
W here to start? A transferee from 
the Donegal chapter, Robbi 

Freisem was left on VFTU's doorstep in the 
summer of 2000.  In a designer creel.  
With sterling silver hinges and fittings. 

Robbi hadn't attended too many meetings 
before being asked to become more active 
in our chapter, and active she became. 
She agreed to serve on the board of direc-
tors, and this led to a series of assign-
ments that ultimately led to her being 
elected to vice-president, internal affairs, 
in September 2011.  VFTU members can 
be roughly lumped into three categories.  
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Points of interest: 

� Congratulations to Robbi 
Freisem on taking home 
the Dusinberre Award 

� TROUT SHOW and the Fly 
Fishing School updates 

� Jerry Bullock shares some  
memories of his old home-
stead along Trout Run  

� Chuck Cutshall joins Dave 
Hughes for a day of fish-
ing on Valley Creek 

 
  

 

T he start of summer has been glori-
ous, much like the weather we ex-

perienced in May.  I hope everyone is 
enjoying the great weather we are ex-
periencing. 

Our TROUT SHOW was a tremendous 
success.  It was the highest grossing 
show in my memory.  There was such 
energy.  I wish I could put my finger on 
just what it was that made this TROUT 
SHOW so special.  I don’t know the rea-
son, but I do know that the shops and 
vendors who donated prizes, gift cards, 
equipment and gear made it quite an 
event.  See the box that lists these 
shops, look for their ads in this newslet-
ter and patronize them.  They do really 
good things for us.  We had an enor-
mous number of raffle items.  $1.00 

Bucket raffles with prizes over $50.00.  
At the special raffle table, a chance to 
win a $650.00 rod with a $5.00 ticket.  
The silent auction was my downfall – 
gorgeous art, fishing trips and that very 
special Hardy fly rod.  Dave Hughes was 
great introducing local fishing into his 
presentation.  Plus he was very gener-
ous in donating several prizes.  (See 
Chuck Cutshall’s article on Dave’s pres-
entation in this issue of BANKNOTES).  
The winner of the Helios rod (1st place, 
main raffle), Lou Parrotta wrote “I just 
wanted to drop you a quick note to tell 
you that the Orvis Helios is doing well.  
It’s got some strength to force a fly into 
the wind, but it can be finessed when 
needed.  It’s not getting on the water as 
much as it should, but it’s getting trout 

(Continued on page 2) 
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when it does.  Thanks again.”  It doesn’t get any better 
than that. 

Fly School Update 

Since I am so late with my article, the Fly Fishing 
School has already happened.  Where does the time 
go?  The school was not quite at capacity, but we had 
a great group of enthusiastic students, all adults this 
year.  They were matched with a great group of pas-
sionate instructor/members.  I say this every year, and 

I am saying it again this year.  It is, for me, the most 
fun event we do.  I just love the excitement of the day.  
This year was no exception.  New fly fishing folks get-
ting a handle on the sport that will serve them for a 
lifetime: give them challenges, opportunities and re-
wards found in few other endeavors.  Best of all is the 
camaraderie amongst all. 

It looks like we have added another Trout in the Class-
room project school to our growing list of program par-
ticipants.  The Tredyffrin/Easttown Middle School has 
been awarded a startup grant for their program.  Con-
gratulations.  We look forward to working with you and 
your Trout in the Classroom project. 

Stream Cleanups 

We held two cleanups on Valley Creek in April.  The 
first was accomplished on Sunday, April 15th by the 
Kids Leadership Academy.  They are a group of middle 
school children from the Phoenixville area under the 
capable leadership of Jolie Chylack.  The group meets 
once a month throughout the year to accomplish a 
community service project, have an educational com-
ponent and complete an art project.  The goal is to 
shape strong youth leadership through exploration of 
our community’s natural environment.  Their cleanup 
was quite successful with two large bags of trash and 
two tires – one very large.  We also had a great time 
learning about the stream, the surrounding environ-
ment and a brown water snake that happens to live 
there. 

The second Valley Creek cleanup occurred April 21st 
and was held in conjunction with Trout Unlimited’s na-
tional rivers cleanup, the Schuylkill Scrub and Tidy Up 
Tredyffrin.  The event was moderately attended, but 
even so an estimated 400 pounds of trash was re-
moved from several different areas along Valley Creek 
and its tributaries.  Due to the light participation some 
tires were left in place for the next cleanup. 

