
A s I look back to 1976, when 
Chuck Marshall and I started the 

Valley Forge Chapter of Trout Unlim-
ited, what has happened gives 
me hope that streams and riv-
ers will once again flow clean 
and cold. After forty years 
Valley Creek's wild brown trout 
are still surviving floods and 
fishkills and thriving. 

With all the development, why 
are trout still in the streams of 
Chester County, PA? First, one 
by one people volunteered to save our 
local streams!  Jim Lowe has tied thou-
sands of flies and contributed them to 
VFTU to raise money. Jim and Gene 

Clark started our chapter newsletter, 
BANKNOTES. Tom Prusak took up the 
job of editor when Jim retired after 

many years of service, receiv-
ing state and national TU 
awards for BANKNOTESʼ out-
standing quality. Jim Clark 
and Tom wrote a book featur-
ing the best stories in BANK-
NOTES, “Trout Tales and Wa-
tershed Heroes”. Ed Penry, 
Dave Macaleer, and John Det-
trey introduced generations of 

neophytes to fly fishing as deans of our 
Fly Fishing Schools. Project Healing 
Waters takes wounded veterans out of 

(Continued on page 7) 

T he humidity has finally dropped a 
bit-at least for today so in the 

middle of our 5th heat wave running 
over a week now, my brain can hold on 
to a thought for long enough to get 
this written.  I hope you have all had a 
great summer and you are ready to 
have school arrive for your kids and 
cooler fall weather for the trout. 
The September general meeting is on 
September 8th.  (Somebody bring 
cake—it’s my birthday and Jim Clark’s, 
too though he is likely to deny it…)  We 
will continue to meet at 7PM at the 
Chester Valley Grange, 3285 Phoenix-
ville Pike, Malvern, PA 19355, on the 
2nd Thursday of September through 
May (except March break for the Trout 

Show). 
The September meeting starts with 
elections for VFTU Board members and 
officers.  We continue to need a new 
Secretary, John Dettrey has been on 
duty for several years and needs a 
break.  Other positions for voting are: 
President, Pete Hughes 
Vice President Internal Affairs, Karl Heine 
Secretary, John Dettrey (acting) 
Treasurer, Robbi Freisem  
Membership Chair, Peter Lee 
Environmental Chair, Pete Goodman 
Trout in the Classroom Chair, 
Dave Dickens 
Board Members:  Joe Armstrong, Chris 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Points of interest: 

· We lost a great friend and 
volunteer.  James Lowe will 
be missed. 

· Election of officers takes 
place at the September 8 
General meeting. 

· Owen reflects on 40 years 
of success made possible by 
VFTU volunteers. 

··  Charlie Griffen is organizing 
a fall fishing trip to the West 
Branch of the Delaware. 
Come and join us!  
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for more than 

40 Years  
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One by one, dedicated  VFTU volunteers can make a difference 
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Burns, Jeff Bush, Frank Donohoe, Charlie Griffen, John 
Johnson, Jim Leonard, Dave Macaleer, Own Owens, Jeff 
Turner 

Nominations will be taken from the floor or you can 
leave me a voice mail or email.  As you can see I need 
to relinquish my President position to comply with 
chapter by-laws and Ed Penry has resigned leaving a 
board position open.  All are welcome to attend board 
meetings the first Thursday of each month at the East 
Bradford one room schoolhouse at 7:30 pm.  Addition-
ally, it is not necessary to be on the board to volun-
teer, assist, and provide ideas and new activities as is 
being demonstrated by Bill Litty arranging the West 
Chester Rail Road trip, his help with stream clean-ups, 
and help to set up the Trout Show back in March. 

40th Anniversary Celebration 
West Chester Rail Road is part of the VFTU 40th Anni-
versary celebration with a picnic, Oct 8 2016.  We will 
ride the West Chester Railroad leaving at 1:30 pm 
SHARP, so please arrive at the station at 1:00 pm.   
Market Street Station boarding location: 
230 E. Market St. West Chester, PA 19382.  The ride 
from West Chester Station to Glen Mills takes about 30 
minutes.  Relax by the stream at Sporting Gentleman 
with a catered lunch.  There will be beer from Sweet-
water Brewery and fellowship.  The train ride and 
lunch are $25 per person.  Bring the children and have 
fun riding the old train.  Activities planned streamside.  
We will leave Glen Mills at 4:00 pm and arrive back in 
West Chester at 4:30pm.  Contact Bill Litty at 610-505
-6776, seating is limited and payment must be re-
ceived in advance.  Deadline October 4th; checks 

should be made to VFTU, marked 40th Outing in the 
memo line and mailed to Frank Donohoe’s address.   
Look for a flyer by email so I hope we have your cur-
rent email address! 
Charlie Griffen has arranged another great fishing trip 
weekend Sept 30 to Oct 02.  This one is to the West 
Branch of the Delaware staying at Dream Catcher 
Lodge and Cabins in Deposit, NY. See page 7 of this 
issue of BANKNOTES for details.  Time is short so 
don’t wait! 
Pete will tell you about the Turnpike & DEP.  Appar-
ently DEP gives with one hand takes with the other; 
VFTU has received a growing Greener grant to install 
infiltration trenches in Upper Crabby but DEP gave the 
Turnpike their permit to “reconstruct” the Turnpike 
and put the stormwater into Valley Creek.   Others can 
explain the construction details.   

