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THE GREAT ONE RETURNS
The “American Idol“ of Fly Fishing Headlines Trout Show

H

e has literally transformed the world
of sportfishing.

A lifelong passion for the great outdoors
led Bernard “Lefty” Kreh to a highly successful career as a journalist, author, photographer, angling instructor, and conservationist. If it swims and
can be duped into taking a fly, you can be
sure Lefty has all the
angles covered.
This is Lefty’s third visit
to the Trout Show and
as usual you can count
on an informative and
fun filled evening. He is
recognized and respected around the
globe for his many contributions to freshwater

and saltwater fishing. His list awards and
records is impressive. Lefty has even been
honored by the United States Postal Service. In 1991, his sleek and highly effective Lefty’s Deceiver was included the
stamp series “Fishing
Flies.” Lefty is a true
giant in the eyes of the
fishing world.
And
friends, that’s no fish
story!
Lefty is also one of the

Lefty Kreh

Carl Dusinberre ‘96

nicest guys you could
ever meet on or off the
stream. He may be a
master angler, but he is
also down to earth and
truly enjoys sharing his
vast knowledge o fly fishing with beginners and
(Continued on page 4)
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I never really start out with an idea, but somehow something always happens or just falls
onto the computer screen. Perhaps it is because my magic fingers type so slowly that as
the ideas are laying out, I have plenty of time
to think where I am going. The piece writes
itself.
The Valley Forge Chapter of Trout Unlimited is
and has been an active and progressive chapter
throughout its history. We have had the benefit
of great people who have had wide and varying
experiences and who have remained involved in
the chapter. Founders, past chapter presidents,
long time members are still active and act to
guide the chapter’s direction. Although this
legacy is important and should never be underestimated, the chapter also needs to have new
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NOTES FROM THE PREZ
his article, the writing of it, is a fascination
for me.

Inside this issue:

members become active. New members bring
new skills and energy to the chapter. It seems,
at times, it is difficult to attract new active
members.
At the annual TROUT SHOW, our chapter’s largest fundraiser, we offer a raffle exclusively for
new members who enroll in the chapter at the
show. The raffle prize is a new, very high quality fly rod that is donated by Tom and Alice
Forwood at Eyler’s, Inc. in Bryn Mawr. This
year the rod is an 8’-0”, 3-weight, IM6,
Winston. It is a beautiful rod, and I am envious
that only new members have the opportunity to
win it. This is the best deal going. For the cost
of joining the Valley Forge Chapter of Trout
Unlimited, you are automatically entered into
the raffle for the rod. Usually we enroll 20 to
30 new members at the show. That means a
(Continued on page 2)

• Valley Creek Restoration

Partnership awarded grant
for Crabby Creek
• Check out our new, cool

website!
• Submit your application for

the Fly Fishing School
today!

NOTES FROM THE PREZ
(Continued from page 1)

new member has somewhere around a 1 in 20 to a 1 in 30 chance
to win this beautiful rod.
A Few Good Reasons to Join
But don’t join the chapter just to win the rod. Join the chapter to
give us a hand at improving the fishing in the local area. We are
really a conservation and environmental organization that likes to
fish. If VFTU and other groups don’t continue to pursue good clean
water for our streams, good local trout fishing could become a thing
of the past. That may sound alarmist but it is the truth. Help us
protect, preserve, and restore our local cold water streams. We
need what you bring to our organization.

riparian areas along Valley Creek in the past several months. The
workdays are scheduled for the Saturday after our regular meeting
date – the upcoming dates are March 12th, April 9th, and May 14th.
So there you have it. We need your support in a
myriad of different ways, everything from computer
support, to picking up trash, to going in over your
hip boots, to pull out a debris dam causing erosion.
Oh yes, and by the way don’t forget the Fly Fishing
School coming up in May. The school always fills to
capacity quickly, so if you know someone that is
interested, get them to sign up as soon as possible
Dreaming of fish…
to assure their spot.

While I am on the TROUT SHOW, this year we will feature as our
guest presenter the famous Lefty Kreh. We have had Lefty present
at the TROUT SHOW two times before, and his shows are always
hilarious. This year he will give a presentation titled “Why We Fish.”
Lefty will also do a casting demonstration. If you have never seen
Lefty cast, you had better come early just so you don’t miss it.

