
M ark your calendars, the TROUT SHOW 
will be taking place on March 26th and 

VFTU has lined up noted Colorado author, an-
gler & photographer Steve Schweitzer—this is a 
show you don’t want to miss!  I want to thank 
Steve for sending along the 
following bio. 

“Steve is the backcountry guru 
of Colorado’s high-mountain 
lakes” says Ross Purnell, Edi-
tor of Fly Fisherman Maga-
zine.  And to support that 
claim, Steve has spent the 
better part of the past few 
decades dedicated to explor-
ing and fishing Colorado’s high 
country angling, focusing on 
Rocky Mountain National Park 
and the adjacent Indian Peaks 
Wilderness Area.  To Steve, 
it’s not just about the fishing, 
but about the journey, the experiences and the 
exhilaration of spending time in the high alti-
tude backcountry chasing trout.  He’s hiked 
several thousand miles above 8,000ft in Colo-
rado alone, to support the research necessary 
for his books “A Fly Fishing Guide to Rocky 
Mountain National Park” and “A Fly Fishing 

Guide to Colorado’s Indian Peaks Wilderness 
Area”.  His passion for the high country comes 
through in his presentations with stunning pho-
tography, once-in-a-lifetime stories and sharing 
proven effective high altitude fishing tactics. 

Steve is a contributing editor for 
Angling Trade magazine and 
author of the ‘Masters at the 
Vise’ column for Southwest, 
Northwest and Eastern Fly Fish-
ing Magazines.  He has authored 
numerous articles appearing in 
Fly Fisherman Magazine, Trout, 
Wall Street Journal and a myriad 
of other regional angling publi-
cations.  He also is contributing 
author & illustrator for the book 
“Drag Free Drift – Presentation 
Techniques for Fly Fishing”, au-
thored by Joe Kissane.  His fly 
tying patterns appear in books 

by Chris Mann, John Shewey, FFF Masters, Rick 
Takahashi & Jerry Hubka.  Steve makes his 
home in Greeley, CO.  By day, Steve works as a 
consultant in the broadband and digital media 
industries. 

Jeff Bush 
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NOTES FROM THE PREZ 

Lace up the hiking boots and string up a rod—join us for a night of high altitude angling 

L ast week talking with Jim Clark, I decided I 
would write about the Fish and Boat Com-

mission’s ideas for gaining more income through 
selling more fishing licenses with trout stamps, 
under the guise of “improvement of trout man-
agement” for the Delayed Harvest Artificial 
Lures Only Special Regulations Areas (DHALO).   
Jim Clark has already sent his letter off to Direc-
tor John Arway. I laughed all of the way 
through it which is probably a sign of how 
warped and sarcastic I really am. As Jim has 
written about this proposal so much better than 
I could I am going to take from him.  Also, our 
good friend Bob Molzahn from the Dame Juliana 
League has allowed us to reprint his article on 
this subject which appeared in their Winter 
2015 newsletter. 

So back to Jim’s letter—the main proposed 

changes (in bold) are followed by Jim’s com-
mentary. 

Move the start of the trout harvest period 
from June 15 to the Saturday before Me-
morial Day 
 
“Since much of the Commission's concern is 
rooted on maximum return of stocked fish, and 
since much of the predation of these fish by 
avian predators and human poachers occurs 
between when the fish are stocked and Opening 
Day, these losses can be almost eliminated by 
getting rid of Opening Day.  It will be pointed 
out that the Commission needs this month to 
get all of the streams stocked, but to maximize 
harvest on the investment, which seems to be 

Steve Schweitzer 
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their goal, hoards of anglers fishing one or two streams at a time 
would help accomplish this.  Personally, I no longer fish on Open-
ing Day, but I do have to admit that it does possess that ‘can't look 
away from the train wreck’ sort of charm to it.” 

Allow the use of bait by all anglers during the trout harvest 
period 
 
“Rationale:  This will generate additional angling opportunities for a 
segment of the angling population that is currently unable to fish in 
a DHALO area utilizing their preferred method of angling."  If this 
line of ‘reasoning’ ever migrates to the Game Commission, I should 
soon be able to hunt deer in archery season using my .308.  For 
this alone, these two agencies should never be allowed to merge. 

"Allowing bait during the harvest period in PA could result in in-
creased use of these waters by out-of-state anglers that enjoy the 
Delayed Harvest program in neighboring states."  It could also re-
sult in residents of PA going to other states to enjoy quality angling 
instead of putting up with crowds of anglers here.” 

