
T his late winter/early spring will 
go down in the VFTU annals as 

the time with the most sewage in Val-
ley Creek in its history. 

First there was the February 5th rup-
ture, which floated the pavement up 
several inches, while discharging 
5,000 gallons per minute of untreated 
sewage into Valley Creek.  This oc-
curred in the center of the intersec-
tion of PA Routes 23 and 252 in Valley 
Forge National Historical Park.  You 
may not have heard about this force 
main rupture.  You see, it happened 
on the day of the heavy snow storm 
that did so much tree damage and 
caused so many power outages in the 

area.  The mainstream media focused 
on the traffic nightmare aspect of this 
story since both Routes 23 and 252 
were closed, rather than an environ-
mental disaster.  Even when the dis-
charge of sewage was moved two 
miles upstream, to the Wilson Road 
Pump Station in Chesterbrook, it was 
more about commuter inconvenience 
than all of Valley Creek in Valley 
Forge Park having feces and toilet pa-
per in it.  Elected officials and those 
responsible for the repair patted 
themselves on the back for accom-
plishing the repair so quickly and re-
opening the roads.  The concern was 
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Points of interest: 

� Another sewer line break, 
and another... 

� The Keeper of the 
Stream Award goes to 
Chotty! 

� Thank you for another  
successful TROUT SHOW 

� El Cheapo—the early 
years 

� Join us on June 12th for 
a “Night on the Pond” 

 

 
  

 

I t is SPRING officially! Officially be-
cause I got to go fishing; Jim Clark 

and I spent a couple hours on the 
East Branch of the Brandywine. That 
day was a bit chilly and gray, unlike 
today which is sunny and approaching 
hot. Jim caught fish while I 
“practiced” with my new Tenkara… 
Fred (Gender) tells me I just need to 
be more confident that I will catch 
fish and I will. Really?  

We held the 2014 Trout Show on 
March 27th, featuring Ozzie Ozefovich 
and his Underwater World of Trout. 
The presentation and video help me 

with what is going on underwater in 
the stream and what the fish see. 
(Given my success stated in the previ-
ous paragraph, I need to be watching 
the video repeatedly…) I hope you 
each have at least one of Ozzie’s vid-
eos. We had just shy of 200 atten-
dees and cleared over $5,000. We 
extend a big ‘Thank you’ to all of our 
donors--members and vendors. In-
come from the Main and Special Raf-
fles make up the major portion of 
earnings. This is made possible by the 
DONORS of those prizes added to all 
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of you PURCHASING tickets to win them. Thank you 
so much for attending and supporting VFTU’s cold 
water conservation and education efforts. I’m re-
lieved and thankful to Karl Heine for leading the or-
ganization of the show with support from Pete Good-
man until Pete left for vacation. Thanks to John Det-
trey for working with VF Middle School to prepare the 
venue and accomplish the AV. Thanks to Dave 
Macaleer for continuing in his MC post and announc-
ing raffle numbers.  

Classroom Trout 

School, education, fish and Dave Macaleer leads me 
to think of the two Trout in the Classroom schools, 
Pocopson and Montgomery, which have released the 
trout they raised this 
year. Sometime I will get 
away from work and par-
ticipate in one of the re-
leases just to experience 
how the kids react to 
letting their small 
charges go from a tank 
into the big water world.  

The Internet provides 
many opportunities for 
petitioning and sending 
letters to our legislators. 
Sometimes they even 
respond though mostly they seem to be form letters. 
Recently I signed a letter concerning funding of the 
Fish and Wildlife Service and received a response 
from Pat Toomey part of which I am sharing here. 
We are a large enough organization I expect there 
are quite varied political views. This response struck 

me as rhetoric and rather lacking in foresight no mat-
ter the claim embedded in it. I suppose the initial pa-
tronization set me-off, too.  

“I understand your concerns and value knowing your 
support for the Endan-
gered Species Act (ESA). I 
also realize your support 
for the continued funding 
of Fish and Wildlife Ser-
vice (FWS) programs that 
protect endangered and 
threatened species.  

