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MARSHALLING THE LIGHT
VFTU Co-Founder Receives 2005 Dusinberre Award
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NOTES FROM THE PREZ

I

t seems as though it has been a
long time since I had the opportunity to speak with you.
The Trout Show has come and gone
and you supported the effort generously. It ended up being one of the
most successful shows ever. In every
category this years show was exceptional. For those of you that need
numbers; our entrance ticket sellers
said we had an attendance of 267
(paid and unpaid) we had gross receipts of $9,646.50 and a net of
$7,863.32. And Lefty was great! Can
you imagine going to a venue to do a
casting demonstration and you have
too much rod for the space? No prob-

lem for Lefty – he just used the top
half of the rod. He lulls you with his
drawl as he tells the story, and then
jabs you with the punch line. He is
the real deal! He even left us his “Fly
Casting Principles” and “Aids To Better
Fly Casting” to publish. Look for them
in a future issue of Banknotes.
Chuck Marshall was the winner of this
year’s Dusinberre “Keeper of the
Stream” Award. No one is more deserving. Please read Owen’s article on
all the good things he has done and
continues to do for our environment.
I want to thank all of the members
(Continued on page 2)
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and vendors personally, and publicly thank them for
making the Trout Show such a success. Without
your support of time, dedication, money and merchandise the Show could never have been so successful. The prizes were absolutely incredible this
year. Thank you as well to all that attended and

little for me to do except worry and get in the way.
Thank you one and all.
Our next event, the 2005 Fly Fishing School, will be
history by the time you read this. The school will be
held on May 15th at the Paradise Farm Camp in
Downingtown, PA. The school is again booked solid
with a cancellation list. The school did fill a little
later this year but we still have more students applying than we have space to accommodate. So this is
a warning for those who may be interested in the
future – get your applications in early to assure a
spot. The school is always an interesting mix of
novice and experienced fly-fishers, young and not as
young.
We do not hold regular membership meetings
through the summer. Our last regular meeting for
the season is the second Thursday in May - the 12th.
The regular membership meetings will begin again
on the second Thursday in September the - 8th.

spent so generously. It really is you that we rely on
the most. You keep our bank balance up so that we
can continue to preserve, protect and restore the
cold water resources of Chester County.
Cheers For Our Volunteers
One last comment about the show and then I will
move on. People were congratulating me on the
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We do hold board meetings throughout the year on
a monthly basis. These are held in the one room
schoolhouse next to the East Bradford Township
Building. The location is Frank Road and Copeland
School Road near Route 322 north west of West
Chester. The meetings begin at 7:30 PM and are
open to all members. If you are interested in becoming involved in the chapter, attending these
meetings is a great way to start.
VFTU Needs You
Speaking of getting involved in the chapter; we need
you. Anyone out there that can spare some time to
work with us, I would really like to hear from you.
(Continued on page 4)

C

onservation means development as much as it
does protection. I recognize the right and duty
of this generation to develop and use the natural resources of our land; but I do not recognize the right
to waste them, or to rob, by wasteful use, the generation that comes after us.
—–Theodore Roosevelt
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DUSINBERRE AWARD
(Continued from page 1)

hold a service that begins by putting out all the
lights in the sanctuary. Then in that complete
darkness one candle is lit. That little light is
dim, but it is bright enough to illuminate the
entire church.
In Darkness the Light Shines Bright
Chuck Marshall again and again has sown hope
in the midst of despair. Starting with cofounding the Valley Forge Chapter of Trout
Unlimited in 1976, Chuck has,
so to speak, “Marshalled the
Light!” With skill, persistence,
and humility Chuck again and
again has brought light to bear
on almost every issue the chapter has faced over almost three
decades.
Disciplined research is needed
to bring truth to light. Hired by
the Valley Creek Trustee Council to enhance the
Valley Creek fishery and restore the natural resources in the watershed. Chuck dug into
mountains of professional papers and reports
and drafted a restoration plan for Valley Creek
and its watershed. Chuck administered a special research conference in 2004, Summit I, that
brought together university and agency research to define the problems afflicting the
stream. The report was published and is currently being used to inform and educate both
residents and governmental agencies.
Truth is brought to
light through research, and then
put into action
through planning.
Chuck shaped a
restoration plan/
environmental assessment for Valley Creek and its
watershed for the
two groups in the
Valley Creek Trustee Council, Valley
Forge
National
3