Pete Goodman

THE EVENING RISE
SPRING ORVIS DAY
with

JOE HUMPHREYS
Saturday March 19th
10am to 5pm

There are lots of other
things that will be going
on at the TROUT
SHOW. There will be
lots of bucket raffles,
special raffles for high
quality equipment, merchandise and artwork.
We will be selling TU
l og o
m e r ch an d is e .
There will be a lot of
people there to talk about fishing. After all, opening day of trout
season in Pennsylvania will only be a couple of weeks away.

Casting Class & Seminar
Fly Tying Demonstrations
Clinics
Book Signing
Other guests include:
Cumberland Valleys Own Fly
Tier and Innovator

Bill Skilton
&
Doug Bear from ORVIS

Two other things that we have going on, have drawn in a few members to the active role.

Food, Refreshments
Special Raffles & Door Prizes

Web Site & Workdays
We are continuing our website development. This is being done
primarily by two chapter members who volunteered to take on the
task. There is a committee
of board members that are
Valley Forge
participating led by our secTrout Unlimited
retary, Bob Jones, but Jeff
Brown and Judy Panetta are
he Valley Forge Chapter of
performing the lion’s share
Trout Unlimited is dediof the work. We are targetcated to preserving, protecting,
ing having the website up
and restoring trout habitat
and running for the TROUT
throughout Chester County,
SHOW. A website demonPennsylvania.
stration will be performed
there.
Its 667 member and affiliates
The other thing we have
are engaged in the fight to prebeen doing is having
serve our precious coldwater
monthly workdays. These
resources. All similarly inclined
have been announced at
persons are invited to join. Rethe regular chapter memfer to the membership applicabership meetings and
tion
form
through an email listing.
found in the
Although the numbers have
back of this
not been overwhelming as
far as turnout, we have
issue
of
accomplished some good
Banknotes.
work in cleaning up the

T
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BACKCASTS
The Silent Handoff

S

ome time in the early 1930’s, a young man from Williamsday might have been useful to a young man trying to make his
port, Pennsylvania stood waist deep in Pine Creek, a large
way in the world. He found an empty page and with bold blue
productive freestone stream which flows south through the
pen he wrote:
mountains of the north central region of the State. He bent down
“(May 16) Adams (Dry) #14 Took 5 Trout Pine Creek
over a box of trout flies straining to see in the waning twilight of
Adams Wet. 2 Trout.”
a mid-May evening. The stream in front of him was alive with
activity. Mayfly duns were emerging and spent spinners were
On another page he wrote:
dropping on to the water surface. Swarms of caddis and midges
“Notes on Trout. Adams is number one.”
moved about over the water being chased by Bank, Barn and
Tree swallows. Just within casting distance,
He placed the booklet back in a pocket of his
brown trout rose and took in the naturals. A
fishing vest and drove home. That booklet
dozen rise forms were lined up along the gentle
stayed with him in his fishing vest until his
rip separating a slow eddy in front from a faster
death.
current that moved water through the pool. The
Archie H. Paulhamus died on December 27,
man found the fly he was looking for, tied it to a
1972 at the age of 65.
Archie and his wife
catgut leader and he began to cast using his
Mildred
had
been
visiting
their
daughter’s family
split bamboo fly rod. His equipment was not
for the Christmas holidays. The holiday had
fancy, but he knew how to use it. The fly
been a happy one. One filled with the ramlanded about a yard above where one of the
bunctious antics of six grandchildren ranging
trout was feeding and drifted silently down to
between 5 and 17 years of age, the giving of
the trout. His timing was perfect, the drift was
gifts and long meals filled with happy conversagood and the trout gently sipped in the fly. The
tion. His death came in the early afternoon at
fisherman struck back on a hefty brown trout.
what had been an extremely happy moment.
Responding to the hook, the fish ran upstream,
He sat at the kitchen table with a bowl of poprocketed into the air and then made a hard run
corn. On the television a very funny Jerry Lewis
into the depths of the eddy. The man skillfully
movie was in progress. Archie’s 12-year-old
turned the fish and after a fight, the 17-inch wild
grandson sat on the couch in the den nearby.
brown trout came to his net. This fish was
The rest of the family was scattered about the
Archie H. Paulhamus
placed into his wicker creel along with two other
house.
A very funny scene had just taken
trout. As the evening grew into darkness, into
place
on
the
TV
and
they
sat chuckling. A moment later, the
the time when the ears surpass the eyes, the man hooked and
grandson noticed that his grandfather had stood up and placed
landed four more sizable trout.
his hand near his chest. He had an odd look on his face. The
The Journal
grandson was about to say something, when Archie was struck
down. He fell as though a rug had been pulled from beneath
Leaving the stream, using what light there was, he climbed the
him, crashing to the ground like a great tree. The boy yelled and
bank and walked across a brushy pasture to his automobile
the family came to help. In the final minutes, waiting for the amparked along the roadway. After removing his fishing gear, the
bulance to arrive, Archie’s wife Mildred held his head and his
man sat behind the steering wheel and reached into his fishing
hands and spoke softly to him.
vest producing a small black leather bound 1914 calendar book.
The leather cover was embossed with an image of an Indian chief
In this way, the life of my grandfather ended. Archie H. Paulhadressed in a war bonnet. On the back cover was a quill of five
mus was a lifelong Pennsylvanian, Outdoorsman, Hunter, Fisherarrows, two ceremonial war shields and two rows of beads. The
man, Wire Mill worker, Husband, Father and Grandfather. Archie
little booklet contained a wealth of practical information such as
Paulhamus was a 10th generation American. His ancestor Johanpostage rates and conversion factors, information which in that
nes Theodorus Polhemius settled in the Dutch colony of New Amsterdam (the present day New York) in the year 1654, and served
at the time as the first minister of the Dutch Reformed Church in
North America. Around the year 1797, Johannes Theodorus’
great-great grandson Abraham Paulhamus settled in Lycoming
County, Pennsylvania. Five more generations had passed when
in 1908 Archie was born.
During the summer after my grandfather’s death, my father and I
drove to Williamsport to visit my grandmother, “Moomie” Paulhamus, and later travel to the Loyalsock Creek to fish for trout. She
led us into the hot attic of the little white house on Elmira Street
and showed us a collection of my grandfathers fishing effects.
There were several large tackle boxes full of wonderful old plugs
and lures, spinners and spoons, bait boxes, minnow traps and
(Continued on page 9)
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ENVIRONMENTAL UPDATE
Yes Dorothy, we still have an environment