Like you, I believe that it 
is important to protect 
vulnerable wildlife and the 
quality of our environ-
ment. That said, when 
setting spending levels, 

we must remember that federal spending has dou-
bled since 2000. We now spend about 22 percent of 
the nation's output - a level that is hurting our econ-
omy and diminishing our living standards. The conse-
quences of such fiscal mismanagement will be devas-
tating to our economy, not to mention to future gen-
erations who will be saddled with debt and a govern-
ment they can no longer afford. All areas of govern-
ment spending must be carefully examined so that 
we can put our nation on a path toward fiscal sol-
vency.  

Inevitably, tough choices will have to be made, and 
making such choices is something that I have prom-

(Continued from page 1) 
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VFTU GENERAL MEETINGS 
East Whiteland Township Building—Frazer 

209 Conestoga Road 
On Rt 401 just south of Rt 202 ramps 

General Meetings are held the 
second Thursday of each month  

7:30 PM 
September through May 

NOTE: No General Meeting in March 

VFTU and WCFG&W 
“Night on the Pond” 
We will be set up at the trout nursery 

*** 
Thursday June 12th 

Paradise Farms Camp 
Downingtown, PA 

*** 
Food—Soft Drinks—Raffles 

Please bring desserts & salads...everything else  
will be provided 

6 PM until past dark... 
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all about how it was so expensive to fly in those cou-
plings. Nobody is talking about the TWO (2) addi-
tional miles of stream that was polluted! 

Next it was March 18th, a mere six weeks later, and 
as Yogi Berra is known to have said, “It's like deja-
vu, all over again.”  But there was the experience 
factor at play this time around.  
The crews were more efficient at 
accomplishing their tasks.  They 
immediately went to the pump 
station and diverted the sewage 
into the creek.  Then set about 
repairing the line with replace-
ment couplings from their inven-
tory.  According to newspaper re-
ports there were 30 hours of un-
treated sewage flowing through 
the entire park.  Our National 
Park!   

Alternatives? 

We have been told that there is 
no alternative.  The sewage must 
be dumped into Valley Creek.  We 
are finding this not only unbeliev-
able, but a severe threat to what 
we stand for, CLEAN COLD WA-
TER.  It is the Trout Unlimited creed.  It is what we 

are passionate 
about and fight for.   

Don’t tell us that the 
sewage has to go in 
Valley Creek two 
miles upstream of 
the break.  There is 
an alternative.  Fig-
ure it out.   

We understand that 
the pressure needs 
to be taken off of 
the line in order to 
make repairs. But 
there are other 

ways.  A way that does not discharge untreated 
waste from all sorts of contributors into our stream.  
A pump around, tank trucks, big storage tanks – 
whatever and however it can be done, it must be 
done.   

Three breaks in two years, with two breaks occurring 
within six weeks of each other says to me that there 

will be another break.  Probably 
sooner than later.  Tredyffrin 
Township, as the responsible 
party, needs to be equipped to 
handle the next one—not in the 
same way they handled the last 
two.  There can be no discharge to 
the stream, and there can be no 
relocation of the discharge unless 
it is to lessen the environmental 
impact.  Just fixing the break is not 
good enough. 

It is not just Valley Forge Trout 
Unlimited that is cranked up over 
this abuse.  Other organizations, 
such as, Open Land Conservancy, 
Green Valleys Association, the 
Delaware Riverkeeper Network, 
West Chester Fish, Game and 
Wildlife, League of Women Voters, 

Raymond Profit Foundation, Clean Water Action and 
Penn Environment as well as residents and park us-
ers are up in arms.  Twice is two times too many. 

Wilson Park Rain Gardens 

The rain gardens came through the winter a bit beat 
up but not too bad.  There are good signs of the gar-
den coming back to life.  We were able to finally get 
the compost socks installed at the discharge end of 
the gardens last week.  I have been talking with 
Dean Wilkins of the Tredyffrin Public Works Depart-
ment, and we are trying to get the earthen berms 
installed sometime in the near future.  Hopefully that 
can occur in the next week or two.  In mid-May we 
will again consult with our landscape architect and 
get her recommendation for fill-in planting and plant-

(Continued from page 1) 

(Continued on page 6) 

Projects, Progress and Happenings in the Valley Creek Watershed 

Valley Forge  
Trout Unlimited 

T he Valley Forge Chapter of 
Trout Unlimited is dedicated 

to preserving, protecting, and  
restoring trout habitat throughout 
Chester County, Pennsylvania. 

