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Summer of Heavy Lifting
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NOTES FROM THE PREZ

A

s I write we are enjoying a cool
summer respite for this area; by
the time you receive this issue of BANKNOTES many of us will consider summer over because kids have gone back
to school and fall sports collegiate and
professional will be underway. We may
or may not have “dog days” in between.
In spite of cooler summer weather
dunking your feet into Cedar Hollow
Run for a few hours of fishing will indicate to you that something is wrong

with the outflow of Atwater Lake. The
water is warm and weedy. This unusual circumstance was noted back on
May 28th when several of us took Chris
Wood, national Trout Unlimited President and CEO, on a tour of a couple
areas that affect Valley Creek.
Receiving a visit from Chris is news all
by itself. He drove up in the morning
from Arlington, VA to meet us and tour
Crabby Creek work locations and Cedar
Hollow Run. Crabby Creek was visited
(Continued on page 2)
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Points of interest: - Kris Heister named
superintendent of Upper
Delaware!
- Project Healing Waters
expands to VA outpatients
- Owen’s visit with Mitsie
reminds us that it’s our turn
to help preserve Valley
Creek

- Fall Meetings start up on
9/10...Remember we are at
our new location

Protecting and Enhancing
Chester County Trout Streams
for more than

30 Years
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first, both the area off Walnut Lane and a walk through
the area where Crabby has been relocated. When one
looks at how far the stream has been moved to return it
to the early 20th century location and create some distance between the stream and the sewer line, and the
amount of rock and deflectors in the stream, the project
is pretty impressive. The number of trees removed for
sewer line repair is impressive in a negative way…
As we broke for lunch a torrential downpour started
which prompted me to break out the rain jacket for the
jog between the truck and the restaurant. I was definitely wishing I had worn ‘Wellies’ rather than running
shoes. The rain lasted about as long as lunch so we
headed on to Cedar Hollow Run. The outflow from Atwater Lake has been a major source of cold water for
Valley Creek all of the way into the Chesterbrook area
of Valley’s path. Joe Armstrong, Frank Donohoe and
Pete Goodman have worked with Trammell Crow for
longer than the number of years I have been on the
board, to ensure the cold water outflow from Atwater
Lake is maintained in perpetuity to protect Valley Creek.
The weeds were unfortunately evident that day. Frank
Donohoe was leading the tour and took Chris to the upper most part of Cedar Hollow to check the outflow. The
volume of water flowing from the quarry lake was much
lower than normal. Frank and Pete have been communicating with Trammell Crow ever since to investigate
and correct the situation.
Chris left about 2:30 pm to get back to DC for dinner
with a high up officer of another national conservation
organization. All of that driving makes for one long
busy day in the middle of the week!
Cedar Hollow & Trammell Crow
The good news on Cedar Hollow Run is we should be
close to an agreement with Trammell Crow to maintain

VFTU GENERAL MEETINGS
East Whiteland Township Building—Frazer
209 Conestoga Road
On Route 401 just south of Rt 202 ramps
General Meetings are held the
second Thursday of each month
7:30 PM
September through May

the cold water discharge from Atwater Lake. We are
looking forward to both the restoration of cold water
and the signing of an agreement years in the making.
Pete and I attended the meeting of township supervisors in Tredyffrin before he left on his summer sabbatical in June. When the subject of the high pressure sewage main break and dumping of millions of gallons of
raw sewage into two miles of Valley Creek was addressed it became apparent the township believes the
use of Valley Creek for this type of emergency is acceptable. Apparently the feeling is there is no need to find
another alternative because this one works.
In my view so far the timing has been very fortunate
happening during cold weather with minimal human or
pet activity in the stream. If a break happened during
summer weather when adults, kids, and their dogs go
wading, there would be a very different issue and likely
unpleasant outcomes. Sewer line breaks cannot always
be so well timed. In hot weather there could be a different outcome in the Schuykill River, too. Would the
Philadelphia water department be able to compensate in
its treatment for higher levels of unhealthy contributions
at its water intake? Would recreational summer activities in the river be curtailed? Is “the solution to pollution” significant enough to have no effect on the river?
So far the circumstances have been lucky.
I am pretty sure Pat Toomey is a smart guy and too
busy to write the misinformation that ends up on his
website and in his newsletters to constituents. Toomey
and the American Farm Bureau Federation have asserted that the new rule will give the EPA jurisdiction
over farmers’ irrigation ditches, watering ponds, and
even puddles of rain. "The EPA's proposed rule is a ter-