Historic Park and the PA Fish and Boat Commission.
Based on solid research, the plan not only guides use
of the trust fund administered by the Trustee Council,
but also informs work of the Valley Creek Restoration
Partnership.
During the late 1970’s when the Chapter was just getting started, Chuck chaired the VFTU Save Valley Creek
Committee. As we dealt with a cyanide spill that killed
most of the life in Valley Creek and problems with the
landfill, Chuck reached out to other conservation
groups and the League of Women Voters, creating the
Valley Creek Coalition. Over the past 25
years he has played a key role in the
Coalition, working to inform the public
and helping guide the Coalition’s public
interest lawsuits.
Patience and Commitment
Perhaps Chuck’s greatest gifts are patience, kindness, and willingness to do
what is right. Seemingly overwhelming
problems, as droughts and floods on a watershed that
is more than 20% impervious surface, spur Chuck to
find workable plans that will help correct those problems. When questions are raised, and people get anxious and upset, Chuck listens, teaching people to hear
each other and seek out solutions that will move us
forward.
Through his research, planning, organizing, teaching, and dialogue,
for many years Chuck Marshall has
let his light shine. Where there is
despair, he sows seeds of hope.
What a delight to see the Dusinberre Award go to an environmentalist who, indeed, has been

Marshalling the Light.
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ENVIRONMENTAL UPDATE
Conservation and Restoration Efforts in the Valley Creek Watershed

I

t’s still raining.
Spring has been
gorgeous.
The
flowers and the
greening are a renewal to the spirit.

NOTES FROM THE PREZ
(Continued from page 2)

Please give me a call or email me my contact information is inside the back cover.
•

Don’t forget www.ValleyForgeTU.org. Here are
just a few excerpts from the National Trout
Unlimited Annual Report that I found interesting
and poignant.

•

While we fight when forced to, we focus on finding the common ground. (Does this feel familiar?
-Pete)

•

We’re not pitting economic growth against environmental protection; we are creating the environmental conditions for Americans to enjoy
more fully their nation’s natural heritage.

•

We’re mindful that our most important accomplishment is one that we’re still building, day-inand-day-out, in hundreds of communities nationwide: an educated, impassioned constituency
willing to labor on behalf of our streams and rivers.

•

From a bottom line perspective, we spend $110
per member on these and other programs along
with supporting the volunteer work you do in
your local communities. This dollar amount is
more than three times the cost
of a $35 annual membership.

•

This year TU members donated
more than 460,000 hours to restoration projects.

•

The entire report is available on
line at www.tu.org.
Have a great fishing summer.

Pete Goodman

On Saturday, April
9th 2005 twenty or
so members and
friends met in Valley
Forge National Historical Park to repair
the fence enclosures
damaged by the
“Growth of Despair”
previous
weekend
storm flooding and also to repair some of the damage previously done by the hurricanes of last fall.
The fences protect young trees and shrubs in restored riparian areas from deer browsing. This
group of people was amazing. We met at 9:00 AM
and work was underway at 9:05. By 1:00 PM the
initial project of repairing the enclosures erected under the William Penn Grant was completed and we
had moved on to some of the other damaged enclosures. Bob Ballantyne, who worked with us, wrote a
very nice article with photographs that appeared in
the April 29, 2005 edition of the Pennsylvania Outdoor News. I have processed the final reports on
this grant to close it out. Overall, a year later, after
all the work and the
disappointment of
the fences going
down three times
during
storm
events, I was exhilarated to see the
trees and shrubs
starting to leaf out
and the live stakes
too. I would do this
again but I am still
working on a better
way of fencing in a
flood plain.
The
final report, Riparian
Buffer Restoration
(Continued on page 8)
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EDITORS JOURNAL
A SPRING TO REMEMBER
There’s no such thing as a “Perfect Spring,” but it was darn close...