(Continued from page 1) 
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PREZ NOTES 
VFTU GENERAL MEETINGS 

Fairfield Inn—Lionville 
Just north of Exton on Rt. 100 
General Meetings are held the 

second Thursday of each month  
7:30 PM 

September through May 

VFTU NEWS UPDATE  
 

Jim Clark Causes International Incident 
 

Jim Clark, frequent contributor to BANKNOTES, ex-
traordinary fly tyer, fisherman and hunter recently 
became the center of an international incident.  

Back around the time of this year’s TROUT SHOW 
with Dave Hughes, I was fishing down in Argentina 
(it was good).  Typically when I fish out of the area, 
I will take along a small number of favorite flies, just 
in case I don’t like what the local guides show me.  
In addition to my AuSable Wullfs, I had some Jim 
Clark soft hackles, including the Black Spider.  This is 
one of those patterns described by Dame Juliana 
Berners about six-hundred years ago.  It still works.  
My guide, Alberto Cordero, on picking through my fly 
box liked what he saw, so we tried it, and started 
catching fish, some substantial.  By the end of the 
first day he was in love, and figured he needed a 
bunch of them.  I got in touch with Jim, got the 
email address and correspondence started.  Alberto 
sent a reply back to Jim which included the following 
statement, “I need those flies like a diabetic needs 
insulin”.  After some further back and forth a deal 
was struck, and Jim tied eight dozen, sizes 12 
through 18.  As postal delivery was viewed as being 
simply unworkable, the flies were sent to an angler 
who was scheduled to fish with Alberto several 
weeks later.  This angler would transport the flies 
personally to Alberto. 

Jim doesn’t accept money for his tying efforts.  A 
contribution of $100 was made to VFTU for the Black 
Spiders, and everyone lived happily ever after. 

Joe Armstrong 
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T here are a lot of items to update, so I will try to 
be brief and explicit.  Yeah right! 

Crabby Creek:  The Chester County Conservation Dis-
trict is making application for a grant to the Valley 
Creek Trustee Council for funds to cover an extensive 
Crabby Creek restoration/stabilization project.  This 
comes following several meetings with the Valley Creek 
Restoration Partnership and the Trustee Council.  Tre-
dyffrin Township was asked to participate in the resto-
ration/stabilization project due to the sanitary sewer 
work occurring in the area, but the township declined.  
The preparation for the sanitary sewer line work contin-
ues.  Permits are applied for and easements requested.  
The process initiated by Tredyffrin Township is moving 
slower than they were hoping.  Construction probably 
won’t occur until late winter 2012/2013. 

Concerning Valley Creek, today I spoke with Scott Can-
non, Tredyffrin Township’s Public Works Director, who 
informed me that the sewer line repair is complete and 
that the restoration of the work zone area should be 
finished in a couple of days.  By the time you are read-
ing this, the full length of Valley Creek should be open 
in the park.  Kudos to Scott for managing a difficult 
project in a professional manner to yield a good conclu-
sion. 

Going Underground 

While talking about underground pipelines, Williams/
Transco, the gas pipeline people, have re-applied to PA 

DEP for a permit to Dry 
Cut the East Branch of 
Brandywine Creek and 
two crossings of 
Ludwig’s Run.  Dry Cut 
is a method of crossing 
a water body by re-
moving the water and 
then excavating and 
laying the pipe.  In the 
Brandywine they would 
use a coffer dam sys-
tem twice to accom-
plish the crossing, once 
from each side and on 

Ludwig’s Run they are proposing to pump the stream 
around the construction zones.  In 2009, they were 
granted permission to install the pipeline section in 
question by Horizontal Directional Drilling or other ap-
proved method but not Dry Cut.  They have now come 
back to PA DEP and asked them again to approve the 
same method that was previously denied.  The applica-
tion does have some environmental enhancements 
such as reducing the work space footprint and addi-
tional remote upstream mitigation, but it is still a Dry 
Cut of a living waterway.  We will be asking for all of 
your help in calling for a public hearing on this applica-
tion to get all of the pertinent information on the table 
so an informed decision can be made on granting or 
denying this permit. 

Jumping from one DEP permit application to another – 
the PA Turnpike has recently submitted a large amount 
of additional information on the widening project from 
the Valley Forge Interchange to the massive construc-
tion of the slip ramps at Route 29.  I have yet to see 
the information, but I have heard that it is voluminous.  
I am sighing deeply, and my shoulders are slumping 
just at the thought of going through another round of 
this project’s plans.  I hope to be into them by week’s 
end. 