Advocate for our National Parks 
Did you know the national parks have an advocate 
named the National Parks Conservation Association 
(NPCA)?  We know now.  Amanda John, Pennsylvania 
and Delaware Program Manager for NPCA met with 
Frank Donohoe, Chuck Marshall and me on June 14th 
to learn about VFTU and members of the Valley Creek 
Restoration Partnership.  The stated purpose of NPCA 
is Educating, Engaging and Empowering national park 
advocates.  VFTU hopes to work with Amanda in the 
future. 
Pete Hughes, Chuck Marshall and I helped Mark Hartle 
and Clayton from PA Fish & Boat electroshock Crabby 
on July 14.  It was really hot and the water tempera-
ture in Crabby while cooler than the air was 70 de-
grees and not favorable to brook trout.  Seven brown 
trout were found but no brookies.  Amy Ruhe of 
VFNHP reviewed past data and compared temperatures 

(Continued from page 1) 

(Continued on page 7) 

NOTES FROM THE PREZ 

VFTU GENERAL MEETINGS 
NEW LOCATION! 

  
Great Valley Grange #1496 

3285 Phoenixville Pike 
Malvern, PA  19355 

3 or 4 minutes off of Route 202 at Route 401.  Go west on Route 401 to 
Phoenixville Pike – turn right, go about 2 miles.  The Grange will be on 

the left.  It is about 2 minutes up Phoenixville Pike on the left, the 
driveway just past the church. (If you come to the light at Warner Road 

or go under the Turnpike you have gone too far) 
 
 

General Meetings held the second Thursday of each 
month 7:30 PM 

September through May  
NOTE: No General Meeting in March   
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F or about seven years, perhaps longer, the chapter 
worked on trying to restore the tributary to Valley 

Creek known as Crabby Creek.  This work was done 
primarily through our efforts in the Valley Creek Resto-
ration Partnership. When you consider the amount of 
grant funding, volunteer time, and other donations as 
well as township projects there was in excess of 
$1,000,000 spent.  The goal was in my mind to restore 
Crabby Creek to a viable brook trout stream – which it 
had been until the 1990’s.  

After much work was done, in 2010 and 2011 native 
wild brook trout were relocated from a drainage in the 
Schuylkill watershed and placed into Crabby Creek.   

This summer in the middle of July the PA Fish and Boat 
Commission (PFBBC) came down and electro fished a 
400+ meter stretch of upper Crabby Creek with a cou-
ple of VFTU members assisting.  The results were dis-

appointing.  There were only 7 trout found in the area 
and all were brown trout from about 70 mm to 85 mm 
(2.76” – 3.33”).  They all seemed to be young of the 
year.  No brookies.  The water temperature was 70 
degrees. 

Mark Hartle of the PFBC commented that, “I would say 
instability of habitat which suggested flushing storm 
flows and high water temperature have contributed to 
a decline in the trout population in this section.  Very 
disappointing.”   

I had once told the Tredyffrin Supervisors that I was 
pleased to have brook trout back in Paoli.  It seems the 
brook trout visit was brief.  Stream restoration in an 
urban watershed is very, very difficult and success is 
far from assured. 

Tredyffrin Township & PA Turnpike Commission 
Settlement Agreement 

We filed a complaint in Commonwealth Court against 
the Settlement Agreement between Tredyffrin and the 
Turnpike in which Tredyffrin is allowing the Turnpike 
not to meet all of their storm water management stan-
dards. 

Our attorney, John Wilmer, reported that we won on 
the jurisdictional issue and the other issues will be de-
cided later.  Basically, the judge held that Common-
wealth Court has jurisdiction to hear the case.  A panel 
of judges will hear the other issues filed by the town-
ship and the Turnpike, such as standing, etc.  John 
may have to have another oral argument just on these 
preliminary objections.  The court has not even gotten 
near the main issues.  We are claiming the agreement 
is illegal, that Tredyffrin must enforce its ordinances.  
Our complaint is grinding through our judicial system. 

PA Turnpike Commission Widening Project (MP 
320 – MP 326) 

“Please be advised that on July 18, 2016, the Depart-
ment of Environmental Protection (DEP) approved the 
NPDES Construction Permit for the Pennsylvania Turn-
pike Commission’s Total Reconstruction and Widening 
Project (Milepost 320 to 326) located in Tredyffrin and 
Upper Merion Townships, Chester and Montgomery 
Counties.” 