NOTE: No General Meeting in March
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ENVIRONMENTAL UPDATE
Projects, Progress and Happenings in the Valley Creek Watershed
(Continued from page 1)

township. David Masur, Director, PennEnvironment,
Mac Wilson, President, Open Land Conservancy of
Chester County and myself met with Mike Heaburg,
Chair, Tredyffrin Township Board of Supervisors, Mark
Freed, Tredyffrin Township Board of Supervisor, Bill
Martin, Manager, Tredyffrin Township and Steve Burgo,
Township Engineer, Tredyffrin Township.
The results of the meeting were a commitment by the
township to have their engineering consultants look
into devising an emergency plan that would not pollute
additional stream beyond the immediate break location.
The Coalition + agreed to stop the public letter campaign and to more openly discuss our issues one on
one with Tredyffrin Township.
At the June 16th Tredyffrin Board of Supervisors meeting there was an initial public report on the investigations that the Tredyffrin’s engineering consultant,
CH2MHill provided. It disclosed no new information.
The Board of Supervisors at that meeting voted to add
the development of an Emergency Response Plan to
the list of tasks that CH2MHill was performing for Tredyffrin. The CH2MHill proposal that was approved contained the wording, “The Emergency Response Plan will
build off the Township's existing documentation but
provide a focus on the project goal of minimizing flow
duration related to a pipe failure.” This was not what
was agreed to and Steve Burgo was challenged on this
point to which he responded that all options were to be
considered and that all stake holders would be consulted before a final
plan was adopted. I
Valley Forge
not holding my
Trout Unlimited am
breath.

T

he Valley Forge Chapter of
Trout Unlimited is dedicated
to preserving, protecting, and
restoring trout habitat throughout
Chester County, Pennsylvania.
Its 800+ members and affiliates
are engaged in the fight to preserve our precious coldwater resources. All similarly inclined persons are invited to join. Refer to
the membership application form
found in the back of this issue of
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Atwater Lake cold
water discharge
For many months
now VFTU member,
Peter Lee has been
saying that there was
a problem with the
discharge from Atwater Lake.
He was
right. But we had to
be cautious in what

we were to say to Trammell Crow about this issue. We
needed to know what was happening as best we could
ascertain through several different investigations. It
was important to be on firm ground since we were also
negotiating at the same time a Covenant of Restrictions
(similar to an easement) for the riparian area within the
100 year flood plain for the Cedar Hollow Run west of
Church Road to the cold water discharge and also a
perpetual maintenance agreement for the Cold Water
Discharge System. We have approach Trammell Crow
on the issue of reduced flow from the cold water discharge system and the continuous flow out of the
emergency spillway. It is my belief that one of two
things may be causing these occurrences which I believe to be related. The first and most likely to be the
cause is some sort of blockage at the intake of the cold
water discharge system some 40+ feet below the lake
surface. The second and less likely is that there is a
pipe or pipe joint failure well above the intake of the
system. Either one of these could cause the reduced
flow that we have measured. With the reduced flow
out of the cold water discharge the lake has risen and
is discharging the excess input out the emergency spillway. I understand from an email yesterday that
Trammell Crow is looking for a diver that would perform the investigations to determine what the failure is
and what the nest course of action is. They are hoping
to report back to us the next week (the first week of
August).
Atwater Agreements
As I noted above we have been negotiating for quite
some time with Trammell Crow to get agreements in
place that would protect the riparian corridor of Cedar
Hollow Run and to provide perpetual maintenance for
the cold water discharge system that feeds the stream
from Atwater Lake. I have documents going back to
2002 that talk to agreements between VFTU and
Trammell Crow. We have also had to negotiate with
National Trout Unlimited as well since it no longer will
allow chapters to hold easements and requires document reviews and approval of contractual agreements.
It has been a long hard road to get to a point that is
agreeable to all parties. But at this point I believe that
we have agreements that only require signatures to go
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EL CHEAPO FLY TYER
Paradise Found