Easement Update 

The Atwater Development (the old Warner Quarry site) 
has occupied some of our time.  We are seeking an 
easement on the riparian corridor of Cedar Hollow Run, 
which is the discharge from the Atwater Lake.  The 
easement would protect the Run from degradation from 
its discharge point from the lake to Church Road.  Also, 
we are working on the inclusion of perpetual mainte-
nance for the cold water discharge system in the ease-
ment agreement.  We are discussing terms of the 
agreement with Trammell Crow and their lawyers.  
Trammell Crow has asked our opinion on a heat ex-
change unit, which will be installed at the bottom of 
Atwater Lake to serve the air conditioning system of 
the new Endo Pharmaceuticals Headquarters building 
currently being constructed.  Luckily, we have a heat 
exchange expert on our board and have provided com-
ments which basically state that after a review of the 
technical information (without calculations), it would 

(Continued on page 6) 

Projects, Progress and Happenings in the Valley Creek Watershed 

Valley Forge  
Trout Unlimited 

T he Valley Forge Chapter of 
Trout Unlimited is dedicated 

to preserving, protecting, and  
restoring trout habitat throughout 
Chester County, Pennsylvania. 

Its 780 members and affiliates are 
engaged in the fight to preserve 
our precious coldwater resources.  
All similarly inclined persons are 
invited to join. Refer to the  
membership application form 
found in the back of this issue of  
BANKNOTES. 

ENVIRONMENTAL UPDATE 
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BACKWATERS 

Jerry Bullock was a founding member of VFTU back in 1976.  
Before I joined the chapter in 1979, Jerry had become so 
disgusted with the abuse of the Trout Run and Valley Creek 
watersheds, and the toll that these abuses heaped on his 
home streams, that he pulled up stakes and moved to 
Idaho. 

Last June Jerry came back for a visit and was taken on a 
tour of his old haunts by several chapter members and old 
friends.  In the aftermath of his visit, he sent Owen Owens 
a packet of recollections of his early years on these 
streams.  Owen distributed copies of these to several of us, 
and it was collectively decided that they are so interesting 
that excerpts should form the basis of a series of BANK-
NOTES articles.   

The following is the first installment of this series in which 
Jerry discusses the origins of the trout of his home waters 
and his early experiences in their pursuit.  As someone who 
also grew up with a trout stream in his yard, I get every 
word of this.  For the rest of you poor unfortunates, you will 
get that young Jerry Bullock was one lucky kid. 

Jim Clark 

 

Trout Run and Valley Creek 

I  can’t tell you what a pleasure it was to visit and 
tour Valley Creek. To have the creek left in the 

hands of a group of men and woman as dedicated, 
knowledgeable and loving of that stream is such a re-
assuring feeling to have from such a long distance in 
Idaho. 

To see the VFTU projects and their effects show the 
dedication and energy exerted by the chapter.  I have 
been thinking about all I saw and heard and some 
memories and ideas came bubbling up.  Now, I cer-
tainly have no role or right to present a bunch of ideas 
for your chapter to adopt nor should they be viewed 
as alternatives to ongoing work. My hope is that these 
ramblings may be, at least, entertaining if not useful.   

Recollections and Ramblings 

Trout Run, we called it “Run” - not “Creek”, was truly 
my #1 home water, with Valley Creek being #1.a.  I 
grew up with Trout Run flowing through my front 
yard.  Our old home, the original house was built 
about 1760, was located at the Trenton Cut-Off Rail-

road tunnel on Contention Lane. There is a small 
springhouse which was part of the original building 
remaining there today.  This is just south of the Ches-
ter Valley Sportsman Association (CSVA) Trout Nurs-
ery.  The water source for the springhouse is now bur-
ied in a concrete vault under the Pennsylvania Rail-
road when the Trenton Cut-Off was constructed about 
1900.  The spring was the only source of water for our 
house until it was torn down and we moved in about 
1958.  

General Howe and his men camped in the field just 
north of my homestead.  British officers spent a night 
in our house and the General spent a night in the 
Teegarden house which still stands today on the north 
side of Old State Road. General Howe was on his way 
to Philadelphia and comfort while Washington was on 
his path to Valley Forge.  I know the hearth stones in 
the old original house saw Red Coat boots in front of 
the fireplace where I used to play and I often thought 
about how exciting that was.  Also, the west wall of 
the springhouse was made of horse hair mortar.  
Those springhouse walls have also seen and heard 
Red Coats when they came to draw water. Why this 
historic house was not preserved, especially with the 
British army connection, is beyond me.   