W

ater levels are up. Flows are up. That’s the good news.

Exposed sewer lines due to stream bank and bed erosion
are way up. Tredyffrin Township is working on three separate
areas in two tributaries to Valley Creek to stabilize sewer lines that
have been exposed due to erosion, all of which are being performed under emergency permits. This is ugly work. It was the
eyes of VFTU that discovered two of these very serious disasters
waiting to happen. A breach of one of these lines could dump
thousands of gallons of raw sewage into our streams. A big
“Thank you” should be extended to Tredyffrin Township public
works for jumping on the repairs as soon as the received notice of
the problems.
Crabby Creek Friends and Funds
Crabby Creek received a Christmas present in
December. The William Penn Foundation
approved a Valley Forge Trout Unlimited
grant application conceived and prepared by
Chuck Marshall to support the Valley Creek
Restoration Partnership in developing a
stream restoration plan. The amount of the
grant was $33,000.00 and LandStudies, Inc.
will be the contractor doing most of the work.
The Chester County Conservation District will
aid in the contract administration for the
grant. It will be managed by a committee
made up of members of the partnership
which will include persons from PA DEP, CRC
Watershed Partnership, Tredyffrin Township, Green Valley Association, USGS, Chester County Conservation District, and of course
VFTU. This is a very strong group. The work of data collection
has begun with Tredyffrin Township providing LandStudies lots of
GIS files. Since two of the sewer problems referenced above occur in this sub basin this study is more than timely.

collect existing condition data in and around the basin. Cahill are
now in the process of reviewing the data and formulating recommendations concerning the most effective manner to modify the
basin.
Stormwater Best Practices
Speaking of Cahill and Associates, their re-write of the Stormwater
Best Management Practices is out for review. The document, all
60 pages worth, is available on the web. As I understand the
process, the draft document is traveling around the state being
reviewed at regional meetings. In about a month the document
will be available for public comment. I do not know of anyone
who has waded through the all the pages but I
did hear that there was a thermal component in it
somewhere, which should make trout fishermen
everywhere happy.
Lastly, I attended an open house where representatives of the PA Turnpike were available to
answer questions about the proposed slip ramps
that are to go on and off at Route 29. This construction will add over 11 acres of hard surface.
The stormwater runoff all goes to two relatively
small detention basins according to the drawings
and what I was told. The overflow of these basins is then directed into the Atwater Lake whose
outflow is a tributary to Valley Creek. This requires some further study but
it does not feel right to me.
Pete Goodman