Its 800+ members and affiliates 
are engaged in the fight to pre-
serve our precious coldwater re-
sources.  All similarly inclined per-
sons are invited to join. Refer to 
the membership application form 
found in the back of this issue of  
BANKNOTES. 

ENVIRONMENTAL UPDATE 

Come help us and our veterans at the 
Coatesville VA Hospital 

 

PROJECT HEALING WATERS 
FLY FISHING 

 

For more information contact: 
Chuck Cutshall—chuckcutshall3@gmail.com 

Fred Gender—afgender@verizon.net 
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EL CHEAPO FLY TYER 

I t was a fly box like thousands of others of its kind.  
Brushed aluminum finish, of Perrine persuasion, 

one side featured strips of flat metal clips to display a 
side view of wet flies and streamers.  The other side 
held rows of half-covered springs that could hold dry 
flies upright, if you weren't too concerned about ding-
ing up the hook points.  While identical on the outside, 
it was the contents of each of these boxes that made 
them individuals, tracking the progression of memories 
of a fly fisher's life. 

Can you remember the first trout that you caught on a 
fly, or the fly that caught it?  For some reason, I can't 
remember either. 

First Trout on Flies 

I do remember that the first four trout that I caught 
on flies were not caught on a fly rod.  In those days I 
stalked West Valley with a six foot fiberglass bait cast-
ing rod from Sears.  While not likely to show up in  
Tom Ames's collection of classic fly tackle, it was 
enough to send me down the long road of decline that 
keeps me in front of a vise to this day.  Sporting a 
Pflueger Akron level wind reel spooled with eighteen 
pound test braided dacron line and a six foot length of 
six pound tippet material for a leader, the rod was soft 
enough, after the line had sucked up enough water, to 
let me flip my flies just about anywhere I needed to 

put them. 

Those first four fly-caught trout fell to a wet fly, a 
nymph, a streamer, and a dry.  The nymph was my 
interpretation of Sid Gordon's Bucking Bronco 
Isonychia imitation, which I was walking along the 
edge of a clay ledge below the tunnels.  About eight 
feet into this little exercise, a brownie, that I didn't 
know was there, popped out and grabbed the fly, and 
took it back into his lair.  This caught me completely 
by surprise, but for some reason, he held onto it, and 
I was able to hook and land him.  Dang, I was a 
nymph fisherman! 

Mail-Order Gear 

A foot-long brownie holdover was my first streamer 
victim, and again, I didn't know he was there.  He 
flashed out from under a bankside root and hooked 
himself on the fly.  This fly was part of a selection of 
patterns that came with a fly outfit that my brother 
Tom had purchased from mail-order retailer Klein's.  
This was in 1963, and later that year Klein's would 
gain notoriety for selling a certain 6.5 mm Carcano 
rifle.  The flies in the selection were well tied, though, 
and the pilfered sample of Lew Oatman's Yellow Perch 
soon occupied one of the clips in my box. 

There are two blurry spots in the box for the other 
two trout.  I can recall neither the fish nor the wet and 
dry patterns that caught them. 

Along Came a Spider 

I do remember the first time I caught more than one 
trout on a fly in the same day, and the little wet, a 
turn of brown hen ahead of a muskrat body tied on a 
size sixteen ring-eye sproat, occupied a place of honor 
in the box for a long time.  Back then we called these 
things simply wet flies or spiders, newbies know them 

(Continued on page 7) 

The Time Machine 

Valley Creek Workdays 
Yes we have monthly workdays! 

When? 
Saturdays following our general  meetings 

 

Where? 
Details provided at our general meetings or 
contact either Rod Horton or Pete Goodman 

 

Why? 
We are committed to protecting and 

preserving Valley Creek.  It’s also a great way 
to meet your fellow chapter members. 

 

Want to Help?  Please Contact 
Pete @ 610-827-7619  
Rod @ 610-666-6167  
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ised to the people of Pennsylvania.”  