Allow youth anglers under the age of 16 to use bait year-
round in DHALO areas 
 
This is my favorite.  “Rationale:  This proposed change will gener-
ate additional angling opportunities for a segment of the angling 
population that may not have mastered the use of flies or lures, 
especially youth and families.  A mentor will be able to fish in 
DHALO waters using flies and lures while the youth utilize bait.”  
And here all along I thought that one of the main reasons for hav-
ing these areas was to provide a place to master these skills.  And 
what is it that a "mentor" actually does?  Does the Commission 
really believe that real mentors, that is, those instructors teaching 
advanced skills to kids, will continue to use these areas if their 
young charges have to compete with older kids using bait?  To be 
fair, how can a kid be expected to send text messages if they con-
stantly have to pay attention to their spinner's proximity to snags?  
Again, if the Game Commission gets caught up in this silliness, 
expect to see a handout from them titled, "How to master grouse 
wingshooting by trapping muskrats."  (Or 'possums, weasels, etc.)  
The Commission really needs to hear from real mentors, and not 
babysitters.  If this proposal is adopted, it could lead to some very 
interesting interactions with our WCO's such as, "Geez Officer Bon-
ney, ah ain't bait fishin' these here worms are for mah kids, they're 
around here somewhere."  Yeah, see how that works for you.” 

Change the minimum length limit from 9 inches to 7 inches 
 
“Rationale: This will simplify regs by reducing the number of differ-
ent trout length limit requirements that PA anglers need to remem-
ber. Because the length of stocked trout exceeds 10 inches, a 
change in the length limit from 9 to 7 inches will have no effect on 
the harvest of these fish.  The Commission needs to be reminded 
that, by their own reasoning, raising the statewide limit to 9 inches 
would do exactly the same thing.  It would also have the unin-
tended consequences of protecting the second year wild fish of 8 
inches that occur in some of these areas, like Chester County's 
West Valley Creek, and Brandywine's East Branch.  Failing that, I 
still find it galling that the Commissioners find us knuckle dragging 
troglodytes incapable of keeping two numbers in our heads at the 
same time.” 

From the Commissioners’ Policy Manual for PA F&B:  
 

“Resource First” is a philosophy that describes the first priority of 
the Commission’s mission and that of the Fish and Boat Code, as 
well as the Commission’s fundamental role in fulfilling and support-
ing the provisions of Article 1, Section 27 (Natural Resources and 
Public Estate) of the Constitution of the Commonwealth of Pennsyl-
vania. 

 
The Commissioners’ belief that the Commonwealth’s aquatic re-

sources are the valuable collateral that secures all fishing and 
boating activities. 

The notion that protecting, conserving, and enhancing the Com-
monwealth’s aquatic resources is the agency’s first manage-
ment priority. 

The Commissioners’ expectation that the agency’s activities, regula-
tions, and methods of work will be evaluated and practiced 
within the context of this priority.” 

To which Jim provided the ‘commentary’ of others. “…that the 
Commission needed to get rid of that "Resource First" silliness, and 
replace it with something more appropriate.  Suggestions included 
the more benign "PA, where special ain't so special any more" to 
"PA, where golden trout are stocked but the goose that laid the 
golden egg is slaughtered" and "PA, where kids are taught to fly-
fish by handing them a can of corn" … "PA, where the only good 
trout is a dead trout" … "PFBC, where old Soviet economists go to 
die" and "PFBC, where backlash used to mean a tangled reel…" 

(Continued from page 1) 

(Continued on page 9) 

NOTES FROM THE PREZ 

VFTU GENERAL MEETINGS 
East Whiteland Township Building—Frazer 

209 Conestoga Road 
On Route 401 just south of Rt 202 ramps 

General Meetings are held the 
second Thursday of each month  

7:30 PM 
September through May 

NOTE: No General Meeting in March 
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Tredyffrin Sewer line breaks update 

A  consent decree was entered into between PA DEP and Tre-
dyffrin Township and their Municipal Authority on November 

20, 2014, 10 days before our federal clean water law suit was to 
have been filed.  The consent decree, essentially  a response to our 
legal action provided for nearly all the remedies we were seeking 
and therefore negated the uncomfortable act of going forward with 
legal action (although we were prepared to do so).  Please refer to 
the Press Release reproduced at the end of this article for further 
details.  We are in the possession of the two documents required to 
be submitted in 60 days – the Emergency Response Plan and the 
Assessment and Recommendations to Reduce Operational Risk.  
Both were just received and we have not had an opportunity to 
review them.  More to come on their content and substance later. 

Atwater Lake cold water discharge 

It is the end of January and I have not had an update for a while 
from Trammell Crow on how they are doing with the restoration of 
the operation of the cold water discharge system for Atwater Lake.  
I guess I have to tweak them a bit for that. 

In any event the news is good.  Through Trammell Crow’s continu-
ing efforts to correct the deficiencies with the cold water discharge 
system much of the flow has been restored and the lake level has 
receded from discharging out the Emergency overflow.  I have not 
been over recently but the last good information I received showed 
the lake level at least a foot below the emergency spillway.  Very 
good news indeed. 

