
W hat took VFTU so l ong any-
way?  It is hard enough to an-

swer that question from her 
husband, Fred Gender (1994), 
her former boss, Brian Lambert 
(1993), her neighbor, Joe Arm-
strong (1992) and her supreme 
supporter, Carl Dusinberre  
(1999)—Dusinberre Award 
winners all—but when the 
General started asking, we 
knew we had to get on point. 

Kris Heister gets this award because 
she epitomizes what the award stands 

for. For many years, she has marched 
to the General’s orders to protect, pre-

serve and   restore Valley 
Creek.  Initially, as an under-
study to the best; Ralph 
Heister and Brian Lambert.  
Then Kris went and married 
Fred, a guy from TU who has 
Valley Creek running in his 
veins (they met a t a TU 
meeting.) As one of the first 
volunteers  with the “Keepers 
of the Stream”, she always 
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BBANKNOTEANKNOTESS  

Points of interest: 0 

  Robbi provides a TROUT 
SHOW  update...and a  
Veteran’s Program update 

  Bob Ballantyne’s update on 
lake trout introduction into 
Yellowstone Lake 

  Chester County Conservation 
Camp– July 14-20 

  The “Night on the Pond”  
picnic and fishing is June 11th 

 
  

 

W ow! So many things have hap-
pened in the last few months!  

The TROUT SHOW in March was a 
success. Somewhere around here is 
the report on the revenue from the 
Show but rather than trying to find it 
the summary is the income was about 
the same as last yea r. The board 
briefly discussed pu tting together a 
survey to determine if a Saturday af-
ternoon should be tried or a banquet 
for something completely different.  
In the mean time we are open to sug-
gestions and new ideas.  Just send an 
email. Thank you for coming to the 
show.  We hope that you enjoyed it. 

VFTU has signed a Memorandum of 
Agreement with Project Healing Wa-

ters Fly Fishing. Chuck Cutshall and 
Fred Gender met with the recreation  
director at the Coatesville VA, have 
held one i ntroductory meeting with 
volunteers and have another sched-
uled to happen before this newsletter 
is mailed. Chuck has m et or spoken 
with VA personnel other than at 
Coatesville.  This is planned to be-
come a large and l ong-term program 
so if you have not yet volunteered no 
worries, there will be future opportu-
nities for participation. If you are in-
terested now and ha ve not spoken 
with and received a volunteer pack-
age from Chuck, please contact him. 

(Continued on page 2) 
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The general meetings are over until September but 
we have a fun gathering left before everyone begins 
family vacations and summer barbeques. Pl ease 
bring wives, husbands, children, significant others 
and meet at the trout nursery on Tuesday June 11, 6 
PM for the VFTU picnic.  The club will provide ham-
burgers, hotdogs, rolls and sodas. Please bring a dish 
that will serve 6 to 8 people; salads, desserts, cook-
ies, beer. John Dettrey has volunteered to coordi-
nate; call him to help. Set-up will start before 6 PM  
and there will be catch and release fishing on the 
pond. 

New Advertising Manager  

Member Chris Burns has volunteered to take the po-
sition of Advertising Manager for BANK-
NOTES.  Pete has tried not to over-
whelm him with information.  Thanks to 
Chris for taking this one and becoming 
involved! 

The Earth Day Celebration at Wilson 
Farm Park included tree planting and 
Clean-Up Tredyffrin” but minus much of 
“a turn out from VFTU.  As part of Val-
ley Creek Restoration Partnership we 
need to provide a better turn out ( and 
that includes me.) 

I ran into Rob Kafes at the TR OUT 
SHOW.  Rob has been a VFTU member 
for longer than I know.  Rob has set up 
a Facebook page for VFTU.  If you are 
on Facebook, please remember to “like” 
us.  Additionally, when you are involved 
as a T U member or fishing on of the streams we 
have worked on, you can post photos and updates. 

Member Matt Seymour noted as he has been attend-
ing meetings, that the VFTU board members who 

have hair (mostly white/gray hair) attend.  Matt has 
a background and expertise from a career with Proc-
tor and Gamble that he has offered to use working 
with the VFTU board on succession plannin g. The 
board acknowledged this ne ed long ago but it is a 

difficult project to pursue so Matt will 
interview us and provide direction.  

Outgoing Treasurer 

Frank Donohoe advised the board that 
he will be resigning his  long-term posi-
tion as Treasure effective with the elec-
tion of officers in S eptember.  T hank 
you Frank for organizing the accounting 
practices of VFTU in the manner defined 
by TU National!  Frank has reported to 
the board on a monthly basis and dealt 
with the tax preparer every year.  He 
insists the position does  not require an 
accountant though it does need some-
one who is  organized and works well  
with numbers. 