I kind of think if we don’t protect the environment the 
future costs will be way higher for things like clean air 
and drinking water, essential for human life as well as 
wildlife. Attaining “fiscal solvency” by wiping out the 
agencies given responsibility for protecting the envi-
ronment? Doubtful …  

Clean Water Kickoff 

On April 2nd, PennEnvironment held a Clean Water 
Campaign Kickoff in the bandstand at Kerr Park. The 
district PA representative for EPA was there with one 
of his staffers as was an owner of Victory Brewing, 
Terry Peach, owner of Marblehead Fly Fisher, Sierra 
Club members, some press and Fred (and me). The 
gathering was to emphasize support for a 300+ page 
preamble document containing “clarifications” on the 
Clean Water Act of 1972. National Trout Unlimited has 
drafted a letter to sign and send at http://
www.capwiz.com/tu/mail/oneclick_compose/?
alertid=63194396 to make it easy to participate. So 
please use the TU website, Take Action section (drop 
down menu under “Get Involved”), under Protect 
Headwater Streams.  

Depending upon who is speaking the proposed rule 
might be a clarification or just plain a restoration of 
the Act after years of significant erosion of the 
strength of the rule to act against big polluters with 

lobbies and money. Enforcement of the Act would 
help the public and EPA stand a chance against corpo-
rations wanting mountaintop removal , oil pipelines 
through wetlands, coal ash in drinking water supplies 
and, oh let’s see, maybe raw sewage in Valley Creek. 
Corporations are so against environmental protection 
they believe it necessary to eviscerate EPA instead of 
spending money to protect the future.  

When the proposed rule was issued for comment on 
April 21, 2014, is was down to 88 pages of the Federal 
Register but that hardly makes it brief and may have 
to do with the use of three awkward columns and 
small type face as the FR standard format. What the 
proposed rule does is define wetlands, tributary, and 
“waters of the United States” and request comment 
on those definitions. It specifically proposes “no 
change to the exclusion for waste treatment systems 
designed consistent with the requirements of the CWA 
[Clean Water Act], no change to the exclusion for 
prior converted cropland, and no change to the regu-
latory status of water transfers… The rule does not 
affect longstanding permitting exemptions in the CWA 
for farming, silviculture [forestry], ranching and other 
specified activities. Where waters would be deter-
mined jurisdictional under the proposed rule, applica-
ble exemptions in the CWA would continue to preclude 
application of CWA permitting requirements…Under 
the proposed rule, these “other waters” (those which 
do not fit within the proposed categories of waters 
jurisdictional by rule) would only be jurisdictional upon 
a case-specific determination that they have a signifi-
cant nexus as defined by the proposed rule. Waters in 
a watershed in which there is no connection to a tradi-

(Continued from page 2) 

(Continued on page 8) 

Prez Notes 

20142014  
Chester County Conservation Camp 

July 13th to 19th 

hosted by   

Paradise Farm Camps 
The camp is open to boys and girls ages 11 to 14 
(6th, 7th, 8th grade.)  Tuition of $250 covers all  
expenses for a week.  Scholarships are available.   

For more information contact: 
Camp Director:  Margaret Van Gilder  

phone: 610-209-9410 

email:  margaretvg@verizon.net 
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ing on the berm.  We will need volunteers to help 
with the planting as well as maintenance through the 
summer.  If you are interested in helping, please con-
tact me. 

Crabby Creek   

The sewer relining and pipe replacement work is 
winding down, although there is still activity in Crabby 
Creek Park as well as behind Radbill 
Park.  The result of this construction 
activity is the loss of several areas 
that we had previously planted to di-
versify the woodland and increase 
habitat.  Smaller localized losses of 
trees and shrubs have also occurred.  
On Sunday the 27 of April, Chuck Cut-
shall will be leading a team of Upper 
Main Line Rotary Club members and 
volunteers to clean up some of the 
damaged deer protection, restore 
other areas and remove trash from 
the site.  It is a big project.  Thank 
you, Chuck, for getting this effort go-
ing. 

I met with Steve Burgo at Crabby 
Creek Park and showed him certain 
areas where we had planted trees and 
shrubs that the contractors had used 
for parking and staging areas.  I asked 
that the township have the areas re-
stored to a condition where they could 
be replanted.  There were other items 
of concern which we discussed, and I provided him 
with a document listing all of VFTU’s issues in all of 

the Crabby Creek drainage and offered photo docu-
mentation. 

