
O n the 31st of October Frank Donohoe 
and I met with Barry Henry of 

Trammell Crow (TC) on site at the Atwater 
development to discuss and observe the is-
sues surrounding the Cold Water Discharge 
System.  The system has not been fully func-
tional since at least June of this year, and we 
suspect probably much longer as evidenced 
by Peter Lee’s observations. 

Atwater Discharge Update 

Frank and I came to find out that the dis-
charge system is not a single pipe taking in 
water from 40 feet below Atwater Lake’s 
surface and discharging it to Cedar Hollow 
Run on the eastern side of the lake wall.  
There is, in fact, another pipe that is con-
nected to the cold water discharge pipe by 
means of a manhole.  This pipe has an invert 
elevation of 211 feet, which places it just 
below the water surface in normal condi-
tions.  It connects to the manhole at an ele-
vation above the cold water discharge pipe, 

which is at the bottom of the manhole.  The 
manhole contains an amount of tree debris 
which is observable from the top of the man-
hole. 

The plan going forward is to work with TC’s 
site contractor and remove the top of the 
manhole (not just the lid but the entire top 
of the manhole).  This will provide access 
down the shaft of the manhole to the man-
hole’s full diameter.  At this point it is be-
lieved that the contractor will be able to use 
a machine with a mechanical arm and a claw 
or pincher to reach down in the manhole and 
remove the clogging debris. 

The high rate of flow of the cold water dis-
charge system probably sucked the debris 
into the system, causing the clog.  There 
doesn’t appear to be a screen or debris cover 
on the pipe near the surface intake.  There is 
a gate valve in this run of pipe, but it ap-
pears to be open. 

 

(Continued on page 3) 

    VALLEY FORGE TROUT UNLIMITED   

Standing Up For The Clean Water Act 

Prez Notes 2 

Environmental Update 3 

El Cheapo Fly Tyer 4 

Fly Fishing School  6 

Names, Numbers & Email 11 

Backwaters 5 

Winter 2015 

BBANKNOTEANKNOTESS  

Points of interest: 

· Environmental  groups take 
legal action to end sewage 
spills in Valley Forge National 
Historical Park 

· You can teach old dogs new 
tricks—just ask El Cheapo 

· Andy Leitzinger’s touching 
story on the  significance of 
late June. 

· Fly Fishing School  set for 
May 17, 2015 

· Happy Holidays from VFTU 
to you! 

 

 
  

 

I  for one am very glad that election sea-
son is over—not necessarily happy with 

the results but over.  Now the phone can be 
answered again (most of the time).  There 
were calls from Bill, Hillary, Nikki Haley 
(Governor of SC) and I think early on, from 
Barry himself.  Then there was the multitude 
of get out the vote calls. I’m over it. 

I don’t how many people on our membership 
roster are on public water systems nor if 
there is awareness that the pipes getting 
water to the home leak.  (Hopefully the 
pipes are sufficiently pressurized so they only 
leak out and not in but they do leak.)  It is 
expected these pipes will leak the question is 
how much.  Older pipes are likely to leak 

more than newer pipes. What is for certain is 
not only do all pipes leak but also all pipes 
will eventually need to be replaced. Is this 
part of urban/suburban planning in your 
area? Maybe, maybe not—rather like adding 
extra insulation to your attic or changing oil 
and antifreeze in your car, are unseen things 
parts of your maintenance planning? 

Leaking pipes waste water that has already 
been purified and chlorinated for drinking.  
Who owns and maintains public water sys-
tem pipes? Is money being put in escrow to 
replace those pipes or will your taxes need to 
be increased when the provider decides re-
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placement is necessary? 

Water Line Maintenance and Planning 

Circumstances for sewer line maintenance appear to be similar. 
The sewer line breaks in Tredyffrin Township maybe an example 
of out-of-sight out-of-mind planning. Not that money isn’t budg-
eted to prevent overflows and plan for additional capacity (this 
includes Easttown and Willistown in addition to Tredyffrin), the 
2014 Five Year Capital Project Plan shows additions are in the 
planning for 2013 and 2014 (total $5,900,00). In the same re-
port the budget for Valley Creek Trunk Sewer pipeline replace-
ment, relining and manholes is planned 2015 through 2018 as a 
total of $300,000 at $75,000 for each year category.  I’m glad 
the money going into storm sewer replacement  and drainage 
improvements  is planned for $1,125,000 during the same time 
period since if there is planning for more sewer capacity there 
must be more development and creation of impervious surface 
planned, too…  I was not able to find any reports on the status 
of various approved phases of emergency planning or pipe re-
placement or prevention of future spills. 

The amount of misinformation from farm bureaus and anti-
politicians Clean Water Act (CWA) continues to amaze me.  
There are exemptions that have been in the CWA since its be-
ginning.   The US Army Corp of Engineers has infrequently be a 
friend to environmentalists with concerns for both water and 
biota, however, in the case of clarification of the meaning of the 
act their Sacramento District may have the most succinct infor-
mation about exempt activities, that is activities that do not 
need an NPDES permit to be accomplished.  The great thing 
about hyperlinks when one is online is the clarity provided by 
using a hyperlink.  They also cite 33 CFR 323.4 if one is looking 
for more detail.  I have not been able to figure out where the 
regulation of rain puddles comes from. 

