
Y ou just knew it was going to be a 
good day, when the first thing we 

saw when we arrived 
at Hibernia Park was 
an adult bald eagle 
lazily circling Cham-
bers Lake.  After sev-
eral passes, the bird 
headed down towards 
the dam.  Funny thing 
though, many of forty 
or so folks hanging out under the trees 
near the picnic tables didn't seem to 
notice.  They were fishing!  

The occasion was our first outing with 
our guys from Coatesville VA on Sep-

tember 15, and by any 
measure, it was a 
great success.  The 
largest fish caught was 
a ten inch smallmouth 
bass, but high rod 
honors went to shy, 
retiring Karl, who 
caught five sunnies on 

a Green Weenie, a fact that he proudly 
related to me at our next session. 

 

(Continued on page 6) 
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BBANKNOTEANKNOTESS  

Points of interest: 

- Another great Veteran’s 
Program update from Jim 
Clark 

- Someone whacked our tree 
plantings! 

- Write to your representa-
tive—HB1576 Endangered 
Species Coordination Act 
/SB1047  

- Trout eggs arrive at  
Robeson Elementary school 

-  The Fly Fishing Show is 
once again coming to Lan-
caster , PA! 

 

 
  

 

A s I begin this edition of “Notes”, it 
is a gray misty morning filled with 

orange, gold and fading green leaves, 
some on the trees and some waiting for 
me to do a bit of yard work, and far too 
warm for the calendar date.  Jim Clark 
has been pestering me to get to writing 
much earlier so Tom (Prusak) can get 
BANKNOTES to the printer and in the 
mail in a manner timely for the an-
nouncements being made.  Thanks 
Tom.  Jim pesters really well… it might 
even help…   >:-O 

A big Thank You goes to Chuck Cutshall 
for not only the September tree plant-
ing at Wilson Farm Park, but for the 
necessary repair activity of replanting 
and re-staking a major number of the 

trees.  I was a bit late because being 
my first time to the park I had to figure 
out the “where” in the park the planting 
was located. The “heavy” lifting was 
done by the time I found the group so I 
only turned a few tree tubes and met 
some of the remaining participants from 
Open Lands Conservancy; they are a 
great partner for VFTU.  Now that I 
have found it and learned what a pretty 
space this area of the park is, I will 
need to visit to walk, sit and watch 
while the trees grow.  Thanks Chuck! 

Jim Clark has written another excellent 
update for VFTU’s Project Healing Wa-
ters Fly Fishing program. I want to take 
this opportunity to clarify that “guys” is 

(Continued on page 2) 
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used as a gender neutral term.  At least that’s the way I 
use it.  I can’t imagine why after years of attempts to 
find gender neutral language “gals” would be necessary.  
But maybe I am just lacking imagination. 

Election Results 

The September General Meeting resulted in the addition 
of a few new board members and retirement of others 
we hope will continue to participate in VFTU activities.  
Thank you to Jim Ferrier and Neil Johnson for the time 
they have spent over their years on the board.  Neil has 
transferred his Trout in the Classroom activities to Dave 
Macaleer.  Thank you to Dave for taking this responsi-
bility.  Thank you to Frank Donohoe for the years hold-
ing the Treasurer spot especially getting us through all 
of the changes expected by National Trout Unlimited.  
Thanks also for the ongoing efforts to transition to a 
new Treasurer. Thank you to Chris Burns for becoming 
a VERY active member by taking on the Treasurer posi-
tion as well as BANKNOTES Advertising Manager. The 
updated listing of our Board and Officers can be found 
on page 11. 

