
A bout thirty years ago the chap-
ter decided to not hold meet-

ings during the three months of sum-
mer.  Although we did hold a couple 
of fishing outings in place of chapter 
meetings, folk's vacation schedules 
caused such low turnouts that we 
decided to forego any summer activi-
ties. 

Fast forward to 2013, and you will 
notice that something new and excit-
ing is happening.  On the evenings of 
the first and third Wednesday each 
month, VFTU volunteers appear on 

the campus of the Coatesville VA 
Medical Center (CVAMC) to partici-
pate in our new partnership with Pro-
ject Healing Waters Fly Fishing 
(PHWFF).  This project uses volun-
teers from groups like ours to teach 
fly fishing and tying to wounded mili-
tary veterans. 

A Few Concerns 

When we first started kicking this 
around in the winter of 2012, the re-
sponse was mostly positive and en-
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Points of interest: 

    Monthly General meetings, 
including election of  
officers, start up again on 
September 12th 

   Grant updates and more in 
Environmental Update 

   Insightful Veteran’s  
Program update from  
Jim Clark 

   Important news on the  
current status of Didymo  

 
  

 

H appy/sad end of Summer! I re-
cently returned from a fishing 

trip in Alaska that took me about 75 
miles south of the Arctic Circle around 
Iditarod mile mark 697. I so totally 
enjoyed being off-the-grid, I decided 
not to boot my computer until I had 
been back a full week. The trip re-
minded me how much fun it is to ac-
tually CATCH fish.  The first dolly had 
the pectoral fins of a brook trout even 
though the rest of her was silver.  My 
summary: salmon are ego [catches]; 
grayling is pure joy.  Their dorsal fin 
looks like it belongs on a butterfly. 

The first General meeting of the year 
on September 12th is Election of 
Board Members.  Most officers and 

board members have agreed to con-
tinue in their current position.  Jim 
Ferrier is stepping down as Member-
ship Chair leaving a glaring vacancy 
needing to be filled.  Frank Donohoe 
has resigned a Treasurer and is inter-
ested in staying on the board actively 
working with Pete (Goodman) and 
Rich Bauer, Environmental Chair.  As 
previously announced, Chris Burns 
has agreed to take the treasurer and 
advertising manager responsibilities 
with Frank helping introduce him to 
and assist in transition of “the details” 
of the treasury.   

Neil Johnson has also resigned from 
the board leaving the need for some 

(Continued on page 2) 
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individuals to learn about Trout in the Classroom 
(TIC) and act as a contact to answer questions and 
assist (infrequently) with the teachers initiating or 
renewing their school’s program.  This could be a 
great way to be involved in your child’s or grand-
child’s development as a budding environmentalist.  
Existing programs where it is desirable to have a 
VFTU contact for are:  Valley Forge Middle School, 
Radnor Middle School, Montgomery School, Avon 
Charter, and Tredyferrin/Easttown Middle School.  
This liaison position could be as much or little time 
commitment as you would like. Nominations 
(including of oneself) will be taken from the floor at 
the opening of the meeting or call me in advance at 
610-662-9333.  

We will continue to meet at the Fairfield Inn, inter-
section of routes 100 and 113 on the second Thurs-
day of each month from September through May 
with a picnic in June.  The meeting will start at 7:30 
pm.  I hope that you plan on attending. 

PA Council Raffle 

To raise funds for support TIC programs, Pennsyl-
vania Council of Trout Unlimited (PA TU) is once 
again holding its annual education and outreach raf-
fle.  TU youth programs reach thousands of students 
across PA providing education in coldwater conserva-
tion principles. The raffle will help to offset recently 
lost funding for youth programs with all proceeds 
going directly to providing and enhancing education 
and outreach programs to students. 

Tickets are $5 each.  There are 20 chances to win 
prize money—$50 (4 opportunities), $250 (3 oppor-
tunities), or the top single prize of $500.  The draw-
ing will be at noon on April 11, 2014.  I presently 
have 30 tickets but look forward to obtaining more to 
fill demand from the membership. 

Another idea for raising funds for TIC is the PA TIC T
-shirt.  All shirts are dark green with the PATIC logo 
on the front and back in white ink.  Shirts will be or-
dered in September to be available October 1, 2013.  
I have a form for ordering these and can make cop-
ies; the T-shirt doesn’t appear on the PA TU website. 