Wilson Farm Park Rain Gardens 

Now it is the end of January and we still haven’t cleaned up the 
rain gardens in Wilson Farm Park.  I must admit that had a lesser 
value on my things to do list than most everything else.  Yet, it 
does still remain there and I will get to it at some point.  That final 
report finally did get written.  Which reminds me that I will have to 
get that posted on the web site. 

Looking forward to our 
final year of maintenance 
of the rain gardens before 
they become the responsi-
bility of Tredyffrin Town-
ship I would like to see the 
completion of the berms 
that I have been talking 
about for more than two 
years as well as planting 
those berms and getting 
the in-fill plantings done.  I 
will be working on this.  
Stay tuned. 

Crabby Creek Park and 
Radbill Park: 

In both Crabby Creek Park 
and Radbill Park, which is 

pretty much just downstream, we have over the years done some 
significant planting of trees and shrubs.  The most recent planting 
was the TreeVitalize tree planting done in September 2014.  A 
number of the areas were protected from deer damage by the use 
of deer fencing.  Deer fencing requires maintenance.  Branches fall 
onto the fence pull it down sometimes tearing it.  Just the frost 
heaving of the ground can dislodge the corner bracing.  We are 
going to try to get a work day together to correct the damaged 
fencing and also to correct and damaged tree tubes that are still 
needed as well as remove tree tubes that are no longer necessary. 

Crabby Creek Phase II TreeVitalize planning 2015 

In my Fall 2014 article I really sounded confident that this project 
was a done deal, in my Winter article it appeared it wasn’t going to 
happen.  For those of us trying to get this grant work done this has 
been a frustrating period.  We have decided to take a year off, not 
pressure Tredyffrin and attempt to do the project under the 2015 
grant application round which would mean planting to occur in 
2016.  We still view this project as very important. 

Other Grants 

Chuck Marshall had the initial telephone conference on November 
6th with the design engineering firm, CH2MHill, and a representa-
tive from Tredyffrin Township’s engineering staff pertaining to the 
installation of stormwater infiltration berms on Friendship Drive.  At 
the meeting CH2MHill was directed to move forward with complet-
ing the drawing and specifications and to send them to the town-
ship for approval.  The drawings are now at the township awaiting 
their action.  The grants to fund this project were obtained from 
Growing Greener, the Schuylkill River Heritage Area and the Valley 
Creek Trustee Council and total $157,000.00.  Thank you Chuck for 
moving this important project along. 

Green Valleys Watershed Association (GVWA) 
continues to work on their Growing Greener 
grant, which is centered in the Valley Creek Wa-
tershed and involves the reduction of stormwa-
ter.  They are trying to identify stormwater ba-
sins that would be suitable for retrofitting and/or 
naturalizing.  They are working with Liberty 
Properties on a couple of their basin to improve 
the stormwater management functions of 
the basins. 

Projects, Progress and Happenings in the Valley Creek Watershed 

Valley Forge  
Trout Unlimited 

T he Valley Forge Chapter of 
Trout Unlimited is dedicated 

to preserving, protecting, and  
restoring trout habitat throughout 
Chester County, Pennsylvania. 

Its 800+ members and affiliates 
are engaged in the fight to pre-
serve our precious coldwater re-
sources.  All similarly inclined per-
sons are invited to join. Refer to 
the membership application form 
found in the back of this issue of  
BANKNOTES. 

ENVIRONMENTAL UPDATE 

Pete Goodman 

STOCKING HELP NEEDED 

The PA F&BC trout stockings will be starting soon, and they can 
use your help.  We certainly partake in the enjoyment of catch-
ing some of these fish, so, if you can, please give the Fish & 
Boat guys and gals a hand getting these fish into some of our 
favorite streams.  Any help you can provide is very much appre-
ciated. 

Stocking Schedule:   

The PA Fish & Boat Commission stocking schedule can be found 
at:  http://fbweb.pa.gov/stocking/TroutStockingDetails_GIS.aspx  
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D espite the title, this article does not pertain to the PFBC's 
proposed rule changes to waters under Delayed Harvest Arti-

ficial Lures Only (DHALO) regulations.  However, in case you have-
n't heard, sweeping changes have been proposed.  Do yourself a 
favor and read up on these proposals, and let the Commission 
know how you feel.  If you have a hair trigger gag reflex like I do, 
keep a bucket in front of you. 