 
Issue of Concern 

One of the current important issues in PA government 
that directly affects all fishers and hunters in the state is 
proposed bills to eliminate the independence of the 
Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission (PFBC) and The 
Pennsylvania Game Commission (PGC).  House Bill 
1576/ Senate Bill 1047 would add an extra layer of bu-
reaucracy and require an Independent Regulatory Re-
view Commission (IRRC)  review of all listings of threat-
ened or endangered species, and all designation of wild 
trout waters to be done through a formal rule-making 
process. All currently listed threatened and endangered 
species would be removed unless they are a federally 
listed species or they could complete a new review 
process for re-listing by the IRRC within two years. Re-
visiting all of this prior work would place additional bur-

den of time and money on the Commonwealth.  To list 
Wild Trout Waters the PFBC would need both IRRC and 
legislative approval neither of which has scientific exper-
tise to evaluate acceptability of data that would be 
needed. 

Independent Entities 

The loss of independence of the PFBC and PGC may 
cause loss of federal money to Pennsylvania, increase 
federal involvement in fish and wildlife management 
within the state and loss of protection for currently 
listed threatened and endangered species.  Those of us 
who purchase licenses for fishing and hunting will have 
to support this new bureaucracy through our purchase 
of licenses.  These changes could result in the loss of 
fishing and hunting opportunities and losses to the busi-
nesses that our purchases of equipment and services 
support.   

Please contact your Representative and Senator, 
and tell them that HB1576 and SB 1047 do not 
protect Pennsylvania’s streams, fish and wildlife.  
Find your legislator at: 

http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/home
/findyourlegislator/#address. 

Also, Katy Dunlap, TU Eastern Water Projects coordina-
tor, has started visits to legislators in Harrisburg for the 
2013-2014 legislative season.  If you are interested in 
participating please contact Katy at 607-703-0256 or by 
email: kdunlap@tu.org. 

National Trout Unlimited regularly emails information on 
actions members are requested to take.  Recently a re-
quest to support the Farm Bill has arrived that makes it 

(Continued from page 1) 

(Continued on page 8) 

NOTES FROM THE PREZ 

VFTU GENERAL MEETINGS 
Fairfield Inn—Lionville 

Just north of Exton on Rt. 100 
General Meetings are held the 

second Thursday of each month  
7:30 PM 

September through May 
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A s always seems to be the case, much has tran-
spired on the environmental front since last I 
have written. 

At this point not much has advanced with the Rain Gar-
dens in Wilson Farm Park except time.  The action that 
we mistook for the beginning of the berm construction 
ended up being just the removal of the hay bales.  So, 
over the last several months we have even lost the 
small hold back of storm water function that they were 
providing.  I have had a meeting with the public works 
director, and he assured me that there is now a work 
order in the system for at least delivering dirt to build 
the berm, but that was a month ago.  Meanwhile we 
are watering as necessary and trying to keep the deer 
browse down by spraying “Deer Off,” which isn’t work-
ing as well as I would have hoped. 

Tree-dyffrin 

In September Chuck Cutshall, VFTU VP and Tredyffrin 
Environmental Advisory Council member, had one of 
the most successful volunteer plantings that I have 
ever witnessed.  Something in the neighborhood of 
seventy volunteers showed up to plant 300+ trees and 
shrubs as well as relocate some previously planted 
trees.  It was an amazing effort, and the weather coop-
erated and gave us a warm early fall day.  Almost on 
schedule all the trees were in the ground and deer pro-
tection installed.  Just as we were finishing up and col-
lecting tools, trash and recyclables, a deer danced mer-
rily through the tree tubes… 

But the story doesn’t 
end here.   

Tree-dyffrin  
Uprooted 

About three weeks 
later I got a call from a 
quite agitated Chuck, 
who wasn’t the calm, 
cool Chuck Cutshall 
that I know.  Chuck 
said, “Some #%^*#!
&% has uprooted my 
trees and broken the 
stakes and knocked 
over the tree tubes!  

What am I going to do?”  So I told him what he was 
going to do (since I was heading out of town the next 
day feeling supremely guilty).  He was going to rustle 
up some volunteers and recover what trees he could 
and replace the broken stakes. If he didn’t replant and 
repair the damage, then the SOB would win.  I was 
glad to hear from Chuck that he rallied a good crew of 
volunteers and in two hours, they were able to restore 
the damage to nearly a pre-damage condition.  All of us 
at VFTU thank those short notice volunteers for their 
hard work.  There are many of us volunteers who hope 
that the perpetrator of this incident ends up with a 
wood chip stuck (use your imagination) somewhere.   