The above was the opening sentence of an email I re-
ceived July 21st.  One that I had been anticipating for 

(Continued on page 5) 

Projects, Progress and Happenings in the Valley Creek Watershed 

ENVIRONMENTAL UPDATE 

THE SPORTING GENTLEMAN 
Upcoming Special Events 

Every 3rd Friday, Sept. 16 - Dec. 16: Kid’s Fly Fish-
ing & Tying Club, 6:30 – 8:30 p.m. Kids will learn how 
to cast a fly rod, tie flies that catch fish, about aquatic in-
vertebrates and more!  
 
Sunday, Sept. 25: Outdoor Fly Fishing Film Tour, 
6:30 p.m. – 9ish  Not the same films shown at the Som-
erset & Lancaster Fly Fishing Shows!  This year’s film tour 
will be shown outside, on our 3-acre streamside property. 
Advanced tickets $15, $20 the day of the event. Rain date 
Sunday, Oct. 9.  
 
Saturday, Nov. 12: Fly Casting & Tying with Barry & 
Cathy Beck, 10 a.m. – 6 p.m. Enjoy casting demos, 
small group & individual fly fishing lessons, tying demos & 
more. More info coming soon . . . 
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EL CHEAPO FLY TYER 

B ack in June, we began our fourth year at CVMAC 
with Project Healing Waters Fly Fishing.  On Octo-

ber 1, we will begin year three at our West Bradford 
program.  Since then, I have devoted all of my BANK-
NOTES articles to these two programs.  This issue I'm 
going to let you see what they mean to someone on 
the other side of the table.  This was written by army 
staff sergeant Charles Speakman, a participant in both 
programs. 

*** 

I have been involved in Project Healing Waters Fly 
Fishing Inc. (PHW) for over a year now.  I felt it was 
time that I did a little write-up 
about the program, share my 
thoughts and ideas about the 
program, how it has helped 
me, and why I recommend it 
for other veterans.  This arti-
cle should give you an under-
standing of what PHW is and 
what it is that they do.  You 
should also understand its im-
portance, its need for support, 
as well as why all veterans of 
all eras should know about 
this program.  Perhaps you may be a veteran that 
could benefit from PHW as I and thousands of other 
veterans have, or maybe you know a veteran who 
could benefit from the program.  Regardless, I hope if 
you have never heard of PHW before, that you will be 

fully aware of this 
amazing veteran fo-
cused program. 

Introduction to PHW 

I first heard of PHW 
while attending a clinic 
at my local Veterans 
Medical Center.  Each 
Wednesday night, a few 
men from the local PHW 
program come to the 
VA.  They meet in the 
conference room, about 
10-15 in all, set up fly 
tying vises and open the 
doors to the veteran 

population at the medical center.  It was a free "learn 
to tie flies" session.  A fellow veteran and I decided to 
go check it out one evening, and I have never been 
the same since. 

Now, I have grown up fishing my entire life.  My dad, 
who passed in 2008, was an avid angler and was al-
ways on the water  All I have ever known was spin 
cast fishing.  I knew what fly fishing was, but had no 
interest in it.  I did not know anybody who fly fished, 
so it was simply never a part of my life.  To be honest, 
I always thought fly fishing was some "old sophisti-
cated man's" style of fishing, not something we com-
mon poor folk would do.  Never had there ever been 

an inkling of interest in the 
sport for one moment.  This 
would soon change. 

Vices, Feathers & Hooks 

On these Wednesday nights 
meetings these "old sophisti-
cated men" came with their 
vises, boxes of feathers of all 
sorts, tubs of every sort of ani-
mal tails, hooks, and boxes of 
colored thread.  They would 
set up shop, and as veterans 

would walk in with the "deer in the headlights" look on 
their faces, would be greeted heartily, introduced to a 
volunteer and would sit and learn to tie a fly.  Usually 
the first time was a very simple fly.  I had a particular 
volunteer that I struck it off pretty well with.  For 
weeks I would come just to watch him tie flies.  I 
picked his brain, asked a million questions, and ab-
sorbed everything he told me.  Then I got rambunc-
tious and bought a ton of fly tying tools, a vise, and 
various supplies.  It was off to the races.  I was tying 
every night of the week. 

With the exceptional few, many of the volunteers are 
also veterans of various generations themselves.  Each 
of them religiously volunteered every Wednesday to do 
what they do.  So, me being me, I had to inquire more 
about who they were. 

PHW is a nonprofit national organization.  They fund 
their programs by donations, raising money, and 
through its many fund raising tournaments and events.  
The great thing about the program is that practically all 

(Continued on page 8) 

Voices From The Other Side 

Valley Forge  
Trout Unlimited 

T he Valley Forge Chapter of 
Trout Unlimited is dedicated 

to preserving, protecting, and  
restoring trout habitat throughout 
Chester County, Pennsylvania. 