Y

ou might have noticed that the last issue of BANKNOTES carried no article concerning our Project
Healing Waters efforts. The reason for this omission was
not that our efforts have slacked off or
stalled, but rather that we were in the
process of transitioning from a purely
VA-centric program twice a month, to
weekly sessions held at the Paradise
Farms Camps on West Valley Creek.
For a time, it seemed that we just
couldn't get a break, with rip-roaring
floods, to Lewis McCollough getting
kicked by a horse that left him on light
duty and unable to drive the vets to
the site. We finally were able to get
started in mid-May, with about a dozen
volunteers coaching five vets on the
pond. Three of our guys caught fish,
sunnies, small bass, a crappie, and
oddest of all, a large brown bullhead
captured on a green weenie. We were
visited by Andy Schaum and Frank Rutan of PFC, and were also treated to a
tree-top flyover by a pair of Cobra gunships. How do they know when you
need support?

first night, preferring to stay on the pond, but on our
second excursion, on May 28th, several decided to try it.
As luck would have it, Chuck's vet caught his first trout
on a fly, lost two others, and had several other strikes. Another found himself relieved of the wooly bugger swung
downstream by the strike of an eager
trout, and the even more eager strike
of the excited angler. On that evening
we had seven vets, and about fifteen
volunteers.
The following week we only had three
of our guys, but again, we had a good
turnout of volunteers. The trout were
feeding actively, and the guy who
caught a rainbow the previous week
caught a brownie on this trip.

The June 11th session was interesting
for several reasons. We had five vets
show up, but Lewis forgot to bring their
PROJECT HEALING WATERS tackle. Some of the volunteers had
FLY FISHING
brought their own gear, so our guys
were able to fish until Lew came back
For more information contact:
Chuck Cutshall—chuckcutshall3@gmail.com with their stuff. The guy using my pole
Fred Gender—afgender@verizon.net
demonstrated that the students often
cast better than their instructors. He
None of our guys attempted to tackle the creek on this was pitching line that never been off the reel in my
hands. Sunnies and bass were caught, and it was rumored that Matt Romano's guy caught a trout down at
the creek. Robbi came out to visit and hang out, meeting the volunteers, and getting to meet some of our guys
from the VA. The highlight of the evening, other than
Yes we have monthly workdays!
Robbi's visit, was the baby muskrat that came paddling
across the pond to visit us. Nibbling clover, he comWhen?
pletely ignored the human traffic passing by within three
Saturdays following our general meetings
feet of him, and several photos of him were taken.
Come help us and our veterans at the
Coatesville VA Hospital

Valley Creek Workdays

Where?

Details provided at our general meetings or
contact either Rod Horton or Pete Goodman

Why?
We are committed to protecting and
preserving Valley Creek. It’s also a great way
to meet your fellow chapter members.

Want to Help? Please Contact
Pete @ 610-827-7619
Rod @ 610-666-6167

We had sessions at the pond for two more weeks before
camp activities sent us back to the VA. The plan is to
return there in the fall.
The big news is our expansion. Through the efforts of
Jay Breneman, in October we will begin an offshoot designed to serve outpatients of the VA. These sessions
will be held twice a month, and will be conducted at the
West Bradford Fire House. Members of the Fire Company have expressed interest in learning casting and tying so that ultimately they can help out as volunteer instructors. We don't expect the same volunteers who
make up the core of the group who regularly show up at
(Continued on page 8)
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EDITORS JOURNAL
Kris Heister is New Upper “D” Superintendent
Editor’s Note: Kris Heister, our 2013 Dusinberre Award winner ,has recently been appointed a new position with the
National Park Service. As the Upper
Delaware system is one of my favorite
fly fishing get-aways I can tell you I
was thrilled to hear this good news.
Reprinted from The Pike County
Courier, May 30, 2014

BEACH LAKE, PA — Kris Heister has
been selected as the new superintendent of Upper Delaware Scenic and
Recreational River in Beach Lake, PA.

