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BANKNOTES
VALLEY FORGE TROUT UNLIMITED

Environmental Matters

L

ate spring going into summer and
especially the month of June have
for the past several years, been problematic environmentally. 2009 was no
different and probably
worse than normal.
We began the period innocently enough with work
days on the National Fish
& Wildlife Foundation
grant on Crabby Creek
habitat improvement. We
had quite a few work days
and our efforts were supported by interns from Valley Forge National Historical Park. The in-stream
work is essentially complete but there
will be planting done this fall. Watch for
further work days in September. Also,

we worked on the National Fish &Wildlife
Foundation grant on Valley Creek. We
reviewed preliminary copies of the Delaware Riverkeeper Network's assessments, made comments,
and requested clarification
and additional information.
The final reports have now
been received and are
available on our web site.
Look for "Valley Creek Fish
Habitat Assessment" and
"Valley
Creek
Large
Woody Debris Assessment" in the reports section of the website. Preliminary discussions on
what projects should be done have been
held and we are looking to firm up those
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Crabby Creek Restoration and Habitat
Improvement
Our major project - the relocation and

In an effort to bring back a native brook
trout population as well as improve the
habitat of both the upper and lower portions of the stream a National Fish and
Wildlife grant was received and 22 fish
habitat structures were built. With habitat structures complete VFTU has received approval to restock this stream
with wild brook trout. In September fifty
wild Brook Trout will introduced into
Crabby with an additional fifty planned
for next year.

Valley Creek Habitat Improvement
The Chapter received a $52,000 National
(Continued on page 2)

11

Points of interest:
•

North on Rt. 100 till you
come to a fork in the road.
“X” marks the spot...

•

Owen uncovers a little
treasure along Crabby
Creek.

•

El Cheapo spouts off with
his latest fish tale

•

General Meetings kick off
with local steelhead expert
Frank Swarner

(Continued on page 3)

restoration of Crabby Creek was completed in the first quarter of 2009.
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Owens Living Waters

NOTES FROM THE PREZ
thought it would be worthwhile to
summarize the many projects and
activities our chapter has worked on
over the past year. It is an impressive
list that helps make a difference in preserving and protecting the local streams
and watersheds in our community. A
special thanks to those of you who able
to lend their support and contribute to
these accomplishments.
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Protecting and Enhancing
Chester County Trout Streams
for more than

30 Years

PREZ NOTES
Annual Report Valley Forge Chapter of Trout Unlimited – September 2008 to September 2009
(Continued from page 1)

Fish & Wildlife Federation Grant for habitat improvement in Valley Creek. We engaged Delaware
Riverkeeper Network to assist us with this grant. They
have surveyed several reaches of Valley Creek and
have recently provided us with their recommendations
for habitat improvements. We will prioritize these recommendations and plan to begin implementation in the
fourth quarter of 2009 or the first quarter of 2010.

Education

Our educational efforts are targeted to include the residents, workers and officials in the Valley Creek watershed; the students in Chester County and our VFTU
members. The long term success, i.e. the ability to implement and sustain efforts across the watershed is
dependent upon educating and engaging the various
stakeholders to become stewards of the streams. Our
efforts with students hopefully provides the next generation of TU members and stewards.

Trout in the Classroom
This is a very exciting and rewarding experience for us
and the students and teachers who support this program. We added a third project this year at Radnor
Middle School and will be adding a fourth school this
fall at the Montgomery School Middle School.

T

he Valley Forge Chapter of
Trout Unlimited is dedicated
to preserving, protecting, and
restoring trout habitat throughout
Chester County, Pennsylvania.
Its 715 member and affiliates are
engaged in the fight to preserve
our precious coldwater resources.
All similarly inclined persons are
invited to join.
Refer to the
membership application form
found in the back of this issue of

Banknotes.

WWW.VALLEYFORGETU.ORG

This year we participated in the Tredyffrin and East
Bradford Days, the local mall’s environmental fair and
Kid’s Fest (which draws about 3000 people.)
We have various displays that we use depending on the
event. All displays speak the mission of VFTU and the
benefits of being a TU member. Other displays feature
Trout in the Classroom and Stormwater problems and
solutions.