L

et me start by saying I never intended for
Summer Banknotes to be so late. I was in
good shape and only days from sending it to the
printer when Karen told me she was having trouble
logging on to the computer. It was late into the
evening and I was heading north the
next morning for a few days on the
Delaware, so I told her that I would fix
it when I returned. “And you know” I
added, “I need to finish Banknotes
when I return.” Well, after several
calls with Dell Support it was diagnosed
as a major hardware problem. It took
four weeks to get me up and running
again, but I had already lost all my
work for this issue. It was one of
those times I didn’t have a backup—I
guess I was too busy dreaming about
those risers on the upper Delaware.

of my time on the water is an hour or so here and
forty-five minutes there. So it’s fish a hole or two
and back to work.

It’s been years since I hit a good olive hatch on Valley. The last time was pure luck as I remember
spending a cold, wet morning on the Brandywine
and getting skunked. Rather than pack it in, I drove
over to Valley and found the trout keyed in on the
little BWO’s. This was probably five or six years ago.
Since then my fishing patterns have changed. Much

Another Great Local Trout Stream

I was so pleased to see olives in several sizes this
Spring—and wild browns in several sizes feeding on
them. And I found fish throughout the
Valley Creek watershed.
I was on
stretch of Little Valley (this time during a
caddis and crane fly hatch) which I
would previously describe as the “dead
sea.” In less than an hour, I caught
more fish than I could imagine were in
this short section of water. I mentioned
this to Ken Van Gilder and he came back
with the same glowing report. I had a
similar incident on big Valley.

But back to the olives—cool overcast
days were best, and this we were
blessed with many “olive days.” When
Hey, maybe Jim Clark has it
“Might be the big one…”
the hatches were heavy, I found nice
right.
When his typewriter
fish on the surface. The hatch was spotty. One pool
crashes he just prays it doesn’t crush his big toe on
would have flies, but go a hundred yards in either
the way down. Ouch!
direction and you may be lucky to see a handful of
bugs.
Hatches and Rises

The East Branch of the Brandywine just keeps getting better and better. I’m not sure if it’s the good
water levels and temps we have seen the past few
years, but this is one fantastic fishery. For the first
time, I caught wild browns below the delayed harvest section. I even caught one in Kerr Park. But
even more exciting to me is this stream and one of
it’s tributaries rewarded me with my first Chester
County wild brookies!
I was really excited and
mentioned my good fortune to Jim Clark and Jim
(Continued on page 10)
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TRIPS & TIPS
Alternatives

I

nterested in getting away for a few days of fly
fishing but not interested in booking a trip with
an outfitter or making all the arrangements yourself?
Don’t feel you know enough about an area to set up
a trip on your own? An alternative is to attend a
program offered through an educational program
such as Elderhostel or the YMCA. These programs
are complete packages including room, meals, instructions and on the stream fishing at quite reasonable rates.
Birthplace of American Fly Fishing
Last year a friend and I partook of the Elderhostel
program, Fly Fishing: A Catskill Tradition run by the
Frost Valley YMCA at their Straus Center near Claryville, NY. The course offered an introduction to fly
fishing for trout as well as daily fishing trips to some
of the famous trout streams in the Catskills. Instructions are given by qualified instructors and the fishing trips are guided by people with knowledge of the
streams. Some history of the Catskill fly fishing tradition and a visit to the Catskill Fly Fishing Museum
near Roscoe are also of the program. There were
twenty people in the program who ranged from beginners to intermediate anglers. Several couples
were part of the group of participants. For the fishing trips the center provided vans with a guide for
each. The vans went to the same streams but different areas to prevent crowding. Each day a different stream was fished. At all of the streams we
were able to spread out so that we all had adequate
areas to fish. There was little pressure from other
fishermen at any of the sites.
Al and I have both fly fished for many years, just not
very often, and having recently retired felt we would