Please let Pete or me know if you are 
interested in finding out more about the Treasurer’s 
position. 

The Fly Fishing School just happened; this was a 
large school!  Thanks go to John Dettrey for planning 
and communicating far in advance with the ins truc-
tors and guides—he and everyone iinvolved set us 
up for a terrific school. 

Orvis 101 and 201 star ted, VFTU volunteers ar e as-
sisting again.  Membership Chair Jim Ferrier has the 

(Continued from page 1) 
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VFTU GENERAL MEETINGS 
Fairfield Inn—Lionville 

Just north of Exton on Rt. 100 
General Meetings are held the 

second Thursday of each month  
7:30 PM 

September through May 
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A s we head from Spring into Summer there is lots 
to report. 

Road work seems to d ominate the Valley Cr eek wa-
tershed.  The Route 202 expansion is churning away.  
When I saw the plans a couple of years ago I s urely 
didn’t comprehend the magnitude of the project.  It  
really is a huge expansion of the roadway wi th an in-
credible addition of impervio us surface.  But at least 
with this expansion comes some level of stormwater 
management. According to the PennDOT US 202 Sec-
tion 300 website we will be bearing with the construc-
tion until mid 2014. Time will tell how this project im-
pacts Valley Creek. 

Ongoing Projects 

The PA Tu rnpike Widening Project, Milepost 320 
through 326 is still alive.  I was advised this week that 
PA DEP is expecting a submission within two weeks 
on this impactful project.  It will be very interesting 
how the Turnpike engineers have responded to the 
DEP’s 12 page deficiency letter that was dated August 
8, 2012.  We are aware that some discussions have 
been held between the PTC an d DEP but have not 
been privy to the substance of those discussions.  The 
beat goes on. 

The Le Boutillier Road Bridge is under reconstruction 
and the Church Road Bridge over Valley Creek 
(Tredyffrin Twp.) is due for replacement sometime in 

the not too distant 
future.  Meetings on 
right of way takings 
and temporary con-
struction easements 
are being held for 
the Church Road re-
placement.  We have 
some questions for 
DEP on the Church 
Road Bridge. 

While on the topic of 
construction, Jeff 
Bush and I took a 
little spin through 
the Crabby Cr eek 

area yesterday and viewed the results of the work 
being performed in Crabby Creek Park for the sanitary 
sewer relining and replacement project.  Although the 
work appears to have been performed and re-graded 
in an appropriate manner a large number of the trees 
that we installed have been destroyed by the work.  It 
feels as though we are seeing more loses than gains 
in the Valley Creek watershed when it comes to trees 
which are one of real keystones to a healthy ecosys-
tem and imperative for our local stream health. 

Rain Gardens Are Cool! 

Valley Creek Trustee Council’ s grant for tw o rain gar-
dens in Wilson Farm Park is coming to fruition.  After 
various fits, stops and starts we finally are on the last 
leg of getting two demonstration rain gard ens in-
stalled in Tredyffrin’s Wilson Farm Park.  They will be 
located off to the far left as you enter the park from 
Lee Road.  Soil testing was performed last w eek and 
we should have final Engineering drawings by the end 
of next week.  The planting plans are final and the 
plant material vendor is being surveyed for availability 
of material.  I exp ect to build these rain g ardens at 
the end of May or the begin ning of June.  These are 
demonstration gardens that will be planted predomi -
nantly in grasses and flowers to minimize mainte-
nance.  We will need to provide maintenance however 
for two years.  I am l ooking to get some volunteer 
help with planting the gardens as well as with the rain 
garden maintenance which will require watering and 
weeding – the most critical is the watering. 

(Continued on page 5) 

Projects, Progress and Happenings in the Valley Creek Watershed 

Valley Forge  
Trout Unlimited 

T he Valley Forge Chapter of 
Trout Unlimited is dedicated 

to preserving, protect ing, and  
restoring trout habitat throughout 
Chester County, Pennsylvania. 

Its 800+ members and aff iliates 
are engaged in the fight to  pre-
serve our pre cious coldwater re-
sources.  All similarly inclined per-
sons are invite d to join. Ref er to 
the membership application form 
found in the  back of this issue of  
BANKNOTES. 