But back to the bait fishing I'm talking about, we need to drift back 
to several Project Healing Waters (PHWFF) events that we hosted 
back in December.  We held these winter solstice gatherings at 
both our out-patient location at the West Bradford Fire Company, 
and at the CVAMC where we hold our sessions for in-patients.  
Make no mistake about it, when it comes to luring vets, artificials 
just don't cut it, you need to use bait.  We chummed with chili, 
cookies, coffee, various venison by-products, and an amazing pie.  
We scored our first vet, and Chip Swarner put on a tying demon-
stration, complete with a flow tank that shows how a fly works in 
moving water.  We still continue to train the trainers on fly tying at 
the sessions here, and are in the process of starting work on rod 
building under the guidance of Jack Hines.  We have a great crew 
of volunteers here, with Jay Breneman and Dave Riggio doing an 
outstanding job running the show.  About twenty folks showed up 
for this shindig. 

Matt Seymour and his elves, Ken Van Gilder and Ken Leung put 
together the festivities at Coatesville and, again a masterful job 
was done, as twenty-five vets were lured from their lairs.  We ab-
solutely get that many of those that come to these affairs only 
show up for the food, in this case, hoagies, pop, cookies, and more 
deer goodies, but subsequent tying sessions have drawn more vets 
than usual, ten at one, so I believe that these little parties really 
work for us. 

Oops, I almost forgot to tell you about Colonel Mo.  A few hours 
prior to our get together at the firehouse, I got a call from Jack 
McFadden saying that he had two huge bags of coats donated by 
the West Chester Gun Club to deliver to the Veteran's Multi-Service 
Center in Coatesville.  We didn't have any problem finding the 
place, but found the door locked when we got there.  A nice young 
lady who was taking a break outside, laughed and pointed to the 
sign instructing you to push the buzzer to get let in.  After I feebly 
explained that we were just draftees, we were let in.  After we 
dropped off the coats, we signed in and met Col. Mo.  I'm guessing 
that "Mo" is short for Maureen, and you know you're getting old 
when retired Army Colonels are mere puppies.  Mo was wearing a 

Navy sweatshirt, the result she said, of a poorly thought out bet on 
the Army-Navy game.  Mo introduced us to some of her staff, and 
gave us a tour of the place which has been open only since Oct. 
'13, and briefed us on their mission.  Jack and I then briefed her on 
our PHWFF activities.  We spent a hour there and were both im-
pressed by the progress they have made in a little over a year, in 
turning the old Saint Cecilia's grade school into the VMC.  Word 
must be getting out because the entire time we were there, volun-
teers were lugging in donations.  Way to go Mo. 

Chapter PHWFF activities are generating an enormous number of 
volunteer hours.  In November I was tabulating my hours and saw 
that I had made it to 40 sessions, or 100 hours.  Since I don't 
drive, I got lugged to and from these sessions by other volunteers, 
and on a few nights when none were available, 
Mary takes me up and I find a way back.  Haven't 
had to walk back once.  These volunteers include 
Jack McFadden, Dave Riggio, Chuck Cutshall, Bill 
Fedora, Jay Breneman, Ted Nawalinski, and of 
course, Mary. 

You guys are the heroes of this project.    

Bait Fishing 

Jim Clark 

EL CHEAPO FLY TYER 

2015 Pennsylvania Fly Fishing Show 
February 28 & March 1  

Chuck Furimsky will once again bring his fabulous Fly 
Fishing Show to Lancaster, PA. So mark 2/28 & 3/1 on 
your calendar—you don’t want to miss it! 

Show Hours: Sat 9:00 - 5:30 ; Sun 9:00 - 4:30 
 
Admission: Adult:  
$15 for one day 
$25 for two-day pass              

Children under 5 free, under 12: $2 
Scouts under 16 in uniform: Free! 
Active Military: $10 
Cash only at the gate 
For more information and updates go to: 
http://www.flyfishingshow.com/Lancaster.html 

The International Fly 
Fishing Film Festival. 
One night only, Sat-
urday, February 28 
at 6:30pm.  $15; 
$10 in advance. 
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 ENVIRONMENTAL GROUPS’ THREAT OF LAWSUIT BRINGS ACTION TO PROTECT VALLEY FORGE, VALLEY CREEK 

Binding Court Order Will Prevent Future Sewage Spills, Civil Penalty For Tredyffrin Township’s Past Violations 
 

[PHILADELPHIA, PA] — The threat of a pending Clean Water Act lawsuit by PennEnvironment and the Valley Forge Chapter of Trout 
Unlimited (VFTU) against Tredyffrin Township compelled state environmental regulators to take their own legal action against the Town-
ship, and to forge a legally binding plan to fix and replace an aging, failure-prone sewage pipeline.  

 The settlement includes a penalty of $110,500 against the Township, and is expected to resolve the repeated pipeline ruptures that have 
caused millions of gallons of untreated sewage to be illegally discharged into Valley Forge National Historical Park and Valley Creek.  