Exempt Activities 
1. Normal Farming, silviculture, and ranching 

activities such as plowing, seeding, cultivat-
ing, minor drainage, and harvesting. 

· includes: plowing, seeding, cultivating, minor drainage 
and harvesting for the production of food, fiber and for-
est products, or upland soil and water conservation 

practices 
· MUST be a part of an established (on-going) farming, 

silviculture, or ranching operation. An operation is no 
longer established when the area on which it was con-
ducted has been converted to another use or has lain 
idle so long that modifications to the hydrologic regime 
are necessary to resume operations. 

· For example, if a property has been used for cattle graz-
ing, the exemption does not apply if future activities 
would involve planting crops for food; similarly, if the 
current use of a property is for growing corn, the ex-
emption does not apply if future activities would involve 
conversion to an orchard or vineyards. 

· If the activity does not occur within waters of the U.S., 
or if it does not involve a discharge of fill material, the 
activity does not require a Department of the Army per-
mit, whether or not it is part of an established farming, 
silviculture, or ranching operation. 

2. Maintenance Activities 
· includes: emergency reconstruction of recently damaged 

parts, of currently serviceable structures 
· examples: dikes, dams, levees, groins, riprap, breakwa-

ters, causeways, bridge abutments or approaches, and 
transportation structures. 

· DOES NOT include any modification that changes the 
character, scope, or size of the original fill design 

· Emergency reconstruction must occur within a reason-
able period of time after damage occurs to qualify for 
the exemption 

· If a maintenance activity would involve ANY modifica-
tions to the original fill design, including the location of 
the fill, the type of material to be used, the amount of 
material used, etc., then the activity DOES not qualify 
for the maintenance exemption and a DA permit would 
be required. However, the activity may qualify for au-
thorization under a Nationwide Permit 3, Maintenance.  

3. Construction and maintenance of Farm ponds, 

(Continued from page 1) 

(Continued on page 6) 

NOTES FROM THE PREZ 

VFTU GENERAL MEETINGS 
East Whiteland Township Building—Frazer 

209 Conestoga Road 
On Route 401 just south of Rt 202 ramps 

General Meetings are held the 
second Thursday of each month  

7:30 PM 
September through May 

NOTE: No General Meeting in March 
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Upon restoration of the full operation of the cold water dis-
charge system, TC plans to camera the entire piping system to 
assure functionality and integrity and add a debris screen to the 
upper pipe and close the gate valve. 

This course of action seems to be a good plan going forward.  
We will keep you informed as to the progress. 

Wilson Farm Park Rain Gardens 

We will be cleaning up the rain gardens and putting them to 
bed for the winter in the next few weeks. This includes writing 
the final report.  We still don’t have the infamous berms, which 
were promised so many times.  A huge thank you to John Det-
trey, Chuck Marshall, Chuck Taney and Bill Bellew, who at-
tended to the gardens this past summer.  Any further work, 
including infill planting on this site, will be done in the spring. 

Crabby Creek Phase I—TreeVitalize 2014 

September 20th was the scheduled day for the Phase 1 Crabby 
Creek TreeVitalize planting.  This planting of trees in the ripar-
ian area of Crabby Creek Park was to fill in some of the tree 
cover lost due to sewer work that occurred over the past two 
years.  The grant application and process was managed by 
Margot Taylor for Green Valleys Watershed Association through 
the Chester County Conservation District’s Chotty Sprenkle, who 
administers the TreeVitalize Program locally. The only Trout 
Unlimited volunteers were Jeff Turner and me! 

Others who participated: there was one Supervisor from Tredyf-
frin Township, two members of Tredyffrin’s Environmental Advi-
sory Council (EAC), Margot Taylor and eight AmeriCorps volun-
teers on loan from Valley Forge National Historical Park.  With 
this group of volunteers we were able to plant 167 of the 250 
trees to be planted.  That meant that the remaining trees had 

to be protected against 
deer browse, another 
level of effort not counted 
on.  Later the next week 
Chotty Sprenkle and 
Margot Taylor returned to 
the site and did some 
planting and then at the 
end of the following week 
the AmeriCorps volun-
teers returned and com-
pleted the full planting. 

A huge thank you to Kate 
Jensen at Valley Forge 
National Historical Park 
for working with us to 
schedule those Ameri-
Corps volunteers, without 

whom I don’t know how we would have gotten those trees 
planted. 

Crabby Creek Phase II—TreeVitalize 2015 

In my last article I really sounded confident that this project 
was a done deal. Well guess what?  Everything has changed. 

Initially the grant application was given to the Tredyffrin Engi-
neering Department for signing, unfortunately without a due 
date.  It was from there referred to the Tredyffrin EAC for rec-
ommendation to the Board of Supervisors to sign.  The EAC had 
some concerns over the language.  The grants were due prior 
to the next Supervisors’ meeting.  A lot of scrambling, many 
phone calls and some arm twisting obtained some revised lan-
guage in the grant documents to shift operations and mainte-
nance from Tredyffrin Township to Green Valleys Watershed 
Association and VFTU and to get a letter stating that the grant 
was anticipated to be signed at the next Board of Supervisors 
meeting October 6th.  All of that so that the grant could be sub-
mitted, albeit without a land owner signature, but with a letter 
indicating an intent to sign. 