ENVIRONMENTAL UPDATE 

VFTU “Night on the Pond” 
Tuesday June 11th 

Paradise Farms Camp 
Downingtown, PA 

*** 
Food—Soft Drinks—Raffles 
We will be set up at the trout nursery 

6 PM until past dark... 
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NEWS AND VIEWS 
Editor’s Note:  A  few months back I received a note 
from Bob Ballantyne—a well known local trout habitat 
expert. He was concerned that during his presentation 
on the serious issue of lake trout impacts on the native 
cutthroat trout population in Yellowstone Lake, he 
wanted to provide follow-up on an “urban l egend” 
which has been making the rounds as to how this non-
native species was introduced to the lake. As many o f 
our members and friends ex plore the Yellowstone wa-
ters at this time of year, I fel t it was a good t ime to 
include Bob’s comments in BANKNOTES.  Read on…. 

*** 

T o members of conservation organizations who 
hosted my PowerPoint program on “Fisheries Bi-

ology and Species Preservation in Yellowstone National 
Park:”  The following is an update on one issue pre-
sented in the program that I hope you will share with 
your membership. 

One of the issues discussed was  
the dramatic decline i n Yellow-
stone cutthroat trout populations 
in Yellowstone Lake as a result of 
the introduction of n on-native 
lake trout in some m anner to 
those waters. 

How Did We Get Here? 

The National Park Service believes 
that these lake trout were moved in a live well by an 
angler or anglers from Lewis Lake to Yellowstone Lake 
in the 1980s. Early in the 2 0th century lake trout had 
been stocked in Lewis and Shoshone Lakes which are 
west of the continental divide and in an area of the 
national park where trout never existed in pre-colonial 
times. 

Some, including myself, were interested in an alterna-
tive hypothesis that revolved around the phenomenon 
of “natural stocking.” Fish species are believed to be 
moved between waterways in th e form of eggs at -
tached to the bodies of waterfowl, especially wading 
birds. Some studies suggest that the eggs may actually 
attach to snails and th e snails attach to the wading 
birds. 

As you may recall, I noted in my  presentation that I 
had suggested this al ternate hypothesis to a fisheries 

biologist in the park and received the reply, “I nev er 
heard of such a thing.” 

While that reply still has an element of surprise in my 
mind, the following is offered in the interest of accu-
racy. 

I recently came across an old study that occurred back 
around the time the lake trout were first discovered in 
Yellowstone Lake. I had not seen it before, but I con-
tinue to try to keep up with these issues. 

A Study and a Few Clues 

The study occurred in the late 1990s and involved the 
removal of a tiny structure called the “otolith”  fr om 
lake trout captured and killed in Yellowstone Lake. This 
is a small calcified structur e from the balanced organ 
of animals. While the main mineral in this ti ny struc-
ture is calcium, other minerals from the water in which 
the fish grows collect i n the otolith as it enlarges with 

the fish’s growth. The ratio of 
these substances to the  calcium 
content is controlled by the miner-
als in the water of the fish’s origin. 

This study s howed that the water 
in which the captured fish matured 
had produced in their otoliths the 
chemical signature also found in 
the lake trout of Lewis Lake. Such 
then is the strong case for the ori-

gin of the Yellowstone Lake lake trout being Lewis 
Lake. 

Although it was not mentioned in the study, it is obvi-
ous to me that for that chemical signature to arise in 
those trout they had to spend  a considerable part of 
their lives in Lewis Lake and where therefore moved to 
Yellowstone Lake as adults. That rules out the hy-
pothesis of “natural stocking.”  Als o, it was also re-
ported by a member of the au dience that a story is 
making the rounds that the transfer was actually done 
by a disgruntled park service employee. I am inquiring 
about that idea which I had not heard of in the past. 

Please bring this to the attention of your membership. 

Bob Ballantyne 

Yellowstone Cutthroat Trout 
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Wilson Farm Park Earth Day was held with a fair 
amount of advertizing on Saturday, April 20th.  It was a 
bright sunny, cool and windy day which seemed to 
hold down attendance and reduced our ability to dis-
play our educational information and advertize who we 
are.  Even so, there was a Girl Scout troop who was 
very entertained by the displays of the Great Valley 
Nature Center and they also di d a stream clean up 
along Wilson Run.  Open Land Conservancy did some 
extensive vine cutting in the treed perimeter of the 
park.  St udents from Cabrini Coll ege and Professor 
David Dunbar were led on an educational interactive 
tour that in cluded instruction on the maintenance of 
the tree planting that Cabrini assisted with back in the 
fall.  Margot Taylor of Green Valleys Watershed Asso-
ciation led these Cabrini  activities which culminated in 
the planting of a symbolic tree in the Veteran’s area in 
the park.  Thank you to Tredyffrin resident Bill Bellew  
for his many hours of work coordinating the event. 