It looks like we will be partnering with Chester County Conservation District to prepare a Growing Greener Grant application for a
restoration plan of a 2,000 foot section of the Crabby Creek subbasin. This application will be a logical continuation of the work
begun by the William Penn Foundation Grant mention above.
Further it is planned to go back to The William Penn Foundation
with another application for a restoration plan in the remaining
reaches of the sub-basin. The ultimate goal is the restoration of
the Crabby Creek sub-basin, which includes the reestablish the
native brook trout nursery that existed there up into the 1990’s.

(Continued from page 1)

Work is proceeding on the East Whiteland Township retention
basin retrofit. Cahill and Associates worked with the township to

Fly Fisherman magazine, Lefty remarked,

Lefty Returns
experts alike. In a recent interview with
"The nicest thing that has started to
happen to me over the last 10 years is
that perfect strangers, who have nothing
to gain, will come up to me, shake my
hand and thank me for what I've done for
the sport of flyfishing, for helping them to
cast better and get more out of the sport.”
So mark your calendar – Thursday March 31st
7:00 PM at the Valley Forge Middle School.
You don’t want to miss this one.

Tom Prusak
VALLEY FORGE TROUT UNLIMITED

SPRING 2005

4

EL CHEAPO FLY TYER
A Perfect Storm

Or if it’s howling wolf it must be woolly buggers

N

ah, not the one that sent George Clooney and crew to the
bottom of the North Atlantic in the movie of the same
name, but the one that dumped about a foot of snow around
here on January 22nd. Okay, maybe not perfect, but pretty
close to it, since it waited to happen until the weekend after
deer season closed, it was light and fluffy and easy to get rid
of, and the house was full of fly tying catalogs. In short, the
perfect time to get started putting feather to hook in hopes of
filling some bald spots in my boxes, and maybe make the chapter a few bucks.
The late Sam Slaymaker had a rule of only
tying flies when there was snow on the
ground, but my tying rituals aren't quite
that extreme. Besides, with some of our
recent winters, that practice would lead to
some pretty sparse fly boxes came spring,
I guess that the logical tying progression
would be to start with the winter stoneflies
and midges and work back through the
season in hatching order, but the dark,
drab little early patterns just don't seem to
have what it takes to keep the winter
blahs away, or to be much of a cure for
deer hunting withdrawal. Drab just wasn’t
what I needed. Instead, I turned to a
bright little wet pattern of ancient (circa
1900) lineage, the Tup's Indispensable, for
inspiration. This largely forgotten pattern,
dressed with a yellow tying thread body,
an orangey-pink dubbing thorax, tailed
and hackled with medium dun hen, is an
excellent choice during sulphur time and later. This color combination agrees with trout, but clashes horribly with a snowy
background, but it is unsurpassed for conjuring up daydreams
of May days past and future, not that this necessarily contributes to high productivity. To get a better idea of the colors, I
just hold the fly up against the deer that just ate the last azalea
outside the window. I swear they found out I was tagged out,
and pulled a Tet on me. Only sticks. They took no prisoners.
While Slaymaker needs snow on the ground for his tying sessions, mine require music. Selection is important. Modern country music is the property of touring bass pro crowd, so that's
out, The thumping bass lines of Chicago blues works well for
big weighted C.K. nymphs that will spend their time thumping
deep amongst the rubble, but it is too heavy for the lighter spiders. The same North Country of the British Isles that gave us
the wet spiders,
now called soft
“Now, who can solve my problem,
hackles,
also
And grant my lifetime wish,
s
p
a
w
n
e
d
the
Are fisherman all big liars?
Celtic fiddle tunes
Or do only liars fish?”
of the Canadian
Maritimes, as well
- Theodore Sharp
as the Brown
5