Since it is the season of sewage in our streams, it is 
unfortunately not shocking to have an open manhole 
discharging clear but very stinky water into Crabby 
Creek behind Radbill Park.  This was reported to the 
township and resolved.  The blame was placed on 
“the contractor.”  How about a “no sewage in our 
streams” policy?  

TreeVitalize 

The grant awards were made, and we 
received a TreeVitalize grant for re-
planting the lower section of the 
sewer replacement area in Crabby 
Creek Park.  The planting day has 
been set for Saturday, September 20, 
2014.  Please mark your calendars.  
The rain date would be Sunday the 
21st.  Again, thank you to Kate Jones, 
Margot Taylor and Keeper of the 
Stream/Dusinberre Award winner, 
Chotty Sprenkle for making this hap-
pen.  It was not an easy nor straight-
forward project. 

Grants 

We are expecting the final Growing 
Greener contracts any day now for 
the project to install an infiltration 
trench on Friendship Drive in upper 
Crabby Creek.  Once this final docu-
ment is in hand, we can start con-

tracting for the various phases of the work. 

Green Valleys Watershed Association is moving ahead 
with their Growing Greener grant to naturalize storm 
water basins in the Valley Creek Watershed. 

All of the grant work is difficult in many 
different ways.  But if we and our part-
ners did not pursue and accomplish this 
work no one, NO ONE else would. 

Happy spring! 

(Continued from page 3) 

Pete Goodman 

Environment 



 7                                                                                SUMMER 2014                                          WWW.VALLEYFORGETU.ORG 

El Cheapo 

as soft-hackles. 

It happened on one of those classic sunny Saturday morn-
ings in mid-May.  I went out the back door and decided to 
fish my way up the creek, as I knew that a nine inch 
brownie lived just up from the house.  On the first cast he 
just came up and took it like he had been waiting all 
morning for it.  I'm usually pretty superstitious about 
catching one on the first cast, but I knew that another fish 
lived about fifty yards up the creek, and went up to give 
him a poke.  Same result.  Man, I was on!  I knew of two 
other fish, one above, and one below, and they came as 
easily as the first two did.  After that fourth fish, I clipped 
the fly off and installed it in one of those clips.  Not wish-
ing to kill the magic, I never used it again, and it stayed in 
that box for nearly twenty years. 

That happened in 1964, the year that I bought my first fly 
rod.  There was a sporting goods store in the old Down-
ingtown Farmer's Market, and for months I had been lust-
ing after one of the two fly rods in their rod rack.  It was a 
white fiberglass Heddon Custom, eight and a half feet 
long.  Probably a bass rod,  it was marked for a line size 
that would likely equate to a size seven today.  No matter, 

(Continued from page 4) 

(Continued on page 9) 

 

Who Ya Gonna Call? 
 

If you see a spill or fish kill, call us… 
Call any of your officers  

or board members  
(see the inside back cover of 

BANKNOTES) 
 

Illegal Fishing and Poaching or  
Disturbance of a Waterway: 

Notify the PA Fish and Boat Commission 
 

Fish Kills or Illegal Dumping: 
Notify the PA Fish and Boat Commission  

and 
PA Department of  

Environmental Protection (DEP) 
 

Water Quality and Pollution: 
Notify the PA Department of  

Environmental Protection (DEP) 
 

*** 

Pennsylvania Department of 
Environmental Protection 

 

Emergencies should be reported immediately  
by telephone to the Southeast Regional Office  

at 484-250-5900  
(24 hours a day, 7 days a week) 

 

Pennsylvania Fish and Boat  
Commission 

 
 

Our local WCO, Bob Bonney, has requested 
emergencies should be reported immediately  

to him via his cell phone: 
610-637-6398 

and to the Southeast Region of the PA F&BC 
(8:00 AM – 4:00 PM weekdays) 

717-626-0228 

Erosion and Sedimentation Issues: 
Notify the Chester County 

Conservation District 
610-925-4920 

 

Well and Septic Issues: 
Notify the Chester County 

Health Department 
610-344-6225  
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Prez Notes 
tional navigable water, interstate water or the territo-
rial seas would not be “waters of the United States.”  