Fishing Trout Run 

There was a group of men, my father’s friends, who 
also held Trout Run as their #1 home water.  I’d see 
my dad and his friends take off to fish when I was a 
little shaver, maybe 4 or 5 years old.  They would re-
turn late at night and dump from their grass-lined 
creels the beautiful golden browns with the red spots.  
The sight and smell of the fish and the tales regaling 
their catching indelibly etched in my mind a fascina-
tion for fish and fishing.  I must have been about that 
same age when I began to search for those trout in 
the pools of Trout Run where it passed through our 
front yard. I’d lie on the foot bridge, hanging my head 
over it, and stare down into the darker waters search-
ing for fish.  I often could see the peeking claw of a 
crayfish protruding from beneath a rock.  Minnows so 
small I could almost see through them.  I soon learned 

(Continued on page 8) 

Stream Reminiscences 
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O ur featured speaker at this year’s annual Trout 
Show was Dave Hughes. Dave’s topic was 

“Nymph Fishing Simplified” which is based on the sim-
ple formula: the right fly + the right rig + the proper 
presentation = lots of trout in your net. 

How do you determine the right fly?  Well, I was very 
fortunate to have the opportunity to spend some time 
fishing with Dave on Valley Creek.  Before we tied a fly 
on to our lines, Dave turned over a few rocks and sub-
merged pieces of wood.  To my surprise, we identified 
a green caddis larva, a small stone fly nymph along 
with several blue winged olive nymphs and some adult 
crane flies.  If you discover numerous types of 
nymphs, the Hare’s Ear or Pheasant Tail would be a 
good choice as these ties will be a reasonable facsimile 
of several bug species. 

Dave started off with a small green caddis larva imita-
tion, and he soon had a couple strikes from what 
seemed to be small fish.  After about twenty minutes, 
we started seeing rising fish and our nymphs were re-
fused by the actively feeding trout.  Dave made the 
switch to a CDC dry fly and he was quickly rewarded 
with several fish.  Dave included several slides from 
our outing in his evening presentation. 

Dave’s show included a fascinating look at Tenkara 
fishing (more on this later) and other highly effective 
fly fishing techniques. 

Determining the right rig 
is somewhat dependent 
on stream size and wa-
ter depth.  A key aspect 
of nymphing is having 
an adequate amount of 
weight to get your fly 
close to the bottom.  As 
you move about a 
stream, it’s important to 
add and subtract weight 
as needed.   When us-
ing two nymphs, Dave 
recommends having no-
ticeably different flies 
such as a spiky Hare’s 
Ear with a streamlined 
Zebra Midge as a drop-
per. 

TROUT SHOW UPDATE 
Dave Hughes Fishes Valley Creek 

The Duzzie 
First, and most numerous, are the "dues paying" mem-
bers whose involvement begins and ends at remaining on 
membership rolls and occasionally buying raffle tickets or 
making another donation. Then there are those who have 
one favorite annual activity in which they participate. We 
need and appreciate both types of members. 

Then there is that special cadre who routinely show up for 
every chapter event.  Be it the TROUT SHOW, Fly Fishing 
School, chapter meetings, board meetings, you name it, if 
there is a table to be manned (or womanned) they are 
always there.  Robbi is a member of this elite group.  Not 
only does she make it to all "official" chapter functions 
herself, she makes sure that lack of transportation doesn't 
keep others from participating.  In the realm of 
"unofficial," Robbi was extensively involved in the "Trout 
Tales" project, and she nominated this book and our 
chapter website for PATU awards this past fall.  

Carl Dusinberre would be very pleased to see Robbi win 
his namesake award.  In fact, I'm betting that his reply 
would be, "What in hell took you guys so long?" Con-
gratulations, little sister, you deserve this. 

Jim Clark 
 

(Continued from page 1) 

Proper presentation can include the Borger shotgun 
tactic by methodically casting your fly to cover an area 
of stream (think of imaginary grid lines) from bank to 
bank.  Fish can often be in shallow water and it’s good 
to remember to cast to those areas before wading 
through.   Be sure to manage slack and drag in your 
fly line to make your fly drift in a lifelike manner.   
Nymphs can be effective when dead drifted, twitched, 
lifted or swung downstream and across.   If you are 
not getting results with one method don’t be afraid to 
try something different. 