Its 800+ members and affiliates 
are engaged in the fight to pre-
serve our precious coldwater re-
sources.  All similarly inclined per-
sons are invited to join. Refer to 
the membership application form 
found in the back of this issue of  
BANKNOTES. 
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quite a while. 

Frank Donohoe and I from VFTU have been active in 
looking at this project, working to get the PTC to do a 
better job managing their storm water in the Excep-
tional Value, Valley Creek watershed.  The chapter has 
spent tens of thousands of dollars of VFTU funds on 
technical engineering reviews.  We have attended 16 
PTC sponsored “Design Roundtable” meetings and 
have traveled to Harrisburg in a snow storm to meet 
with the project manager to tell him specifically what 
we thought of the plan and the design team the PTC 
was using.  We have been at this for eight years. 

Now after all of the time, effort and money spent by 
everyone we get THIS plan.  Is it adequate to protect 
Valley Creek an impaired (multiple impairments) Ex-
ceptional Value watershed?  I do not think so.  First of 
all and primarily I do not feel that the plan provides 
enough volume control in the lower watershed.  We 
are again having our engineers look at this. 

What the PTC has done in the past year and a half is 
reinterpret the regulations.  The Turnpike is following 
Title 25 PA Code Chapter 102.8(g)(2)(ii) according to 
PA DEP.  In this section of Code there is an exemption 
for “repair, reconstruction or restoration of roadways” 
which is where they are hanging their hats.  We have 
looked at this interpretation and do not believe that it 
applies for this project.  We have consulted with sev-
eral legal folks and their opinion is that it would be dif-

ficult to get an af-
firmative opinion out 
of our legal system to 
support our opinion.  
So where does that 
leave us? 

Using the current PTC 
interpretation of Title 
25 PA Code Chapter 
102.8(g)(2)(ii) their 
plan doesn’t have to 
manage any existing 
roadway runoff.  It 
will have to treat any 
additional existing im-
pervious surface as 
though it were rede-
velopment with 20% 
being considered as 

meadow for runoff calculations.  And finally any new 
impervious surface will be required to meet current 
DEP storm water runoff management standards. 

In the Valley Creek watershed the Turnpike will have 
74.39 acres of impervious surface (roadway, median 
and shoulders) in the post construction condition and 
will only have to manage runoff from 37.91 of those 
acres.  We are skeptical of their engineering, and per-
formance assumptions.  We are also very suspicious of 
their claim that Valley Creek will be better off after 
they build the project than it is today.  As Joe Arm-
strong would say, “Death by a thousand cuts.”  How 
much more impervious cover can Valley Creek stand 
and continue to remain viable? 

Relining of the Valley Creek Trunk Sewer 

The sewer relining process is continuing.  I have spo-
ken with member Pete Lee who has had eyes on this 
project from the beginning shovel in the ground and 
he reports that the section along Route 252 (Covered 
Bridge to Route 23) is getting close to being paved.  
That has to be good news for the commuters who 
would typically be using that section of road.  Just 
where the entire project is, seems hard to tell.  I am 
hearing that they want to reline the under the Schuyl-
kill sections too.  These would be very long pulls but 
the field guys seem to think it is no problem. 

It is a real shame that this had to happen during the 
National Park Service’s centennial year.  I only hope 
that the restoration of the disturbed areas are done to 
Valley Forge Park’s standards. 

Closing 

I guess that I would be remiss if I did not mention the 
weather.  Two words: HOT and DRY pretty much sums 
up this summer.  I am hearing that it has been just 
oppressive in our area.  My daughter has deemed it 
“foul.”  Valley Creek though low is holding a fairly cool 
temperature.  I doubt that is the case with our free 
stone streams.  Long, slow, soaking 
rain that is what we need.  A rain that 
won’t just run off and away. 

Keep your eyes and ears open.  Report 
anything unusual as soon as you can.  
Our fish are very vulnerable in times 
like these.  Help us protect them. 

(Continued from page 3) 

Environmental Update 

Pete Goodman 
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I  just returned from a week in the Rockies when I heard 
from Jim Clark that our very good friend James Lowe 

was seriously ill.  Sadly, he passed away on 
August 23rd.    

Jim Lowe was one of a kind—a quiet and gen-
erous man with a passion for fly fishing and fly 
tying.  A true artist behind the tying bench, his 
skills would rank up there with many of the 
legendary fly tiers.  And for those that had the 
opportunity to be on the stream alongside Jim, 
they will tell you that he was also a master 
angler.  But for me and so many others we will 
remember Jim for working all of our fundrais-
ers, participating in stream improvements, 
leading classroom sessions at our annual fly 
fishing school, and generously donating tens of thousands of 
his flies to be sold or raffled at chapter fundraising events.  

I teamed up with Jim several times to create framed 
shadow boxes of his beautiful flies.  Ed Penry and Jim did 
the same for many years.  These shadow boxes would be 
raffled off at our annual TROUT SHOW.  Jim would also 
stuff several fly boxes with hundreds of flies to be offered 
at the “special raffle” table.  The funds generated by his 
generous donations truly helped the chapter protect and 
restore our local trout streams.   