In the vein of PATU, September 21, 2013, is the date 
for the state-wide membership meeting.  Being up in 
central PA is a good excuse to hang out a couple 
days and go fishing.  If you are interested in attend-
ing check the website, www.patrout.org to register. 

Regional Leadership Training 

Matt Seymour, Fred Gender and I attended PA Coun-
cil Regional Leadership Training in Emmaus on July 
27th. We each came away with different ideas of the 
important bits.  I thought the presentation by the 
Hockendaqua chapter was the most important for 
recruiting and retaining members and filling leader-
ship positions.  My problem is the need to be organ-
ized and organize others…  Something to work on… 
with Matt…  The topping for the day was a stop at 
Shangy’s to stock my beer cellar. 

Every year VFTU makes a donation to Chester 
County Conservation Camp, one of John Johnson’s 
favorite summer activities.  The camp is a one week 
sleep-over camp getting the campers outdoors, 
swimming, fishing, canoeing, and learning about 
plants and how pollution effects the environment.  
We receive thank you notes from the campers all 
between 11 and 14 years old reminding me how up-
set my mother would be if she knew how many 
“thank you’s” I haven’t written.  I hope to find a way 

(Continued from page 1) 
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O nce again I am writing this article from our cot-
tage escape on a lake in Ontario, Canada.  This 

place provides me with renewal and a deep apprecia-
tion of our natural world. 

I left home to come here at the end of June after fail-
ing to get the Wilson Farm Park Rain Gardens com-
pleted 100% and without the manpower enlisted to 
maintain the gardens through the summer.  I did feel 
however that I left the project in very capable hands; 
Chuck Marshall, Rich Bauer and John Dettrey stepped 
up and took on the maintenance and scheduling vol-
unteers to help.  Al-
though the gardens were 
not excavated to the 
plan we feel that they 
can still function as rain 
gardens capturing and 
infiltrating storm water 
runoff if a berm is added 
at the down slope end of 
the gardens.  The berm 
will create a catchment 
and hold an amount of 
runoff while it infiltrates 
and evapotranspires.  
The berm idea was demonstrated early on with the 
heavy rains that occurred shortly after the gardens 
were planted.  We used hay bales as anti-erosion and 

sedimentation con-
trols and they acted 
as temporary dams 
to a certain extent 
holding back water 
in the gardens.  The 
Tredyffrin Township 
Public Works Depart-
ment has had a plan 
for the berms and I 
was advised that 
preparatory work 
had begun about 
August 12.  With all 
the rain that has 
fallen this summer it 

would have been good to have had the gardens fully 
functional but sometime half a loaf is the best we can 
do.  Thank you to all the hardy souls who labored 
long and hard to get the gardens installed, planted 
and maintained.  These gardens will be a great dem-
onstration project and will provide an educational op-
portunity that we should not let escape our use.  It is 
also a great demonstration of how partnerships and 
working together can improve a watershed.  Tredyf-
frin Township was not just a nodding partner on this 
project but they also stepped up with the Public 

Works Department doing 
the garden preparation, 
soil amendment and con-
struction of the berms.  
The Valley Creek Trustee 
Council has funded most 
of the project.  We, Val-
ley Forge Trout Unlim-
ited, have provided the 
labor and have agreed to 
maintain the gardens for 
3 years (we could use 
some more volunteers to 
lighten the load of the 

few). 

Turnpike Saga Continues 

The Turnpike (PTC) made another major submission 
to PA DEP shortly before I left for the summer.  To be 
very honest, for me, it has been on the back burner 
since I have been away.  I had sent it along to our 
consultant for review and I understand that they have 
actually looked at some of the material.  The volume 
of documents submitted may have actually exceeded 
the volume of material provided to DEP on their initial 
application.  I have gone through the PTC’s response 
to our comments and our consultant’s comments on 
their application and there is some good news.  Some 
of the more questionable BMP’s have been withdrawn 
but that then begs the question, “If you needed these 
BMP’s before why are they now not needed.”  As I 
said, the sheer volume of information is overwhelm-

(Continued on page 5) 

Projects, Progress and Happenings in the Valley Creek Watershed 

Valley Forge  
Trout Unlimited 

T he Valley Forge Chapter of 
Trout Unlimited is dedicated 

to preserving, protecting, and  
restoring trout habitat throughout 
Chester County, Pennsylvania. 