Dave also spent a few minutes discussing Tenkara fly 
fishing which he described as a telescopic rod (typically 

(Continued on page 7) 
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seem that this system would not degrade the water tem-
perature to an unacceptable level; however, further simi-
lar uses could have a detrimental impact on the ecosys-
tem that is driven by the cold water discharge to Cedar 
Hollow Run.  Trammell Crow has also asked us to con-
sider a trail through the easement that we have with Sie-
mens.  There are covenants against such use in the cur-
rent easement document. 

Tree Planting 

Vice President Chuck Cutshall has been spearheading a 
tree planting effort in Wilson Farm Park in Tredyffrin 
Township, which should, over time, help with the amount 
of stormwater being discharged to the Wilson Road tribu-
tary of Valley Creek.  The project looks like it has ap-
proval to go ahead with planting this fall.  The planting 
will be a volunteer effort, and we will need your support 
to get a significant number of trees in the ground.  There 
will be more information to come as details emerge. 

The Chapter is moving ahead with its grant from the Val-
ley Creek Trustee Council to install two rain gardens in 
Wilson Farm Park.  This project has languished a bit, and 
I will try to push it forward.  There is a significant volun-
teer commitment with these gardens too. 

Nest Boxes 

At the Fly Fishing School John Johnson (long time VFTU 
board member) was proudly showing off a very nice arti-
cle about John and his efforts to get children in elemen-
tary school to help him build bluebird houses.  Both 
VFTU and West Chester Fish Game and Wildlife Associa-
tion donated $50 for materials and John provided all the 
labor and love as well as technical know-how.  He had 
the kids build the houses and populate the East Bradford 
Township’s open space with John’s bluebird houses.  
John’s houses work.  Just ask my daughter.  She won 

one in a raffle at the TROUT SHOW, and it has a bluebird 
family in it right now. 

Lastly, I had a really great day on Friday, May 11th.  I 
had just returned from a very successful fishing trip the 
evening before.  I met an energetic group of AmeriCorps 
volunteers at Valley Forge National Historical Park at 
8:00 a.m., and I took them first to a basin in the Spring 
Mill Farms development in East Whiteland Township.  
This basin is a large 1980s era stormwater basin with 
mowed berms and bottom.  I gave the group a quick 
sound bite about stormwater and impervious surfaces 
and said that the next basin looked a lot like this one did 
six years ago.  We then went to the detention basin at 
Sidley and Thayer roads in the same development.  Just 
driving up to it you notice the difference.  The trees are 
maturing in the basin.  They extend more than half of 
their height above the basin berm.  We had another little 
education session to let them know what was done and 
why to retro fit this basin.  Then we went to work remov-
ing the many invasive plants.  The conditions were per-
fect.  It had rained recently enough to allow the plants to 
be pulled and yield a significant amount of root.  The day 
was pleasant temperature wise, so we didn’t over heat.  
There were four 30 gallon bags of garlic mustard, ten 30 
gallon bags of Canadian thistle, plus the cut-
ting of numerous multiflora rose and tree of 
heaven.  It was a full day’s work and it was 
done well.  We received a hearty thank you 
from the Township. 

 
 

(Continued from page 3) 

 

Environment 

Pete Goodman 

20122012  
Chester County Conservation Camp 

July 8thto 14th 

hosted by   

French Creek State Park 
The camp is open to boys and girls ages 11 to 14 
(6th, 7th, 8th grade.)  Tuition of $225 covers all ex-
penses for a week.  Scholarships are available.   

For more information contact: 
Camp Director:  Margaret Van Gilder  

phone: 610-209-9410 
email:  van1@snip.net 



 

 7                                                                                SUMMER 2012                                          WWW.VALLEYFORGETU.ORG 

 

The June Picnic will be held on Friday the 22nd.  It will 
again be in partnership with West Chester Fish Game 
and Wildlife Association.  The location is the Trout Nurs-
ery on Ravine Road near Valley Creek Road, site of the 
Fly Fishing School (Paradise Farm Camp).  Festivities 
start at 6:30 PM.  For further information and/or direc-
tions contact Neil Johnson or John Johnson (contact info. 
on inside back cover). 

Keepers Update 

The Keeper of the Stream program continues to be hung 
up due to the lack of land owner permissions for various 
beats.  We do now have the two principal townships’ 
permission to cross their land.  I have developed a list of 
needed permissions for each assigned beat.  I will be 
getting those out to the beat volunteers and asking for 
their assistance in obtaining the permissions.  That 
should be happening this week. 