Jim and I often talked trout fishing, but we never fished 
together.  However I did run into him one time on the East 
Branch of the Brandywine. He was taking a break from 
swinging a wet fly to some very willing rainbows and 
browns.  I sat and talked to Jim about classic wet fly fishing 
with cane rods.  I told him, “Hey Jim, you know what would 

be fun.  Let’s spend a day on the stream swinging wets and 
then write an article about it for BANKNOTES.”   He liked 

the idea, but it was one of those things we talked 
about but never made plans to make it happen. 
But not to worry.  The way I look at it, every time 
I tie on one of Jim’s flies, he will be with me in 
spirit for another great day on the water.  
 

*** 
A few years back when Jim Clark and I were 
working on “Trout Tales and Watershed Heroes”, I 
interviewed Jim Lowe as I wanted the readers to 
know a little about him—and to introduce his won-
derful story, “Learning to Tie Flies”. I remember 
the twinkle in his eye when he sat with me—I was 
so pleased he was willing to share some of his 

early experiences with fly fishing and fly tying.   
Tom Prusak: Tell me Jim, when did you start fly 
fishing and who helped you get started? 

Jim Lowe: I was thirteen or fourteen years old 
when my neighbor showed me how to catch sunfish on 
a fly. I was a bass fisherman at the time but catching 
fish on the fuzzy, little fly fascinated me. 

TP: Do you remember the first trout you caught on a 
fly? What made it so memorable for you? 

JL: My first fly-caught trout was taken on a #16 
Grey Hackle Peacock dry on West Valley Creek in the 
area now known as the “Quarry Stretch.” I was 
bait fishing at the time when I saw a trout rising. I 
switched to the fly and was able to catch the small 
eight-inch brownie, and I told myself, “I know now 
I can do it.” 

TP: If you were limited to three fly patterns for trout, 
what would they be? 

JL: I would select Red and Black Ants in sizes #16, 
#18 and #20. The Black Ant is the better color of 
the two. Elk Hair Caddis #16, #18 and #20—all col-
ors. They can be used any time of the year. A 
small grasshopper pattern also works if you don’t have 
Elk Hair Caddis. My third selection would be a Gold-
Ribbed Hare’s Ear Nymph in many sizes. They’re a 

(Continued on page 8) 

The Gentleman Fly Fisher 
Remembering longtime VFTU member, volunteer and friend James Lowe 

James A. Lowe 
1940-2016 

EDITORS JOURNAL 
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Prez Notes 
since 2006 at the data logger downstream of the Rt 252 
overpass.  Average monthly maximum temperatures 
have increased by about 5 degrees over the last 10 
years; annual mean temperature has increased by 
about 3 degrees over the period.  Mean temperature 
for the month of July alone as increased about 1.5 de-
grees (Fahrenheit.) 
Downingtown Orvis held a 101 class on July 9th at 
French Creek State Park.   Even I was able to be a lit-
tle useful.  Maybe you will help next year.   
We would like your help, too, in continuing our efforts 
protecting cold water streams in Chester County.   
Board elections will happen at the meet-
ing on September 8th, 7:30 pm at the 
Chester Valley Grange.   I hope that you 
will attend.  Thank you for putting up with 
my lackadaisical methods as President.  
Be well... 

(Continued from page 2) 

Robbi Freisem 

 

sterile hospitals to fish and learn the delights of an-
gling. Dedicated VFTU members over four decades 
have attended about one thousand board and chapter 
meetings and fundraisers, where we together gener-
ated plans to protect, conserve, and restore coldwater 
streams in our county, carried out those plans with 
committed volunteers, and raised the money to pay 
the costs. 

Second, joining together with many partners we have 
restored streams and watersheds. Back in the late 
1970ʼs, guided by PA Fish and Boat Commission staff, 
Joe Armstrong led the faithful workers who revitalized 
the quarry stretch of West Valley Creek. West Chester 
Fish, Game, and Wildlife continue the West Valley 
Creek restoration, completing one new project after 
another. Starting in 2000 the Valley Forge Chapter 
formed the Valley Creek Restoration Partnership to re-
duce the negative environmental impacts of develop-
ment activities on the Valley Creek Watershed—
monthly meetings brought together leaders from five 
non-profit partners with agency and educational advi-

sors. With distinctive leadership by Pete Goodman and 
many others, the Partnership has received grants of 
over three million dollars, building storm water infiltra-
tion projects, retrofitting detention basins with native 
plants, installing a green roof on an elementary school 
and a bioswale at Conestoga High School, working 
with residents to create rain gardens, and helping 
shape township, county, and corporate stream and 
watershed plans based on solid research. 