Membership

Background

Valley Forge
Trout Unlimited

Exhibits

Member Meetings
We held ten member meetings this year.
Our major event of the year is our Trout Show which
featured Gary Borger as a guest speaker and raised
over $7000 in funds to support chapter activities.
We held our annual Fly Fishing School teaching the basics of fly fishing to adults and children.

Communications
Our quarterly publication, Banknotes, won the Bollinger
Award for the best TU newsletter at the annual national
TU meeting in 2008 and our web page received the
State Council Award last fall.
Preserving and Protecting

Earth Day Celebration

Storm Water Projects

In conjunction with
Cabrini College we conducted our second annual Earth Day Celebration
at
Crabby
Creek Park. The celebration featured water
quality testing demonstrations conducted by
Stroud
Water
Research, a tour of the
restored Crabby Creek,
a nature walk, a Backyard Ecology Display
and events for children.

We have three Best Management Practices (BMP’s) retrofit projects in progress that will modify storm sewer
outfalls, draining residential areas that currently lack
stormwater management. These systems incorporate
rock infiltration trench BMP’s that are designed to capture and infiltrate the first ½ inch of runoff and reduce
peak flows. Implementation is scheduled to begin in
the 4th quarter of 2009 and continue into the 1st quarter of 2011.
In April we launched a Backyard Ecology project with
support from Tredyffrin Township Environmental Action
Committee. We received a grant from the Valley Creek
Trustee council to install rain gardens, rain barrels or
other landscape designs that would reduce run off and
from their property. A grant of $17,675 was received to
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ENVIRONMENTAL UPDATE
Projects, Progress, and Happenings in the Valley Creek Watershed
The bolting has been done on all the manholes looked
at from the railroad to Walnut Lane. This sewer line will
remain an issue for Crabby Creek for was long as they
co-exist.

(Continued from page 1)

decisions and move forward.
Fish Kill Update
But I mentioned problems. If you are not yet aware a
fish kill was discovered on Valley Creek on Memorial Day
weekend by Andy Pancoast. It took a few days for DEP to
determine that the source of the kill was a ruptured fire
suppression line in the PECO facility near the intersection
of Route 252 and Cassat Road. DEP reported somewhere
near 120 dead fish, 70 of which were trout. One of the
dead trout was reported to have been 18 inches long.
The spill went unresolved for approximately 19 hours according to PECO. I think the actual number of fish killed
likely exceeds that reported by DEP. We were contacted
by PECO who apologized for the
incident and offered to help mitigate the problems caused. The
Valley Creek Coalition has had a
very productive meeting with
PECO and have agreed to continue our discussions.
While discussing the fish kill with
Chuck Marshall he told me he
had been contacted by a fisherman who discovered a person
transferring trout he had caught
in Darby Creek to Valley Creek near North Valley Road.
Not only is this action not good for the wild fish in Valley
Creek it is also illegal.
More Funky Stuff
Rich Bauer was out in a rain event on June 18th trying to
get Crabby Creek flow measurements. He noticed that
the stream looked a little in his words "funky". He followed the stream upstream to the second sanitary sewer
manhole above the railroad bridge where he found the
manhole overflowing and rushing into the stream. He
took photos and called me. I sent Rich's photos to Tredyffrin Township and called to report the event directly.
The township had people on site that afternoon but unfortunately there was little that could be done while the
manhole was erupting. The next morning we had a
workday and spent some time in the area of the manhole
and it was still periodically belching sewage into the
stream. I stopped into the township office to see just
what their plan was - short term and long term. Short
term they were grouting the manhole to seal any cracks
and strengthen the concrete around the top. Later, when
the liquid level went down they would bolt down the lid.
3