Trout itself, so that is what my wet flies have been hearing
lately. If only bluegrass hadn't been swiped by the Turkey
Hunting Channel... The material used for the thorax of this fly
was a mystery for decades after its invention, as the originator
only shared it with two other people, one of whom was the
nymphing pioneer G.M. Skues. The body was a mix of ram's
wool, cream seal's fur, lemon spaniel's fur, and crimson seal's
fur. Not just any ram's wool would do, however. Oh no, this
stuff had to come from a ram's "tup'', or most prized possessions, and I'll bet that harvesting this material took some giant
"tups." The stuff that I use is called Real-Seal in Tups Pink,
from Feather-Craft.
I found the information on the Tup's in a
book entitled "A Dictionary of Trout Flies and
of Flies for Sea-Trout & Grayling" by A. Courtney Williams. Originally printed in 1349, the
book features a lot more of the hen and
game bird hackled wet flies, or spiders, than
its contemporary, Ray Bergman's "Trout."

Carl Dusinberre

A

The patterns that would be rediscovered 25
years later in the series of Sylvester Nemes
Soft Hackle books are all here, the Partridge
and Orange, Pheasant Tail, Snipe and Purple,
and the example of the Partridge and Yellow
used for the color plates was tied by Skues.
The El Cheapo angle to this whole tale is that
I found this volume at a flea market at the
old Downingtown Farmer's Market, and paid
a whole quarter for it.

KARL HEINE WINS WHEATLEY BOX

t the December chapter meeting, the Big Guy won the
“Flaming Trout Chameleon Box", with its over 320 flies,
Last I heard, we took in a little over 200 bucks for this raffle,
but since the box and contents were all donated, it was easy
money.
Flies ranged from tricos to woolly buggers. Jim Leonard gave
us a dozen classic North East streamer patterns. Jim Lowe
dropped off some Copper Johns and some of the trikes. Rodney
Horton supplied some drowned tricos, and we picked through
John Johnson's boxes for some bead-head nymphs.
Others donating to the cause included Tom Prusak, Ed Penry,
Pete Goodman, Pete McCoy, Jerry Brumfield, Jim Nelson, Karl
Heine, Andy Pancoast and the El Cheapo, Since there was a
flurry of donations just before the raffle, I'm
sure I've probably missed a donor or two. If
this applies to you, let me know, and I'll see to it
that you see your name in print.
There were about 30 flies, mostly dry flies, that
were left over after we filled the box. I'll continue to bring down the donation box to the
chapter meetings and Trout Show.

SPRING 2005
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Valley Forge Trout Unlimited

TROUT SHOW 2005
Featuring Fly Fishing’s
“Living Legend”

Lefty Kreh

st

March 31
7:00 PM

Valley Forge
Middle School

Fly Fishing Hall of Fame

Doors Open @
7:00 PM

Freshwater Fishing Hall of Fame
“1997 Angler of the Year”
Fly Rod and Reel Magazine

Adults $2
Kids Under 16

“Lifetime Achievement Award”
American Sportfishing Association

FREE !!!

“Lifetime contribution Award”
North American Fly Tackle Trade Association
Senior Advisor
Trout Unlimited & the Federation of Fly Fishers

VFTU is a Non-Profit Group Dedicated to
Protecting, Preserving, and Restoring
Chester County Trout Streams

Directions:
Feature Presentation:

From King of Prussia, take US 202 South;
get off @ Devon Exit; hang a right on Rt. 252;
go approx 400 yards to the Valley Forge M.S.

UR There!

DOOR PRIZES - RAFFLES - NEW MEMBER FLY ROD RAFFLE - ARTWORK - ENVIRONMENTAL DISPLAYS
FRESHWATER & SALTWATER FLIES FOR SALE - AND MORE...

2005 FLY FISHING SCHOOL
Paradise Farm Camps
Downingtown, PA
Sign Up Now
Space is Limited !
A full day of instruction on fly casting,
fly fishing techniques, entomology,
knots, and fly fishing for trout.
Three meals are included.
Note: You must supply your own equipment

Questions?