Third, we have worked with developers and govern-
mental bodies to protect Valley Creek, and have initi-
ated lawsuits when they have failed to do so. Many 
years ago John Johnson of West Valley Creek Fish, 
Game, and Wildlife, sparked a successful referendum 
that established a county tax for land preservation, but 
when he, Carl Dusinberre, and Karl Heine began at-
tending township meetings and raising questions 
about developers' plans, some laughed at the “fish 
people.” Decisions by corporations and government 
bodies determine whether streams live or die. In 1985 
VFTU began seeking an upgraded water quality desig-

(Continued from page 1) 

(Continued on page 9) 

Living Waters 

Valley Forge Trout Unlimited is hosting a fall  
fishing trip to the famed  West Branch of the Delaware! 

 

When: Sept. 30 - Oct 2, 2016 
Where: The Dream Catcher Lodge and Cabins 
 Deposit, N.Y. 
Cost:  $175. Based on double occupancy 
 $265 For single occupancy 
 

What’s included: 2 nights lodging in an Executive cabin, which has 2 
bedrooms, each with 2 beds, kitchen and bathroom.  Also included is 
dinner on Friday night. We have reserved 4 Cabins so there is a maxi-
mum   capacity of  16 anglers.  Registration deadline is Sept. 15th, but we 
may fill up prior to then so don’t wait. 
Make checks payable to: Valley Forge Trout Unlimited, put WBD Trip 
on the memo line and mail to: 
 

  Charles Griffen 
  134 Crump Road 
  Exton, PA 19341 
 

Please include the name of your roommate, if applicable, along with 
your cell# and email so I can send you confirmation and updates. 
Don’t forget your payment! 
 

Cancellation Policy: Prior to Sept. 20th - 90% refund.  
         After Sept. 20th - 50% refund. 

  Questions? Email Charlie at: c.griffenod@verizon.net 
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El Cheapo 
the money actually goes to the veterans through the 
programs, to the events.  Unlike many so-called 
"charitable" organizations with checkered pasts, PHW 
is not top-heavy or full of paid employees 
eating up contributor's money.  For all 
the hundreds of local programs, state 
regions, trips, events and tournaments, 
PHW functions on only a 6 person paid 
staff.  An incredible testimony, in con-
trast with many other organizations.  The 
full force of the operation is an army of 
volunteers that seek out every opportu-
nity to fulfill the project's mission. 

*** 

Pretty eloquent for a danged ground-
pounder, huh?  These excerpts are only 
about a third of Sarge's entire article.  
Check out his website at 
www.sargeoutdoors.com for the whole 
thing.  You can also find a great review 
of "Trout Tales" on this site.  This guy is 
a keeper. 

West Bradford Welcomes “Sarge”  

Two other things that I would like to bring you up to 
date on.  Dave Riggio has stepped down as West Brad-
ford's Deputy Program lead to take on the role of Dep-

uty Regional Coordinator - PA, overseeing 
10 programs, with possibly two more get-
ting started up in the next year.  "Sarge" 
Speakman will be stepping up to take on 
Dave's duties at WB. 

Upcoming Fundraiser 

The CVAMC group is planning a fund-
raiser, to be held at Phoenixville Country 
Club on November 10.  For more informa-
tion contact Chuck Cutshall at chuckcut-
shall@ml.com, 610-291-
6266, or Matt Seymour at 
msey-
mour1128@earthlink.net, 
484-678-1652. 

Next issue I will bring you 
up to speed on all of the 

other goings-on of both groups for the 
past six months, no small feat!  

(Continued from page 4) 

Editors Journal 
good imitation for most mayfly nymphs. 

TP: What is your favorite method of fly fishing? 

JL: I like to fish dry flies. Trout will come up for good 
hatches, but when there are no hatches it’s a chal-
lenge to get the trout to do what they don’t seem to 
like to do. If I can choose the right fly, make a 
good cast, and get a good drift, and the trout comes 
up and takes it—I feel I’ve done it right. 

TP: What’s on your top three “must read” list, fly fish-

ing books that is? 

JL: Trout by Ray Bergman. Trout Magic and Trout 
Madness by Robert Traver. Trout Bum by John Gier-
ach—any of John’s books are good reading. 

TP: What is the best fly fishing tip or technique 
you’ve received? 

JL: Switch from a level line and ten-pound mono to 
a tapered line and leader. When I started, the tackle 
companies went by size and then switched to weight 
for the proper line to match the rod you were using. 
This made casting and fishing a lot 
easier. Much of what I learned came 
from reading magazines and books 
and asking friends, especially those I 
went to school with. Unlike today, 
there just weren’t many fly fishermen 
around on the streams. You mostly 
needed to learn on your own. 

