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February 8, 2016 

Tredyffrin Township 

1100 Duportail Road  

Berwyn, PA 19312 

Dear Tredyffrin Supervisors, Mr Martin and staff: 

The Valley Forge Chapter of Trout Unlimited (VFTU) has been active in restoring, preserving and protecting the Valley 

Creek watershed since 1976; it is VFTU’s 40th anniversary.  

VFTU’s only interest is to preserve, protect and restore the Valley Creek watershed.  Towards this goal, VFTU has 

shepherded many projects around the watershed.  Projects have included riparian restorations in Valley Forge National 

Historical Park and elsewhere, stream enhancements, habitat improvement projects, stream bank stabilizations, silt and 

erosion control projects, stream relocation to eliminate interference with a sanitary sewer, stormwater ordinance 

improvements, demonstration stormwater projects such as infiltration swales, rain gardens, and stormwater basin 

retrofits and naturalizations.  VFTU has pursued litigation as a last resort and only when necessary to protect the 

watershed.  One such litigation resulted in the Valley Creek Settlement Agreement with DEP (September 2001). 

VFTU has ongoing projects in the watershed, several of these are in partnership with Tredyffrin Township, others occur 

in the township. 

 Hilltop and Friendship Drive Infiltration Projects were designed several years ago and have been awaiting 

installation until funds could be found to make them a reality.  Three separate grants were secured by Valley 

Forge Chapter of Trout Unlimited to fund the $157,000.00 needed to build these projects.  Adding to the cost 

and project pace has been a recent township paving project.  The value of these projects is substantial in terms 

of infiltrating stormwater in headwater areas, which not only reduces flood volume and prevents property and 

stream damages downstream during storms, but may also support the Township’s Pollution Reduction Plan 

required in 2016/17.  VFTU is requesting the Township consider providing a modest funding supplement, which 

is needed to help ensure the project is implemented and will avoid in-hand grant funds being withdrawn.   

 The Wilson Farm Park Rain Gardens (this feels like the forever project) was conceived as a functional and 

educational demonstration project at this very public location in 2010.  Collaboration with many individuals 

and groups and funding from Valley Creek Trustee Council, culminated with two attractive modest 

demonstration rain gardens near Wilson Park’s main entrance, which were built and planted in 2013.  The 

agreement associated with this project is that three years after installation and volunteer maintenance, the 

Township would take responsibility for garden maintenance.  Prior to this turnover, it is our intention to meet 

with Dean Wilkins and his maintenance crews to review and finalize maintenance procedures.  This will be 

done with input from Mr. Wilkins and his staff.  The community has invested in these gardens; it is in 

everyone’s best interest for the gardens to thrive, and VFTU wants to continue to partner with the Township to 

ensure the stormwater rain gardens are properly maintained. 
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 Wilson Run Stormwater Modeling is an ongoing project originally funded by VFTU and some grant funding.  The 

project may now benefit from additional funding VFTU has applied for through a National Fish and Wildlife 

Foundation innovation grant to expand and enhance Wilson Run modeling.  The concept is for the model to be 

made so that it can be easily used by the township.  The model will support strategic decision-making about 

current runoff and locate sites and types of Best Management Practices (BMPs) to reduce runoff volume and 

sediment pollution loading. The development of this model will benefit Tredyffrin and its neighboring 

townships and aid in the creation of mandated Pollution Reduction Plans.  

 Other ongoing projects in the township are through the Green Valleys Watershed Association’s stormwater 

basin naturalizations, which are Growing Greener Grant funded initiatives to improve the function of existing 

basins through the planting of native vegetation. 

 VFTU and its partner groups, individuals, funding agencies and foundations have dedicated tremendous capital 

and human resources to support a quality of life and natural resource preservation in the township.  For 40 

years, our efforts have made substantial progress protecting, preserving and restoring watersheds, controlling 

stormwater runoff, including efforts with direct and indirect benefits to township taxpayers including residents, 

homeowners and commercial property owners and have helped preserve property value.  As such, VFTU would 

like to formally request the township commit fiscal resources and manpower to sustain and support this body 

of work and ensure its legacy. 

 

With this background, we are requesting further consideration on recent developments that can undo and adversely 

affect progress including potentially jeopardizing future grant funding into the township.  

On December 21, 2015 the Tredyffrin Township Board of Supervisors approved a Settlement Agreement with the PA 

Turnpike Commission (see http://www.tredyffrin.org/Home/ShowDocument?id=6838).  The Agreement will in essence 

relieve the Commission from complying with the township stormwater ordinance (see http://ecode360.com/7114502) 

for the Turnpike widening project (MP 320 -326).  It is the consensus of Valley Forge Chapter of Trout Unlimited and the 

Valley Creek Coalition that the Settlement Agreement is illegal and as such, the entering into this agreement was an 

illegal act.  The township is bound by state law and the state constitution to enforce its ordinances and protect its 

natural environment.  We are considering legal action against the township to have the Settlement Agreement declared 

illegal and therefore voided.  The township must enforce its ordinances uniformly with no exception. 

Because it is our desire and intention to continue our work in the Valley Creek watershed and in and with Tredyffrin 

Township, we come to you before any legal filing to see if you can offer any remedy.  If there is no remedy available, we 

may initiate an action in two weeks of the date of this letter. 

Sincerely Yours, 

 

W.E. “Pete” Goodman, III 

http://www.tredyffrin.org/Home/ShowDocument?id=6838
http://ecode360.com/7114502