I was catching up with Pat Appignani, filling him in on
the fish kill details, and he relates the story of confronting his neighbor for pumping his swimming pool out
into the nearest storm sewer. Chlorinated water kills
things that live in water! Even in very low concentrations chlorinated water kills. Pat was also trying to
track down a turf application in Chesterbrook adjacent
to the stream that seemed over applied or exceptionally
strong.
Some Good News
All the news wasn't bad however - it just seemed like it
at times. Bob Bonney gave us a
lead last year that PECO's
Cromby Generating Station
awards grants for local environmental projects. We applied for
funding for equipment to monitor rain fall and flow in the
Crabby Creek sub basin. In
June we were notified of the
award and in July Owen Owens
met with the Cromby Station
folks at the Crabby restoration area and received the
check.
At this year's Crabby Creek Earth Day a new environmental program was launched called Backyard Ecology.
The program seeks interested homeowners to sign up
for a consultation with an arborist and a landscape planner to solicit ideas on how the homeowner might best
reduce stormwater runoff coming from their property.
There is funding to provide token stipends to the professionals for their consultations and some funding to
aid with project design and construction. To date five
consultations have taken place and there are another
five scheduled. It is felt that this program has the best
chance to significantly reduce stormwater runoff in the
Crabby sub basin.
During May and June there was a large amount of
monitoring investigation goring on in the restoration
area of Crabby Creek. Dr. Laura Toran, Department of
Geology, Temple University and her graduate student
along with several others spent days in the restoration
area. In addition to Dr. Toran and her student, she had
enlisted her husband, a good friend from USGS and an-
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OWENS LIVING WATERS
A Word From a Bottle

A

s I lifted another rock and dropped it in the hole
above the deflector I thought to myself, “Nothing
works perfectly.” Almost a year after the Crabby Creek
restoration project was completed, the stream looked
great. Most of the structures were working as designed, but there were a few cavities to be filled.
As I bent over to pick up another rock, I saw the top of
a glass bottle sticking out of the clay. When I pulled it
out I could see it was intact. Placing it up on the bank
where it would not be washed away, I continued working and forgot about it. A few weeks later as I was
walking up the Creek to see what was
happening after a series of downpours,
I saw the bottle just where I left
it. Rain had washed the outside of the
glass clean, and there was George
Washington’s image looking at me!
Lifting the bottle I saw written,
“1732 George Washington 1932.” On
the back was an American eagle. We
had picked up broken glass and other
trash, but nothing like this. “How odd I
s h o u l d f in d t h i s h e r e , ” I r e flected. “Why wasn’t it crushed when
the front end loader was putting in the
deflector?” When I went home I took the bottle along.
Drain the Swamps?
A few days later I went to a Westtown Township meeting, where the supervisors were debating whether or
not to send a letter of support for a Growing Greener
grant application being filed by Westtown School. The
School was planning to create a new wetland to remove nutrients from the water flowing into its pond,
which would not only improve the pond, but also send
cleaner water down into Chester Creek.
Most who commented encouraged the Township to

support the grant application, but one said, “Why do
we need wetlands? Things were better in the 1980’s
when we drained them. A wetland is just a swamp
filled with mosquitoes!”
Immediately I remembered the first brook trout I
caught from a limestone stream in southern Wisconsin
shortly after World War II, and how that creek was
soon ditched to drain the land around it, ditching paid
for by US Department of Agriculture subsidies. Guided
by a vision of using every acre for cropland, no one
thought of the long term consequences. Even today it is hard for us to
see the destructive results of cutting forests and filling wetlands to cover the
land with roads, roofs, and other impervious surfaces.
Look What I Found!
A few days later when I glanced again at
George Washington’s birthday bottle, I
remembered the cartoons Carl Dusinberre did featuring the first president of
the United States looking over our shoulders. Suddenly I could see Carl standing
on the bank of Crabby Creek holding the glass container high in the air and saying, “Look what I

found! Think about Washington!”

General Washington could have followed conventional
European ways of fighting battles, but he saw that his
committed but ill trained volunteers would lose the war
if he did so. Instead he learned from the Native Americans and picked his battles carefully, as he did when he
crossed the Delaware River and defeated the British. George Washington was the kind of leader who
thought hard and straight, and then did what was right
and true as best he could.
When he was elected President, Washington selected a
cabinet of bright, visionary leaders with strongly opposing views. Jefferson and Hamilton did not even want to
be in the same room with each other, let alone work
together.
The President, however, knew that he
needed the insights of both to guide the fledgling nation.
Think
For years Rod Horton has been telling us to think about
evapo-transpiration.
Pennsylvania forests transpire
(Continued on page 8)