Then there was the Board of Supervisors meeting on October 
6th.  Timing being everything – this was the Monday after the 
notice of intent to sue was delivered to Tredyffrin.  The grant 
document was picked apart and ultimately tabled.  Probably, 
never again to see the light of day.  To be fair, the grant docu-
ment does have some difficult language, but much of the dis-
cussion was out of context, and some of the statements in the 
discussion were not entirely accurate. I am not sure where we 
are going with this, and if, in fact, this is the end.  We have 
been offered another direction to go from Green Valleys Water-
shed Association.  But it will still require Tredyffrin’s permission 
to plant trees in Crabby Creek Park.  Phase II – there may be 
more.  We have too much invested in Crabby Creek to stop our 
work now. If you have never visited this park, you are miss-
ing a real natural treat.  It is steeply sloped and heavily 
wooded where several of the Crabby Creek tributaries come 
together.  It has one of the largest areas of mountain laurel 
that I know of in southeastern Pennsylvania. 

(Continued from page 1) 

(Continued on page 7) 

Projects, Progress and Happenings in the Valley Creek Watershed 

Valley Forge  
Trout Unlimited 

T he Valley Forge Chapter of 
Trout Unlimited is dedicated 

to preserving, protecting, and  
restoring trout habitat throughout 
Chester County, Pennsylvania. 

Its 800+ members and affiliates 
are engaged in the fight to pre-
serve our precious coldwater re-
sources.  All similarly inclined per-
sons are invited to join. Refer to 
the membership application form 
found in the back of this issue of  
BANKNOTES. 

ENVIRONMENTAL UPDATE 
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I nspiration can come from the weirdest places.  Here it is, 
Halloween morning and this article is due tomorrow.  And 

I don't have a clue. 

Last night they caught the accused cop killer after a seven 
week search, so I expected this story to dominate this morn-
ing's news.  I wasn't disappointed, but as I sat there in the 
pre-dawn darkness sipping my coffee, I was slightly con-
fused that the piece only lasted about thirty seconds.  This 
was followed by a five minute segment on the outrage gen-
erated by the Victoria's Secret "Perfect Body" ad campaign.  
Who needs ISIS when we are breeding a generation of mo-
rons? 

Of course this got me to thinking about priorities.  Each 
week, a half dozen or so volunteers trek up to the CVAMC as 
part of our partnership with Project Healing Waters Fly Fish-
ing.  These regulars include Chuck Cutshall, Fred Gender, Ed 
Penry, Matt Romano, Jack McFadden, Matt Seymour, John 
Dettrey, Ken Leung, Ken Van Gilder, Jay Breneman, Dave 
Riggio, Ted Nawilinski, Tom Cooper and I.  Some nights a 
half-dozen vets might show up, some nights, only one or 
two, and on one occasion, none at all.  The important thing 
is that we make our collective expertise available should any 
vets need us. 

Due to the tireless efforts of Jay and Dave, we have started 
an offshoot program targeting military outpatients which is 
held twice a month at the West Bradford Fire Company.  We 
had our kickoff session on October 20th. 

Unfortunately, no vets, other than the volunteer vets, 
showed up.  After the session, Dave wondered aloud what 
we had done wrong.  Nothing, actually.  When I joined 
VFTU in 1979, we had about two dozen members, and now 
we have over eight hundred.  It takes time to get the word 
out, and I am confident that this project will grow in time. 

What did happen was that about fourteen volunteers 
showed up, at least half of which aren't involved in the 
Coatesville sessions, and this was gratifying.  We didn't just 
sit there twiddling our thumbs.  Three of the volunteers 
have little or no tying experience, but before the night was 
over, all had tied their first trout flies.  We call this training 
the trainers. 

I'm not sure if black humor was invented by the military, but 
some of its members are masters of the genre.  Since quite 
a few of our volunteers are also veterans, during the course 
of any session the talk often drifts away from tying and fish-
ing to things military.  At the Oct. 29th ses-
sion, the conversation somehow got 
around to the subject of small arms.  Matt 
Seymour, who did a hitch in the Army Se-
curity Agency back in the 1960's told the 
group that during basic training he had 
qualified on the M14 rifle, but had never 
seen combat.  My guy, working on a Wooly 
Bugger, never even looked up from his 
vise, deadpanned,  "That's okay, it's over-
rated."  You had to be there. 

Training the Trainers 

Valley Creek Workdays 
Yes we have monthly workdays! 

When? 
Saturdays following our general  meetings 

 

Where? 
Details provided at our general meetings or 
contact either Rod Horton or Pete Goodman 

 

Why? 
We are committed to protecting and 

preserving Valley Creek.  It’s also a great way 
to meet your fellow chapter members. 