Kris Heister

She succeeds Acting Superintendent Malcolm Wilbur and
former Superintendent Sean McGuinness, who retired in
early 2014. Heister is a 22-year veteran of the National
Park Service AND will begin her new position in mid-July.
“As the chief of natural resources for the Northeast Region, Kris has repeatedly demonstrated outstanding leadership in establishing successful partnerships as a way of
doing business that is integral to success,” said Northeast
Regional Director Mike Caldwell. “Her strong natural resource and interpretive background, experience building
coalitions, and innovative leadership approach are particularly relevant for Upper Delaware.
Heister began her National Park Service career as a biologist at Valley Forge National Historical Park in Pennsylvania. Since then she has served in a variety of natural resource management positions in parks and regions
throughout the country.
"I am excited to work with the staff of Upper Delaware
Scenic and Recreational River
and the Upper Delaware Council,” said Heister. “As a life-long
resident of Pennsylvania, I have
many fond memories of canoeing the Delaware River with my
family and jumping off the (now
gone) rope swing at the Narrowsburg Bridge. Working with
our partners in this unique park
setting is the key to protecting
one of our nation’s most pristine, undammed rivers and to
maintaining the 'outstandingly
5

remarkable values' for which it was designated under the
Wild and Scenic Rivers Act.”
She worked for a short time at Appomattox Court House.
In her next NPS post, she spent five years with the inventory and monitoring program working collaboratively
to design a long-term monitoring program for parks in
the Great Basin and Mojave Desert. In 2006, she returned to Valley Forge as the chief of natural resources,
where she led an interdisciplinary effort to develop a
highly controversial white-tailed deer management plan
and created a complex network of partnerships that integrated work with local non-profit organizations, youth
programs, volunteerism, the Teacher-Ranger-Teacher
program and the Parks for Every Classroom program. In
2009, Heister received the Trish Patterson Student Conservation Association Award for Natural Resource Management in a small park for the Northeast Region. In recognition of her efforts with the community, she received
the 2013 Coldwater Conservation Professional Award
from the State Council of Trout Unlimited. As the chief of
natural resources for the Northeast Region, she has led a
multidisciplinary team of subject matter experts to promote science-based management in parks and increased
park involvement in decision-making through establishment of advisory groups such as the Natural Resource
Advisory Committee.
Heister graduated in 1989 with a bachelor’s of science in
biology from Salisbury State University and received her
masters of science in wildlife and fisheries science in
1995 from The Pennsylvania State University. - See more
at:
http://www.pikecountycourier.com/apps/pbcs.dll/a
rticle?AID=/20140530/NEWS01/140539996/KrisHeister-is-new-Upper-Delawaresuperintendent#sthash.o6GxDNuF.dpuf
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rifying power grab," said Toomey, who appeared at an
event in Carlisle, Pa., with more than two dozen farmers
to criticize the regulation. "The EPA's new position seems
to be that a puddle from your garden hose will ultimately
end up in a navigable waterway, so the agency should
have dominion over that water, too." (AP 04/04/2014)
The Clean Water Act of 1972 (the original act) was to
protect the waters of the United States by regulating
point source pollution through application of National
Pollution Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permitting. It meant industrial, municipal, and other facilities
must obtain permits if their discharges go directly to surface waters. From the start there were issues when it
came to defining dangerous or illegal pollution and coverage of the streams that flow intermittently and the
wetlands adjacent to those streams that dry up during
the summer.