WWW.VALLEYFORGETU.ORG

FALL 2009

4

EDITORS JOURNAL
Gordon’s Sports Supply - A True Gem
Editor’s Note: This past weekend my kids, Jim Clark and I
made a stop at Ken Gordon’s shop where he has operated
his outdoors sporting supply business for over 30 years.
It’s one of the last traditional shops—where you can get
the right gear and good info on local fishing and hunting.
Editor: Ken—when did you start out in the outdoor
sporting goods business?
Ken Gordon: We have been here since 1978 – thirtyone years. But before that my brother Bill and I worked
with my dad in his shop. Dad started his business in
Broomall in 1952 and he retired in 1972.
Editor: Did you have your eye on
this location before setting up
shop?
Ken Gordon: Actually, we really
lucked out. The previous owner
rented canoes and sailboats, but
once Marsh Creek Lake State Park
offered these, he felt it was time
to sell. And I really felt this area
needed a bait & tackle store, so
my brother and I bought his inventory and we opened up the
new shop. After about four years
my brother went back to the
Broomall store and I stayed here.

have your son’s Chris and Tom been working here?
Ken Gordon: Chris started working here in 2001 and
Tom started full time in 2003. And over the years I
have always had some sales staff here. But in the beginning we closed up shop at certain times of the year
as we just didn’t have the business.
Editor: So let’s talk fishing. What are some of the
memorable catches that have been brought in—or ones
you’ve heard about?
Ken Gordon: I have had several 40+ inch muskies
show up here. As for bass I have seen several 8
lb’ers that came out of Marsh
Creek Lake. I have heard rumors
of 10 lb’ers. The PA Fish Commission does shocking surveys on
the lake. So all of the info you
would want on Marsh Creek is
available on their website.

Editor:
catches?

Editor:
Back then you didn’t
have the big “box store” competition like you have today. Were there other tackle shops
in the area?
Ken Gordon: In the beginning some other shops were
around. But little by little they closed up. And back
then the only big store you had offering hunting and
fishing gear was K-Mart. And there was no local Cabela's store!
Editor: What has noticeably changed in your business
over the years?
Ken Gordon: Well, I used to stay open late on the
Friday before the opening of small game season. The
guys would be lined up out the door to get their license
and shells. Today, I can close the shop on the evening
before small game like any other day. Also, now the
bulk of my guns sales go to target shooters or to those
looking for home protection. I don’t sell as many 3006’s or similar big game rifles as I did thirty years ago.

Ken Gordon: Well, when the
lake first opened they were
catching monster channel cats. I
would see a couple a week in the
25-30 lb. range. But they aren’t
there now – I guess they got
fished out as this was considered
a real trophy. And that bluegill up on the wall was
caught out of the lake. It was 2 ¼ lbs. – we had it
in an aquarium in the shop for years. For a bluegill it
was really a big fish.
Editor: I know your son Chris caught a real nice
brown trout in the lake. Have you seen other big
Marsh Creek trout?
Ken Gordon: Yes, Chris and others have caught
several trout in the 17-20” range in the lake. It appears they like to hang out in a few locations. Some
of these fish probably come from up the Brandywine.
Editor: You have always been good to VFTU, and
we really appreciate the support.
Ken Gordon: Thanks, I try to help out the local
clubs the best I can. It is hard to help everyone that
has a donation request, but I try to do what I can.

Editor: You have kept it a family business – how long
5
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EL CHEAPO FLY TYER
Strange Season

E

ach trout season is different from every other
one. Even if you fish the exact same streams at
the same times of the year, each year's campaign is
sure to show you something you weren't expecting. This year didn't disappoint. I went out the first
time in mid-April, after the season had been open a few
weeks. I planned to fish the Marshall Road bridge on
the East Branch of the Brandywine, but someone was
already there, so I had Mary drop me off downstream a
little, at the downstream end of the go-cart track. I
was pulling my gear out of the back seat when I heard
some crows hollering behind me, and turned to see
several
of
them routing
an adult bald
eagle from the
bank.
They
passed about
twenty-five
yards
from
me, heading
d o w n stream. This
was as close
as I've ever
been to one of
these birds, and even though I caught a sixteen inch
rainbow on my second cast of the season, this sighting
made my day. That and the fact that I didn't catch another fish. If the guy hadn't been at the upper pool, I
never would have seen the bird.
More Sightings
Even though I didn't see my first eagle until 2001, I'm
now seeing them on a regular basis. Since September
2008, I've had nine sightings of these birds. I saw four
of them migrating, three of them on one lunch break at
Lionville in September. I saw two more flying up the
west bank of the Susquehanna on our way back from a
turkey hunting trip in November, and saw two flying up
from the East Branch in January while we were deer
hunting. Even Ed Penry got to see one of those.
As usual, I took the day after the Fly Fishing School off
to get in some fishing. I generally try to round up one
of the other instructors to go with me, but this year
failed to get a rise out of any of them, so went alone. I
started at the Reed's Road bridge and started catching
fish right away, mostly rainbows. I had six before I
finished fishing the pretty run above the bridge, and