 

Want to Help?  Please Contact 
Pete @ 610-827-7619  
Rod @ 610-666-6167  

Jim Clark 

EL CHEAPO FLY TYER 



 5                                                                                  WINTER 2015                                            WWW.VALLEYFORGETU.ORG 

 BACKWATERS 

W inter Solstice, December 2013.  I am sitting behind 
the house watching an anemic sun complete its lowest 

arc.  Bare branches tremble slightly in the cold breeze and I 
shudder at the thought of winter’s darkness taking control once 
again.  My damp boots are sinking into the melting snow where 
the crazy puppy is sitting, alert, listening, watching, and sens-
ing like some kind of arctic Meer Kat.   Local winter birds, Cardi-
nals, Juncos and White Throated Sparrows, settle into the thick-
ets; reporting their positions with sharp chirps. The Carolina 
Wren loudly takes possession of the shed.  Mourning Doves 
bomb in and disappear into the spruces.   As the cold orb slides 
below the horizon, blue-purple polarized twilight descends upon 
us and signals the end of a day and the beginning of a new 
year.   We hold on to this last light.  Finally darkness closes in.   
I rise, pick up the puppy and move through the battered storm 
door and into the warm interior where the air hits me like a 
summer wind.   I turn to the window to glimpse the last glow of 
a dying year. 

I remember it was on this day each year, that my parents be-
gan the count down, or better said the run-up to the Summer 
Solstice.   Through the snows of January, they would note the 
minutes of sunlight being added to each new day.  As January 
passed through to the slough that is February, the longest-
shortest month of the year, they would mark the signs that 
spring was on the way; the swelling of tree buds, the behavior 
and appearance of birds and animals, weather phenomenon, 
and the position of celestial objects.   Their home in central 
Delaware was but a few short miles from the Delaware Bay 
where spring was sometimes a full two weeks ahead of ours up 
here in Chester County, Pennsylvania.  I looked forward to their 
weekly reports during our Sunday evening phone calls or by 
way of short notes written in my mom’s flowery hand. 

In late February, they reported that the local Red Tailed Hawks 
and Bald Eagles had arrived at their nest sites, and the Great 
Horned Owls had been heard at night in the White Pines out-

side their bedroom window.  Black-
birds and Grackles would begin 
filtering in or arrive en-mass; 
swarming the trees, blanketing the 
ground in black and emptying the 
bird feeders.  Menacingly close 
behind the blackbirds, the “Jay 
Hawks”, Coopers and Sharp-Shined 
Hawks, would invade from the 
south.  On the odd warm day, hon-
eybees would fly out of the hives to 
collect water and pale yellow Silver 
Maple pollen; sometimes when 
snow still covered the ground.  
With sap rising, the Red Maples 
would begin to glow a deep crim-

son; their buds swelling in preparation for the bloom.  Flocks of 
Canada and Snow Geese and an occasional group of Tundra 
Swans would be heard high above, arriving from the south to 
feed in the salt marshes and farm fields before heading farther 
north.  On warm days, the local birds would start singing from 
high perches. 

When they had survived February, the teasing lion of March 
would blow in with a wind that cancelled out the waxing sun.  
Eventually the sun’s heat would warm the ground enough to 
allow the tiny ground-cover plants to start to grow and bloom.  
My mom would note the day the first crocus, daffodil, snow 
drop, and hyacinth appeared.   Their house would be decorated 
with these fragrant blooms.   If weather permitted, Dad would 
till the garden and plant early season crops such as peas, spin-
ach, onions, lettuce and potatoes. Flocks of robins arriving from 

the south would mob the great American Holly in the front 
yard; while the Mockingbird could only watch as his long-
defended stash of berries disappeared.  By the end of March, 
the Tree Swallows would arrive and on lucky years, Bluebirds 
would be competing for the nest boxes.   The day that the first 
Purple Martin “scout” returned was the marquee moment.   
Usually a dark purple mature male would be heard before he 
was seen, wheeling high above the property joyfully singing his 
arrival song.   Spring had truly arrived! 

As April passed into May, their reports would become more fre-
quent, more detailed and full of urgency.   They might have 
asked; “Have you started your peas yet? Do you have Bluebirds 
again this year?  Are your peaches in bloom?”    Their reports 
gave me hope and prompted me to follow suit; to try to keep 
up with their pace.    By the middle of May, their place was 
exploding with life.  The flower gardens were in full bloom and 
the vegetable garden was planted with sweet corn, string 
beans, sweet potatoes, lima beans, tomatoes, peas, onions, 
cabbage and broccoli.  Trees and bushes were setting apples, 
peaches, apricots, pears, raspberries, blue berries, blackberries, 
grapes, walnuts, pecans, almonds, and hazelnuts.  The summer 
birds had all finally arrived and were nesting everywhere.   
Birds, animals and plants seemed to know that their realm was 
a haven; a paradise for man and beast alike.  Simply said, my 

(Continued on page 8) 

The Philosophy of Late June 

Dr. William AE Leitzinger, Jr. 
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stock ponds, or irrigation ditches or the mainte-
nance of drainage ditches 

· This exemption applies to the construction or mainte-
nance of farm or stock ponds or irrigation ditches, or the 
maintenance (but not construction) of drainage ditches. 

· Discharges associated with facilities that are appurte-
nance and functionally related to irrigation ditches are 
included in the exemption (e.g. siphons, pumps, 
headgates, wingwalls, weirs, diversion structures, etc.) 

· Regulatory Guidance Letter (RGL 07.02) provides addi-
tional information regarding this exemption for the con-
struction and maintenance of irrigation ditches and 
maintenance of drainage ditches, including definitions 
for irrigation ditches, drainage ditches, construction and 
maintenance.   