Unsettling News in Tredyffrin 

I fielded a very distr essing phone call toni ght from 
VFTU Vice President and Tredyffrin EAC member Chuck 
Cutshall.  Chuck was fit to be tied after coming out of a 
meeting with the Tredyffrin Pa rks & Recreation Board.  
He attended that meeting with Margot Taylor to see 
where they would plant the 250 trees that Margot had 

procured through a 
Green Valleys grant ap-
plication to the Tree Vi-
tialize program.  The 
Park Board shut th em 
down.  Wilson Farm 
Park had enough trees; 
they didn’t want any 
more trees.  A park is  
open space not trees.  
They don’t have an ero-
sion problem – they 
say.  I would beg to dif-
fer.  Where we go from 
here is going to be in-
teresting. 

Your board has b een 
approached twice t o 

approve $1,000.00 for maintenance and weeding of 
the Conestoga High School Bio Swale which was origi-
nally funded through the Growing Greener program.  
Both times the request has been conditionally denied.  
The most recent second refusal was not a flat “no” but 
rather a get some more information on what we are 
funding and we will tal k about it.  So, I went and vis-
ited the site, I spoke with the contractor and Chuck 
Marshall who has admi nistered the grant.  What I 
found was …  well I am not sure.  I am  still in the in-
vestigation phase.  This isn’t nearly as simpl e as I 
thought – nothing ever is.  There will be more on this 
later. 

Miller Preserve Plantings 

On Sunday, May 5th a glorious, sunny, pleasantly tem-
peratured day – a perfect day for planting, the Miller 
Preserve along Valley C reek was planted.  About 290 
hardwood tree seedlings and container trees were 
planted in the small Open Land Conservancy preserve 
along Valley Creek.  T he planting was accomplished 
through the efforts of 29 volunteers from Open Land 
Conservancy, Green Va lleys Watershed Association, 
Valley Forge Trout Unlimited and Girl Scout Troops 
416, 41044, & 4416.  The plant material was provided 
by a grant through Green Valleys Association from Tree 
Vitalize and supplied by Octoraro Native Plant Nursery.  
Only two things diminished that great day… 1) I could 
only be there for 1 ½ hours due to prior commitments 
in the city and 2) the fact that Valley Forg e Trout 
Unlimited with all of our 800+ members could only 
muster 3 volunteers to assist in the planting. 

Habitat Management 

A visit from Karl Lutz, Stream Section Chief, Division of 
Habitat Management Section, PA Fish and Boat Com-
mission on April 24th provided some interesti ng per-
spectives on areas downstre am of Bradfor d Road on 
Valley Creek all the w ay down and into V alley Forge 
National Historical Park.  Karl who came with one of his 
young coworkers was invited by Owen Owens to have 
a look at this particular stream section with the idea of 
placing some stream structures that would increase the 
habitat for the trout and macroinvertebrates that live 
there and i ncrease awareness of the Ch esterbrook 
community.  In Valley Forge National Historical Park 

(Continued from page 3) 

(Continued on page 7) 

Environment 
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understood  that everything, the flora, the fau na and 
the creek are interrelated.  As Natural Resources Man-
ager at Vall ey Forge National Historic Park, s he as-
sured that the deer population was brought under con-
trol so that we can hope to see restored wild nati ve 
flowers, shrubs and trees, which will help control storm 
water runoff volume and water quality.  She knew that 
working only in Vall ey Forge NH Park would not get 
her the stream health she desired, so she partnered 
with VFTU, Open Land Conservancy, Green Valleys As-
sociation and others to protect and enhance Valley 
Creek beyond the borders of the Park.  She partnered 
with Tredyffrin Township to protect the regional sewer 
line that passes through the Park.  Through her  devel-
opment of an Eagle Scout Project, the stream revet-

ment designed by the Delaware Riverkeeper Network 
still functions well after five years.  The Crayfish Corps 
continues to remove thousands of invasive rusty cray-
fish from Valley Creek in the P ark, reducing the up-
stream threat.  Kris br ought back the Keeper  of th e 
Stream with renewed energy and more organization – 
a full partnership with VFNHP and VFTU. 

Kris has moved on to more r egional duties, but her 
heart remains in the Gr eat Valley.  The General  whis-
pered to m e that Kris will be re-joining the board of 
Open Land Conservancy.  Wh en you fall in lov e over 
Valley Creek, you are hooked for a very long time.   

Have we got it right yet, General?  I think so.  Thank 
you, Kris, for being among us. 