 “All along, PennEnvironment and Trout Unlimited have stated that our top priority is to see a comprehensive solution to the sewage 
pipeline ruptures plaguing Valley Forge and the Valley Creek, and not to see the inside of a courtroom,” said PennEnvironment Director 
David Masur. “The settlement with Pennsylvania DEP assesses an appropriate financial penalty for Tredyffrin’s ongoing environmental 
violations, and contains a pro-active plan for avoiding future sewage blowouts.” 

 On September 29, 2014, PennEnvironment and VFTU had sent the Township and state regulators a “60-day notice letter,” the for-
mal notice of intent to sue that is required before private groups can enforce the federal Clean Water Act.  56 days later, the Pennsyl-
vania Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) obtained judicial approval of a plan requiring Tredyffrin Township and its Municipal 
Authority to repair and replace the pipeline.   

 In the consent decree, Judge Jacqueline C. Cody of the Chester County Court of Common Pleas declared that Tredyffrin Township and 
the Tredyffrin Township Municipal Authority had violated the Pennsylvania Clean Streams Law during each of the three sewer line failures 
since 2012. 

 “After two years of increasingly severe sewage pipeline breaks, no emergency response plan other than ‘dump the sewage in the creek,’ 
and no plan to replace this aging pipeline, Trout Unlimited feels that we have once again fulfilled our role as environmental stewards by 
helping to drive this outcome,” said Pete Goodman, a former president of VFTU and local fisherman who has fished in Valley Creek for 
over 40 years.  

 The first leak from the sewer line occurred in early 2012, followed by two massive ruptures in 2014.  During the pipeline ruptures in 
February and March 2014, Tredyffrin Township discharged approximately 21 million gallons of untreated sewage directly into Valley 
Creek, a tributary of the Schuylkill River that flows through the national park.  Valley Creek has been designated as an “Exceptional 
Value” stream—the state’s highest water quality classification—by DEP, and as a “Class A wild trout stream” by the Pennsylvania Fish and 
Boat Commission. 

Of the $110,500 penalty, $38,000 will be devoted to help fund the preparation of a stream bank stabilization and floodplain restoration 
design for 945 feet of the severely eroded stream bank of Valley Creek. 

 “One of the most effective aspects of the federal Clean Water Act is that it empowers local residents and citizen groups to take action 
when the local polluter and environmental regulators won’t,” stated Masur. “This case is a perfect example of how concerned citizens 
have the ability to achieve speedy and effective resolution of serious environmental problems.” 

 The consent decree includes a schedule requiring replacement of the pipeline, known as the “Valley Creek Trunk Sewer Force Main,” 
beginning in early 2016.  Recent inspections of the 36-year-old pipeline have revealed areas of severe deterioration.  The consent decree 
also requires the development of an emergency response plan in the event of another pipeline rupture that must be submitted to DEP by 
January 20, 2015.  For each day the Township misses a specified deadline listed in the consent decree, the Township must pay an addi-
tional penalty of $100. 

 PennEnvironment is a citizen-based non-profit, non-partisan environmental advocacy organization that promotes clean air, clean water, 
and open space protection. For more information about PennEnvironment, visit our website at www.PennEnvironment.org.  

The Valley Forge Chapter of Trout Unlimited is dedicated to conserving, protecting and restoring coldwater fisheries and their water-
sheds. 

The groups were represented by the Boston-based, non-profit National Environmental Law Center, which represent citizen groups across 
the country in actions to enforce the nation’s environmental laws. 

   

David Masur, Director 
PennEnvironment 
1420 Walnut Street, Suite 650 
Philadelphia, PA 19102 

(215) 732-5897 

PRESS RELEASE 



All Proceeds To Be Used For 

Environmental Restoration and 
Protection of Northern Chester 

County Trout Streams  

Valley Forge Trout Unlimited Valley Forge Trout Unlimited 

RAFFLES—NEW MEMBER RAFFLE—RODS—REELS—ARTWORK—ENVIRONMENTAL DISPLAYS 
FLY FISHING SCHOOL SIGNUPS—FRESHWATER & SALTWATER FLIES FOR SALE—AND MORE... 

March 26March 26thth  

doors open doors open @ @ 6:30 PM6:30 PM  
  

Valley ForgeValley Forge  
Middle SchoolMiddle School  

  

105 West Walker Road105 West Walker Road  
Wayne, PAWayne, PA  

  

Adults $5Adults $5  
Kids under 16Kids under 16  

FREE !!!FREE !!!  

TROUT SHOW 2015TROUT SHOW 2015 

   
Colorado’s Guru of High Country Angling            

SteveSteveSteve   
            SchweitzerSchweitzerSchweitzer

   
Featuring... 
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T he Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission (PFBC) is 
considering a proposal brought forward by their staff to 

change the catch restrictions for Delayed Harvest Artificial Lures 
Only Special Regulation Areas (DHALO). The current regulations 
allow ONLY the use of artificial lures and flies in designated DHALO 
areas year-round. Prior to June 15 trout must be released. After 
June 15 trout 9-inches or more can be harvested according to 
specified limits. The details of the PFBC proposal are given in the 
agenda of the January 21-22, 2015 PFBC Commissioner’s meeting 
on their website. I have extracted the pertinent parts of the pro-
posal from this document and have provided them below in their 
entirety.  
 