 
The EPA and U.S. Army Corps of Engineers have proposed a 
rule which would ensure that these protections continue into 
the future. But Congress is on the verge of stripping protections 
from these seasonal “intermittent and ephemeral” streams, 
these small waters that feed into large waters and that help to 
grow big fish.  Nearly 60 percent of all stream miles in the U.S. 
are considered small, intermittent or headwater, and protecting 
these seasonal waterways from foreign materials and toxins is 
critical to maintaining clean water for drinking and recreation, 
as well as safe and healthy fish and wildlife habitats. 
 
One-hundred eighty-five sportsmen groups, including TU, the 
Theodore Roosevelt Conservation Partnership, the National 
Wildlife Federation and the Izaak Walton League of America, 
have released a letter expressing their support for the EPA and 
Army Corps of Engineers' clean water rulemaking. TU is devel-
oping a variety of citizen science efforts to evaluate the effec-
tiveness of restoration efforts, track on-the-ground conditions 
that affect the success of trout and salmon, and 
identify trout strongholds and monitor their 
changes over time and geography. TU wants to 
foster a curiosity about the environments that 
sustain the fish and provide resources for an-
glers to take action to study and protect the 
rivers and streams they love to fish. 
 

Be well and Happy Holidays!! 

(Continued from page 2) 

Prez Notes 

 

Robbi Freisem 

 

xxx 

Fly Fishing School 2015 
hosted by 

Valley Forge Chapter 
Trout Unlimited  
Sunday, May 17, 2015 

 Paradise Farms Camp near Downingtown, PA 

*** 

A full day of instruction and three meals are included 
 PA license & trout stamp required! 

 

Questions?  Call John Dettrey at (610) 220-9147  
Ed Penry at (610) 692-6382. 

         Number of adults at $60 each: ________ 

Number under age 16 at $30 each: ________ 
(under 16 must be accompanied by a paying adult) 

                             Total enclosed: ________ 
(Refunds made only if cancellation received before May 1, 2015) 

 

Include name, address & phone # for each 
participant and make check payable to VFTU 

Mail application to: 

VFTU FFS 
P.O. Box 1356 

West Chester, PA  19380 
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Other Grants 

Chuck Marshall had a telephone conference pertaining to the 
installation of stormwater infiltration berms on Friendship 
Drive in Tredyffrin Township on Thursday, November 6th.  
This is the initial meeting with the engineering firm and the 
township engineer to get the project moving forward after 
the award of the three grants needed to fund it.  The grants 
were obtained from Growing Greener, the Schuylkill River 
Heritage Area and the Valley Creek Trustee Council and total 
$157,000.  Thank you Chuck for moving this important pro-
ject along. 

Green Valleys Watershed Association (GVWA) continues to 
work on their Growing Greener grant, which is centered in 
the Valley Creek Watershed and involves the reduction of 
stormwater.  They are trying to identify stormwater basins 
that would be suitable for retrofitting and working diligently 
to make that happen. 

*** 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: CONTACT: 

October 1, 2014   David Masur 
    PennEnvironment 
    (267) 303-8292 

    Pete Goodman 
    Trout Unlimited 
    (610) 827-7619 

    Heather Govern 
    NELC (917) 710-5180 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL GROUPS TAKE LEGAL ACTION TO END 
SEWAGE SPILLS IN VALLEY FORGE NATIONAL HIS-
TORICAL PARK 

Tredyffrin Township Sewer Line Ruptures Threaten Pub-
lic Health and Valley Creek, “Class A” Trout Stream 

[Philadelphia, PA] – PennEnvironment and the Valley Forge 
Chapter of Trout Unlimited announced today that they have 
sent a formal notice of intent to sue Tredyffrin Township 
(Chester County) and the Tredyffrin Township Municipal Au-
thority for alleged violations of the federal Clean Water 
Act.  The letter is the first step towards ending a series of mas-
sive sewage spills in Valley Forge National Historical Park that 
the groups say threaten public health and pollute a pristine na-
tional resource.   

Tredyffrin's sewer pipeline is over 40 years old and runs 
through Valley Forge Park, along Valley Creek. In the past two 
years, this pipeline has ruptured on three separate occasions, 
releasing millions of gallons of sewage directly into Valley 
Creek. In the two most recent pipeline failures, the township 
intentionally released millions of gallons of sewage directly into 
Valley Creek, which has received the state's highest water qual-

ity classification as an "Exceptional Value" stream, and is a 
Pennsylvania "Class A wild trout stream."  

In a September 29, 2014 letter to Tredyffrin Township and the 
Municipal Authority, which own and operate the pipeline, the 
groups stated that each spill violates Section 301(a) of the fed-
eral Clean Water Act because no permit authorizes sewage to 
be discharged into Valley Creek.  Because the underlying 
causes of these sewage spills have not been resolved and since 
there is no alternative emergency plan in place, the groups said 
they intend to file suit within 60 days to protect the stream 
from future pipeline breaks. 

"Valley Forge holds an important place in America's history, and 
we cannot sit by while this national treasure faces the constant 
threat of illegal water pollution,” stated PennEnvironment Direc-
tor David Masur. “It is simply unacceptable that there is no plan 
in place to prevent future spills, and no timeline for replacing 
this dangerous, crumbling pipeline.”  