benefit from some personalized instructions. The
program scheduled instructions in the morning and
early afternoon followed by a field trip to one of the
Catskill streams. Judging by our ability to catch trout
during the week, we were both happy with the results of the instructions. The accommodations, food
and help provided during the week were more then
satisfactory. The people at the Straus Center did
everything possible to make the week enjoyable.
Good Selection
In addition to the Elderhostel programs Frost Valley
also offers fly fishing programs on their own. This
year they are offering three Elderhostel programs
and six of their own programs. Two of their programs are five days, the other four are long weekends. Their week long programs focus on fishing and
offer minimal instruction. Some of the trout streams
fished are the Beaverkill, the Willowemoc, the
Esopus, the Upper Delaware and the Neversink. For
additional information on Frost Valley Fly Fishing
contact them at timeaway@frostvalley.org or
lblack@frostvalley.org. Unfortunately their web site,
www.frostvalley.org, is not overly informative about
their fly fishing programs. The cost of this year’s
five day programs at the Frost Valley Straus Center
range from $599 to $650.
This year Al and I have booked Frost Valley’s Around
the World Fly Fishing program in May. This program
has minimal instructions and focuses on fishing a
different stream each day. We are looking forward
to meeting more trout on a personalized basis and
trading stories with other fly fishermen.
Elderhostel (www.elderhostel.org) is an educational
travel organization for adults 55 and over. One area
they offer is fly fishing. The programs normally run
five or six days in length and include lodging and
meals. This year they are offering programs at the
following locations: Lees Ferry in Arizona, Florida,
Georgia, West Virginia, Colorado, and New York as
well as in Canada in Newfoundland/Labrador and
Alberta. The Alberta program, located in the Crowsnest Pass area, reads like a winner. More details
(Continued on page 7)
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Increased Dam Releases
Expected to Improve Lehigh
River Trout Fishery

Valley Creek Workdays
Just a reminder that monthly workdays start
up again in September.
When
Saturdays following our General Meetings
(2nd Saturday of each month)
Where
Meet at East Whiteland Township Park on Rt.
29 at 8:30 AM
Why
We are committed to protecting and preserving Valley Creek - it’s also a great way to get
out and meet other chapter members

B

eginning this summer, The U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers will triple the number of days it releases water from the Francis E. Walter Dam into
the scenic Lehigh River. In addition to enhancing
the whitewater recreational activities on the river
one of the objectives is to improve the trout habitat
in the watershed. The Lehigh River below the dam
is currently a good trout fishery, and many sections
of the river hold wild trout. In fact several tributaries—Hickory Run, Mud Run, Stony, to name a few
are excellent wild streams.
Some of the new flow management requirements
include:
•

Raising the water level in the dam beginning the
first weekend of the PA trout season (mid-April)

•

Limit pool fluctuation between 1330 ft. and 1335
ft. between May and October

•

Increase Target Minimum Flow to 250 cfs between May and September for the benefit of
downstream fisheries

•

However, if the target release cannot be met
due to limited pool, the minimum target flow
would be reduced to 200 cfs until pool returns.

Want to Help? Call Rod Horton 610-666-6167

Alternatives
(Continued from page 6)

are available on their web site.
For those interested in searching the Internet, they
will find additional programs similar the those described above. One I found in Pennsylvania is The
2005 Kinzua Fly Fishing School offered by the University of Pittsburgh at Bradford, PA. They offer two
and three day sessions in May. The three day session lists Joe Humphreys as one of the instructors.
Information can be found at their web site
http://pittsburgh.about.com/cs/adventurecamps/.

The PA Fish & Boat Commission has publicly stated
“It anticipates the overall trout habitat including wild
trout spawning success will be significantly enhanced with the implementation of the new flow
requirements.“
This is good news for a great Pocono fishery!