Its 800+ members and affiliates 
are engaged in the fight to pre-
serve our precious coldwater re-
sources.  All similarly inclined per-
sons are invited to join. Refer to 
the membership application form 
found in the back of this issue of  
BANKNOTES. 

ENVIRONMENTAL UPDATE 
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NEWS AND VIEWS 
What I think I learned at the...  

2013 International Didymo Conference 
Bob Wiltshire 

Executive Director 
Invasive Species Action Network 

*** 

T he International Didymo Conference was held on 
March 12 & 13 in Providence, RI. Researchers 

and managers from around the world attended and a 
lot of new information was presented. First, I need to 
emphasize that none of what I am writing is based on 
any work that I have done or had a hand in. I am only 
reporting what I think I heard at the conference. Any 
errors in interpreting the information presented are 
mine and not the presenter. All of the abstracts for the 
various presentations are in the Conference Booklet 
which also includes contact information for all present-
ers.  You can download a complete copy of the confer-
ence program which contains all of the abstracts from 
t h e  t a l k s  a n d  p o s t e r s  a t 
http://www.stopans.org/Didymo_Conference_Program
_Booklet_FinalV2.pdf. 

Also, for the sake of this article, I am filtering what I 
learned and will only discuss what I think is most infor-
mative for anglers. This means that I am not going to 
provide much information about much of the excellent 
science that was reported on. 

It’s all about the stalk 

Didymo exists in many of our cold water streams but 
it’s not noticed because the patches remain very small. 
However, in some waters didymo forms the extensive 
mats which cause significant impact. Since stalks cause 
problems, a lot of research has been conducted to de-
termine what causes significant stalk production. The 
answer to this seems odd but it is the lack of the nutri-
ent phosphorus that promotes aggressive stalk growth. 
Generally, it’s waters with high nutrient levels which 
experience significant algae growth. However, with 
didymo it’s just the opposite. Research has shown that 
when phosphorus levels are very low the alga pro-
duces significant amounts of stalk material and little 
cell division. However, as phosphorus levels increase 
didymo produces far more cells but does not produce 
stalks. Thus, we do not have didymo mat problems in 

higher nutrient waters. This interaction between phos-
phorus and stalk production can perhaps explain why 
some waters have blooms that vary significantly from 
year to year. If the water has baseline phosphorus lev-
els that are close to the trigger point (about 2 parts 
per million), a slight variation from year to year can 
cause big differences in didymo mat production. 

Didymo is likely very widespread in North Amer-
ica 

Several researchers have been looking at the historic 
distribution of didymo and they believe that it is very 
widely distributed in North America. Examination of 
lake sediments by Dr. Sarah Spaulding show that di-
dymo has been present for more than 10,000 years 
and there is strong evidence that there were historic 
bloom events prior to any human activity. While addi-
tional work is needed, many researchers now recom-
mend that we should just assume that didymo is native 
and widespread in all cold waters across northern 
North America.  

Didymo has significant impacts on stream 
macroinvertebrates  

Research has repeatedly shown that there is a rapid 
shift in insect communities after the formation of di-
dymo mats. While there are minor variations between 
studies, didymo typically causes a significant shift with 
decreases in large insect nymphs (especially mayflies) 
and a significant increase in midges (chironomids). Of-
ten in didymo mats, the sheer number of insects is 
greater compared to non-didymo mats, but they are 
much smaller insects and the total insect biomass is 
the same or slightly higher. In addition to changing the 
invertebrate community, didymo mats also change the 
availability of these insects. In didymo waters macroin-
vertebrates tend to live their lives in the mat, living 
between the twisted stalks. They are not found on the 
surface of the didymo and far fewer insects are found 
drifting in these streams. These changes in the insect 
community can result in significant changes in fish be-
havior. Carole-Anne Gillis reported on her work moni-
toring juvenile Atlantic salmon in Québec’s Matapedia 
River. She found that in sections with no didymo the 
fish spent most of their time feeding in the water col-

(Continued on page 8) 
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ing.  I am expecting to spend some serious time look-
ing at this in September in collaboration with our con-
sultant. 