The pipeline in question ruptured in March 2012, February 
2014, and March 2014.  While repairs have been made to the 
ruptured sections of the pipe, the environmental groups believe 
that more breaks and Clean Water Act violations will continue 
due to the age and poor quality of the pipeline.  They point to 
the fact that this type of pre-stressed concrete cylinder pipe has 
been the subject of study by the U.S. EPA because of the hun-
dreds of dramatic failures that have occurred over the course of 
its use.   

Under the federal Clean Water Act’s citizen suit provision, pri-
vate citizens affected by violations of the law are allowed to 
bring an enforcement suit in federal court. The first step in the 
process is providing a 60-day notice to the violator, and to state 
and federal environmental agencies.  Citizens can seek penal-
ties and a court order requiring compliance with the law. 

“Valley Creek is widely recognized as the best trout fishery in 
the world that’s located close to a major metropolitan area,” 
said Pete Goodman, a former president of the Valley Forge TU 
chapter who has fished in the area for 43 years.  “We look for-
ward to meeting with the township officials and their consult-
ants in the very near future as we continue to seek solutions for 
how to protect this vital waterway.” 

The 30-inch pressurized pipeline is known as the “Valley Creek 
Trunk Sewer Force Main,” and was built in the 1970s.  This 
pipeline carries raw sewage generated by six upstream munici-
palities (Tredyffrin, Easttown, East Whiteland, Malvern Bor-
ough, Willistown Township, and Valley Forge) from the Wilson 
Road Pump Station to the Valley Forge Sewer Authority’s 
wastewater treatment plant in Phoenixville, Pennsylvania.  For 
nearly two miles, the pipeline runs along Valley Creek and 
through Valley Forge National Historical Park.  The park sits 
about 20 miles northwest of Philadelphia and is a popular rec-
reation destination for residents in the area, as well as visitors 
from across the country and around the globe. 

Owen Owens, cofounder of the Valley Forge chapter of Trout 
Unlimited and a longtime member of PennEnvironment, has 
been fighting to protect and restore Valley Creek for over thirty 

(Continued from page 3) 

(Continued on page 9) 

Environment 
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Backwaters 
parents were people who got back from nature rewards in propor-
tions which were equal to what they gave. 

As winter marched into spring, our conversations often gravitated 
toward fly fishing.  Dad was a native of Clearfield, Pennsylvania, as 
am I, and taught me how to fly fish for trout at an early age. We 
frequently traveled together to fish Penns Creek and the many 
other fine trout streams in Central and North Central Pennsylvania.    
Each spring, my dad expressed his excitement and longing to be 
back in the mountains, waist deep in a cold flow with mayflies in 
the air and pods of trout rising.  Fly fishing was in his blood after 
all. Being closer to the action, I would report back to Delaware 
about the conditions on and around the local trout streams. The 
riparian milestones up here were different than those of the fields, 
woods and marshes of the Delaware countryside, but were of equal 
importance and urgency.  Trout streams in the early season were 
loaded and ready to go just like a spring.  With each passing day 
the vernal sun would rise higher and higher into the sky, spilling 
sunshine into the riffles and runs, adding energy to the food chain. 
Millions of nymphs would wax fat and begin an unstoppable pro-
gression towards emergence, mating, egg laying and death. The 
trout would be hungry after the long winter and were ready to par-
take in the feast of spring!  Fly fishers who knew would strategically 
place the right fly in front of a trout at the right time on the right 
day.  It didn’t get much simpler than that. 

My fly fishing reports in March were generally spotty, but on the 
odd year, I would find a few trout rising to midges and little black 
stone flies on the local spring creeks.   More often than not, melting 
snow, high cold water and unpredictable weather would shut down 
any sincere activity.  Not until mid-April would I consistently report 
about the success I was having fishing the caddis hatch on Valley 
Creek where it was not uncommon to catch and release 15 to 20 
spritely wild browns on #16 tan caddis dry flies and sparkle pupa 
nymphs.   If I was lucky enough to get away from my job, I would 
report about the clouds of Grannom Caddis and Hendricksons I saw 
on Penns Creek in mid to late April.  These were the first of the 
consistent hatches we would try to meet back in the day.  Gran-
noms were the flies which filled the air, on the day I first stepped 
into Penns Creek back in April 1973. With this feast at hand the 
trout would begin to grow strong and fat. 

(Continued from page 5) 

(Continued on page 9) 

Who Ya Gonna Call? 
 