(Continued from page 6) 

Jim Clark 

Tom Prusak 
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Owen Owens 
nation for Valley Creek, persisting year after year until 
in 1992 Joe Armstrong decided to organize a massive 
letter writing campaign that finally secured an Excep-
tional Value classification. In 1991 VFTU sued the East 
Whiteland Township for their decision to approve a 
package sewer plant proposed by Willard Rouse Asso-
ciates that would have dumped 500,000 gallons of ef-
fluent into Valley Creek daily. A few years later, we 
successfully sued the PaDEP twice for issuing permits 
that did not adequately protect our Exceptional Value 
stream. After sewer line breaks that contaminated 
Valley Creek, Pete Goodman guided us through a joint 
suit with Penn Environment that led to Tredyffrin 
Township installing a new lining for the main sewer 
line through Valley Forge National Historical Park in 
2016. 

Fourth, working together, persisting when a struggle 
seems hopeless, miracles happen. Shortly before he 
retired, Ralph Abele, head of the PA Fish Commission, 
wrote in the Pennsylvania Angler (May, 1987). 

“All the greed and shortsightedness of the exploiters 
and developers—and that includes people in state 
and federal governments—will not prevail if one indi-
vidual rises up and says, ʻWhy should we put up with 
this?ʼ I insist that if one is stubborn enough—
unmovable, unchangeable—that person can and will 
prevail.” 
Almost two decades ago when mining stopped in At-
water Quarry and it filled with water, Joe Armstrong 

and Chuck Marshall convinced Trammel Crow, the 
new owners, to put a siphon into deep, cold water 
and save pumping bills. Over 8 millions a day of icy 
water began flowing into Valley Creek, revitalizing the 
fishery. Frank Donohoe and Pete Goodman spent 
years seeking an easement to ensure the flow would 
continue, persisting when the pipe became clogged 
with trash until it was opened up again; in 2016 it 
seems that the protective agreement will finally be 
concluded. 

Though our streams continue to be impacted by de-
structive development and road building, looking back 
over 40 years since VFTU started we have seen 
amazing changes for the better in public and corpo-
rate practices. Few laugh at us “fish people” any-
more. John Johnson, celebrating his 90th birthday, 
even has land he saved from develop-
ment named after him! When we pass 
on, you may be the one who will stub-
bornly step in, and protect, preserve, 
and restore our local streams. 

There is hope! 

(Continued from page 7) 

Owen Owens 

Valley Creek Workdays 
Yes we have monthly workdays! 

When? 
Saturdays following our general  meetings 

 

Where? 
Details provided at our general meetings or contact 

Pete Goodman 
 

Why? 
We are committed to protecting and 

preserving Valley Creek.  It’s also a great way to 
meet your fellow chapter members. 

 

Want to Help?  Please Contact 
Pete @ 610-827-7619  
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Who Ya Gonna Call? 
 

If you see a spill or fish kill, call us… 
Call any of your officers  

or board members  
(see the inside back cover of 

BANKNOTES) 
 

Illegal Fishing and Poaching or  
Disturbance of a Waterway: 

Notify the PA Fish and Boat Commission 
 

Fish Kills or Illegal Dumping: 
Notify the PA Fish and Boat Commission  

and 
PA Department of  

Environmental Protection (DEP) 
 

Water Quality and Pollution: 
Notify the PA Department of  

Environmental Protection (DEP) 
 

*** 

Pennsylvania Department of 
Environmental Protection 

 

Emergencies should be reported immediately  
by telephone to the Southeast Regional Office  

at 484-250-5900  
(24 hours a day, 7 days a week) 

 

Pennsylvania Fish and Boat  
Commission 

 
 

Our local WCO, Bob Bonney, has requested 
emergencies should be reported immediately  

to him via his cell phone: 
610-637-6398 

and to the Southeast Region of the PA F&BC 
(8:00 AM – 4:00 PM weekdays) 

717-626-0228 

Erosion and Sedimentation Issues: 
Notify the Chester County 

Conservation District 
610-925-4920 

 

Well and Septic Issues: 
Notify the Chester County 

Health Department 
610-344-6225  

 
Terry Peach 

A Marblehead Flyfisher 

5716 Kennett Pike Suite D 
Centerville,  DE  19807 
Phone: 302-654-6515 
Mobile: 302-743-0966        Hours:  Tue thru Fri  10AM-7PM 
Fax: 302-654-6533                                    Sat 10AM-5PM 
Email: AMHeadflyfisher@AOL.com 
Website:  www.amarbleheadflyfisher.com 
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OFFICERS 
President 

Robbi Freisem 
1000 Caln Meeting House Rd. 
Coatesville, PA  19320 
610-466-0341 
rfreisem@verizon.net 
 

Vice President, Internal Affairs 

Karl Heine 
152 Weedon Court 
West Chester, PA  19380 
610-363-7238 
flyfishingkarl@verizon.net  
 

Vice President, External Affairs 
Pete Hughes 
1536 Horseshoe Trail 
Chester Springs, PA 19425  
610-827-9239  
phtrout@comcast.net 
 

Secretary 
John Dettrey 
113 Woodland Drive 
Coatesville, PA 19320 
610-220-9147  
jdet@comcast.net 
 