Grant Updates 

There has been a lot of grant related activity over the 
summer.  Of course the Wilson Farm Park Demonstra-
tion Rain Gardens I have already discussed but while 
we are working on that end of the Park, VFTU VP and 
Tredyffrin EAC member Chuck Cutshall has been push-
ing the Tredyffrin Park Board to provide planting loca-
tions for a Treevitalize grant obtained through the 
Green Valleys Watershed As-
sociation (GVWA).  Margot 
Taylor of GVWA and Chuck 
have been able to negotiate 
planting locations within the 
park to use most of the Tree-
vitalize material.  A planting 
date has been set.  Here is a 
copy of the notice that ap-
peared in our e-newsletter 
CURRENTS. 

 The Valley Forge Chapter of Trout Unlimited 
(VFTU) has a volunteer opportunity for folks of all ages 
and abilities. 

 On Saturday, September 28, the Tredyffrin 
Township EAC is conducting a tree planting day at Wil-
son Farm Park, 500 Lee Road, Wayne, PA 19087, from 
8:30 AM-12:30 PM.  The planting will include 150 seed-
lings, 36 container trees, and 50 shrubs. 

 Shovels and small tools will be available but you 
might want to bring your favorite garden trowel just in 
case we have a big turnout. 

 P l e a s e  c o n t a c t  C h u c k  C u t s h a l l 
chuck_cutshall@ml.com to sign-up or to ask any ques-
tion 

(To receive copies of the Currents e-newsletter please 
send me an email, Peteg@bee.net, and I will add you 
to our mailing list.) 

Chotty to the Rescue 

Chester County Conservation District (CCCD) in the 
person of Chotty Sprenkle put together a major grant 

application to the Department of Community and Eco-
nomic Development for Act 13 funds to restore 4,300 
lineal feet of Crabby Creek upstream from Route 252 
to Walnut Lane.  Also, 5 storm water runoff gullies will 
be repaired.  It addresses TMDL sediment reduction, 
prevents exposure of the sewer line and reduces the 
volume and velocity of high intensity storms through 
the creation of 2.6 acres of constructed wetlands.  It 
was a huge undertaking and we owe Chotty and the 
CCCD a large “thank you” for submitting this applica-
tion.  VFTU committed $3,600 to this grant application.  

At nearly the same time that the above application was 
submitted, came a letter of 
rejection from our attempt to 
get the Valley Creek Trustee 
Council to fund the Crabby 
project in full.  We were en-
couraged to seek this funding 
by the Trustee Council and 
must have misjudged their 
interest.  It is understandable 
that the Trustee Council 
would not want to sink all of 
its remaining funds into a 

single project.  I could also pick apart the rejection let-
ter but that would serve no useful purpose.  The letter 
in my reading did not seem to leave a door open for 
partial funding but that is a question that must be 
asked. 

Tredyffrin Township Grant 

Chuck Marshall is writing yet another grant application 
for Tredyffrin Township on projects supported by the 
Valley Creek Restoration Partnership.  This time it is 
going to Growing Greener for the installation of the 
Friendship Drive infiltration trenches in the amount of 
$66,000.  We had asked the township to allow us to 
pursue on their behalf additional funding to complete 
the Dalesford Road Trenches but we did not receive 
that approval.  These projects were conceived and de-
signed in the William Penn Foundation grant funding 
that accomplished the relocation work on Crabby 
Creek.  Earlier this year we applied for a Schuylkill 
River Heritage grant to do these projects and received 
a partial grant award of $25,000.  The $25,000 plus 

(Continued from page 3) 
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thusiastic, but there were some members who had 
some concerns.  These concerns ranged from funding, 
to something I'll call the dilution dilemma. 

As for the first concern, the funding, PHWFF does have 
assistance available, and they have already provided 
outfits that we are using for casting instruction.  Also, 
as you may recall VFW Henry J Thomas post 845 in 
Downingtown donated $3000 in seed money.  Our vol-
unteers have also been contributing tying materials 
and tools for the participant's to use.  Our little group 
also plans a fundraising component to help pay for this 
project. 

Solution or Dilution? 

Some concern has also been expressed about the pos-
sible dilution of efforts on other projects by siphoning 
off volunteers for this new project.  For those so con-
cerned, I have some bad news. 