Pete Goodman 

(Continued from page 1) 

Dusinberre Award 

Brown Trout in Pennsylvania 

The first brown trout (Salmo trutta) arrived in North America in 
1883 with the shipment of 80,000 eggs that ar rived at Cold 
Spring Harbor on Long Isla nd New York, some of th ese eggs 
were then sent to  Caledonia New York, the rest were sent to 
the US fish Commission. These eg gs along with subseq uent 
shipments of eggs became the brood stock from whic h many 
wild populations in North America have been established. 

The first brown trout to come to Pennsylvania arrived in 1886 
and were soon stocked i n hundreds of streams that f ormerly 
had native populations of brook trout (Salvelinus fontinalis). 
Brown trout quickly filled the niche  in streams where brook 
trout had been extirpated or where numbers were reduced by 
logging, farming, dams, or industrial discharges. 

By 1900 nearly all of the primeval forests were logged at least 
once causing warming and siltation of trout stream s many 
times all the way into the headwaters. Where brook trout were-
n’t completely eliminated they have coexisted with brown trout 
for over 1 00 years. The r esulting fisheries give P ennsylvania 
some of the most varied and most ch allenging trout fishing 
anywhere. Generally brown trout prefer warmer water tempera-
tures than brook trout, allowing browns to establish populations 
in a somewhat warmer envi ronment. In particular brown trout 
do well in our limestone streams even though brook trout 
evolved there. Because brown trout are more aggressive in es-
tablishing territories and feeding lies they always grow larger 
and move brook trout to the less preferred lies when to 2 spe-
cies live in the same streams. For this reason brown trout for 
many anglers have become the preferred quarry. 

Brown trout can be described as having red and black spots on 
a light background with some of  the red spots having a blue 

halo. The back is al ways darker tha n the body ranging from 
olive brown, brown, or even black o n silvery specim ens. The 
underside of brown trout ranges from buttery yellow to white. 
The fins are yellow to orange with a dark edge on the ventral 
and anal fin is present o n many individuals, especially dark 
specimens. The adipose fin varies from orange to red on wi ld 
fish, but is usually dark o n hatchery fish. The ca udal fin is 
square. The difference of appearance between brown trout and 
brook trout is best described as, brown trout have dark spot on 
a light background, brook trout have light spots on a dark back-
ground, this is especially important now with the institution of 
the Brook Tr out Enhancement Program by the P ennsylvania 
Fish and Boat Commission, this regulation allows the harvest of 
brown trout, but not brook trout. 

In Pennsylvania we call stream bred brown tro ut wild and 
stream bred brook trout native. The differenc e is tha t brown 
trout are a species introduced from Europe and broo k trout 
were present to all the drainages in Pennsylvania prior to Euro-
pean immigration. In Pennsylvania brook trout were commonly 
targeted by early colonists as a su pplement to diets and for 
sporting challenge even in Philadelphia’s Schuylkill River. 

The Current status of brown trout in Pennsylvania has them as 
close to Phil adelphia as Valley Forge National Park. Stocked 
brown trout may be found in Pennypack Creek and Wissahickon 
Creek in Philadelphia. Brown Trout are even found in the 
Schuylkill River in Philadelphia in angler surveys compiled by  
the Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission. Brown trout pro-
vide a challenging fishery for anglers all over Pennsylvania es-
pecially in streams that ca n no longer support brook trout be-
cause of either water quality issues or temperature issues. 
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there is a s ection of stream bank that has been se-
verely eroded and is getting pretty close to the sewer 
line – the same sewer line that broke in March of 
2012.  We have made the Park aware of the issue. 

We have also discussed wit h Valley Forge National 
Historical Park the exposed sewer structure now 
nearly in the stream channel in front of Washington’s 
Headquarters.  It is our understanding that the Park 
Superintendant will send a letter to 
Tredyffrin expressing concern over 
this issue. 

VFTU Easements 

The Chapter has for a considerabl e 
time been speaking with National 
Trout Unlimited regarding our hold-
ing of easements and how to man-
age our land concerns since TU pu t 
out a policy that forbids TU, its coun-
cils and chapter from holding eas e-
ments.  On the 11th and 12th of April 
we hosted Bryan Moore, Vice Presi-
dent for Volunteer Operations & Wa-
tershed Programs  and Paul Doscher, 
Grassroots Trustee to discuss how 
we could continue to pr otect land and land rel ated is-
sues and not violate the National policy.  We also 
needed to hear what the concerns of National were so 
that we understood the reason for the policy. The 
meetings were very beneficial and enlightening. Of 
major concern to us was the obtaining of an easement 
or some agreement with Trammell Crow for the per-
petual maintenance on the cold water discharge from 
Atwater Lake that feeds Cedar Hollow Run.  We found 
that we can accomplish this  using a “covenant of re-
strictions” agreement that will not violate the National  
policy. We are pursuing that currently with Trammell 
Crow.  As for the existing easements we were offered 
two methods of managing those that would satisfy the 
policy but we need to further res earch if we can ac-
complish these and at what cost. 