If you see a spill or fish kill, call us… 
Call any of your officers  

or board members  
(see the inside back cover of 

BANKNOTES) 
 

Illegal Fishing and Poaching or  
Disturbance of a Waterway: 

Notify the PA Fish and Boat Commission 
 

Fish Kills or Illegal Dumping: 
Notify the PA Fish and Boat Commission  

and 
PA Department of  

Environmental Protection (DEP) 
 

Water Quality and Pollution: 
Notify the PA Department of  

Environmental Protection (DEP) 
 

*** 

Pennsylvania Department of 
Environmental Protection 

 

Emergencies should be reported immediately  
by telephone to the Southeast Regional Office  

at 484-250-5900  
(24 hours a day, 7 days a week) 

 

Pennsylvania Fish and Boat  
Commission 

 
 

Our local WCO, Bob Bonney, has requested 
emergencies should be reported immediately  

to him via his cell phone: 
610-637-6398 

and to the Southeast Region of the PA F&BC 
(8:00 AM – 4:00 PM weekdays) 

717-626-0228 

Erosion and Sedimentation Issues: 
Notify the Chester County 

Conservation District 
610-925-4920 

 

Well and Septic Issues: 
Notify the Chester County 

Health Department 
610-344-6225  
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years.  By the mid-1980s, much of the fish population had 
died out due to farm runoff, sewage, pollution, and a cyanide 
leak from a nearby steel mill.  

“We’ve worked too long and too hard to restore Valley Creek 
to its current exceptional quality to let it be turned into a 
sewer every time the latest patch to this old pipeline fails,” 
Owens said.   

PennEnvironment is a citizen-based non-profit, non-partisan 
environmental advocacy organization that promotes clean air, 
clean water, and open space protection. 

The Valley Forge Chapter of Trout Unlimited is dedicated to 
conserving, protecting and restoring coldwater fisheries and 
their watersheds. 

The groups are represented by the Boston-based, non-profit 
National Environmental Law Center, which represent citizen 
groups across the country in actions to enforce the nation’s 
environmental laws. 

 
David Masur, Director 
PennEnvironment 
1420 Walnut Street, Suite 650 
Philadelphia, PA 19102 
(215) 732-5897 
 

(Continued from page 7) 

Environment 

Backwaters 
As good as it was, April paled in comparison to May, the greatest 
of all months.   After a bit of a lull in the first week of May, we 
experienced the heaviest hatches by far.   Starting about May 15 
and peaking by May 20, trout would gorge on March Brown and 
Sulfur duns.  Each evening, flocks of Great Red Spinners and 
clouds of Sulfur Spinners would fill the air above Penns Creek 
and other nearby trout streams. Many other mayfly and caddis 
species were ramping up at this time including the first of the 
Light Cahills and the Spotted Sedge Caddis. By the last week of 
May the huge Green Drake duns and their spinners, the Coffin 
Fly, would dominate. With each passing day, as one hatch 
morphed into another and daytime temperatures rose progres-
sively, dun emergence and spinner fall activity would occur later 
in the evening. Until by the last week in May, the best rise would 
sometimes be after dark when the ears surpass the eyes and a 
bit of imagination and concentration was necessary to filter out a 
particular trout’s rise from the other sounds of nature all around 
us.  This was the time that Dad and I loved the best; when 

(Continued from page 8) 

hooking into something large and scary out of the darkness 
was a distinct possibility. 

By mid-June the sun would rise early, climb high into the sky 
and set very late in the evening. The water in the marginal 
streams would warm. However, the better trout streams, those 
with limestone spring flow or those under a mountain canopy, 
would hold onto the morning chill throughout the day. Mid-day 
rises would become less frequent except for on those rare cool 
rainy days when Blue-winged Olives or Slate Drakes would 
emerge throughout the day. The morning and evening hatches 
so common in the beginning of June would wind down as the 
month progressed. Fishing could become difficult. However, 
enough would be happening most evenings to justify being out 
on the water despite the mosquitoes and the drippy condensa-
tion fogging our lenses. 

Late June possesses a deeper significance for me as I will ex-
plain. On June 23, 2006 we visited my dad for the last time.   
We were on our way down to Cape Hatteras, North Carolina 
and stopped in Dover to visit for a few hours before heading on 
south. Dad had called me before we left Glenmoore as we were 
running late as usual. He said “Are you coming?” I said “Yes” 
and he said “Hurry home”.  When we arrived that afternoon, 
we were greeted by my mom who told us that Dad had a rough 
night and had slept very little. He arose from his chair in the 
den and mustered enough energy to stand and give each of us 
what would be a last hug.  I asked him how he was doing and 
he gave me the so-so sign. We helped him back into his chair 
and he soon fell back to sleep. As we visited with my mom, I 
took the time to observe Dad as he rested. I had this feeling 
this would be the last time I would be with him. With my Dad 
asleep we left with the intent of seeing him again on our way 
back up to Pennsylvania. The following day, as we were enter-
ing the town of Moyock, North Carolina my brother called to tell 
me that Dad had passed away about an hour after we left Do-
ver. I learned later that Dad had awoken shortly after we left 
and called my sister and her husband to come home from their 
jobs. When they arrived, he finally let go and passed away 
peacefully; seemingly at a time and place of his choosing; with 
family and during his favorite time of the year, late June. 

(Continued on page 10) 

Pete Goodman 
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As I stare out this window on this shortest day and longest night 
I look back at what has passed and what is now gone. 