Name #1:
Address:
Phone:

Zip:
E-Mail:

Name #2:

call
Dave Macaleer @ 610-942-4254
or
Ed Penry @ 610-692-6382

# adults @ $40 each:

_______

# under 16 @ $20 each:

_______

Must be accompanied by a paying adult

TOTAL ENCLOSED:

Sunday May 15th2005

_______

Refunds only if cancellation is received before May 1st

Make check payable to:

Address:
Phone:

Zip:
E-Mail:

Name #3:
Address:
Phone:

Zip:
E-Mail:

Name #4:

Trout Unlimited
Fill out application and mail to:
VFTU FFS
P.O. Box 1356
West Chester, PA
19380

VALLEY FORGE TROUT UNLIMITED

Address:
Phone:

Zip:
E-Mail:

Please use separate sheet of paper if necessary
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BACKCASTS
(Continued from page 3)

buckets, stringers and many rods and reels of all kinds. These
became a staple of our own frequent trips to Ontario. In addition,
there were a number of bamboo fly rods, fiberglass fly rods, fishing
vests full of gear and boxes full of dry flies, wet flies, nymphs and
streamers. Many of the flies appeared to be home tied, but some
of the wet flies were snelled and still in their original packaging.
There were several wicker creels, nets, waders, and a very slightly
used 3-drawer aluminum chest fly box made by a man named Rex
Richardson of Osceola Mills, Pennsylvania (called a Fye Box). We
found a fly tying vice, some tools and a couple of salted grouse and
pheasant skins. As instructed by my grandmother, we packed
much of this gear up to take with us. My grandmother also took
us to an upright freezer in the back patio and opened it. I was
aghast. There, lining the shelves, were plastic bags full of very
sizable brown trout collected during the previous trout season.
Based on my current perspective many of these fish looked wild
because of their deep color and bright red spots. Some of these
fish seemed the size of small alligators. It was at this time that I
became aware at my grandfather’s abilities as a trout fisherman. I
had never heard him brag about it.
A Day On the Loyalsock
Later that day, my father told me a story about a time during the
1950’s when my grandfather invited him to go trout fishing at the
Loyalsock Creek, northeast of Williamsport. They decided to fish a
large pool called the Sugar Bush, which was set back away from
the road below the town of Hillsgrove. They had fished much of
the morning without any luck when my father decided to lie down
in the grass next to the creek to rest. He was soon sound asleep in
the warm sun. After a time, he woke up to see my grandfather
standing over him. In his hand was a stringer of six brown trout,
not one was under 14-inches in length. My father asked how. My
grandfather explained that while my father snoozed, a hatch had
started and a number of large trout began to feed at the edge of a
submerged rock ledge at the far side of the pool. These trout
were out of range of any fly cast. Seeing this difficulty, my grandfather had gone back to the car and found a spinning rod. Using a
glass bobber and a length of monofilament, he cast a dry fly well
upstream of these fish. The current brought the fly right into the
fish’s feeding lanes. My father learned not to snooze the day away.
Of course as a 13 year old, such stories just made me salivate. I
wanted the prospect of matching a hatch and catching big trout.
I was perhaps 9 or 10 years old when I last fished for trout with
my grandfather. That cold overcast spring morning we traveled
the winding road aside the Lycoming Creek up to the Rod and Gun
Club at Ralston. On the trip up, he rarely spoke a word. I quickly
focused on the heavy flowing water of Lycoming Creek and began
asking to fish there. But he gently declined and we settled on fishing several small lakes and ponds in the area that were managed
by the club. We fished with spinners and small spoons. Once he
turned a very large trout lying at the bottom of a small clear pond,
briefly hooked it and exclaimed quietly, “Damn” when the fish was
lost. We returned with nothing and had a deathly quiet ride back
to the house. I saw a different side to this man that day. Instead
of the good-natured loving grandfather I had known, he had been
quiet, detached and reserved. I sensed that something was bothering him, but I could not know at the time was how serious his
health problems had become and how the quality of his life had
deteriorated. What I realized for the first time was that I didn’t
really know my grandfather very well after all.
9

After my grandfather’s death, I was given several items from his fly
fishing collection, including the aluminum chest fly box, a wicker
creel, a folder of snelled wet flies, a couple of bamboo rods and a
fishing vest. I also received my grandfather’s favorite reference
books, including “Just Fishing” and “Trout” by Ray Bergman,
“Streamside Guide to Naturals and Their Imitations” by Art Flick,
and “Flies” by J. Edison Leonard. Both the Bergman books became favorite nighttime reading material. A few years later as I
was searching my grandfather’s fly fishing vest, I came across the
small 1914 date book and found his few notes. I found the reference to his May 16 trip to Pine Creek and his success with the Adams fished wet and dry. On the inside of the front flap was written the names a few key references:
“Practical Fly Fishing” – Chas. M. Wentzel J. Edson Leonard
“Trout” – Ray Bergman