Got Mussels?   

I attended a program on fresh water mussels this past 
week which was very interesting.  The Partnership for 
the Delaware Estuary is establishing a network of vol-

unteer monitors to survey the streams and rivers in 
the Delaware watershed to s ee where mussels still 
exist and w here they do not.  Fr esh water m ussels 
have been found in French Creek and Manatwney 
Creek.  I don’t know about Valley or West Valley?  It 
would seem that there were once 13 species of fresh 
water mussels in the Delaware drainage most of which 
are no longer present.  They like trout are an indicator 
of water quality and since th ey are filter feeders poor 

water quality can kill them.  Here are 
just a couple of quick facts that I 
found interesting.  They are not very 
much like the salt w ater mussel we 
eat – as a matter of fact they don’t 
taste good and were used by Native 
Americans as food only in tim es of 
severe food shortages .  They are 
long lived; saltwater mussels live on 
average 3 years; freshwater mussels 
can live 80 – 100 years!  Fresh water 
mussels as and animal species is the 
most endangered species in the US 
followed by crayfish.  A fish is re -
quired as a host in the mussel’s life-
cycle and these hosts can be very 
specific to a specific mussel type – 

one uses A lewife as hosts only another uses only 
brook trout.  These mussels range in size from 2 to 6 
inches long.  Fascinating. 

I haven’t nearly been out fishing the number of times 
I wanted to be or promised myself I would but when I 
have been out I have found many fish (catching them 
is always an issue as Valley taught me again yester-
day).  I have heard reports from all over and everyone 
is saying there are lots of fish around in all of the local 
streams.  Fish on! 

*** 

A simple act of caring can go a long way.  On Sunday 
May 5, twenty seven volunteers showed how t hey 
cared for the natural environment and water resources 
by planting 200 trees on the Mill er Preserve in Mal-
vern, PA.  Members of Girl S cout Troops 416, 41044, 
& 4416 joined members of the Open Lands Conser-

(Continued from page 5) 

(Continued on page 8) 
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volunteer list for helping with casting instruction.  Orvis 
is funding a one-year membership to Trout Unlimited 
for participants who take the classes and complete the 
postcard for membership.  This is great because it can 
add to our chapter membership list.  Please thank Jim 
for working with Do wningtown Orvis store again this  
year. 

East Branch Brandywine Crossing Work 

Williams–Transco crossing of the East Branch Brandy-
wine upstream of Downingtown is to begin in May. If  
you happen to fishing or otherwise in the area please 
use your camera to photograph whatever you find in-
teresting from the constructi on; that is done well or  
done poorly.  If we are lucky there won’t be any sig-
nificant storm events while this is underway. 

Frank Donohoe, Pete, Joe Armstrong, John Johnson 
and I had an interesting meeting on 11 April with Paul  
Doscher, National TU Council member and Bryan 
Moore, National TU VP of Volunteer Operations at Lou 
Colagreco’s law office about easements that VFTU has 
been negotiating or holds.  Pete will provide the impor-
tant parts of that m eeting later in this issue of BANK-
NOTES.  I also got to spend a little time fishing which is 
of course better than work. 

Enjoy the weather, go fishing and find a 
way to make the Earth greener. 

Be well, Robbi 

(Continued from page 2) 
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vancy, Valley Forge Trout Unlimited, and Green Valleys 
Watershed Association on a sunny Sunday afternoon.  
The group worked tirel essly and efficiently for 3-5 
hours, totaling 87.5 hours, installing 11 vari eties of 
native trees. A wire or  plastic shelter was put around 
each new tr ee to minimize the impact from browsing 
wildlife.  Native trees are vi tal for stream health.  At 
the preserve, trees were planted to replenish the ripar-
ian buffer al ong the Valley Creek w hich runs th rough 
the preserve.  Riparian buffers provide critical shade 
needed to cool stream temperatures just right for the 
native aquatic species that live in the water. Trees can 
absorb and direct stor mwater back into th e ground 
replenishing critical ground water supplies while reduc-
ing the rate of stormwater runoff. Planting trees along 
the Valley Creek is a good thing for the long-term  
health of the creek. 