That means not included in jurisdiction of the Act: 
waste water treatment systems, prior converted crop-
land, ditches that are excavated wholly in uplands, 
drain only uplands, and have less than perennial flow; 
artificially irrigated areas that would revert to upland 
should application of irrigation water to that area 
cease; and artificial lakes, ponds, reflecting pool, 
swimming pools created by excavating or diking dry 
land, water-filled depressions created incidental to 
construction, ground water drained through drainage 
systems, gullies, rills and non-wet-land swales; and 
areas in forestry .  

There is a bunch of science, specifics, case law and 
legal analysis filling the pages in between. The publi-
cation of the rule starts a 90-day clock for comment. 
The EPA and Army Corps of Engineers are looking for 
comments on definition of the waters that are under 
jurisdiction of “other waters” under this rule and or 
potential alternatives to the approach. Just please sign 
the letter provided by the TU National website and it 
will be sent to your representatives.  

Fly Fishing school is Sunday May 18th. Last I heard it 
was almost full so another fulfilling successful school is 
anticipated. Many thanks again go to John Dettrey for 

doing the planning and 
getting the school filled 
and students on a wait 
list for next year!  

Be well and get out-
side. 

(Continued from page 5) 

Robbi Freisem 
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El Cheapo 
it was soft and would swim the subsurface stuff like 
nobody's business, and for the next four seasons we 
together would be the terror of West Valley Creek.  
The price tag on the pole said fourteen dollars.  I put 
five bucks down, and a buck a week of hoarded milk 
money until it was paid off.  This likely contributed to 
me staying little and scrawny until 1968, when the Air 
Force started feeding me, but it was worth it. 

Reliable Patterns 

For several seasons, there resided in the box a size 
fourteen Coachman and a size twelve Leadwing.  I 
fished these as a team, with the white-winged job as 
a dropper.  I only ever caught one or two trout on it, 
but the white wing and dark peacock herl body made 
it a great strike indicator for its darker cousin.  There 
were a lot of Isonychia's in West Valley then and I'm 
guessing this is the reason for the Leadwing's consis-
tency. 

Ever the minimalist, my wingless spiders came to 
dominate the flat clips, and soon started to migrate 
over to the spring side.  My sole other concession to 
the classic winged wets was a size sixteen Light Ca-
hill.  Fished on a swing, this thing was reliably mur-
derous during two periods each season, opening 
week, and then later, during sulphur time.  The latter 
period wasn't too hard to figure out.  There were a 
lot of Ephemerella and Stenacron mayflies hatching 
out after the first week of May on West Valley, and 
on those cloudy warm afternoons when small num-
bers of them came off for hours, I'm sure the fish 
took them for hatching nymphs.   The reason for the 
early season success stymied me until the first time I 
got a look at one of the brown and yellow sparkle 
pupa devised by Gary LaFontaine that fishes so well 
for the opening day Hydropsyche caddis.  The size 
and colors of the two patterns were nearly identical.  
Eureka! even the blind squirrel… 

A Few Dry Ties 

More of an opportunist in my early years, the allure 
of the rising fish wasn't entirely lost on me, and a few 
dries graced the coil spring side.  Ray Bergman wrote 
that very small Royal Coachman dries were often ef-
fective on sunny days, and the man knew what he 
was talking about, so a couple of these that I tied 
lived in the box.  On the other hand, if the creek was 
clearing after a rain, but still cloudy, virtually every 
trout that I saw rise would take a Brown Hackle Pea-
cock tied variant style, so I always had one of those 

(Continued from page 7) 

(Continued on page 10) 

Terry Peach 

A Marblehead Flyfisher 

5716 Kennett Pike Suite D 
Centerville,  DE  19807 
Phone: 302-654-6515 
Mobile: 302-743-0966        Hours:  Tue thru Fri  10AM-7PM 
Fax: 302-654-6533                                    Sat 10AM-5PM 
Email: AMHeadflyfisher@AOL.com 
Website:  www.amarbleheadflyfisher.com 
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in there somewhere. 