Crabby Sewer Work Ends 

The sewer work that has had Crabby Creek Park closed 
seems to have finally ended.  I had an opportunity to 
walk and view to site last evening and was joined by 
resident Sean Moir.  Prior to the heavy equipment con-
struction necessary to reline and replace sanitary sew-
ers, Crabby Creek Park was a tightly closed in forest 
that encroached on its main access road.  Today that 
access road is not too different to the south of Walnut 
Lane, but to the north it is significantly wider and has 
more than doubled length.  Where we once had lush 
forest we now have a 40 foot wide ledge that goes 
right to the stream bank totally devoid of vegetation.  I 
am distressed we have lost so many plantings.  I am 
looking for a volunteer to coordinate a work day in the 
park to clean up the nonfunctional tree tubes and 
posts, perhaps reestablish some deer protection that 
currently doesn’t exist and to repair other existing deer 
protection. 

DEP Issues Another Letter of Deficiencies to the 
PA Turnpike 

In an email dated October 17, 2013 Kevin Scheurick, 
P.E. project manager for the PTC commented to the 
Widening project’s Design Round Table, 
 “NPDES Permit – The PTC met with representatives of 
PADEP and the Chester County Conservation District on 
September 26, 2013 to review draft comments, which 
were a result of the technical review.  There are a sig-
nificant amount of comments to be resolved and a sig-
nificant amount of comments that were left un-

(Continued on page 9) 

Projects, Progress and Happenings in the Valley Creek Watershed 

Valley Forge  
Trout Unlimited 

T he Valley Forge Chapter of 
Trout Unlimited is dedicated 

to preserving, protecting, and  
restoring trout habitat throughout 
Chester County, Pennsylvania. 

Its 800+ members and affiliates 
are engaged in the fight to pre-
serve our precious coldwater re-
sources.  All similarly inclined per-
sons are invited to join. Refer to 
the membership application form 
found in the back of this issue of  
BANKNOTES. 

ENVIRONMENTAL UPDATE 
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OWENS LIVING WATERS 

A  few weeks ago Pete Goodman and I were at 
Crabby Creek, looking down from the top of the 

ravine at the stream with Kurt Imhof, Senator Casey’s 
aide.  As we discussed money needed to complete the 
pilot stream and watershed restoration project, a track 
hoe snapped down trees as it dug a new line for the 
sewer.  The noisy machine reminded me of all the con-
struction projects that have been unraveling one strand 
after another of Valley Creek’s increasingly fragile web of 
life. 

Suddenly, a red fox sauntered out, sat down near the 
creek and looked right at us.  As we reviewed the steps 
taken to restore Crabby Creek and the necessity to com-
plete the project, talking and gesturing for almost an half 
hour, that animal did not move and kept a steady gaze 
on us.  I felt that little fox silently saying to me, “Come 
over to our side and help us!” 

Looking Back 

As I reflected on what happened that day on Crabby 
Creek, I was nudged back to our Trout Unlimited goals: 
Preserve, Protect, Restore.  Since 1976 we have sought 
to save the cold-water streams of Chester County, work-
ing with residents, townships, and developers to protect 
and enhance the habitats of the fish and living creatures 

that share this planet with us.  We have done a lot, the 
wild trout in Valley Creek are still thriving, and yet con-
tinuing development is “unmaking” the habitats of natu-
ral life. 

A message came to me that my stream restoration men-
tor from Wisconsin, Dr. Bob Hunt, had died.  I felt sad.  
Who could fill the gap in my life left by the passing of my 
friend who wrote Trout Stream Therapy?  And I felt my 
78 years.  What more could I say and do to come over 
and help the living world? 