Healing Waters
Healing Waters Fly Fishing program to vets living outside
of the Coatesville VA so LOTS more volunteers will be
needed as this gets going. It is not necessary to be an
outstanding fly fisher, caster, or tyer to
help this program expand and continue its
success!
Be well and get outside!

Court Ruling Confusion
Two Supreme Court rulings added confusion—or weakened the act depending on your point of view. In 2001,
the Court held that the Army Corps of Engineers could
not require permits for waters based on their use as a
habitat by migratory birds. The Court ruling also included
language that seemed to assert that only wetlands with
a “significant nexus” to traditional navigable waterways
would be protected under the Clean Water Act. The
Court did not make clear the meaning of the term
“significant nexus.” In 2006, the Court was asked to determine whether a wetland needed to be adjacent to a
traditional navigable waterway in order to be protected,
wound up split, and reached no majority decision.
With these decisions, streams of intermittent flow and
adjacent wetlands have basically been left pretty much
unprotected by the law. Most farm runoff is non-point
source. I am not sure how “a puddle from your garden
hose” ends up in this debate… Citizens of Toledo, Ohio
might now wonder why farm runoff isn’t better regulated
so they were able to drink their tap water instead of
dealing with the current toxic algae bloom in Lake Erie
making it undrinkable. Right now my water comes from
my well but in my mind it is all connected even though
the connections may not be on the land surface to be
seen… which I suppose gives me one stand in common
as implied in the “ultimate power grab” statement.
Jim Clark let me know that Chuck Cutshall and the other
volunteers have hatched a plan to expand the Project
WWW.VALLEYFORGETU.ORG
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Environment
(Continued from page 3)

into effect. VFTU member Frank Donohoe is to be commended on his negotiation skills and his tenacity in
bringing these agreements together. I would also like to
personally thank Trout Unlimited VP, Bryan Moore for his
support in our efforts to get these agreements approved
by the national TU organization. He was instrumental in
aiding us in the pursuit of the agreements. Except for
the signatures and exhibits the two agreements are
done. Once the signature are affixed sometime in the
next month or so we will have a Covenant of Restrictions for the riparian area of Cedar Hollow Run west of
Church Road to the outlet from the cold water discharge
system that encompasses the 100 year flood plain and a
Perpetual Maintenance Agreement for the Cold Water
Discharge System. Both agreement are very important
to our Trout Unlimited mission – Protecting and Preserving.
Wilson Farm Park Rain Gardens
We are now nearly half way through the second growing
season for the Wilson Farm Park Rain Gardens. This
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Environment
(Continued from page 6)

Valley Creek Trustee Council grant funded project has
been a difficult project on too many fronts to discuss
here. Perhaps we should post our final report on our
website – of course I have to write that report before it
can be posted. In the spring we installed compost sock
dams on the down slope of each garden and had great
hopes of again getting the berms built. To my knowledge that still has not happened. John Dettrey and
Chuck Marshall have been attending to the gardens this
summer trying to draw in additional volunteers. Chuck
has been handling most of the deer repellant spraying
while John has taken on the weeding and mulching.
There have been other volunteers who have helped too.
I believe that Chuck Taney and Bill Bellew have helped
out – hopefully there were others who I may not be
aware of. Once I return in September I will again try to
get the berms installed and perhaps we can do some
infill planting.
Crabby Creek TreeVitalize Planting 2014
September 20th is the scheduled day for the Phase 1
Crabby Creek TreeVitalize planting. This planting of
trees in the riparian area of Crabby Creek Park will be to
fill-in some of the tree cover lost due to sewer work that
occurred in the park over the past two years. The grant
application and process was and is managed by Margot
Taylor for Green Valleys Watershed Association through
the Chester County Conservation District in the person of
Chotty Sprenkle which administers the TreeVitalize Program locally.
Please put the date Saturday, September 20th on your
calendar. We need all able bodied folks to come out and
help plant the trees and install deer protection. The
planting location is Crabby Creek Park, Walnut Lane,
Berwyn, Tredyffrin Township. Parking is along Walnut
Lane and Greene Road. Enter the Park at the end of