Across the Pond 

Sometime during my thirty-seven month and two day 
stay at a listening post in Germany, I picked up a se-
lection of dry flies at the Kaserne PX.  I bought them 
as souvenirs, but two patterns were really winners.  
One was a Tups Indispensable, a great sulphur dun 
imitation, and the other, well, was different.  It resem-
bled a small Brown Bivisible, but had cree hackle tip 
wings, and in place of the white facing hackle, it had a 
single turn of gray partridge trimmed to the length of 
the body hackle.  I've never seen it in any book, and I 
still don't know its name, but the first time I used it, I 
caught 22 brownies on it in an hour.  Okay, I'll admit 
it, they were small stocked fish, but the picky little 
buggers had nothing to do with the size 18 Adams and 
Blue Dun that I showed them first.  Afterwards, I 
would only trot it out on special occasions, but it never 
lost its magic. 

I still carry that box in my vest, but like the guy that 
lugs it, it has gone through many changes.  In the 
early '80's I ripped out the clips and springs and glued 
in foam pads, and today it carries only some seldom 
used streamers and some spare muddlers.  A year 
later, Wheatley brought out their black box, with swing 
leaf and four foam pads.  Had I known this, I could 
have retired my little time machine intact. 

Jim Clark  

(Continued from page 9) 

Editor’s Note:  A few days after the TROUT SHOW 
Chotty Sprenkle dropped President Robbi a very nice 
note.  Robbi shared it with the board members and I 
wanted all of the members to read Chotty’s kind 
words. 

El Cheapo 

C harlotte Sprenkle, Watershed Coordinator for the 
Chester County Conservation District, is better 

known statewide and to all of us as "Chotty." 

Carl Dusinberre would be very pleased with Chotty as 
this year’s recipient of the Keeper of the Stream – or 
in Chotty’s case, Keeper of the Streams.   
Chotty was a favorite of Carl’s. Her job as Watershed 
Coordinator means she is not only involved with our 
beloved Valley Creek but all the creeks, streams, wet-
lands and rivers in Chester County.  Chotty under-
stands, perhaps better than any other governmental 
agency employee, the value of non-profit watershed 
groups.  She works with every watershed group in the 
county, and for over ten years Chotty has worked with 
the Valley Creek Restoration Partnership: soliciting 

grants, administering grants, advising the group and 
taking meeting notes.  She has been the one agency 
constant during the past decade. 

It also doesn’t matter to Chotty if you are a senator or 
Joe Neighbor; she will let you know where she stands 
and what is on her mind.  She doesn’t mince words.  
She tells it like she sees it with that great broad smile. 

Chotty has proved again and again to be an invaluable 
ally.  From those early days of working with Carl 
Dusinberre until the present—she is still a driving force 
in the Valley Creek Watershed.  We all thank you for 
all that you have done to preserve, protect and re-
store Valley Creek. 

Pete Goodman 

Dusinberre Award 

 



 11                                                                                SUMMER 2014                                          WWW.VALLEYFORGETU.ORG 

 

OFFICERS 
President 

Robbi Freisem 
1000 Caln Meeting House Rd. 
Coatesville, PA  19320 
610-466-0341 
rfreisem@verizon.net 

Past President 
Pete Goodman 
2194 Valley Hill Road 
Malvern, PA  19355 
610-827-7619 
peteg@bee.net 

Vice President, Internal Affairs 

Karl Heine 
152 Weedon Court 
West Chester, PA  19380 
610-363-7238 
flyfishingkarl@verizon.net  
Vice President, External Affairs 

Chuck Cutshall 
257 Brookmead Road 
Wayne, PA  19087 
610-687-1354 
chuckcutshall3@gmail.com 

Secretary 
John Dettrey 
113 Woodland Drive 
Coatesville, PA 19320 
610-220-9147  
jdet@comcast.net 

Treasurer 
Chris Burns 
123 8th Street 
Oxford, PA  19363 
610-235-7299 
cmb0389@zoominternet.net 

Environmental Chairman 

Rich Bauer 
102 Manor Drive 
Kennett Square, PA  19348 
610-347-0155 
bludun@erols.com 

Membership Chairman 

Ed Penry  
202 Jacquline Drive 
West Chester, PA  19382 
610-692-6382  
edward.penry@verizon.net 
 
 

BOARD MEMBERS 
 

Joe Armstrong 
450 Lucky Hill Road 
West Chester, PA  19380 
610-696-1930  
 
Jeff Bush 
622 Malvern Road 
Ardmore, PA  19003 
856-448-1925 
woodcanoe185@me.com  
 
Frank Donohoe 
17 Amy Lane 
Malvern, PA  19355 
610-993-9831  
fsdonohoe@verizon.net 
 