“The Delayed Harvest Artificial Lures Only (DHALO) Pro-gram was 
established in 1983. As a first-of-its-kind regulation in the country, 
Delayed Harvest management was designed to pro-vide for an 
extended period of catch and release angling for stocked trout. As 
angler interest for stocked trout fishing declined on these waters 
and stream conditions became less favorable for stocked hatchery 
trout survival (due to decreased flow and elevated water tempera-
tures) later in the year, harvest using a low creel limit was permit-
ted. The harvest season was designed to allow for harvest of 
stocked trout before they were lost to natural mortality. Since the 
program’s inception it has been one of the Commission’s most 
popular programs. In the 31 years since the program began, an-
gler attitudes, preferences and interest in stocked trout fishing 
have changed as evidenced by on-the-water angler interviews 
conducted by Com-mission biologists as well as data from con-
tracted statewide trout angler telephone surveys conducted in 
1991 and 2008.  
 
Furthermore, Commission biologists have a better understanding 
of the performance of this regulation through evaluations of the 
biology and water temperatures of the streams that are managed 
in the program. Through these observations, staff have deter-
mined that modifications to the DHALO Program can be made that 
will simplify the regulation, increase angler success for stocked 
trout, allow for a more efficient use of expensive hatchery raised 
trout and encourage use by more anglers. The specific modifica-
tions to the DHALO Program along with the rationale for the pro-
posed changes follow: 

Move the start of the trout har-
vest period from June 15 to the 
Saturday before Memorial Day. 

Rationale: Moving the start of the 
trout harvest period from June 15 to 
late May coincides with a period of 
time when anglers are still most in-
terested in fishing for stocked trout 
and water conditions are more con-
ducive to trout feeding activity. This 
proposed change is intended to in-
crease angler participation, increase 
angling success and improve utiliza-
tion of stocked trout prior to their 
loss to natural mortality. The antici-
pated results of this proposed 
change are increased angler use and 
increased re-turn on the investment 

of stocked trout. 

Allow the use of bait by all anglers during the trout har-
vest period. 

Rationale: This proposed change will generate additional angling 
opportunities for a segment of the angling population that is cur-
rently unable to fish in a DHALO area utilizing their preferred 
method of angling. The anticipated results of this proposed change 
are increased angler use during the harvest period, increased har-
vest of during the harvest period. Allowing bait during the harvest 
period in Pennsylvania could result in increased use of these wa-
ters by out-of-state anglers that enjoy the Delayed Harvest pro-
gram in neighboring states.  
 

Allow youth anglers under the age of 16 to use bait year-
round in DHALO areas.  
 

Rationale: This proposed change will generate additional angling 
opportunities for a segment of the angling population that may not 
have mastered the use of flies or lures, especially youth and fami-
lies. With this proposed change, a mentor will be able to fish in 
Delayed Harvest waters with flies and lures while the youth utilize 
bait. This approach is consistent with the Commission's commit-
ment to secure Pennsylvania’s angling heritage by introducing 
more opportunities to engage youth in angling (Commission Stra-
tegic Plan Strategy 3A). The anticipated results of this proposed 
change are increased angler use by both adults and youth in wa-
ters managed with Delayed Harvest regulations and increased 
return on the investment of stocked trout.  
 

Change the minimum length limit from 9 inches to 7 
inches.  
 

Rationale: This proposed change will simplify regulations by reduc-
ing the number of different trout length limit requirements that 
Pennsylvania anglers need to remember. The length limit change 
will be the same as the statewide minimum length limit. Because 
the length of stocked trout exceeds 10 inches, a change in the 
length limit from 9 inches to 7 inches will have no effect on the 
harvest of these fish. 

Bob Molzahn 
Dame Juliana League 

—————————————————————————————
- 

Editor’s Note: Consider the logic being used for these proposed 
changes and consider the streams in the area that would be af-
fected by such a change—the East Branch of the Brandywine 
Creek, Middle Branch of the White Clay Creek, Pickering Creek, 
West Valley Creek, Tulpehocken Creek and probably more for 
those of you who range further afield.  
 