Walnut Lane, pass through the gate crossing the bridge
and bear right across the second bridge. Follow the access road north to planting area is about 300 yards
down the road. What to bring: gloves, shovels, mallet/
short handled sledge hammer, digging bars. Wear suitable footwear & clothes. Please be advised that there
are NO public restrooms at site. Rain or shine unless
thunder storms or heavy wind. Planting will begin at
8:30 and will end no later than 1:00 PM.
TreeVitalize Planning 2015
On July 31, 2014 Chuck Cutshall, Margot Taylor and
Chuck Marshall met to plan the 2015 planting scheme
for Phase 2 of the TreeVitalize tree planting in Crabby
Creek Park. Margot will again be managing the processes of grant application, planning, support and execution of the planting. The 2015 planting will augment the
planting to be done this year. It will pick up from where
this year’s planting ends and continue up to the park
entrance. We are hoping to replant some of the staging
and parking areas that will be restored by the sewer
contractor. This planting should greatly enhance the
entrance to Crabby Creek Park.
If you have never visited this park you are missing a real
natural treat. It is steeply sloped and heavily wooded
where several of the Crabby Creek tributaries come together. It has one of the largest areas of mountain laurel that I know of in southeastern Pennsylvania. And for
you bird watchers Margot saw two pileated woodpeckers
and got photos on this visit.
Other Grants
We finally received the Growing Greener grant contract
that VFTU was awarded for the installation of stormwater infiltration berms on Friendship Drive in Tredyffrin.
This was grant number two in a three grant deal. Grant
number one was the Schuylkill River Heritage grant
which funded a portion of the Hilltop Road Infiltration
BMP’s. The combination of these two grants still left us
short of the amount needed to build these related projects in the Crabby Creek sub-watershed. So, we applied to the Valley Creek Trustee Council for the additional funds needed and now have a total of
$157,000.00, enough to complete the partially designed
projects. The original designs go back to the William
Penn Grant funding when we were able to have preliminary designs done on four stormwater outfalls going di(Continued on page 9)
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El Cheapo

Who Ya Gonna Call?
If you see a spill or fish kill, call us…

(Continued from page 4)

the VA to do all the heavy lifting, and Chuck
has suggested a commitment of one or two
sessions a month.

Call any of your officers
or board members
(see the inside back cover of

The following is some correspondence from
Jay Breneman.
He can be reached at
jl49b@yahoo.com.

BANKNOTES)
Jim Clark

Illegal Fishing and Poaching or
Disturbance of a Waterway:
Notify the PA Fish and Boat Commission

Good Afternoon All,
This is an update from the meeting that the "regulars" had on
July 15th. It’s been decided that we will try to kick off the
start of the outpatient project the 3rd Monday of October.
This is October 20th at 6:00 PM to 8:00 PM. We are attempting to get the word out to the veterans and also volunteers
by various means.
We will be a separate group of volunteers from the in-patient
group. If you know anyone who may be interested in
volunteering at least one Monday a month for 2 hours
please let me know or Dave Riggio at djriggio@msn.com. Dave is my partner in this endeavor. Yes,
we will train and teach the volunteers to tie and also to cast
a fly rod.
Chuck Cutshall is in the process of writing a "Code of Ethics"
that the volunteers must follow. As soon as it is approved
and available this will be sent to you.
I would like to thank Andy Schaum and the fine folks at Paradise Farms Camps for their support of our in-patient program. Allowing us this past spring the use of their pond and
adjacent section of West Valley Creek, demonstrates to those
men and women who have given so much, that they have
greater support from the community at large than just a
bunch of crazy fly fishermen. Perhaps something similar can
be worked out for the out-patient program next spring.
Our pre-kickoff efforts are currently centered on gathering
(Continued on page 10)

Fish Kills or Illegal Dumping:
Notify the PA Fish and Boat Commission
and
PA Department of
Environmental Protection (DEP)