The puppy sees the cold shadowy images of the here and now.    
I see visions forever burned into my mind; that of my Dad stand-
ing in his vegetable garden hoeing out the weeds on a late June 
evening, back slightly bent, sweat beading on his forehead, paus-
ing to watch the Purple Martins wheel above while Barn Swallows 
zip past him as though they were greeting an old friend.  Nearby 
the bee hives are full and dripping with honey, blue berries are 
ripening for all to enjoy, fledgling birds are out of their nests and 
bothering their tired parents, trees with their young leaves ap-
pear fresh and immortal, white clover decorates the lawn. So 
much life! Such abundance! As darkness closes in, Dad puts 
down his hoe and moves back toward the house with hundreds 
of fireflies lighting the way. Within the house, Mom is preparing a 
healthy meal of food grown on the property, along with locally 
grown chicken or blue crab harvested from the Delaware Bay. 
This abundance came as no surprise to them. It was no accident. 
It was carefully planned and anticipated with a sense of optimism 
since the turning of the year six months before. 

Six months from now I will probably be sitting behind the house 
marking the Summer Solstice. I will not be alone. I will hear the 
joyful sounds of abundant life; the sounds of many birds, genera-
tions of birds sounding off at once; wrens, orioles, catbirds, 
finches, robins, swallows, woodpeckers, thrashers, bluebirds, 
yellow warblers, veeries, wood thrushes, cardinals, titmice, mock-
ingbirds, and flycatchers. Rising above the cacophony, I might 
hear the squawking voice of a fledgling crow having left the nest 
a bit too soon. Its parents will be voicing their concern as I lift 
the grotesque thing and place it onto a low branch and move 
away. I envision myself sitting out back on a fragrant warm late 
June evening with the wife and a beer and a kid or two and a 
dog instead of a puppy; watching fireflies begin their spectacle 
and noticing when the first bat appears overhead. I will resolve 
to count my blessings and take stock in what our hard work, love 
and nurturing has accomplished. I will realize that although the 
days will soon be getting shorter there will be so much more to 
look forward to; the first sweet corn, the cicadas by day and the 
katydids by night, many more evenings like this, Tricos and ter-
restrials, hummingbirds, silk moths and the waves crashing on 
the beach. 

We can choose to be like the shadows at the end of the day 
growing longer and darker and desiring to merge with the even-
tual night. Or we can be like the light between the shadows; 
holding on to hope at a time of greatest darkness. This is what I 
learned from my parents. So as I watch this shortest day transi-
tion into the longest night, I am thinking of them; how they 
marked with optimism each new day and faithfully kept a bright 
focus on the future. I realize now that I have only one true op-
tion; to look forward to the coming spring and the glorious run-
up to the Summer Solstice; and to live by the Philosophy of Late 
June. 

Andrew Leitzinger 

(Continued from page 9) 

Terry Peach 

A Marblehead Flyfisher 

5716 Kennett Pike Suite D 
Centerville,  DE  19807 
Phone: 302-654-6515 
Mobile: 302-743-0966        Hours:  Tue thru Fri  10AM-7PM 
Fax: 302-654-6533                                    Sat 10AM-5PM 
Email: AMHeadflyfisher@AOL.com 
Website:  www.amarbleheadflyfisher.com 

Backwaters 
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Change of address: 

� TU members log on www.tu.org 
to complete 
address change 

� All others, send changes of  
address to: 

VFTU 
PO Box 1356 
West Chester, PA 19380 

VFTU Officers & Board of Directors 

YES!  Please begin my one-year membership in Trout Unlimited. I un-
derstand my dues payment entitles me to all regular membership bene-
fits including a personal membership card and quarterly issues of Trout 
magazine.  VFTU members also receive our quarterly newsletter BANK-
NOTES. 

Name  _______________________________________________ 

Address  _______________________________________________ 

  _______________________________________________ 

City        _______________________________________________ 

State  ________   Zip   _____________ 

Phone  _________  -   _________  -  ______________________ 

*Email  _____________________________@ ________________ 

*Trout Unlimited does not make email addresses available to outside 
parties, for any reason, ever.  By providing your email address you help 
us reduce mailing and printing costs, which in turn helps the environ-
ment.  
 

�  Enclosed is my employer’s matching contribution gift form.  This is in addi-
tion to my membership application and payment. 

Trout Unlimited is incorporated as a 501(C)3 non-profit, 
educational, charitable organization, and all monetary and property 
donations are tax deductible to the extent allowed by law.   

Please select membership category: 

�  Stream Explorer $12     (18 and under) 
�  Senior  $20     (62 and older) 
�  Regular  $35 
�  Family/Contributor $50 
�  Sponsor  $100 
�  Conservator  $250 
�  Outfitters, Guides $295 
�  Stewardship  $500 
�  *Life   $1200 (no further dues) 
** Canadian members add $5, other countries add $20 per membership 

Payment enclosed: $ ________________  
Make checks payable to Trout Unlimited 

� VISA    � MASTERCARD    � AMEX    � DISCOVER 

Acct. Num:____________________________________________ 
Name on Card: _______________________________________ 
Exp Date: ______/________ 
Signature:   ___________________________________________ 

To ensure correct New Member Rebate, the VFTU chapter number is: 

Apply online at www.tu.org or cut out and mail to: 

290 

Trout Unlimited 
P.O. Box 7400 
Woolly Bugger, WV 25438 

Valley Forge Trout Unlimited Membership Application 

BANKNOTES 
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East Whiteland Township Building 
209 Conestoga Rd., Frazer, PA  

 

On Rt 401 just south of Rt 202 ramps 
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Thursday of each month 7:30 PM 

September through May  
NOTE: No General Meeting in March 
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