figured I was going to have one of those days. Yep,
sure did.
Didn't see another fish for a quarter
mile. The long flats above the run usually hold lots of
fish, but this year, or at least this day, the flats were
bereft of fish. Over the next three quarters of a mile of
stream, I only caught six more trout, and only missed
about four more. Most years I would have encountered
fish the entire length of this stretch, but not this year.
Family Ties
I started fishing on Sunday mornings with my brother
Joe, exploring other sections of the Brandywine, and
found
that
there
were
quite a few in
places that I
normally don't
fish. I generally catch a lot
more
fish
when I fish by
myself,
but
fishing
with
Joe is always
an
adventure. On one
of these trips, we were fishing farther down the creek
than I usually go. Big water, it was perfect for
nymphing, and I quickly caught two small browns, and
had a dandy rainbow on for one jump. It looked to be
about fifteen inches. A few drifts later, I landed an 11
inch rainbow, and hadn't even gotten to the best looking part of the pool. A long pool, most of the water
was shaded, with the slowing current against the far
bank. One small patch was in the sun, and on one cast
happened to glance at this area and see a large trout,
over twenty inches, come up about halfway to the surface, and then drop down to the bottom again. It
dawned on me that my C.K. was probably close by, and
I raised the rod to find that I was connected to the
fish. For about the next ten seconds anyway. After
thrashing around on the surface, the big brownie decided to let me go.
Walk in the Park
I wandered downstream and told Joe of my luck, and
since he hadn't done nearly as well, we decided to go
down to Kerr Park in Downingtown, and try
there. I had only once before fished this stretch, about
(Continued on page 8)
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Environment
(Continued from page 3)

other friend from the Academy of Natural Science plus
several student helpers. They surveyed and tested all
kinds of eclectic things, none of which I remember specifically except for macro invertebrates and fish. The
aquatic insects were returning to the restored area as
were 15 trout which were mostly residing in the pools (23 per pool). We will provide website links to the research
in a later article.

Prez Notes

Bringing Back the Bookies
The Valley Creek Restoration Partnership has moved forward to re-introduce brook trout into Crabby Creek. This
joint effort between your chapter, West Chester Fish,
Game & Wildlife Association, and PA Fish & Boat Commission will be accomplished in the first half of September.
Fifty brook trout will be electro fished from a local Schuylkill River drainage and placed into upper Crabby Creek.
We are planning to repeat the process again next year.
West Chester Fish, Game & Wildlife is providing their
stocking trailer and aeration device to accomplish the
transfer.
Lastly the Chapter has applied for a
Growing Greener grant to mitigate stormwater runoff coming from the Conestoga
HS practice fields on Irish Rd. The project if approved will dovetail nicely with
Tredyffrin Township's plans to manage
stormwater in the area.

Pete Goodman

Editors Journal
(Continued from page 5)

Editor: So I hear you are finally getting computerized.

(Continued from page 2)

support implementing this project with thirty residents in
the Crabby Creek watershed.
We have submitted for a Growing Greener Grant to implement a Bio-retention system at Conestoga High
School in the Crabby watershed. The recommended system with help control unmanaged runoff from a four
acre practice field.
Our chapter has been working with PA DEP and PA
Turnpike Commission on stormwater plans for a slip
ramp project. This effort has been going on for three
years and was recently approved. Thanks to Pete Goodman (our past president) and PADEP the approved plan
reflects a much better stormwater management effort
than the one originally proposed. The PA DEP sent Pete
a letter expressing their thanks for his efforts in creating
an acceptable plan for stormwater mitigation.