Water Quality and Pollution:
Notify the PA Department of
Environmental Protection (DEP)
***

Pennsylvania Department of
Environmental Protection
Emergencies should be reported immediately
by telephone to the Southeast Regional Office
at 484-250-5900
(24 hours a day, 7 days a week)

Pennsylvania Fish and Boat
Commission
Our local WCO, Bob Bonney, has requested
emergencies should be reported immediately
to him via his cell phone:
610-637-6398
and to the Southeast Region of the PA F&BC
(8:00 AM – 4:00 PM weekdays)
717-626-0228

Erosion and Sedimentation Issues:
Notify the Chester County
Conservation District
610-925-4920

Well and Septic Issues:
Notify the Chester County
Health Department
610-344-6225
WWW.VALLEYFORGETU.ORG
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OWENS LIVING WATERS
Our Turn Now

O

n a cool morning in mid-July, Karl Heine and I
were fishing Valley Creek at Church Road. The
trout ignored my flies, so I walked down to where Cedar Hollow Run comes into Valley Creek and took the
water temperature just above where it flows into the
Creek. I heard something had gone wrong with the
outflow pipe which brought cold water from Atwater
Quarry into the creek. Sure enough, the temperature
was 70 degrees, and it was only nine o’clock!
I sat down on the wooden walkbridge over Cedar Hollow Run. “This new stress on Valley’s trout on top of
two big sewer line breaks this year. Is there any
hope?” I wondered. Then I remembered Frank Donohoe’s presentation this spring to the Schuylkill Watershed Congress on the history of Cedar Hollow Run. In
1930 this beautifully wooded part of Valley Creek was
a ditch surrounded by eroding farmland. Mitsie Toland
seized new opportunities to preserve and restore the
creek, by starting the Open Lands Conservancy. The
green trees surrounding where I sat called out a message of hope: “We weren’t here 80 years ago, and look
at us now.”
A few days later I visited Mitsie in her retirement community, where she is recovering from a fall. We remembered together highlight events of our efforts to
preserve Valley Creek and its watershed. She reads
TROUT magazine and BANKNOTES, and likes to get
letters and cards (keep them coming). I thanked her
from all of us Trout Unlimited members for what she
had done to keep the stream alive and beautiful.
As I left I thought, “Though Mitsie can no
longer be active, she has given us a legacy of hope!” Valley Creek has new
problems. We must face them, and protect, preserve, and restore this gem of
nature. For it is our turn now!
Owen Owens

xxx

Environment
(Continued from page 7)

rectly to Crabby Creek. Our friends at Tredyffrin Township will be doing all of the approval of designs, bidding
and contracting for the two related projects.
This still leaves one partially designed project, “Dayleview
Road” from the William Penn days unbuilt. We will probably seek funding for that project in the 2015 Growing
Greener round.
Green Valleys Watershed Association (GVWA) has a Growing Greener grant that I have reported on before because
it is centered in the Valley Creek Watershed and involves
the reduction of stormwater. Our Frank Donohoe has
been working with GVWA and Liberty Properties to get
them together to retrofit some of Liberty Properties
stormwater basins to be more functional. This was one
component of the grant. I understand from Victoria
Laubach, Executive Director, GVWA that there was a very
good meeting recently with Liberty, GVWA and a design/build contractor. She seemed very encouraged that
things were moving ahead. Clay Emerson, PhD of Princeton Hydro besides giving his report of a retrospective look
(Continued on page 10)
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El Cheapo
(Continued from page 8)

materials and equipment to be used by the out-patients,
and of course, the gathering up of more volunteers.
Some of the core group from the in-patient volunteers
are beating the bushes in this effort, getting out the
word to members of other organizations that they belong to like Brandywine Trout and Conservation Club,
West Chester Fish, Game, and Wildlife Ass'n, and the
Dame Juliana League. Wherever these volunteers come
from, it must be remembered that this is about therapy,
and not the formation of another fishing club. That
said, I have scored a new volunteer that I met on the
stream while fishing!
More updates will follow as they become available.
Thanks,
Jay Breneman

Terry Peach

A Marblehead Flyfisher

Environment
(Continued from page 9)

at the basins in the watershed at the Watershed Congress on the Schuylkill has also provided a list of basins
that would probably be good for naturalization. GVWA
is working on that list to contact the owners hoping to
interest them in naturalizing the basins to improve their
function. Lastly, there were two basins that were township owned that were to get some minor modification
one at the site of the Tredyffrin Municipal Complex and
the other at East Whiteland’s Valley Creek
Park.