Fred Gender-SE PA VP  
333 Baltusrol Drive 
Coatesville PA  19320 
570-704-8764 
afgender@verizon.net 
 

Rod Horton 
1037 Shearwater Drive 
Audubon, PA  19403 
610-666-6167 
horton_rl@verizon.net 
 
John Johnson 
1085 Harmony Hill Road 
Downingtown, PA  19335 
610-873-9062 
 
Jim Leonard 
1778 Lenape-Unionville Road 
West Chester, PA  19382 
610-793-1706 
jamesmleonard@hotmail.com 
 
Dave Macaleer-TIC Lead 
21 Arrowpoint Drive 
Glenmoore, PA  19343 
610-942-4254 
davenlynda@chesco.com 
 
Owen Owens 
257 Kendal Drive 
Kennett Square, PA  19348  
484-770-8529  
IreneOwen@verizon.net 
 
Andy Pancoast 
912 Deer Road 
Bryn Mawr, PA 19010 
610-496-3959  
awpancoast@hotmail.com 
 
Jeff Turner 
64 Eagleview Road 
Norristown, PA  19403 
610-662-6344 
jeffgees@comcast.net  

Editor 
Tom Prusak 
37 Christiana Pike 
Christiana, PA  17509 
610-593-2365 
flyfishtomp@gmail.com 
Layout & Graphics 

Tom Prusak 

Advertising Manager 
Chris Burns  

Artist & Cartoonist 

Todd Henderson 

TU Websites 

www.tu.org 
www.valleyforgetu.org 

Change of address: 

� TU members log on www.tu.org 
to complete 
address change 

� All others, send changes of  
address to: 

VFTU 
PO Box 1356 
West Chester, PA 19380 

VFTU Officers & Board of Directors 

YES!  Please begin my one-year membership in Trout Unlimited. I un-
derstand my dues payment entitles me to all regular membership bene-
fits including a personal membership card and quarterly issues of Trout 
magazine.  VFTU members also receive our quarterly newsletter BANK-
NOTES. 

Name  _______________________________________________ 

Address  _______________________________________________ 

  _______________________________________________ 

City        _______________________________________________ 

State  ________   Zip   _____________ 

Phone  _________  -   _________  -  ______________________ 

*Email  _____________________________@ ________________ 

*Trout Unlimited does not make email addresses available to outside 
parties, for any reason, ever.  By providing your email address you help 
us reduce mailing and printing costs, which in turn helps the environ-
ment.  
 

�  Enclosed is my employer’s matching contribution gift form.  This is in addi-
tion to my membership application and payment. 

Trout Unlimited is incorporated as a 501(C)3 non-profit, 
educational, charitable organization, and all monetary and property 
donations are tax deductible to the extent allowed by law.   

Please select membership category: 

�  Stream Explorer $12     (18 and under) 
�  Senior  $20     (62 and older) 
�  Regular  $35 
�  Family/Contributor $50 
�  Sponsor  $100 
�  Conservator  $250 
�  Outfitters, Guides $295 
�  Stewardship  $500 
�  *Life   $1200 (no further dues) 
** Canadian members add $5, other countries add $20 per membership 

Payment enclosed: $ ________________  
Make checks payable to Trout Unlimited 

� VISA    � MASTERCARD    � AMEX    � DISCOVER 

Acct. Num:____________________________________________ 
Name on Card: _______________________________________ 
Exp Date: ______/________ 
Signature:   ___________________________________________ 

To ensure correct New Member Rebate, the VFTU chapter number is: 

Apply online at www.tu.org or cut out and mail to: 

290 

Trout Unlimited 
P.O. Box 7400 
Woolly Bugger, WV 25438 

Valley Forge Trout Unlimited Membership Application 

BANKNOTES 



Valley Forge Chapter of Trout Unlimited 
PO Box 1356 
West Chester, PA  19380 

VFTU GENERAL MEETINGS 
NEW LOCATION! 

  

East Whiteland Township Building 
209 Conestoga Rd., Frazer, PA  

 

On Rt 401 just south of Rt 202 ramps 
 

General Meetings held the second 
Thursday of each month 7:30 PM 

September through May  
NOTE: No General Meeting in March   
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