Water Quality
This year we expanded our efforts to monitor water
quality. One of our Board members, Rich Bauer, has
taken the responsibility to develop our approach, defining equipment, testing methods and parameters that
should be used to monitor the health of our streams.
Our initial focus is on Crabby Creek. It is our intention to
expand the program to other locations in Valley Creek.
We currently are monitoring stream temperature at over
30 stations in Valley Creek watershed and chemical and
biological tests are performed by outside agencies and
Stroud on a periodic basis.

Ken Gordon: Yes we are – finally.
It will really help
us in the long run so it will be worth the investment.
And after 31 years it is finally working out for me to buy
the building. Hard to believe but we have been renting
this space all of these years – but I feel it is the right
To support our efforts Temple University and the Patrick
time to buy.
Center at The Philadelphia Academy of Natural Sciences
Editor: This is great news Ken! Especially getting the have volunteered to help support our water quality efshop computerized. Hey – did I tell you that Jim Clark forts. Temple has done a longitudinal profile, sediment
finally has a computer? I got the shock of my life when studies and algae and macro sampling. The Patrick CenI saw his Banknotes article come to me via the informa- ter has done a fish assessment and plans to do yearly
tion superhighway. Now if we can only get Joe Arm- quantitative assessments of the entire ecosystem to
monitor site recovery in Crabby and improvements over
strong to saddle up to a PC….
non-restored areas.

Tom Prusak
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Living Waters
(Continued from page 4)

moisture back into the atmosphere, helping seed summer thunderstorms. When we cut down the trees,
pave the land, and don’t let rain soak into the ground,
rainwater becomes stormwater, pours into the nearest
creek, and rushes away to the ocean.
Human beings are not dumb. We have been thinking
about the consequences of the old ways we built cities
and suburbs, and over the last few decades have made
significant changes.
Change, however, comes
hard. It’s hard to pay attention to realities we once
thought we could ignore. And it is still all too easy to
make deals with the devil, trading long term losses for
land and people for short term gains for ourselves!
Since we started trying to save Valley Creek, how many
times have we heard someone say: “Sounds good, but
it’s impossible--we’ve never done it this way.” The
Rouse Corporation had to build a package plant to get
rid of its sewage, even though a pond and spray irrigation system would work better and cost less. Home
Depot in Exton initially could not consider recharging its
stormwater. Valley Creek Coalition members remember
initial statements, “We can’t recharge rainwater into the
ground under our buildings and parking lots, it’s too
expensive!” After 3 years of negotiation, however, they
agreed to recharge and now model what can be done.

practical. Ample, clean water is necessary for all life. If we do the research,
and then think hard and clearly about
what we find out, step by step we can
get back in balance with the water cycle.

Owen Owens

El Cheapo
(Continued from page 6)

twenty-five years ago, so I just followed Joe around and
checked out the place. After a real nice fish decided to
take off across the creek, keeping his C.K., he told me
that there was a really nice pool upstream. I had never
seen this pool before, so up the creek we went. When
we got there, a fellow and his very young daughter were
already fishing there. As their bobber was only getting
about a third of the way to the good part of the pool, we
decided to wait them out, and fish this place as it should
be fished. Joe fiddled around with a few casts at the tail

Not long ago a meeting was held considering widening
the Pennsylvania Turnpike to six lanes through the
Great Valley. After listening to local residents’ concerns
about the increased volume of stormwater that would
pour off the road, a Turnpike engineer said: “Our job is
to get the water off the road as quickly as possible into
the waterways of the Commonwealth!” For this gentleman, doing things differently than in the past seemed
impossible and undesirable.
New occasions, nonetheless, do teach new duties. Up
and down the Schuylkill, Delaware, and Susquehanna
Rivers industrial and urban development has covered
the land with impervious surfaces. Should we be surprised when people die in floods? Should we be upset
when droughts occur more frequently?
We should be surprised and upset enough to change
our ways. When you and I get complacent, isolated
from reality by worn ideological and moral slogans, a
bottle appears in a creek, and a voice from the past
rings out again: “Look what I found! Think about it!”
Conclusion

while I just watched. All of a sudden, a great gurgling
geyser of water went off right in front of us. The guy
above us says, "Is there a pipe there?" I took a couple
steps upstream to get a better angle, and sure enough,
there was a pipe there, the intake for Downingtown's water plant, as I found out later. Joe mumbled, "That
S.O.B. knew that pipe was there." By that time, we were
laughing so hard we couldn't have fished if the pool was
full of twenty inch brookies, so we left. As we were putting our gear back in the truck, the other duo returned to
their car, the little girl chirping, "It did it again!"
We let them live, and went back up the creek.