We are working as well as we can to fill Orvis’ request for 
instructors for their Fly Fishing 101 and Fly Fishing 201 
programs.  So far we have done quite well filling the re-
quested positions and assisting with the fly casting in-
struction.  These programs encompass every weekend 
day from May 5th through July 1st.  Although we have 
good coverage, we could still use some help on selected 
days.  It is a matter of a couple of hours to help some-
one learn to cast a fly rod.  You need not be an expert; 
you just need to be able to help people learn the basics.  
And why am I asking for you to help?  - Because, each 
person who goes through either of the programs gets a 
free trial membership in Trout Unlimited.  That is a good 
reason.  Plus we get to meet some really nice new mem-
bers.  If you can help out, please give Jim Ferrier a call 
at 610-436-4232. 

Have a great summer everyone.  Here is hoping it brings 
enough rain and isn’t too hot to overheat our streams.  
Best regards for tight lines with strong fish. 

*** 

PLEASE SUPPORT THESE TROUT SHOW SUPPORTERS AND 
LOOK FOR THEIR ADVERTISEMENT IN BANKNOTES. 

French Creek Outfitters, Phoenixville, PA 

L.L. Bean, Freeport, ME 

Sporting Gentleman, Media, PA 

Umpqua, Louisville, CO 

Gordons Sporting Goods, Uwchland, PA 

Dave Hughes, CO 

TCO, Bryn Mawr, PA 

Stackpole Books, Mechanicsburg, PA 

Downingtown Bicycle Shop, 
Downingtown, PA 

A Marblehead Flyfisher, Wilmington, DE 

Charles N. Griffen, O.D., F.A.A.O., 
Malvern, PA 

Buck Electric Service, West Chester, PA 

Charles L. Cutshall, CFP, Wayne, PA 

Cabela’s, Hamburg, PA 

Orvis, Downingtown, PA 

Orvis, Plymouth Meeting, PA 

 

(Continued from page 2) 

Prez Notes 

Dave Hughes 
about 11’ long when extended), a furled leader (also 
about 11’ in length), and no reel. The Tenkara method 
of fly fishing was established in Japan and is now find-
ing interest with anglers in the US.  This method of fly 
fishing is best suited for small streams and can add a 
whole new dimension to our fly fishing experience. 

Chuck Cutshall 

(Continued from page 5) 
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to move with extreme slowness as quick movements only 
yielded little puffs of bottom debris hanging in the water 
column where the fleeting trout had been before my 
shadow drove them into a deeper lie. But when I was 
careful and lucky I would see a trout or two slowly fin-
ning in the current.  In the shadows of the footbridge I 
learned that when the angle of the sun was just right I 
could peek down through the cracks in the bridge planks 
without exposing my position or movements.  I would 
always tiptoe on those boards or the vibrations would 
send them fleeing for cover. 

Observing Trout 

The red fins with white front edges told me these were 
brook trout. Closer observation showed the olive green 
back with the squirming worm-like black markings and 
orange side panels fading to a white underbelly.  The eye 
was bright and sometimes I could see its angle change 
as it searched up and down for food and enemies.  From 
these early encounters and many others I learned that if 
one was to see these creatures and later catch them, a 
labyrinth of cautious, careful and silent behavior was re-
quired.  Slow movement, shadow control, observing my 
quarry—I was 5 or 6 years old when I began to learn 
this. 

Seeing the beauty and the alertness within these crea-
tures mesmerized me forever. The finding and learning 
was self-taught, self-discovered.  No one told me, “come 

look at this…”  I discovered it myself and, as a result, I 
think it sank deeper and more indelibly into my being.  

Standing on the banks and bridges of Valley Creek during 
last year’s visit, bridges and banks where I stood over 50 
years ago, watching fish that mesmerized a child of six 
still has the same hold on me and my 70 year-old body.  
I still feel the thrills of a wildlife suspended below me in 
the current.  As Jose’ Ortega y Gasset wrote in 1942 in 
his wonderful volume, Meditations on Hunting, hunting is 
the act of “reducing beauty to possession.” I believe fish-
ing is likewise the same. In fishing we can, if we choose, 
release that beauty and that life from our possession to 
possess it another day. 

Jerry Bullock 

 

(Continued from page 4) 

Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS) Action Plan:  

Didymo 

“Didymo” is a microscopic diatom alga also collo-
quially known as ‘rock snot’. The Pennsylvania Fish 
and Boat Commission recently issued this action 
plan to combat this invasive species.  Didymo al-
ready resides in Pennsylvania border waters. 
Therefore management of the species needs to 
focus on containing or eliminating the existing 
populations to prevent their spreading to additional 
waterways.   