Despair can take us down or remind us that we are alive 
and here on Planet Earth for life-generating purposes.  
On a clear, cold and windy Saturday, April 20, I drove 
into Wilson Park for Chesterbrook’s first Earth Day Cele-
bration.  Bill Bellew had worked hard to bring folks to-
gether to care for the earth.  “Will anybody come?” I 
wondered.  Dr. David Dunbar’s Watershed Citizenship 
class was there, guided by Margot Taylor, Green Valleys 
Watershed Association, they were pulling out invasive 

plants and stashing them in bags.  Ten grade school chil-
dren and their parents were there, picking up trash from 
a wetland.  Two Open Lands Conservancy folks and a 
Trout Unlimited member were out in the woods lopping 
off invasive oriental bittersweet vines.  Melodie Magalon 
from Great Valley Nature Center was there with a live 
kestrel, cornsnake, skink, and box turtle, teaching us 
about our fellow creatures. 

Bill tapped the only clergy person there to lead the Earth 
Day service--me!  Seeing all these good folks lifted me 
up.  I was ready.  The children and their parents who 
picked up trash in the wetlands looked a little discour-
aged.  I bent over and spoke to a child, “You saw what 
people had thrown into that wetland--what a mess!  
Then you bent down and picked up one piece of gar-
bage.  That didn’t seem to make a difference, but you 
bent down again and again and began to fill your bag 
with trash.  Ten other children and their Dads and Moms 
were picking up trash, too.  When you finished and 

(Continued on page 10) 

Come Over and Help Us 

Valley Creek Workdays 
Yes we have monthly workdays! 

When? 
Saturdays following our general  meetings 

 

Where? 
Details provided at our general meetings or 
contact either Rod Horton or Pete Goodman 

 

Why? 
We are committed to protecting and 

preserving Valley Creek.  It’s also a great way 
to meet your fellow chapter members. 

 

Want to Help?  Please Contact 
Pete @ 610-827-7619  
Rod @ 610-666-6167  
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T alk to any active TU member and ask them what is 
the top issue affecting our wild trout streams, and 

they will tell you it is stormwater. In the rural areas of 
the state, stormwater carries sediments from gravel and 
dirt roads that warm and choke the stream, and in other 
areas stormwater lowers the pH and increases metals 
when running through the mining legacy of our state. In 
the urban and sprawling suburban areas of the state, the 
paving of the watershed has lead to conditions where 
small storms translate to flood events that erode our 
streambanks and scour our streambeds. 

Abundance of Big Storms 

In my short time on this planet (geologically speaking 
and relative to VFTU’s founding grey hairs), I have wit-
nessed rain events that translate to stream discharges 
equal to a couple 500 year storms and a handful of 100 
year storms. While each year I fish through scores of 2 
year stormwater spikes on my favorite wild trout stream, 
“Quandary Slough” (wink- wink, nudge-nudge). It has 
been long understood that this regime of stormwater 
events has been slowly killing our fisheries. The stream-
banks continue to collapse by the foot depositing silt on 
the spawning gravel and destroying bug habitat. As well 
as exposing infrastructure in conflict with water quality. 
The scouring of the streambed has left the once dense 
carpets of elodea, home to countless numbers of scuds 

and cressbugs, nothing 
more than a distant mem-
ory. It appears that we 
are facing Mutually As-
sured Destruction (MAD), 
a loss of our wild fisheries 
and therefore the loss of 
wild fisheries fishers. 

The absurdity of MAD is 
not lost on Trout Unlim-
ited. Volunteers log ever 
increasing hours attempt-
ing to change the course 
our streams are on.  VFTU 
members have tirelessly 
worked on stormwater 
mitigation by establishing 

riparian tree plantings, improving stormwater basins, 
making spray irrigation a reality and educating political 
leaders and homeowners as to their role in stormwater 
management. Tenacious advocates have been in the war 
room through the permit and design processes as our 

roadways and communities expand (despite the rules, 
there is fighting in the war room). The whole time we 
cling to the thought that nobody would allow our waters 
to die if they knew better and to spite the man-made 
insults to its integrity, our wild trout streams continue to 
fight on. Many of us have fished through these changes 
loving every opportunity to play with these wild fish as 
we ride the future we have created. 