5716 Kennett Pike Suite D
Centerville, DE 19807
Phone: 302-654-6515
Mobile: 302-743-0966
Hours: Tue thru Fri 10AM-7PM
Fax: 302-654-6533
Sat 10AM-5PM
Email: AMHeadflyfisher@AOL.com
Website: www.amarbleheadflyfisher.com

That’s it for now – I do hope that I didn’t
miss anything.

Pete Goodman
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610-347-0155
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Robbi Freisem
1000 Caln Meeting House Rd.
Coatesville, PA 19320
610-466-0341
rfreisem@verizon.net
Past President
Pete Goodman
2194 Valley Hill Road
Malvern, PA 19355
610-827-7619
peteg@bee.net
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Membership Chairman
Ed Penry
202 Jacquline Drive
West Chester, PA 19382
610-692-6382
edward.penry@verizon.net
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Chuck Cutshall
257 Brookmead Road
Wayne, PA 19087
610-687-1354
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Valley Forge Trout Unlimited Membership Application
YES! Please begin my one-year membership in Trout Unlimited. I understand my dues payment entitles me to all regular membership benefits including a personal membership card and quarterly issues of Trout
magazine. VFTU members also receive our quarterly newsletter BANKNOTES.
Name

_______________________________________________

Address _______________________________________________
_______________________________________________

Please select membership category:










Stream Explorer
Senior
Regular
Family/Contributor
Sponsor
Conservator
Outfitters, Guides
Stewardship
*Life

$12
(18 and under)
$20
(62 and older)
$35
$50
$100
$250
$295
$500
$1200 (no further dues)

City

_______________________________________________

** Canadian members add $5, other countries add $20 per membership

State

________ Zip _____________

Phone

_________ - _________ - ______________________

Payment enclosed: $ ________________
Make checks payable to Trout Unlimited

*Email

_____________________________@ ________________

 VISA

*Trout Unlimited does not make email addresses available to outside
parties, for any reason, ever. By providing your email address you help
us reduce mailing and printing costs, which in turn helps the environment.


Enclosed is my employer’s matching contribution gift form. This is in addition to my membership application and payment.

Trout Unlimited is incorporated as a 501(C)3 non-profit,
educational, charitable organization, and all monetary and property
donations are tax deductible to the extent allowed by law.
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 MASTERCARD

 AMEX

 DISCOVER

Acct. Num:____________________________________________
Name on Card: _______________________________________
Exp Date: ______/________
Signature: ___________________________________________
To ensure correct New Member Rebate, the VFTU chapter number is: 290

Apply online at www.tu.org or cut out and mail to:

Trout Unlimited
P.O. Box 7400
Woolly Bugger, WV 25438

WWW.VALLEYFORGETU.ORG

Valley Forge Chapter of Trout Unlimited
PO Box 1356
West Chester, PA 19380
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VFTU GENERAL MEETINGS
NEW LOCATION!
East Whiteland Township Building
209 Conestoga Rd., Frazer, PA
On Rt 401 just south of Rt 202 ramps
General Meetings held the second
Thursday of each month 7:30 PM
September through May
NOTE: No General Meeting in March

September 11th
Lynda Farrell, Pipeline Coalition
Williams-Transco crossing of
Brandywine Creek
October 9th
John Johnson’s African Safari
November 13th
Pete Goodman and Joe Armstrong
New Zealand

West Chester, PA
Permit No. 74