For more information on this Aquatic Invasive Spe-
cies, refer to the link:  

http://fishandboat.com/ais/ais-action-
didymo.pdf  

For instructions on how to clean your gear please 
refer to the link: 

http://www.mddep.gouv.qc.ca/biodiversite/
eae/cleaning.pdf 

Late Breaking  News 
 

A  few weeks back member Bill Diana contacted Presi-
dent Pete to let him know he met some fishermen 

on Valley Creek along Chesterbrook and in his words, 
“These guys shouldn't be on this planet.” One was out to 
"catch a bunch of trout for dinner" and had one already 
on a stringer. Bill pointed out to that Valley Creek is catch 
and release and all trout must be immediately returned to 
the stream.  This individual questioned "where are the 
signs?" 

After some lively exchanges between Bill, Pete, Rich Hen-
rich and WCO Bob Bonney, new signage is now in place 
on this section of the stream. Just another example of 
how a dedicated group of “Keepers of the Stream” can 
make a difference. 

Tom Prusak 

Backwaters 
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Who Ya Gonna Call? 
 

If you see a spill or fish kill, call us… 
Call any of your officers  

or board members  
(see the inside back cover of 

BANKNOTES) 
 

Illegal Fishing and Poaching or  
Disturbance of a Waterway: 

Notify the PA Fish and Boat Commission 
 

Fish Kills or Illegal Dumping: 
Notify the PA Fish and Boat Commission  

and 
PA Department of  

Environmental Protection (DEP) 
 

Water Quality and Pollution: 
Notify the PA Department of  

Environmental Protection (DEP) 
 

*** 

Pennsylvania Department of 
Environmental Protection 

 

Emergencies should be reported immediately  
by telephone to the Southeast Regional Office  

at 484-250-5900  
(24 hours a day, 7 days a week) 

 

Pennsylvania Fish and Boat  
Commission 

 
 

Our local WCO, Bob Bonney, has requested 
emergencies should be reported immediately  

to him via his cell phone: 
610-637-6398 

and to the Southeast Region of the PA F&BC 
(8:00 AM – 4:00 PM weekdays) 

717-626-0228 

Erosion and Sedimentation Issues: 
Notify the Chester County 

Conservation District 
610-925-4920 

 

Well and Septic Issues: 
Notify the Chester County 

Health Department 
610-344-6225  

  

IMAGINEIMAGINE  
Trout Fly Fishing 

from November to May in 
San Martin de los Andes 

in 
Northern Patagonia 

Argentina 
The streams and lakes offer many opportunities. 

Make ALVAGAR CABIN 
your home base Bed & Breakfast 

Fly Fishing Packages available 
Tailored to your needs 

For more information visit 
www.alvagarcabin.com 

Contact in the USA: 
Daniel & Ana Maria Beninati 

610-269-9527 
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Valley Creek Workdays 
Yes we have monthly workdays! 

When? 
Saturdays following our general  meetings 

 

Where? 
Details provided at our general meetings  
or contact either Rod Horton or our Prez 

 

Why? 
We are committed to protecting and 

preserving Valley Creek.  It’s also a great  way 
to meet your fellow chapter members. 

 

Want to Help?  Please Contact 
Pete @ 610-827-7619  
Rod @ 610-666-6167  
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Valley Forge Trout Unlimited Membership Application 
 

OFFICERS 
President 
Pete Goodman 
2194 Valley Hill Road 
Malvern, PA  19355 
610-827-7619 
peteg@bee.net 
Vice President, Internal Affairs 
Robbi Freisem 
1000 Caln Meeting House Rd. 
Coatesville, PA  19320 
610-466-0341 
rFreisem1@comcast.net  
Vice President, External Affairs 
Chuck Cutshall 
257 Brookmead Road 
Wayne, PA  19087 
610-687-1354 
chucksfootball@yahoo.com 
Secretary 
John Dettrey 
113 Woodland Drive 
Coatesville, PA 19320 
610-220-9147  
jdet@comcast.net 
Treasurer 
Frank Donohoe 
17 Amy Lane 
Malvern, PA  19355 
610-993-9831 
fsdonohoe@verizon.net 

Environmental Chairman 

Rich Bauer 
102 Manor Drive 
Kennett Square, PA  19348 
610-347-0155 
bludun@erols.com 