Go Fishing? 

It was a couple months ago when 4-8” of rain fell in two 
hours on our region and as it fell I grabbed my hat, 
leaned back in the saddle and hollered. “Ye-Ha”, the 
world will never be the same after this (at least my little 
world). When the dust settled, I strung up my rod and 
went to survey what was left. I have never fished these 
runs or pools before, I am not sure of how to best ap-
proach the next bend despite the fact that I know the 
name of the black dog following me. Things seem so fa-
miliar but at the same time so very different. The rush of 
water has removed everything not strong enough to re-

(Continued on page 7) 

BACKWATERS 
Doctor Fishlove 

How I Learned to Stop Worrying and Learned to Love Stormwater 
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One of our guides, who shall remain nameless, told me 
that he had fished Valley Creek the day before, and had 
caught one trout.  As much as I hated to do it, yeah, I let 
him know that two of our guys, Devin and Will, had done 
likewise, but had caught five.  Hmm, who's guiding who? 

Good Turnout 

Volunteer coordinator Lewis McCollough had advised us 
that we would likely have a good turnout since food was 
involved, as our guy won't pass up a 
chance to dine on non-institutional 
fare.  The man does not lie.  Weg-
man's catering gave us a deal on 
hoagies, salads, and desserts, and 
this was supplemented by goodies 
brought by the volunteers.  Leftover 
chow was sent back to the VA with 
our appreciative guys. 

Claude Frisbee, of the VFW Henry J 
Thomas post 845 in Downingtown, 
stopped in to visit after the lunch.  As 
you may recall, post 845 gave us 
$3000 to get this up and going.  A 
heartfelt thanks goes out to all the 
badged and unbadged volunteers 
who came out to help. 

On October 14, eighteen volunteers 
got together at the VFW for a brain-
storming session.  A lot of ideas got 
kicked around, from fundraising, to 
holding informal weekly sessions, to planning our next 
outing next spring.  Tom Ames gave us some pointers on 
keeping the VFW in the loop for possible future support. 

Helping Others Get Started 

Jack McFadden is preparing a presentation which he will 
show to groups like the Disabled American Veterans, 
(DAV), Vietnam Veterans of America, (VVA), the Marine 
Corps League, and other VFW posts in the area, to drum 
up financial support, and possibly score some more vol-
unteers.  He has already placed a blurb in the newsletter 
of the Special Forces Association.  He has also put to-
gether a poster, he and Pete Goodman will be placing 
them in fly and tackle shops.  Chris Burns is going to 
pitch our project to the White Clay Fly Fishers.  Matt 
Romano will do the same to the Dame Juliana League, 
while Chuck Cutshall will be doing likewise at the Angler's 

Club of Philadelphia and the Main Line Fly Tyers. 

Our last two sessions in October have seen a new crop of 
guys attending.  Our buddy Devin was discharged and 
went back home.  The group decided to purchase a Ren-
zetti vise for him, and we put together a large grab bag 
of tools and materials so that he may continue with his 
tying.  I doubt if it will be long before he is serving as a 
volunteer near his home. 

Our first female vet began attending the sessions in Octo-
ber.  Chapter president Robbi Freisem 
purchased and signed two copies of 
"Trout Tales" to give her to take back 
to Walker House where the women 
vets are housed.  It needs repeating 
that this project is not just for guys.  I 
think the lady will be a quick study in 
the tying department as I had to look 
really closely to tell her Pheasant Tail 
nymph from the ones tied by instruc-
tor Joe Petrella.  It noticed that Joey 
actually took off his hat for this ses-
sion, and there was some concern that 
his brain had turned to mush.  You 
had to be there. 

Retro Raffle Anyone? 

One last thing.  A few issues ago, an 
article appeared in TROUT magazine 
by Chris Camuto that featured a photo 
of an old Perrine box full of wet flies.  
In the weird way my mind works, I 

thought that it would be a neat idea to find one of these 
boxes and put together a retro collection of old wets to 
be used for some sort of future fundraising effort. 