Treasurer (acting) 
Frank Donohoe 
17 Amy Lane 
Malvern, PA  19355 
610-993-9831  
fsdonohoe@verizon.net 
 

 

 

 

Membership Chairman 

Ed Penry  
202 Jacquline Drive 
West Chester, PA  19382 
610-692-6382  
edward.penry@verizon.net 
 

Environmental Chairman 

Pete Goodman 
2194 Valley Hill Road 
Malvern, PA  19355 
610-827-7619 
peteg@bee.net 
 

Trout in the Classroom Chairman  

Dave Macaleer 
21 Arrowpoint Drive 
Glenmoore, PA  19343 
610-942-4254 
davenlynda@chesco.com 
 

PA Council, SE VP  
Chris Burns SE PA VP  
123 8th Street 
Oxford, PA  19363 
610-235-7299 
cmb0389@zoominternet.net 
 

BOARD MEMBERS 
Joe Armstrong 
450 Lucky Hill Road 
West Chester, PA  19382 
610-696-1930  
 

Jeff Bush 

622 Malvern Road 
Ardmore, PA  19003 
856-448-1925 
woodcanoe185@me.com  
 

Charlie Griffen 
134 Crump Road 

Exton, PA  19341 
610-594-0648 
c.griffenod@verizon.net 

Peter Lee 
27 Hickory Lane 
Malvern, PA  19355 
610-647-8572 
perterkleemalvern@hotmail.com 
 

John Johnson 
1085 Harmony Hill Road 
Downingtown, PA  19335 
610-873-9062 
 

Jim Leonard 
1778 Lenape-Unionville Road 
West Chester, PA  19382 
610-793-1706 
jamesmleonard@hotmail.com 
 

Owen Owens 
257 Kendal Drive 
Kennett Square, PA  19348  
484-770-8529  
IreneOwen@verizon.net 
 

Jeff Turner 
64 Eagleview Road 
Norristown, PA  19403 
610-662-6344 
jeffgees@comcast.net  
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Tom Prusak 
37 Christiana Pike 
Christiana, PA  17509 
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TU Websites 

www.tu.org 
www.valleyforgetu.org 

Change of address: 

� TU members log on www.tu.org 
to complete 
address change 

� All others, send changes of  
address to: 

VFTU 
PO Box 1356 
West Chester, PA 19380 

VFTU Officers & Board of Directors 

YES!  Please begin my one-year membership in Trout Unlimited. I un-
derstand my dues payment entitles me to all regular membership bene-
fits including a personal membership card and quarterly issues of Trout 
magazine.  VFTU members also receive our quarterly newsletter BANK-
NOTES. 

Name  _______________________________________________ 

Address  _______________________________________________ 

  _______________________________________________ 

City        _______________________________________________ 

State  ________   Zip   _____________ 

Phone  _________  -   _________  -  ______________________ 

*Email  _____________________________@ ________________ 

*Trout Unlimited does not make email addresses available to outside 
parties, for any reason, ever.  By providing your email address you help 
us reduce mailing and printing costs, which in turn helps the environ-
ment.  
 

�  Enclosed is my employer’s matching contribution gift form.  This is in addi-
tion to my membership application and payment. 

Trout Unlimited is incorporated as a 501(C)3 non-profit, 
educational, charitable organization, and all monetary and property 
donations are tax deductible to the extent allowed by law.   

Please select membership category: 

�  Stream Explorer $12     (18 and under) 
�  Senior  $20     (62 and older) 
�  Regular  $35 
�  Family/Contributor $50 
�  Sponsor  $100 
�  Conservator  $250 
�  Outfitters, Guides $295 
�  Stewardship  $500 
�  *Life   $1200 (no further dues) 
** Canadian members add $5, other countries add $20 per membership 

Payment enclosed: $ ________________  
Make checks payable to Trout Unlimited 

� VISA    � MASTERCARD    � AMEX    � DISCOVER 

Acct. Num:____________________________________________ 
Name on Card: _______________________________________ 
Exp Date: ______/________ 
Signature:   ___________________________________________ 

To ensure correct New Member Rebate, the VFTU chapter number is: 

Apply online at www.tu.org or cut out and mail to: 

290 

Trout Unlimited 
P.O. Box 7400 
Woolly Bugger, WV 25438 

Valley Forge Trout Unlimited Membership Application 

BANKNOTES 



Valley Forge Chapter of Trout Unlimited 
PO Box 1356 
West Chester, PA  19380 

VFTU GENERAL MEETINGS 
NEW LOCATION! 

  

Great Valley Grange #1496 
3285 Phoenixville Pike 

Malvern, PA  19355 

General Meetings held the second 
Thursday of each month 7:30 PM 

September through May  
NOTE: No General Meeting in March 

September 8th—Election of Officers 
Presentation by Bob Ballentyne 

Yellowstone and West Slope subspecies 
of cutthroat trout   

Nonprofit Organization 
U.S. Postage 

PAID 
West Chester, PA 

Permit No. 74 