If you have the time, come see what 
we have accomplished.  The Miller Pre-
serve is located on Church Road a half-
mile north of Sw edesford Road.  T he 
preserve is owned and managed by 
the Open Lands Conservancy.  A heart-
felt thank you for all  our vol unteers 
who made this planting a success! 

(Continued from page 7) 

Robbi Freisem 

20132013  
Chester County Conservation Camp 

July 14th to 20th 

hosted by   

Paradise Farm Camps 
The camp is open to boys and girls ages 11 to 14 
(6th, 7th, 8th grade.)  Tuition of $200 covers all ex-
penses for a week.  Scholarships are available.   

For more information contact: 
Camp Director:  Margaret Van Gilder  

phone: 610-209-9410 

email:  margaretvg@verizon.net 

Environment 

Pete Goodman 
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Who Ya Gonna Call? 
 

If you see a spill or fish kill, call us… 
Call any of your officers  

or board members  
(see the inside back cover of 

BANKNOTES) 
 

Illegal Fishing and Poaching or  
Disturbance of a Waterway: 

Notify the PA Fish and Boat Commission 
 

Fish Kills or Illegal Dumping: 
Notify the PA Fish and Boat Commission  

and 
PA Department of  

Environmental Protection (DEP) 
 

Water Quality and Pollution: 
Notify the PA Department of  

Environmental Protection (DEP) 
 

*** 

Pennsylvania Department of 
Environmental Protection 

 

Emergencies should be reported immediately  
by telephone to the Southeast Regional Office  

at 484-250-5900  
(24 hours a day, 7 days a week) 

 

Pennsylvania Fish and Boat  
Commission 

 
 

Our local WCO, Bob Bonney, has requested 
emergencies should be reported immediately  

to him via his cell phone: 
610-637-6398 

and to the Southeast Region of the PA F&BC 
(8:00 AM – 4:00 PM weekdays) 

717-626-0228 

Erosion and Sedimentation Issues: 
Notify the Chester County 

Conservation District 
610-925-4920 

 

Well and Septic Issues: 
Notify the Chester County 

Health Department 
610-344-6225  

  

IMAGINEIMAGINE  
Trout Fly Fishing 

from November to May in 
San Martin de los Andes 

in 
Northern Patagonia 

Argentina 
The streams and lakes offer many opportunities. 

Make ALVAGAR CABIN 
your home base Bed & Breakfast 

Fly Fishing Packages available 
Tailored to your needs 

For more information visit 
www.alvagarcabin.com 

Contact in the USA: 
Daniel & Ana Maria Beninati 

610-269-9527 
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Valley Creek Workdays 
Yes we have monthly workdays! 

When? 
Saturdays following our general  meetings 

 

Where? 
Details provided at our general meetings or 
contact either Rod Horton or Pete Goodman 

 

Why? 
We are committed to protecting and 

preserving Valley Creek.  It’s also a great  way 
to meet your fellow chapter members. 

 

Want to Help?  Please Contact 
Pete @ 610-827-7619  
Rod @ 610-666-6167  



 11                                                                                SUMMER 2013                                          WWW.VALLEYFORGETU.ORG 

 

OFFICERS 
President 
Robbi Freisem 
1000 Caln Meeting House Rd. 
Coatesville, PA  19320 
610-466-0341 
rfreisem@verizon.net 

Past President 
Pete Goodman 
2194 Valley Hill Road 
Malvern, PA  19355 
610-827-7619 
peteg@bee.net 

Vice President, Internal Affairs 
Karl Heine 
152 Weedon Court 
West Chester, PA  19380 
610-363-7238 
flyfishingkarl@verizon.net  
Vice President, External Affairs 
Chuck Cutshall 
257 Brookmead Road 
Wayne, PA  19087 
610-687-1354 
chucksfootball@yahoo.com 

Secretary 
John Dettrey 
113 Woodland Drive 
Coatesville, PA 19320 
610-220-9147  
jdet@comcast.net 

Treasurer 
Frank Donohoe 
17 Amy Lane 
Malvern, PA  19355 
610-993-9831 
fsdonohoe@verizon.net 

 

Environmental Chairman 

Rich Bauer 
102 Manor Drive 
Kennett Square, PA  19348 
610-347-0155 
bludun@erols.com 

Membership Chairman 
Jim Ferrier 
204 Jacqueline Drive 
West Chester, PA  19382 
610-436-4232 
 