I enlisted the aid of Tom Ames to scour the shops and 
flea markets to try to find such a box, the one with clips, 
not the one with the springs that tend to ding up hook 
points.  No luck.  All of the many that he found were of 
the latter configuration.  At our outing, I was rooting 
through a large carton of flies and stuff that were being 
held in reserve for our guys, when lo and behold, there 
was an old Perrine staring at me.  I opened it up, and 
there were the clips!  I asked Pete from whence did this 
treasure come, and found out that it had belonged to Carl 
Dusinberre.  New it ain't, but like most of us, it is nicely 
worn and slightly beat up, with 135 of the 140 clips still 

(Continued from page 1) 

(Continued on page 7) 

Healing Waters 
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sist its force creating an eerie feeling of a wasteland.  
However, this is not the first time I have ventured into 
the aftermath of destruction and had to relearn this 
waterway, in fact it has been many (too many). But 
amidst the sadness of a lost friend is the excitement of 
a new adventure. It turns out that for every lost honey 
hole there is a new one and sometimes it is even better 
than the last one. Perhaps it is not destruction but a 
cleansing, a series of ablutions that open a pathway to 
enlightenment. I now get to experience and master a 
different wild trout stream without driving any further, 
without finding a new place to park or 
a new lunch spot. As a TU volunteer 
and angler, I must maintain a sense 
of optimism in the face of what I 
know are grave changes as we work 
to limit and lessen these assaults.  

“Robbi, I Can Walk”. 

 

(Continued from page 5) 

Backwaters 
 

Healing Waters 
functional.  I don't have any problem picturing Carl in-
flicting the damage to the other five, frantically ripping 
out some goodie to meet some emergency, do you? 

It is now filled with Brit patterns like the Professor and 
Grizzly King, sea trout and loch patterns like Mallard and 
Claret, Teal and Orange, and Peter Ross.  The Catskill 
patterns, the Cahills and Red Quill are in there too, 
along with the old/new soft hackles of Nemes and Leis-
enring. 

Learning to Crawl 

I have finally figured out why I have 
favored hackled wets for over fifty 
years.  I still can't tie paired wings to 
save my life.  Like I said, slightly beat 
up. 

Jim Clark 

(Continued from page 6) 

T oday the trout eggs arrived at the Robeson Ele-
mentary school just down my road.  Mrs. John-

son, the science teacher, and I counted the tiny 
eggs, separating the viable from the non-viables and 
placed them in their new environment.   There were 
a total of 317 eggs, with 44 of them not usable, and 
the 273 were wished a lot of luck.   We saw two tiny 
tails wiggling.   Working under a microscope would 
have been easier. 

The tank we are using is new to us this year and a 
much better set-up so it should be easier to control 
water quality.   The first year we released a total of 
4.  Last year a total of 35, so we hope to beat that 
number by a significant number this year, even 
though we received a lot fewer eggs this year. 

I just wanted to give you an update on this wonder-
ful program made possible partly by PATU and the 
PA Fish & Boat Commission 

Mimi Feeg 

Trout in the Classroom 

Fred Gender 
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possible to easily send a letter of email to your Senator.  
TU supports the farm bill because, “For decades, these 
smart, targeted investments have helped our farmers 
and ranchers improve their operations and stay competi-
tive while safeguarding our nation's soil, water and fish 
and game habitat.  In these tough times, they create 
jobs and boost local businesses and economies.”  The 
website address is http://www.tu.org/support-the-farm-
bills-conservation-programs if you did not receive that 
mail. 

The weather is getting cooler, the leaves need to be 
raked and it is time to go pester some fish again. 

Be well, 

Robbi 

(Continued from page 2) 

Prez Notes 

Robbi Freisem 

The following information 
was provided to the atten-
dees of the Annual Fall 
Meeting and Training by 
Bryan Moore, Vice President 
for Volunteer Operations & 
Watershed Programs, Trout 
Unlimited. 