Anyone who has ever read any TU publication be it 
local, state, or national will notice the recurring theme 
of increasing membership, and getting some activity 
out of the membership we already have.  The prime 
rationale for thinking about taking on a project like this 
was to do just that.  Our reasoning was that this was 
so radically different from our other projects that there 
was the very real possibility of drawing volunteers out 
of the woodwork that heretofore were inactive.  This 
assumption proved correct. 

When I first put out the initial call for volunteers, the 
very first handful of folks to step forward and raise 
their hands were members I had never heard of, much 
less met.  These were augmented by guys I did know, 
but whose activities were centered around other clubs, 
like Joe Petrella and Dave Riggio of Brandywine Trout 
and Conservation Club.  Then, like a bolt out of the 
blue, I heard from Jack McFadden, who was VFTU 
president back in the mid-'80's, but had dropped out 
about 25 years ago.  To be fair, there were also a half-
dozen or so of our regular heavy lifters, but our new 
"augmentees" more than make up for any possible di-
lution of effort. 

By the way, for the purposes of this article, and those 
updates to follow, we'll refer to VFTU volunteers as 
simply "the volunteers", and the VA patient partici-

pants as "our guys."  I'm doing this because many of 
our volunteers are themselves vets, and I don't want 
to confuse anyone, especially me. 

This isn't like any other VFTU project that I have ever 
been involved with.  The VA has strict guidelines, and 
every volunteer who wishes to take part in the ses-
sions held on-campus has to jump through some 
hoops to get certified.  One must first make an ap-
pointment, get a photo ID, get fingerprinted, have a 
background check, and go through an orientation.  We 
were told by the VA that our volunteer response was 
so great that a special evening "badging" session was 
held, and 15 volunteers were badged that night. 

Our kickoff session was held on the third Wednesday 
in June.  The volunteer group was introduced to our 
guys by Lewis McCullough, the coordinator for volun-
teer services.  After that intro, Fred Gender and Chuck 
Cutshall gave a masterful presentation of PHWFF, and 
a video was shown.  The second hour featured tying 
and casting demos. 

Hope Springs Eternal 

None of us knew what we were getting into, and I 
think most of us were a little apprehensive.  We've all 
seen the photos of vets minus limbs, and I envisioned 
that we might be teaching tying to guys and gals miss-
ing legs.  It turns out, though, that our guys come 
from ward 8B, and all suffer from PTSD to some de-
gree. When you look at their faces, it is heartbreaking 
to realize, and accept, that some of our guys will likely 
never emerge from that inner place that they inhabit, 

(Continued from page 1) 

(Continued on page 7) 

Healing Waters 
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$21,125 from the Valley Creek Trustee Council will 
fund the Hilltop Circle portion of the work.  These 
projects will be done in 2014 with administration by 
the engineering staff of Tredyffrin Township.  If the 
Growing Greener grant is received and the work ac-
complished there remains only a single infiltration 
project (Dalesford) in the Crabby Creek watershed 
that has been designed. 

By the time that this article goes to press Frank Dono-
hoe and Michele Adams will have met with O’Neill re-
garding their storm water management for the new 
Worthington Hotel, an extension of the Uptown Wor-
thington project.  Hopefully, the out-
come will be as good as it was for the 
initial project. What do you think about 
these weather patterns?  Is this just a 
year’s aberration or is it part of a trend?  
Global warming?  I know that we put 
rain gardens in Wilson Farm Park none 
too soon. 

(Continued from page 5) 

Environment 

 

Healing Waters 
but they return for each session.  I get this weird 
flashback of looking at the quarry section of West Val-
ley in 1979 and seeing a virtual wasteland that used to 
be a trout stream.  But there is promise there, too, 
and look what it has become today. 

At the other end is Devin.  At the second casting ses-
sion we noticed one of our guys casting like a pro.  It 
turns out that Devin has fly fished since he was 5 
years old, and attended a PHWFF project somewhere 
else last year.  The best part?  When he gets home to 
Williamsport, he wants to get involved in a PHWFF 
project, as an instructor this time. 