BOARD MEMBERS 
 

Joe Armstrong 
450 Lucky Hill Road 
West Chester, PA  19380 
610-696-1930  

Jeff Bush 

622 Malvern Road 
Ardmore, PA  19003 
856-448-1925 
woodcanoe185@me.com  
Fred Gender 
449 Lucky Hill Road 
West Chester, PA  19382 
570-704-8764 
afgender@verizon.net 

Rod Horton 
1037 Shearwater Drive 
Audubon, PA  19403 
610-666-6167 
horton_rl@verizon.net 

John Johnson 
1085 Harmony Hill Road 
Downingtown, PA  19335 
610-873-9062 

 

 

Neil Johnson 
525 Rock Raymond Road 
Downingtown, PA 19335 
610-269-7526 
neil.w.johnson@comcast.net 

Jim Leonard 
1778 Lenape-Unionville Road 
West Chester, PA  19382 
610-793-1706 
jamesmleonard@hotmail.com 

Dave Macaleer 
21 Arrowpoint Drive 
Glenmoore, PA  19343 
610-942-4254 
davenlynda@chesco.com 

Owen Owens 
257 Kendal Drive 
Kennett Square, PA  19348  
484-770-8529  
IreneOwen@comcast.net 
Andy Pancoast 
912 Deer Road 
Bryn Mawr, PA 19010 
610-496-3959  
awpancoast@hotmail.com 

Ed Penry 
202 Jacquline Drive 
West Chester, PA  19382 
610-692-6382 
edward.penry@gte.net  
Jeff Turner 
64 Eagleview Road 
Norristown, PA  19403 
610-662-6344 
jeffgees@comcast.net  
 
 

 

Editor 
Tom Prusak 
37 Christiana Pike 
Christiana, PA  17509 
610-593-2365 
flyfishtomp@gmail.com 

Assistant Editor 
Heather Goodman 

Layout & Graphics 

Tom Prusak 

Advertising Manager 
Chris Burns  
610-235-7299 
cmb0389@zoominternet.net 

Artist & Cartoonist 

Todd Henderson 

TU Websites 

www.tu.org 
www.valleyforgetu.org 

Change of address: 

� TU members log on www.tu.org 
to complete 
address change 

� All others, send changes of  
address to: 

VFTU 
PO Box 1356 
West Chester, PA 19380 

VFTU Officers & Board of Directors 

YES!  Please begin my one-year membership in Trout Unlimited. I un-
derstand my dues payment entitles me to all regular membership bene-
fits including a personal membership card and quarterly issues of Trout 
magazine.  VFTU members also receive our quarterly newsletter BANK-
NOTES. 

Name  _______________________________________________ 

Address  _______________________________________________ 

  _______________________________________________ 

City        _______________________________________________ 

State  ________   Zip   _____________ 

Phone  _________  -   _________  -  ______________________ 

*Email  _____________________________@ ________________ 

*Trout Unlimited does not make email addresses available to outside 
parties, for any reason, ever.  By providing your email address you help 
us reduce mailing and printing costs, which in turn helps the environ-
ment.  
 

�  Enclosed is my employer’s matching contribution gift form.  This is in addi-
tion to my membership application and payment. 

Trout Unlimited is incorporated as a 501(C)3 non-profit, 
educational, charitable organization, and all monetary and property 
donations are tax deductible to the extent allowed by law.   

Please select membership category: 

�  Stream Explorer $12     (18 and under) 
�  Senior  $20     (62 and older) 
�  Regular  $35 
�  Family/Contributor $50 
�  Sponsor  $100 
�  Conservator  $250 
�  Outfitters, Guides $295 
�  Stewardship  $500 
�  *Life   $1200 (no further dues) 
** Canadian members add $5, other countries add $20 per membership 

Payment enclosed: $ ________________  
Make checks payable to Trout Unlimited 

� VISA    � MASTERCARD    � AMEX    � DISCOVER 

Acct. Num:____________________________________________ 
Name on Card: _______________________________________ 
Exp Date: ______/________ 
Signature:   ___________________________________________ 

To ensure correct New Member Rebate, the VFTU chapter number is: 

Apply online at www.tu.org or cut out and mail to: 

290 

Trout Unlimited 
P.O. Box 7400 
Woolly Bugger, WV 25438 

Valley Forge Trout Unlimited Membership Application 

BANKNOTES 



Valley Forge Chapter of Trout Unlimited 
PO Box 1356 
West Chester, PA  19380 

VFTU MEETING SCHEDULE 
  

   

June 11th 

“Night on the Pond”“Night on the Pond”“Night on the Pond”   
Paradise Farms CampParadise Farms CampParadise Farms Camp   

6 PM until…..6 PM until…..6 PM until…..   
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