If this PF&BC proposal concerns you as much as it concerns many 
of us we ask that you write a letter to:  
 
John Arway, Executive Director PA Fish & Boat Commission 
1601 Elmerton Avenue 
PO Box 67000 
Harrisburg, PA 17106-7000  
 
...or call him at 717-705-7801 

Special Regs Proposal 
PFBC Proposes Changes to DHALO Special Regulation Areas  
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He additionally wondered, “Speaking of backlashes, did anyone 
think to survey the landowners of these stretches, you know, the 
folks who ultimately decide on the conditions of trespass?  As a 
case in point, my brother owns several hundred yards of the 
DHALO on Chester County's West Valley Creek, and the first thing 
he is going to ask is "Honey, do you know where I put the stapler?"  
Has the commission predicted the number of these project sections 
that will be lost if these proposals become law?” 

Brilliant!  You should send comments to PFBC directly using their 
online email http://fishandboat.com/regcomments/index.htm.  And 
also to John Arway, Executive Director, 1601 Elmerton Avenue, PO 
Box 67000, Harrisburg, PA 17106-7000. 

Be well. 

(Continued from page 2) 

Prez Notes 
Valley Creek Workdays 

Yes we have monthly workdays! 

When? 
Saturdays following our general  meetings 

 

Where? 
Details provided at our general meetings or contact ei-

ther Rod Horton or Pete Goodman 
 

Why? 
We are committed to protecting and 

preserving Valley Creek.  It’s also a great way to meet 
your fellow chapter members. 

 

Want to Help?  Please Contact 
Pete @ 610-827-7619  
Rod @ 610-666-6167  

 

Robbi Freisem 

 

Fly Fishing School 2015 
hosted by 

Valley Forge Chapter 
Trout Unlimited  
Sunday, May 17, 2015 

 Paradise Farms Camp near Downingtown, PA 

*** 

A full day of instruction and three meals are included 
 PA license & trout stamp required! 

 

Questions?  Call John Dettrey at (610) 220-9147  
Ed Penry at (610) 692-6382. 

         Number of adults at $60 each: ________ 

Number under age 16 at $30 each: ________ 
(under 16 must be accompanied by a paying adult) 

                             Total enclosed: ________ 
(Refunds made only if cancellation received before May 1, 2015) 

 

Include name, address & phone # for each 
participant and make check payable to VFTU 

Mail application to: 

VFTU FFS 
P.O. Box 1356 

West Chester, PA  19380 
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Who Ya Gonna Call? 
 

If you see a spill or fish kill, call us… 
Call any of your officers  

or board members  
(see the inside back cover of 

BANKNOTES) 
 

Illegal Fishing and Poaching or  
Disturbance of a Waterway: 

Notify the PA Fish and Boat Commission 
 

Fish Kills or Illegal Dumping: 
Notify the PA Fish and Boat Commission  

and 
PA Department of  

Environmental Protection (DEP) 
 

Water Quality and Pollution: 
Notify the PA Department of  

Environmental Protection (DEP) 
 

*** 

Pennsylvania Department of 
Environmental Protection 

 

Emergencies should be reported immediately  
by telephone to the Southeast Regional Office  

at 484-250-5900  
(24 hours a day, 7 days a week) 

 

Pennsylvania Fish and Boat  
Commission 

 
 

Our local WCO, Bob Bonney, has requested 
emergencies should be reported immediately  

to him via his cell phone: 
610-637-6398 

and to the Southeast Region of the PA F&BC 
(8:00 AM – 4:00 PM weekdays) 

717-626-0228 

Erosion and Sedimentation Issues: 
Notify the Chester County 

Conservation District 
610-925-4920 

 

Well and Septic Issues: 
Notify the Chester County 

Health Department 
610-344-6225  

Terry Peach 

A Marblehead Flyfisher 

5716 Kennett Pike Suite D 
Centerville,  DE  19807 
Phone: 302-654-6515 
Mobile: 302-743-0966        Hours:  Tue thru Fri  10AM-7PM 
Fax: 302-654-6533                                    Sat 10AM-5PM 
Email: AMHeadflyfisher@AOL.com 
Website:  www.amarbleheadflyfisher.com 
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OFFICERS 
President 

Robbi Freisem 
1000 Caln Meeting House Rd. 
Coatesville, PA  19320 
610-466-0341 
rfreisem@verizon.net 

Vice President, Internal Affairs 

Karl Heine 
152 Weedon Court 
West Chester, PA  19380 
610-363-7238 
flyfishingkarl@verizon.net  
Vice President, External Affairs 
Andy Pancoast 
912 Deer Road 
Bryn Mawr, PA 19010 
484-995-7175 
awpancoast@hotmail.com 
Secretary 
John Dettrey 
113 Woodland Drive 
Coatesville, PA 19320 
610-220-9147  
jdet@comcast.net 

Treasurer (acting) 
Frank Donohoe 
17 Amy Lane 
Malvern, PA  19355 
610-993-9831  
fsdonohoe@verizon.net 
Membership Chairman 

Ed Penry  
202 Jacquline Drive 
West Chester, PA  19382 
610-692-6382  
edward.penry@verizon.net 
 