Making a Difference 

From the volunteer side, working on this project has 
been a revelation.  Ideas flow in from all directions, 
and sometimes the smallest thing makes a difference.  
For example, during the first casting session I was 
talking to Lewis and mentioned that many of the vol-

(Continued from page 6) 

unteers are also vets.  At 
our next session he men-
tioned that fact to our 
guys, one of whom is a 
Vietnam vet who didn't 
really interact with any-
one.  By the next session 
he was busting our chops 
like we were old buddies.  
He was scheduled to be 
discharged by the VA the 
next day, but asked if he 
could have permission to 
return for the next tying 
session.  He was given the 
okay to return.  Hell, he 
only lives 50 miles from 
the VA. 

Oh, one thing that the volunteers have to get used to is 
being called "sir" by our guys.  Since, as you might 
imagine, I was slightly less than spit and polish when I 
wore sergeant's stripes, this creeps me out more than 
most.  Every time it happens, I turn around and look 
behind me to see who in blazes they are talking to. 

The first outing with our guys is scheduled for Sunday, 
September 15, at Chambers Lake in Hibernia Park.  We 
will need help with the lunches, but since this is being 
held off-campus, you need not be a badged volunteer. 
Contact Chuck Cutshall in order to sign up. 

If you have access to Facebook, you can check out Matt 
Romano's photos of our sessions at Valley Forge Project 
Healing Waters. 

Jim Clark 

 

Pete Goodman 
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to share these hand-written notes with Chapter mem-
bers. 

VFTU Project Healing Waters Fly Fishing program is 
going great guns.  There is an update later in this 
newsletter. It is never to late to start being involved 
and help it grow. 

Didymo News 

First record of the invasive diatom Didymosphenia 
geminata has been found in the Pine Creek watershed. 
A responsible method of treatment for equipment ap-
pears to be  5% dish detergent solution  
(approximately 1 cup to 1 gallon of water).  Please 
make sure to treat any and all gear that is in contact 
with a stream in the Pine Creek watershed in addition 
to the mainstem Delaware, Dyberry Creek and the 
Youghiogheny River in Pennsylvania. 

More plantings are planned in Wilson Farm Park in the 
overflow detention basins on September 28.  Vanguard 
and Sunguard are providing most of the volunteers but 
if you are interested in getting your feet wet in this 
planting project please contact Chuck Cutshall for fur-
ther information. 

Your board is working on a written process for provid-
ing VFTU money for projects that fall within in the mis-
sion statement and commit money the chapter needs 
to distribute but that is way too compli-
cated for me so I will end here. 

Enjoy the changing weather, go fishing 
and find a way to make the Earth 
greener.   

Be Well... 

(Continued from page 2) 

Prez Notes 

umn. However, in the presence of didymo, they 
changed their behavior to feeding almost exclusively 
from the bottom of the stream, picking their food 
items out of the didymo mat. 

Didymo can have an impact on fish 

(Continued from page 4) 

Robbi Freisem 

News & Views 

Several studies have looked at the impact of didymo 
on fish populations and they have mostly indicated 
that there is no population level impact from didymo. 
However, Dr. Brad Taylor presented the results of a 
study looking at the impact of didymo on fish growth. 
In a three-year study that compared the growth rates 
of fish in didymo waters to those in didymo free wa-
ters he found that brook trout growth was 44% lower 
in the streams with didymo. He attributes this to the 
significant shifts in the macroinvertebrate community. 
In addition, he reported that rivers with didymo had 
far higher populations of oligochaete worms. These 
were mostly tubifex, the intermediate host of whirling 
disease (WD). Based on this finding, he looked for 
WD and found that 73% of the trout sampled in di-
dymo streams had WD while only 20% had WD in 
non-didymo streams.  

More Research is needed 

One of the big questions that still remains unresolved 
is if there is more than one genotype of didymo. Are 
the big blooms that seem to be spreading caused by 
some new genetic strain of the alga? To answer this, 
researchers need to unravel the complete genetic 
code of didymo. This work is underway but there are 
significant difficulties that need to be overcome. More 
research is needed into the longer term impacts on 
fish populations. Most of the research that has been 
done on didymo impacts on trout populations has 
been short term, no more than 2-3 years. To truly 
understand the impacts on fish we need to sustain 
some of these efforts so that we get data from a 
longer time period. What does this mean for the fu-
ture of felt? I think that the move to ban felt has 
slowed but not stopped. At the conference, all of the 
managers present from states which have banned felt 
stated firmly that they would not even begin to con-
sider rescinding their felt restrictions. Dr. Bothwell 
was the primary author of a scientific publication that 
identified felt as a particular problem and, although 
he now is more focused on environmental conditions, 
he still maintains that felt presents a special problem.  
 