He had also superimposed in blue pen the following emergence
chart on the 1914 calendar.
April 15
April 16
April 27
May 1
May 10
May 15
May 16
May 17
May 20

May 22
May 23
May 25

May 26

Little Black Stone
Red Quill
Red Legged
March Fly
Alder Fly
March Stone
Burlap
Black Quill
Dark Stone
Yellow Spider
Spotted Sedge
Early Brown Spinner
Pale Evening Dun
March Brown Fly Dark
Green Drake
Green Caddis
Great Red Spinner
Brown Drake
Ginger Quill
Pale Evening
Spinner
Green Drake

May 27
May 28
May 29
May 30
June 1
June 25
June 26
June 27
June 28

June 30
July 1
July 4

Ginger Quill
Griffin Quill
Green Egg Sack
Blue Dun
Apple Green
Orange Crane Fly
Grannon Carpenter
Rube Wood
Whirling Crane Fly (Dry Fly)
Brown Quill Spinner
Saw Fly (Dry)
May Fly White
White Gloved Howdy (Dry)
Yellow Sally (Dry)
Golden Spinner Dry)
Willow or Needle Fly (Dry)
Brown Silverhorn
White Caddis
Deer Fly
Green Midge (Dry)
Spinner
Big Orange Sedge

For several years, I carried that little 1914 calendar date book in
my vest, hoping to glean some of my grandfather’s luck.
I read
the books and dreamed and, when I had a chance, attempted to
use the fly fishing gear to catch trout.
With my father’s patient
and helpful hand to guide my own obsessive persistence, I eventually became a fly fisher. When I was still in my teens, I started a
journal of my own and have stayed with it for the last 25 seasons.
I credit my grandfather with planting that seed and providing me
with a deep, silent and mysterious legacy to try to comprehend.
Still, to this day, I think of him. I most often recall his smile and
his happiness as we sat together just moments before he died. For
many years, I wished he were not taken so soon. I was angry at
the unfairness and grieved with the loss. But, in retrospect, I see

now that he was a very lucky man. His life had been a triumph.
We too were lucky to have had him as long as
we did.
At other times as I stand midstream under an
overcast sky and ply the waters, my mind drifts
back to that damp cool spring day along Lycoming Creek; the last chance to fish with him; the
long quiet trip back to Williamsport; the heavy
Andy Leitzinger
thrum of the road and the silent handoff.
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VFTU WEB SITE
Revamped Chapter Web Site Debut

S

pring is a time for new growth. And that’s the plan for Valley Forge Trout Unlimited web site – a new look and fresh
content for first-time visitors and old friends alike.
Bob Jones is spearheading the project, with Chapter members
Jeff Brown and Judy Panetta helping out with their web design
skills. “The goal, “ says Bob,
“is to offer a web site that is
quick to load, easy to use,
with in-depth information for
chapter events, stream protection, and local angling
opportunities.”

turing meetings notices, volunteer activities, and fundraising
events, all with an eye to keeping everyone “in the know” and
up to date. Visitors will even be able to read Banknotes, with
both current and archived issues online.
Local fishing information will be featured as well, with stream
guides, fishing tips, and
favorite fly patterns being
added over the coming
months. The URL to look
for is:
http://www.valleyforgetu.org

“We’re starting with the basic information about TU,
including membership information. We are also highlighting the many accomplishments of the Valley
Forge Chapter.”

Jeff Brown
&
Judy Panetta

The calendar of events is an
integral part of the site fea-

Who Ya Gonna Call?
If you see a spill or fish kill call us…Call any
of your officers or board members. Our
numbers are listed inside the back cover of

Banknotes.