Ausable River Packages

Tom Prusak

Another web “discovery” is The Hungry Trout Motor
Lodge, Whiteface NY www.hungrytrout.com/site/, in
the Adirondacks. The packages they offer are a $97/
person daily midweek trip which includes one night
lodging, dinner and breakfast and full use of the Hungry Trout DREAM MILE on the Ausable river. The
second package is $229/person for two nights (Friday
and Saturday) with two dinners and breakfasts and
river access. Good luck with your trips and may your

line always be tight to big trout.
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ENVIRONMENTAL UPDATE
(Continued from page 4)

in Valley Forge National Historical Park: A Restoration Primer, is available on our website,
www.ValleyForgeTU.org. I have a strong sense of
ownership in this project.
We are well into our William Penn Foundation grant
for an assessment of Crabby Creek. The technical
advisory committee did a stream walk with LandStudies, Inc. our contractor/consultant on the project. The group was small and very interested in
what Mark and Ward from LandStudies, Inc. had to
say about their work to date. It was a very educational experience for me to walk a stream and have
the cause and effect relationships explained as we
came upon their evidence and could see it. The
grant is to be completed at the end of June and the
LandStudies, Inc. folks are trying to meet that date.
We did partner with the Chester County Conservation District in the application for a Growing Greener
Grant for the next phase of work on Crabby Creek.
This was for the design and permitting of a stream
restoration plan in the middle section of the stream
between Route 252 upstream to the railroad tunnel.
Chotty Sprenkle worked closely with LandStudies,
Inc. and did the lion’s share of the work on the grant
application. Thanks Chotty.
The National Fish and Wildlife Foundation grant to
retrofit a retention basin is progressing slowly. The
initial basin had too little soil over the bedrock to
proceed with the original concept plans. There will
be some modifications made to this basin but they
involve mostly re-vegetating with some outlet

structure modifications. A second basin is being
looked at for enhancements there.
We received an Embrace-A-Stream grant for the purchasing of in-stream temperature monitors. The
crush of spring activity has had this project on a
back burner for the moment.
Recently I sent a letter to the Pennsylvania Turnpike
Commission with a copy of the Valley Creek Settlement Agreement enclosed. This was in regard to
the Route 29 Slip Ramp project. The letter reminded the Commission of the provisions of the Settlement Agreement. There are three mandatory
components of stormwater management in the Settlement Agreement:
1. Infiltration
2. Volume and Rate
3. Quality.

The following is the email response to questions I
had regarding stormwater management and I quote,
“Stormwater will be directed to the Atwater Development quarry lake after it is detained and sediments
removed.” It was this response that prompted my
letter. The lake is full. Any inflow will equal outflow.
Impervious surfaces are the problem and the runoff
must be infiltrated.
Good News From Yellowstone
Yellowstone [Park] riparian areas are returning due
to wolves? The following came to me from my
friend and fellow VFTU member Brian Young following a PBS television show on WHYY, “Strange Days
on Planet Earth.”
(Continued on page 9)
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Environmental Update
(Continued from page 8)

Yellowstone and habitat changes. The park was
experiencing a loss of streamside Willow brush and
upland Aspens. The loss of the willows resulted in
steam bank erosion, sedimentation, etc (sound familiar?). The banks were totally denuded and left
unprotected. The changes in the stream bank also
contributed to a decline in beavers, songbirds and
though trout were not mentioned, I am sure they
were affected as well. For years, scientists were
baffled as to why this change was happening; that
is until wolves were reintroduced to the ecosystem.
Once wolves began to kill deer and elk, the willows
and aspens came back. The wolves also drove the
browsers out of certain areas as well as reducing
their numbers. The results were amazing. How
about a few wolves for Valley Creek?
The Ivory Billed Woodpecker Is Not Extinct!
WASHINGTON (Reuters) Excerpts -- The ivorybilled woodpecker, long feared extinct, has been
rediscovered in a remote part of Arkansas some 60
years after the last confirmed U.S. sighting, bird
experts said Thursday, April 28, 2005.
"The ivory-billed woodpecker (Campephilus principalis), long suspected to be extinct, has been rediscovered in the 'Big Woods' region of eastern Arkansas," researchers wrote in the journal Science in an
article hastily prepared for release." Visual encounters during 2004 and 2005, and analysis of a video
clip from April 2004, confirm the existence of at
least one male." "This is huge. Just huge," said
Frank Gill, senior ornithologist at the Audubon Society. "It is kind of like finding Elvis." Gill said there
is little doubt the sightings are genuine. The experts were expected to display some of the evidence at a news conference at
the Department of the Interior
later Thursday.