- Pennsylvania is the largest 
council in Trout Unlimited 

- Pennsylvania has 48 Chap-
ters comprising 13,000 
members of which 209 are 
youth members 

- Pennsylvania Council has 
11 working committees 

- Pennsylvania Council has 2 
paid staff 

- There are 10 paid National 
Trout Unlimited staff work-
ing at least part time in PA 

- There has been a 30% 
increase in statewide mem-
bership 

- Pennsylvania Chapters 
have donated 74,500 hours 
and generated project value 
of $1,182,00 this past year 

- Trout Unlimited members 
have donated 678,000 vol-
unteer hours and generated 
more than $10,000,000 in 
projects.  Nationally average 
project expenditures are: 
Council = $84,500 and 
Chapter = $19,500. 

All of this goes to making 
Trout Unlimited a 
$27,400,000 operation. We 
are proud and “One Trout 
Unlimited” 

2014 Pennsylvania Fly Fishing Show 
Chuck Furimsky will once again bring his fabulous Fly 
Fishing Show to Lancaster, PA. So mark March 1 & 2 
2014 on your calendar—you don’t want to miss it! 

Show Hours: Sat 9:00 - 6:00; Sun 9:00 - 4:30 
  
Admission: Adult: $15 for one day 
                             $25 for two-day pass              

Children under 5 free, under 12: $2 
Scouts under 16 in uniform: Free! 
Active Military: $10 
Cash only at the gate 
For more information and updates go to: 
http://www.flyfishingshow.com/Lancaster.html 

Trout Unlimited Statistics 
2013 
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Who Ya Gonna Call? 
 

If you see a spill or fish kill, call us… 
Call any of your officers  

or board members  
(see the inside back cover of 

BANKNOTES) 
 

Illegal Fishing and Poaching or  
Disturbance of a Waterway: 

Notify the PA Fish and Boat Commission 
 

Fish Kills or Illegal Dumping: 
Notify the PA Fish and Boat Commission  

and 
PA Department of  

Environmental Protection (DEP) 
 

Water Quality and Pollution: 
Notify the PA Department of  

Environmental Protection (DEP) 
 

*** 

Pennsylvania Department of 
Environmental Protection 

 

Emergencies should be reported immediately  
by telephone to the Southeast Regional Office  

at 484-250-5900  
(24 hours a day, 7 days a week) 

 

Pennsylvania Fish and Boat  
Commission 

 
 

Our local WCO, Bob Bonney, has requested 
emergencies should be reported immediately  

to him via his cell phone: 
610-637-6398 

and to the Southeast Region of the PA F&BC 
(8:00 AM – 4:00 PM weekdays) 

717-626-0228 

Erosion and Sedimentation Issues: 
Notify the Chester County 

Conservation District 
610-925-4920 

 

Well and Septic Issues: 
Notify the Chester County 

Health Department 
610-344-6225  

Environment 
reconciled.  As a result, a high level meeting between the 
PTC and PADEP is currently being scheduled.” To me, the 
tone of this comment seems as if Kevin is looking for a politi-
cal solution to an engineering problem.   

I recently received a copy of a 24 page letter dated October 
11, 2013 that DEP sent to the Turnpike outlining deficiencies 
in their current plan.  We will be reviewing DEP’s comments 
with regards to our concerns. 

Grants 

We are awaiting word of award on the DCED grant applica-
tion through the Conservation District and Our Growing 
Greener application. 

Green Valleys Watershed Association is moving along with 
their Growing Greener grant to retrofit and enhance perform-
ance of a number of detention basins in the Valley Creek wa-
tershed.  Another piece of this grant which will be very inter-
esting is Clay H. Emerson, PHD, PE, CFM will again be looking 
at the basins of Valley Creek in a comparative report assess-
ing his findings at present as compared to his findings as a 
doctoral student more than a decade ago. 