Our first president could really think, and we can learn
a lot from him. Watershed revitalization, based on
sound understanding of the water cycle, is possible and
WWW.VALLEYFORGETU.ORG
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Valley Creek Workdays
Yes we have monthly workdays!

When?
Saturdays following our General Meetings

Where?
Details provided at our general meetings
or contact either Rod Horton or our Prez

Why?
We are committed to protecting and
preserving Valley Creek - it’s also a great
way to meet your fellow chapter members

Want to Help? - Please Contact
Pete @ 610-827-7619
Rod @ 610-666-6167

An ORVIS Store
All Catalog Items may be ordered through the store

Supporting VFTU
efforts for over
20 years

Fly-Fishing & Tying Equipment
Sporting Gifts & Clothing
Outdoor Books & Art
300 Main Street
Media, PA 19063
610-565-6140

Prez Notes
(Continued from page 7)

Administration
The chapter by-laws and articles of incorporation were
updated and approved by the membership in June.
A thorough review of existing easements was completed and two new easements implemented along Valley Creek.
The chapter is financially sound thanks to the generous
support of members, friends and local businesses.

Jim Nelson
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IMAGINE

Who Ya Gonna Call?

Trout Fly Fishing
from November to May in
San Martin de los Andes
in
Northern Patagonia
Argentina

If you see a spill or fish kill, call us…
Call any of your officers
or board members
(see the inside back cover of

Banknotes)

The streams and lakes offer many opportunities.
Make ALVAGAR CABIN
your home base Bed & Breakfast
Fly Fishing Packages available
Tailored to your needs

Illegal Fishing & Poaching or
Disturbance of a Waterway:
Notify the PA Fish & Boat Commission

Fish Kills or Illegal Dumping:
Notify the PA Fish & Boat Commission
and
PA Department of
Environmental Protection (DEP)

For more information visit

www.alvagarcabin.com

Contact in the USA:
Daniel & Ana Maria Beninati
610-269-9527

Water Quality & Pollution:
Notify the PA Department of
Environmental Protection (DEP)
***

VFTU GENERAL MEETINGS
Fairfield Inn—Lionville
Just north of Exton on Rt. 100
General Meetings are held the
2nd Thursday of each month
7:30 PM
September thru May

Pennsylvania Department of
Environmental Protection
Emergencies should be reported immediately
by telephone to the Southeast Regional Office
at 484-250-5900 or by calling
(24 hours a day, 7 days a week)

Pennsylvania Fish and Boat
Commission
Our local WCO, Bob Bonney has requested
emergencies should be reported immediately
to him via his cell phone:
610-637-6398
and to the Southeast Region of the PA F&BC
(8:00AM – 4:00PM weekdays)
717-626-0228

Erosion and Sedimentation Issues:
Notify the Chester County
Conservation District
610-925-4920

Well & Septic Issues:
Notify the Chester County
Health Department
610-344-6225
WWW.VALLEYFORGETU.ORG
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VFTU Officers & Board of Directors
OFFICERS
President
Jim Nelson
424 Vineyard Lane
Downingtown, PA 19335
610-458-5065
jwnelson39@comcast.net
Past President (immediate)
Pete Goodman
2194 Valley Hill Road
Malvern, PA 19355
610-827-7619
peteg@bee.net
Vice President, Internal Affairs
Neil Johnson
525 Rack Raymond Road
Downingtown, PA 19335
610-269-7526
rockray1@comcast.net
Vice President, External Affairs
Karl Heine
152 Weedon Court
West Chester, PA 19380
610-363-7238
Secretary
Bob Jones
1323 Spellman Drive
Downingtown, PA 19335
610-466-0108
robertwjones@verizon.net

Andy Pancoast
912 Deer Road
Bryn Mawr, PA 19010
610-496-3959
awpancoast@hotmail.com