Who Ya Gonna Call?
If you see a spill or fish kill call us…Call any
of your officers or board members.
Our numbers are listed inside the back cover
of Banknotes.

Fish Kills, Illegal Fishing & Poaching:
PA Fish & Boat Commission,
Regional Law Enforcement Manager, Southeast,
Jeffery S. Bridi:
717-626-0228

Water Quality & Pollution:
PA Department of Environmental Protection
(DEP)
Office Hours (8:00am to 4:30 pm), call
484-250-5991
After hours emergencies, call 484-250-5900
Two other ways to file a complaint:
1. 1-866-255-5158 the new DEP toll-free citizen complaint line - Hit #1 - the call is
then directed to 484-250-5991
2. www.dep.state.pa.uscomplaint_form.htm

Erosion and Sedimentation Issues:
Chester County Conservation District:
610-696-5126

"The ivory-billed woodpecker is
one of six North American bird
species suspected or known to have gone extinct
2005
since 1880," wrote the researchers, led by John CLEAN
Fitzpatrick of the Cornell University Laboratory of STREAMS
Ornithology in New York.
RAFFLE!
Pete Goodman

Well & Septic Issues:
Chester County Health Department
610-344-6225

Dave Whitlock

Join us in an active way. Call me or email me – my contact info is on the back cover. It needs to be more than
a few others and me. You are part of the solution.
9
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EDITORS JOURNAL
(Continued from page 5)

Lowe—they were not surprised. Also, if you spent
any time on the East Branch of the Brandywine this
Spring you may have seen a few muskies. I talked to
several anglers who ran into them, and then I had my
own close encounter. I was fishing not far from Kerr
Park when a 30+ incher casually swam past me and
positioned himself at the tail of the pool. These fish
may have come out of the Marsh Creek dam spillway
during one of our high water events.

so upset. So I suggested we head up the hill. Within
a few minutes he was OK, and then he couldn't stop
bragging about his prize catch. A few weeks later, he
caught his next trout and calmly told me, “Daddy, it’s
too big so you put him back.” Tommy and Jill touched
the brookie and we let him go. Now
that’s a Spring to remember!

Karl Heine recently found a fly rod
and reel on the stream. If you our
someone you know lost this setup
and can describe the equipment and
location, please call Karl at
610-363-7238.

A West Branch Beauty

Since we are talking about brookies, I had another bit
Tom Prusak
of luck on the West Branch of the Delaware. I caught
a beautiful 16” brookie during the Hendrickson hatch.
I looked it over really good to see if it had any signs
which scream “hatchery”—but I would bet good Correction:
money this was a wild fish. We have run into a few
ood friend Jim Clark informed me of a correcbrookies in the past, but these were the nine-inchers
tion to his Spring ‘05 Banknotes article “The
you would expect to catch. This is by far the largest
Perfect Storm.” The book “A Dictionary of Trout
wild brookie I have taken in Pennsylvania.
Flies for Sea-Trout & Grayling” by A. Courtney Williams was originally printed in 1949.

G

TP

Fly the Flag
But the highlight for me this Spring was fishing with
my kids. Tommy caught his first two trout this year—
a rainbow and a brookie. It’s hard to predict a child’s
reaction to any new experience, but I was expecting
to see his face light up when he hooked his first trout.
Well, the rainbow jumped and Tommy screamed,
“Too big Daddy, put it back! too big!” I helped him
land the fish and tried to calm him down, but he was
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WWW.VALLEYFORGETU.ORG

VFTU GENERAL MEETINGS
Fairfield Inn on Rt 100
Just north of Exton
General Meetings are held the
2nd Thursday of each month
7:30 PM
September thru May

CALENDAR
OF EVENTS
September 8th
Gary Mauz —Stripers

and Smallmouths
on the Delaware

October 13th

Chaz Macdonald—Wild
Trout and the
Role of PA Council of TU
November 10th

CLEAN STREAMS
RAFFLE DRAWING!

VFTU
PO Box 1356
West Chester, PA 19380