HB1576 Endangered Species Coordination Act /
SB1047 

There is so much to be disgusted about with our political 
leaders.  But remember who put them there and that makes 
us responsible.  HB1576 is a terrible bill generated out of 
special interests.  It will harm the effectiveness of not only 
the PA Fish & Boat Commission but also the PA Game Com-
mission.  This isn’t a coordination; it is a power grab.  It’s a 
way to lessen the power and authority of those two inde-
pendent commissions that protect all of our animals including 
fish, reptiles, amphibians, mammals and birds.  The latest 
information states this house bill will be coming for a vote on 
November 13.  This bill weakens wild trout protection.   

Let your representative know how strongly you feel.  

 

(Continued from page 3) 

Pete Goodman 
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Living Waters 
looked at the space where you had been, it was clean 
and green.  Working together you made this earth a 
better place to live!”  Then we had a prayer of thanks-
giving. 

Remembering Dr. Hunt 

My Catholic friends remind me of saints like Francis of 
Assissi who marked out the way of life for us to follow.  
Dr. Bob Hunt is now with them on the other shore, 
sending back words of encouragement.  As I turn the 
pages of his book, Trout Stream Therapy, I hear him 
saying, “We did come over to the side of life and 
brought streams and rivers back to health.  Warm 
heavenly light shines in the darkness, and the darkness 
cannot overcome it.  I know because I am in that light 
now!  Don’t curse the darkness and worry about what 
you cannot do.  Instead light your candle and let it 
shine, just like those children did when they picked up 
trash.” 

In the time that remains we have a job to do--make 
this earth a better place for all creatures to live.  Pre-
serve--Protect--Restore.   

Come over and help us. 

Owen Owens 

(Continued from page 4) 
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� TU members log on www.tu.org 
to complete 
address change 

� All others, send changes of  
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VFTU 
PO Box 1356 
West Chester, PA 19380 

VFTU Officers & Board of Directors 

YES!  Please begin my one-year membership in Trout Unlimited. I un-
derstand my dues payment entitles me to all regular membership bene-
fits including a personal membership card and quarterly issues of Trout 
magazine.  VFTU members also receive our quarterly newsletter BANK-
NOTES. 

Name  _______________________________________________ 

Address  _______________________________________________ 

  _______________________________________________ 

City        _______________________________________________ 

State  ________   Zip   _____________ 

Phone  _________  -   _________  -  ______________________ 

*Email  _____________________________@ ________________ 

*Trout Unlimited does not make email addresses available to outside 
parties, for any reason, ever.  By providing your email address you help 
us reduce mailing and printing costs, which in turn helps the environ-
ment.  
 

�  Enclosed is my employer’s matching contribution gift form.  This is in addi-
tion to my membership application and payment. 

Trout Unlimited is incorporated as a 501(C)3 non-profit, 
educational, charitable organization, and all monetary and property 
donations are tax deductible to the extent allowed by law.   

Please select membership category: 

�  Stream Explorer $12     (18 and under) 
�  Senior  $20     (62 and older) 
�  Regular  $35 
�  Family/Contributor $50 
�  Sponsor  $100 
�  Conservator  $250 
�  Outfitters, Guides $295 
�  Stewardship  $500 
�  *Life   $1200 (no further dues) 
** Canadian members add $5, other countries add $20 per membership 

Payment enclosed: $ ________________  
Make checks payable to Trout Unlimited 

� VISA    � MASTERCARD    � AMEX    � DISCOVER 

Acct. Num:____________________________________________ 
Name on Card: _______________________________________ 
Exp Date: ______/________ 
Signature:   ___________________________________________ 

To ensure correct New Member Rebate, the VFTU chapter number is: 

Apply online at www.tu.org or cut out and mail to: 

290 

Trout Unlimited 
P.O. Box 7400 
Woolly Bugger, WV 25438 

Valley Forge Trout Unlimited Membership Application 

BANKNOTES 



Valley Forge Chapter of Trout Unlimited 
PO Box 1356 
West Chester, PA  19380 

VFTU GENERAL MEETINGS 
  

   

Fairfield Inn—Lionville 

Just north of Exton on Rt. 100 
General Meetings are held the 

second Thursday of each month  
7:30 PM 

September through May 
 

December12th 

Fall Raffle Drawing 
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