John Dettrey
113 Woodland Drive
Coatesville, PA 19320
610-857-5727
jdet@comcast.net

Treasurer
Frank Donohoe
17 Amy Lane
Malvern, PA 19355
610-993-9831
fsdonohoe@verizon.net
Environmental Chairman
Jim Leonard
1778 Lenape-Unionville Road
West Chester, PA 19382
610-793-1706
jamesmleonard@hotmail.com
Membership Chairman
Jim Ferrier
204 Jacqueline Drive
West Chester, PA 19382
610-436-4232

BOARD MEMBERS
Joe Armstrong
450 Lucky Hill Road
West Chester, PA 19380
610-436-6080
Rich Bauer
102 Manor Drive
Kennett Square, PA 19348
610-347-0155
bludun@erols.com
Chuck Cutshall
257 Brookmead Road
Wayne, PA 19087
610-687-1354
chucksfootball@yahoo.com

Robbi Freisem
1000 Caln Meeting House Rd.
Coatesville, PA 19320
610-466-0341
rfreisem@verizon.net

Banknotes
Editor
Tom Prusak
37 Christiana Pike
Christiana, PA 17509
610-593-2365
missey@comcast.net

Fred Gender
210 Elliott Drive
Douglassville, PA 19518
610-385-0989
fishhead@dejazzd.com

Advertising Manager
Charlie Griffen
610-594-0648

Rod Horton
1037 Shearwater Drive
Audubon, PA 19403
610-666-6167
horton_rl@verizon.net

Business Manager
Jim Ferrier
Layout & Graphics

John Johnson
1085 Harmony Hill Road
Downingtown, PA 19335
610-873-9062

Tom Prusak
Artist & Cartoonist
Todd Henderson

Dave Macaleer
21 Arrowpoint Drive
Glenmoore, PA 19343
610-942-4254
davenlynda@chesco.com

TU Websites
www.tu.org
www.valleyforgetu.org
Send changes of
address to:

Owen Owens
1403 Carroll Brown Way
West Chester, PA 19382
610-399-1294
IreneOwen@comcast.net

VFTU
PO Box 1356

West Chester, PA 19380

Valley Forge Trout Unlimited Membership Application
YES! Please begin my one-year membership in Trout Unlimited. I
understand my dues payment entitles me to all regular membership
benefits including a personal membership card and quarterly issues
of Trout magazine. VFTU members also receive our quarterly newsletter Banknotes.
Name

_______________________________________________

Address _______________________________________________
_______________________________________________

Please select membership category:











Special New Member Rate
Regular
Family/Contributor
Sponsor
Conservator
Steward
*Life
*Family Life
Youth
Senior

$17.50
$35
$50
$100
$250
$500
$1000 (no further dues)
$1100 (no further dues
$20
(under 18)
$20
(62 and older)

City

_______________________________________________

State

________ Zip _____________

Phone

_________ - _________ - ______________________

Payment enclosed: $ ________________
Make checks payable to Trout Unlimited

*Email

_____________________________@ ________________

 VISA

*Trout Unlimited does not make email addresses available to outside parties, for any reason, ever. By providing your email address
you help us reduce mailing and printing costs which in turn helps
the environment .
 Enclosed is my employer’s matching contribution gift form. This is
in addition to my membership application and payment.
Trout Unlimited is incorporated as a 501(C)3 non-profit,
educational, charitable organization and all monetary and property donations are tax deductible to the extent allowed by law.
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 MASTERCARD

 AMEX

 DISCOVER

Acct. Num:____________________________________________
Name on Card: _______________________________________
Exp Date: ______/________
Signature: ___________________________________________
To ensure correct New Member Rebate, the VFTU chapter
number is: 290

Trout Unlimited
Cut out and mail to: P.O. Box 7400
Woolly Bugger, WV 25438

WWW.VALLEYFORGETU.ORG

VFTU
PO Box 1356
West Chester, PA 19380
FAIRFIELD
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RT 113

UR !
e
er
Th

VFTU MEETING SCHEDULE
September 10th

Frank Swarner
presents

Salmon River Steelheading

October 8th
TBD

November 12th
George Daniel
TCO Outfitters

National Fly Fishing Champion

Nonprofit Organization
U.S. Postage

PAID
West Chester, PA
Permit No. 74