Membership Chairman 
Jim Ferrier 
204 Jacqueline Drive 
West Chester, PA  19382 
610-436-4232 
 

BOARD MEMBERS 
 

Joe Armstrong 
450 Lucky Hill Road 
West Chester, PA  19380 
610-696-1930  
Fred Gender 
449 Lucky Hill Road 
West Chester, PA  19382 
570-704-8764 
afgender@verizon.net 
Karl Heine 
152 Weedon Court 
West Chester, PA  19380 
610-363-7238 
Rod Horton 
1037 Shearwater Drive 
Audubon, PA  19403 
610-666-6167 
horton_rl@verizon.net 
 

John Johnson 
1085 Harmony Hill Road 
Downingtown, PA  19335 
610-873-9062 

Neil Johnson 
525 Rock Raymond Road 
Downingtown, PA 19335 
610-269-7526 
neil.w.johnson@comcast.net 
Bob Jones 
1323 Spellman Drive 
Downingtown, PA  19335 
610-466-0108 
robertwjones@verizon.net 
Jim Leonard 
1778 Lenape-Unionville Road 
West Chester, PA  19382 
610-793-1706 
jamesmleonard@hotmail.com 
Dave Macaleer 
21 Arrowpoint Drive 
Glenmoore, PA  19343 
610-942-4254 
davenlynda@chesco.com 
Owen Owens 
1403 Carroll Brown Way 
West Chester, PA  19382 
610-399-1294 
IreneOwen@comcast.net 
Andy Pancoast 
912 Deer Road 
Bryn Mawr, PA 19010 
610-496-3959  

awpancoast@hotmail.com 

Editor 
Tom Prusak 
37 Christiana Pike 
Christiana, PA  17509 
610-593-2365 
tprusak@progeny.net 
Assistant Editor 
Heather Goodman 

Advertising Manager 
OPEN 

Layout & Graphics 

Tom Prusak 

Artist & Cartoonist 

Todd Henderson 

TU Websites 

www.tu.org 
www.valleyforgetu.org 

Change of address: 

� TU members log on 
www.tu.org to complete 
address change 

� All others, send changes of  
address to: 

VFTU 
PO Box 1356 
West Chester, PA 19380 

VFTU Officers & Board of Directors 
BANKNOTES 

YES!  Please begin my one-year membership in Trout Unlimited. I 
understand my dues payment entitles me to all regular membership 
benefits including a personal membership card and quarterly issues 
of Trout magazine.  VFTU members also receive our quarterly news-
letter BANKNOTES. 

Name  _______________________________________________ 

Address  _______________________________________________ 

  _______________________________________________ 

City        _______________________________________________ 

State  ________   Zip   _____________ 

Phone  _________  -   _________  -  ______________________ 

*Email  _____________________________@ ________________ 

*Trout Unlimited does not make email addresses available to out-
side parties, for any reason, ever.  By providing your email address 
you help us reduce mailing and printing costs, which in turn helps 
the environment.  
 

�  Enclosed is my employer’s matching contribution gift form.  This is 
in addition to my membership application and payment. 

Trout Unlimited is incorporated as a 501(C)3 non-profit, 
educational, charitable organization, and all monetary and property 
donations are tax deductible to the extent allowed by law.   

Please select membership category: 

�  Stream Explorer $12     (18 and under) 
�  Senior  $20     (62 and older) 
�  Regular  $35 
�  Family/Contributor $50 
�  Sponsor  $100 
�  Conservator  $250 
�  Outfitters, Guides $295 
�  Stewardship  $500 
�  *Life   $1200 (no further dues) 
** Canadian members add $5, other countries add $20 per membership 

Payment enclosed: $ ________________  
Make checks payable to Trout Unlimited 

� VISA    � MASTERCARD    � AMEX    � DISCOVER 

Acct. Num:____________________________________________ 
Name on Card: _______________________________________ 
Exp Date: ______/________ 
Signature:   ___________________________________________ 

To ensure correct New Member Rebate, the VFTU chapter number 
is: 

        Apply online at 
www.tu.org or cut out 
and mail to: 
 

290 
Trout Unlimited 
P.O. Box 7400 
Woolly Bugger, WV 25438 



Valley Forge Chapter of Trout Unlimited 
PO Box 1356 
West Chester, PA  19380 

VFTU MEETING SCHEDULE 
  

   

June 22nd 
VFTU Night on the PondVFTU Night on the PondVFTU Night on the Pond   

Paradise Farms CampParadise Farms CampParadise Farms Camp   
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