Everything from the conference can be found at 
http://www.stopans.org/Didymo_Conference_
2013.htm. 
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Who Ya Gonna Call? 
 

If you see a spill or fish kill, call us… 
Call any of your officers  

or board members  
(see the inside back cover of 

BANKNOTES) 
 

Illegal Fishing and Poaching or  
Disturbance of a Waterway: 

Notify the PA Fish and Boat Commission 
 

Fish Kills or Illegal Dumping: 
Notify the PA Fish and Boat Commission  

and 
PA Department of  

Environmental Protection (DEP) 
 

Water Quality and Pollution: 
Notify the PA Department of  

Environmental Protection (DEP) 
 

*** 

Pennsylvania Department of 
Environmental Protection 

 

Emergencies should be reported immediately  
by telephone to the Southeast Regional Office  

at 484-250-5900  
(24 hours a day, 7 days a week) 

 

Pennsylvania Fish and Boat  
Commission 

 
 

Our local WCO, Bob Bonney, has requested 
emergencies should be reported immediately  

to him via his cell phone: 
610-637-6398 

and to the Southeast Region of the PA F&BC 
(8:00 AM – 4:00 PM weekdays) 

717-626-0228 

Erosion and Sedimentation Issues: 
Notify the Chester County 

Conservation District 
610-925-4920 

 

Well and Septic Issues: 
Notify the Chester County 

Health Department 
610-344-6225  

  

IMAGINEIMAGINE  
Trout Fly Fishing 

from November to May in 
San Martin de los Andes 

in 
Northern Patagonia 

Argentina 
The streams and lakes offer many opportunities. 

Make ALVAGAR CABIN 
your home base Bed & Breakfast 

Fly Fishing Packages available 
Tailored to your needs 

For more information visit 
www.alvagarcabin.com 

Contact in the USA: 
Daniel & Ana Maria Beninati 

610-269-9527 
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Valley Creek Workdays 
Yes we have monthly workdays! 

When? 
Saturdays following our general  meetings 

 

Where? 
Details provided at our general meetings or 
contact either Rod Horton or Pete Goodman 

 

Why? 
We are committed to protecting and 

preserving Valley Creek.  It’s also a great  way 
to meet your fellow chapter members. 

 

Want to Help?  Please Contact 
Pete @ 610-827-7619  
Rod @ 610-666-6167  
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OFFICERS 
President 
Robbi Freisem 
1000 Caln Meeting House Rd. 
Coatesville, PA  19320 
610-466-0341 
rfreisem@verizon.net 

Past President 
Pete Goodman 
2194 Valley Hill Road 
Malvern, PA  19355 
610-827-7619 
peteg@bee.net 

Vice President, Internal Affairs 
Karl Heine 
152 Weedon Court 
West Chester, PA  19380 
610-363-7238 
flyfishingkarl@verizon.net  
Vice President, External Affairs 
Chuck Cutshall 
257 Brookmead Road 
Wayne, PA  19087 
610-687-1354 
chucksfootball@yahoo.com 

Secretary 
John Dettrey 
113 Woodland Drive 
Coatesville, PA 19320 
610-220-9147  
jdet@comcast.net 

Treasurer 
Frank Donohoe 
17 Amy Lane 
Malvern, PA  19355 
610-993-9831 
fsdonohoe@verizon.net 

 

Environmental Chairman 

Rich Bauer 
102 Manor Drive 
Kennett Square, PA  19348 
610-347-0155 
bludun@erols.com 

Membership Chairman 
Jim Ferrier 
204 Jacqueline Drive 
West Chester, PA  19382 
610-436-4232 
 
BOARD MEMBERS 
 

Joe Armstrong 
450 Lucky Hill Road 
West Chester, PA  19380 
610-696-1930  

Jeff Bush 

622 Malvern Road 
Ardmore, PA  19003 
856-448-1925 
woodcanoe185@me.com  
Fred Gender 
449 Lucky Hill Road 
West Chester, PA  19382 
570-704-8764 
afgender@verizon.net 