Fish Kills, Illegal Fishing & Poaching:
PA Fish & Boat Commission,
Regional Law Enforcement Manager, Southeast,
Jeffery S. Bridi:
717-626-0228

Water Quality & Pollution:

2005 Rod Builders Show
&
Fly Fishing Fair
Fort Washington Expo Center, PA
March 12, 13, 2005
Take Pennsylvania Turnpike Exit 26, Fort Washing. Proceed straight ahead
after the toll booths into the town of Fort Washington and follow the blue
and white signs for 3 miles to the Fort Washington Expo Center.
For detailed directions call the Expo Center at 215-641-4500

PA Department of Environmental Protection (DEP)

Office Hours (8:00am to 4:30 pm), call 484-250-5991
After hours emergencies, call 484-250-5900
Two other ways to file a complaint:
1.

1-866-255-5158 the new DEP toll-free citizen
complaint line - Hit #1 - the call is then directed to 484-250-5991

2.

www.dep.state.pa.us/complaint_form.htm
to file a complaint via the computer

Erosion and Sedimentation Issues:
Chester County Conservation District:

610-696-5126

VFTU will have a table at this show !

Well & Septic Issues:

For info: e-mail anglersart854@aol.com
or visit our web site:

Chester County Health Department:
610-344-6225
VALLEY FORGE TROUT UNLIMITED

WWW.FLYFISHINGSHOW.COM
SPRING 2005

10

VFTU Officers & Board of Directors
OFFICERS
President
Pete Goodman

Environmental Chairman

Owen Owens

Joe Armstrong
450 Luck Hill Rd.
West Chester, PA 19380
610-436-6080

1403 Carroll Brown Way
West Chester, PA 19382
610-399-1294
IreneOwen@aol.com

2194 Valley Hill Rd.
Malvern, PA 19355
610-827-7619
peteG@bee.net

Membership Chairman

Andy Pancoast

Jim Ferrier

Vice President, Internal Affairs
Vacant

204 Jacqueline Dr.
West Chester, PA 19382
610-436-4232

912 Deer Road
Bryn Mawr, PA 19010
610-496-3959
awpancoast@hotmail.com

Vice President, External Affairs
Karl Heine
152 Weeden Ct.
West Chester, PA 19380
610-363-7238

Robin Freisem
1000 Caln Meeting House Rd
Coatesville, PA 19320
610-466-0341
rfreisem@comcast.net

BOARD MEMBERS
John Johnson

Secretary

1085 Harmony Hill Rd.
Downingtown, PA 19335
610-873-9062

Bob Jones

Jim Leonard

1323 Spellman Dr.
Downingtown, PA 19335
610-466-0108
bobjfurniture@comcast.net

1778 Lenape-Unionville Rd.
West Chester, PA 19382
610-793-1706
jamesmleonard@hotmail.com

Treasurer

Dave Macaleer

Rod Horton

21 Arrowpoint Dr.
Glenmoore, PA 19343
610-942-4254
davenlynda@chesco.com

1037 Shearwater Dr.
Audubon, PA 19403
610-666-6167
horton_rl@verizon.net

Jerry Brumfield
2054 Virginia Avenue
Parkesburg, PA 19365
610-857-4775
flyreeldots@yahoo.com
Jim Nelson
424 Vineyard Lane
Downingtown, PA 19335
610-458-5065
bnelson010@comcast..net
Jim Reamer
11 Coniston Drive
West Chester, PA 19382
610-793-3818
jrms2pnln@aol.com

Banknotes
Editor
Tom Prusak
37 Christiana Pike
Christiana, PA 17509
610-593-2365
missey@epix.net
Business Manager
Jim Ferrier
610-436-4232
Advertising Manager
Charlie Griffen
610-594-0648
Layout & Graphics
Tom Prusak
Cartoonist
Carl Dusinberre
TU Web Sites

http://www.tu.org
http://www.valleyforgetu.org
Send changes of
address to:
VFTU

PO Box 1356
West Chester,
PA 19380

Valley Forge Trout Unlimited Membership Application

11

SPRING 2005

VALLEY FORGE TROUT UNLIMITED

VFTU GENERAL MEETINGS
Fairfield Inn on Rt 100
Just North of Exton
General Meetings are held the
2nd Thursday of each month
September thru May

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
March 31st

LEFTY KREH !
April 14th
Tom Prusak

Valley Creek
Watershed & Wild Trout
May 12th
Speaker TBD

General Election of Officers
May 15th

VFTU Fly Fishing School

VFTU
PO Box 1356
West Chester, PA 19380
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