Environmental Chairman 

Pete Goodman 
2194 Valley Hill Road 
Malvern, PA  19355 
610-827-7619 
peteg@bee.net 

 

BOARD MEMBERS 
 

Joe Armstrong 
450 Lucky Hill Road 
West Chester, PA  19380 
610-696-1930  
 
Chris Burns SE PA VP  
123 8th Street 
Oxford, PA  19363 
610-235-7299 
cmb0389@zoominternet.net 

 

Jeff Bush 

622 Malvern Road 
Ardmore, PA  19003 
856-448-1925 
woodcanoe185@me.com  
 
Peter Lee 
27 Hickory Lane 
Malvern, PA  19355 
510-647-8572 
perterkleemalvern@hotmail.com 
 
Rod Horton 
1037 Shearwater Drive 
Audubon, PA  19403 
610-666-6167 
horton_rl@verizon.net 
 

John Johnson 
1085 Harmony Hill Road 
Downingtown, PA  19335 
610-873-9062 
 
Jim Leonard 
1778 Lenape-Unionville Road 
West Chester, PA  19382 
610-793-1706 
jamesmleonard@hotmail.com 
 
Dave Macaleer-TIC Lead 
21 Arrowpoint Drive 
Glenmoore, PA  19343 
610-942-4254 
davenlynda@chesco.com 
 
Owen Owens 
257 Kendal Drive 
Kennett Square, PA  19348  
484-770-8529  
IreneOwen@verizon.net 
 
Jeff Turner 
64 Eagleview Road 
Norristown, PA  19403 
610-662-6344 
jeffgees@comcast.net  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Editor 
Tom Prusak 
37 Christiana Pike 
Christiana, PA  17509 
610-593-2365 
flyfishtomp@gmail.com 
Layout & Graphics 

Tom Prusak 

Advertising Manager 
Chris Burns  

Artist & Cartoonist 

Todd Henderson 

TU Websites 

www.tu.org 
www.valleyforgetu.org 

Change of address: 

� TU members log on www.tu.org 
to complete 
address change 

� All others, send changes of  
address to: 

VFTU 
PO Box 1356 
West Chester, PA 19380 

VFTU Officers & Board of Directors 

YES!  Please begin my one-year membership in Trout Unlimited. I un-
derstand my dues payment entitles me to all regular membership bene-
fits including a personal membership card and quarterly issues of Trout 
magazine.  VFTU members also receive our quarterly newsletter BANK-
NOTES. 

Name  _______________________________________________ 

Address  _______________________________________________ 

  _______________________________________________ 

City        _______________________________________________ 

State  ________   Zip   _____________ 

Phone  _________  -   _________  -  ______________________ 

*Email  _____________________________@ ________________ 

*Trout Unlimited does not make email addresses available to outside 
parties, for any reason, ever.  By providing your email address you help 
us reduce mailing and printing costs, which in turn helps the environ-
ment.  
 

�  Enclosed is my employer’s matching contribution gift form.  This is in addi-
tion to my membership application and payment. 

Trout Unlimited is incorporated as a 501(C)3 non-profit, 
educational, charitable organization, and all monetary and property 
donations are tax deductible to the extent allowed by law.   

Please select membership category: 

�  Stream Explorer $12     (18 and under) 
�  Senior  $20     (62 and older) 
�  Regular  $35 
�  Family/Contributor $50 
�  Sponsor  $100 
�  Conservator  $250 
�  Outfitters, Guides $295 
�  Stewardship  $500 
�  *Life   $1200 (no further dues) 
** Canadian members add $5, other countries add $20 per membership 

Payment enclosed: $ ________________  
Make checks payable to Trout Unlimited 

� VISA    � MASTERCARD    � AMEX    � DISCOVER 

Acct. Num:____________________________________________ 
Name on Card: _______________________________________ 
Exp Date: ______/________ 
Signature:   ___________________________________________ 

To ensure correct New Member Rebate, the VFTU chapter number is: 

Apply online at www.tu.org or cut out and mail to: 

290 

Trout Unlimited 
P.O. Box 7400 
Woolly Bugger, WV 25438 

Valley Forge Trout Unlimited Membership Application 

BANKNOTES 



Valley Forge Chapter of Trout Unlimited 
PO Box 1356 
West Chester, PA  19380 

VFTU GENERAL MEETINGS 
NEW LOCATION! 

  

East Whiteland Township Building 
209 Conestoga Rd., Frazer, PA  

 

On Rt 401 just south of Rt 202 ramps 
 

General Meetings held the second 
Thursday of each month 7:30 PM 

September through May  
NOTE: No General Meeting in March 

March 26th 

TROUT SHOW!   

Nonprofit Organization 
U.S. Postage 

PAID 
West Chester, PA 

Permit No. 74 
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