Rod Horton 
1037 Shearwater Drive 
Audubon, PA  19403 
610-666-6167 
horton_rl@verizon.net 

John Johnson 
1085 Harmony Hill Road 
Downingtown, PA  19335 
610-873-9062 

 

 

Neil Johnson 
525 Rock Raymond Road 
Downingtown, PA 19335 
610-269-7526 
neil.w.johnson@comcast.net 

Jim Leonard 
1778 Lenape-Unionville Road 
West Chester, PA  19382 
610-793-1706 
jamesmleonard@hotmail.com 

Dave Macaleer 
21 Arrowpoint Drive 
Glenmoore, PA  19343 
610-942-4254 
davenlynda@chesco.com 

Owen Owens 
257 Kendal Drive 
Kennett Square, PA  19348  
484-770-8529  
IreneOwen@comcast.net 
Andy Pancoast 
912 Deer Road 
Bryn Mawr, PA 19010 
610-496-3959  
awpancoast@hotmail.com 

Ed Penry 
202 Jacquline Drive 
West Chester, PA  19382 
610-692-6382 
edward.penry@gte.net  
Jeff Turner 
64 Eagleview Road 
Norristown, PA  19403 
610-662-6344 
jeffgees@comcast.net  
 
 

 

Editor 
Tom Prusak 
37 Christiana Pike 
Christiana, PA  17509 
610-593-2365 
flyfishtomp@gmail.com 

Assistant Editor 
Heather Goodman 

Layout & Graphics 

Tom Prusak 

Advertising Manager 
Chris Burns  
610-235-7299 
cmb0389@zoominternet.net 

Artist & Cartoonist 

Todd Henderson 

TU Websites 

www.tu.org 
www.valleyforgetu.org 

Change of address: 

� TU members log on www.tu.org 
to complete 
address change 

� All others, send changes of  
address to: 

VFTU 
PO Box 1356 
West Chester, PA 19380 

VFTU Officers & Board of Directors 

YES!  Please begin my one-year membership in Trout Unlimited. I un-
derstand my dues payment entitles me to all regular membership bene-
fits including a personal membership card and quarterly issues of Trout 
magazine.  VFTU members also receive our quarterly newsletter BANK-
NOTES. 

Name  _______________________________________________ 

Address  _______________________________________________ 

  _______________________________________________ 

City        _______________________________________________ 

State  ________   Zip   _____________ 

Phone  _________  -   _________  -  ______________________ 

*Email  _____________________________@ ________________ 

*Trout Unlimited does not make email addresses available to outside 
parties, for any reason, ever.  By providing your email address you help 
us reduce mailing and printing costs, which in turn helps the environ-
ment.  
 

�  Enclosed is my employer’s matching contribution gift form.  This is in addi-
tion to my membership application and payment. 

Trout Unlimited is incorporated as a 501(C)3 non-profit, 
educational, charitable organization, and all monetary and property 
donations are tax deductible to the extent allowed by law.   

Please select membership category: 

�  Stream Explorer $12     (18 and under) 
�  Senior  $20     (62 and older) 
�  Regular  $35 
�  Family/Contributor $50 
�  Sponsor  $100 
�  Conservator  $250 
�  Outfitters, Guides $295 
�  Stewardship  $500 
�  *Life   $1200 (no further dues) 
** Canadian members add $5, other countries add $20 per membership 

Payment enclosed: $ ________________  
Make checks payable to Trout Unlimited 

� VISA    � MASTERCARD    � AMEX    � DISCOVER 

Acct. Num:____________________________________________ 
Name on Card: _______________________________________ 
Exp Date: ______/________ 
Signature:   ___________________________________________ 

To ensure correct New Member Rebate, the VFTU chapter number is: 

Apply online at www.tu.org or cut out and mail to: 

290 

Trout Unlimited 
P.O. Box 7400 
Woolly Bugger, WV 25438 

Valley Forge Trout Unlimited Membership Application 

BANKNOTES 



Valley Forge Chapter of Trout Unlimited 
PO Box 1356 
West Chester, PA  19380 

VFTU GENERAL MEETINGS 
  

   

Fairfield Inn—Lionville 

Just north of Exton on Rt. 100 
General Meetings are held the 

second Thursday of each month  
7:30 PM 

September through May 
 

September 12th 

Election of Officers 
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