Boat Commission

Fish Kills or Illegal Dumping:
Notify the PA Fish & Boat Commission
and
PA Department of
Environmental Protection (DEP)

For more information visit

www.alvagarcabin.com

Contact in the USA:
Daniel & Ana Maria Beninati
610-269-9527

Water Quality & Pollution:
Notify the PA Department of
Environmental Protection (DEP)
***

Pennsylvania Department of
Environmental Protection
Emergencies should be reported immediately
by telephone to the Southeast Regional Office
at 484-250-5900 or by calling
(24 hours a day, 7 days a week)

Pennsylvania Fish and Boat
Commission
Our local WCO, Bob Bonney has requested
emergencies should be reported immediately
to him via his cell phone:
610-637-6398
and to the Southeast Region of the PA F&BC
(8:00AM – 4:00PM weekdays)
717-626-0228

Erosion and Sedimentation Issues:
Notify the Chester County
Conservation District
610-925-4920

Well & Septic Issues:
Notify the Chester County
Health Department
610-344-6225
WWW.VALLEYFORGETU.ORG
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VFTU Officers & Board of Directors
OFFICERS
President
Jim Nelson
424 Vineyard Lane
Downingtown, PA 19335
610-458-5065
jwnelson@comcast..net
Past President (immediate)
Pete Goodman
2194 Valley Hill Road
Malvern, PA 19355
610-827-7619
peteg@bee.net
Vice President, Internal Affairs
Neil Johnson
525 Rack Raymond Road
Downingtown, PA 19335
610-269-7526
rockray1@comcast.net
Vice President, External Affairs
Karl Heine
152 Weedon Court
West Chester, PA 19380
610-363-7238
Secretary
Bob Jones
1323 Spellman Drive
Downingtown, PA 19335
610-466-0108
robertwjones@verizon.net

John Dettrey
113 Woodland Drive
Coatesville, PA 19320
610-857-5727
jdet@comcast.net

Treasurer
Frank Donohoe
17 Amy Lane
Malvern, PA 19355
610-993-9831
fsdonohoe@verizon.net
Environmental Chairman
Jim Leonard
1778 Lenape-Unionville Road
West Chester, PA 19382
610-793-1706
jamesmleonard@hotmail.com
Membership Chairman
Jim Ferrier
204 Jacqueline Drive
West Chester, PA 19382
610-436-4232

BOARD MEMBERS
Joe Armstrong
450 Lucky Hill Road
West Chester, PA 19380
610-436-6080
Rich Bauer
102 Manor Drive
Kennett Square, PA 19348
610-347-0155
bludun@erols.com
Chuck Cutshall
257 Brookmead Road
Wayne, PA 19087
610-687-1354
chucksfootball@yahoo.com

Robin Freisem
1000 Caln Meeting House Rd.
Coatesville, PA 19320
610-466-0341
rfreisem@comcast.net
Fred Gender
1132 King Hill Road
King of Prussia, PA 19406
610-783-0504
fishhead@dejazzd.com
Rod Horton
1037 Shearwater Drive
Audubon, PA 19403
610-666-6167
horton_rl@verizon.net
John Johnson
1085 Harmony Hill Road
Downingtown, PA 19335
610-873-9062
Dave Macaleer
21 Arrowpoint Drive
Glenmoore, PA 19343
610-942-4254
davenlynda@chesco.com
Owen Owens
1403 Carroll Brown Way
West Chester, PA 19382
610-399-1294
IreneOwen@comcast.net

Andy Pancoast
912 Deer Road
Bryn Mawr, PA 19010
610-496-3959
awpancoast@hotmail.com
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Christiana, PA 17509
610-593-2365
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Jim Ferrier
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Tom Prusak
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VFTU
PO Box 1356

West Chester, PA 19380

Valley Forge Trout Unlimited Membership Application
YES! Please begin my one-year membership in Trout Unlimited. I
understand my dues payment entitles me to all regular membership
benefits including a personal membership card and quarterly issues
of Trout magazine. VFTU members also receive our quarterly newsletter Banknotes.
Name

_______________________________________________

Address _______________________________________________
_______________________________________________

Please select membership category:











Special New Member Rate
Regular
Family/Contributor
Sponsor
Conservator
Steward
*Life
*Family Life
Youth
Senior

$17.50
$35
$50
$100
$250
$500
$1000 (no further dues)
$1100 (no further dues
$20
(under 18)
$20
(62 and older)

City

_______________________________________________

State

________ Zip _____________

Phone

_________ - _________ - ______________________

Payment enclosed: $ ________________
Make checks payable to Trout Unlimited

*Email

_____________________________@ ________________

 VISA

*Trout Unlimited does not make email addresses available to outside parties, for any reason, ever. By providing your email address
you help us reduce mailing and printing costs which in turn helps
the environment .
 Enclosed is my employer’s matching contribution gift form. This is
in addition to my membership application and payment.
Trout Unlimited is incorporated as a 501(C)3 non-profit,
educational, charitable organization and all monetary and property donations are tax deductible to the extent allowed by law.
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 MASTERCARD

 AMEX

 DISCOVER

Acct. Num:____________________________________________
Name on Card: _______________________________________
Exp Date: ______/________
Signature: ___________________________________________
To ensure correct New Member Rebate, the VFTU chapter
number is: 290

SPRING 2009

Trout Unlimited
Cut out and mail to: P.O. Box 7400
Woolly Bugger, WV 25438
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2009 VFTU Fly Fishing School
Sunday May 17, 2009
Note: You must supply your own equipment
Questions?
Call Dave Macaleer at (610) 942-4254
or
Ed Penry at (610) 692-6382

Name:
Address:
Phone:

Address:
Phone:

*Must be accompanied by a paying adult

Name:

TOTAL ENCLOSED: $____________

Make check payable to VFTU
and mail application to:

VFTU FFS
P. O. Box 1356
West Chester, PA 19380

E-Mail:

Name:

Number of adults @ $50 each:
________
*Number under age 16 @ $25 each: _______

Refunds made only if cancellation received before May 1st

Zip:

Zip:
E-Mail:

Address:
Phone:

Zip:
E-Mail:

Name:
Address:
Phone:

Zip:
E-Mail:

Please use separate sheet of paper if necessary

VFTU GENERAL MEETINGS
Fairfield Inn—Lionville
Just north of Exton on Rt. 100
General Meetings are held the
2nd Thursday of each month
7:30 PM
September thru May

FAIRFIELD
INN
LIONVILLE
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VFTU MEETING SCHEDULE
March 31st
TROUT SHOW 2009
featuring

Gary Borger

April 9th
Abigail Pattishall
from

Wildlands Conservancy
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