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Gratitude 

I 
n previous editions of 

BankNotes, this column has 

highlighted the many ways in 

which VFTU works to protect and 

improve our coldwater resources, 

engage with 

our 

communities, 

educate our 

youth, support 

vets and 

communicate 

with members. 

Then, there is 

the process of 

raising funds to 

enable this work. No doubt, these 

initiatives keep us busy. That is 

why we often reach out for 

volunteers. Thankfully, many 

folks have stepped up to lend a 

hand, buy raffle tickets and 

donate. For this, we are extremely 

grateful. 

We are very fortunate to have a 

core volunteer group consisting 

of folks who dedicate many hours 

to chapter activities, and also for 

those folks who pitch in when 

work and family demands allow. 

These volunteers prove John 

Heywood correct: “Many hands 

make light work.” so, it is 
(Continued on page 2) 
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G 
rowing up in Yardley, 

Pennsylvania, a small 

town situated along the 

Delaware River, led to a lot of 

fishing opportunities. Ben’s life 

has been blessed by many people, 

like his Uncle Sandy, who 

welcomed him to use the pair of 

ponds on his family farm where 

Ben honed his fly fishing skills as 

a youngster. And his friend, 

Chris, who got Ben hooked on 

trout fishing in New Jersey’s 

Rock Brook many years ago. In 

his early teens his Aunt Nette and 

his father drove him all around 

the state to fish the best trout 

streams they could find. It was at 

this time that his aunt introduced 

him to Dan Shields and Steve 

Sywensky at Flyfisher’s Paradise 

fly shop in State College, PA. With 

a couple of lessons from fly 

fishing legend Joe Humphreys 

and lots of great advice, he was 

on his way to becoming a 

successful fly fisherman. He 

attended college at East 

Stroudsburg University, where he 

majored in fly fishing the Pocono 

streams and Environmental 

Science. In 1996, Ben Turpin 

Custom Rod Building and Guide 

Service was born. In 2015 he 

became Stream Manager for a 

private fishing club on 

McMichaels Creek. To learn more 

about Ben Turpin Custom Rod 

Building and Guide Service 

contact him at 

www.BenTurpin.com. 

http://www.benturpin.com
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heartening to see how many folks 

contribute through raffle ticket 

purchases and who donate funds 

and prizes. This support keeps us 

going and keeps Valley Creek the 

incredibly productive stream it is 

today with a strong population of 

wild trout. The numerous redds 

present this fall in Valley Creek 

presage continued good fishing in 

the future. 

A First for TU 

If you have not yet downloaded 

the Valley Forge TU mobile app 

to your cell phone, please do so 

right now. There is no reason to 

delay. The app is full of cool 

content that will be regularly 

updated and the app is free. 

Valley Forge is a pioneer—the 

first chapter across the country 

to build a mobile app. In addition 

to great content and links to 

valuable sites, our mobile app 

will allow you to get up-to-date 

reminders of upcoming events 

and timely notices as well as post 

photos of your smiling face next 

to your prize catches. Just search 

for Valley Forge Trout Unlimited 

in your app store. Tell all your 

fishing friends, too. 

We are also refreshing our 

website, www.valleyforgetu.org, 

and updating it to make it easier 

to view on mobile devices. Check 

it out. 

New Approaches 

In an effort to improve efficiency 

and make interactions with VFTU 

easier, we are experimenting 

with new approaches to old 

initiatives. One such new 

approach was tried with our 

recent Fall Fundraiser. Board 

member Jim Leonard, editor-in-

chief of BankNotes and our 

webmaster, came up with an 

improved method to deliver raffle 

tickets. These tickets were pre-

printed with member names and 

addresses so the time-consuming 

effort to fill in that information 

was completed by the printer. 

This approach not only saved 

members’ time and aggravation, 

it also made it more efficient for 

VFTU to deliver the tickets. That 

makes it a win-win proposition. 

We will continue to refine this 

approach and others. 

Another Win-Win Opportunity 

If you would like to learn how to 

tie flies, there is no better place 

than through one of our three 

Project Healing Waters Fly 

Fishing programs. You get to 

learn from top-notch tiers, and 

the vets benefit from your 

company and involvement. 

PHWFF meetings are low key 

sessions where experienced 

volunteers teach vets and new 

volunteers how to tie flies and 

build rods. Periodically we go on 

fishing outings during the 
season. For more 
information on our PHWFF 
programs, go to our website,  
http://www.valleyforgetu.org/our-chapter-
vftu/project-healing-waters/ 

Mark Your Calendars 

VFTU’s biggest event of the year, 

the Spring Trout Show, is 

scheduled for Saturday, March 

17th, from 1 to 4 p.m. at Great 

Valley High School in Malvern. 

Please make every to attend. This 

show will feature Ben Turpin 

giving a great presentation on 

fishing Eastern PA trout streams. 

We will also have an ever 

expanding assortment of prizes, 

displays and information. Look 

for more information elsewhere 

in this edition of BankNotes and 

on our website. 

Lead by Charlie Griffen, VFTU is 

once again sponsoring a fly 

fishing weekend to the Little 

Juniata Creek, one of the state’s 

premier trout waters. The trip is 

scheduled for April 20-22. For 

more information, please contact 

Charlie at 

c.griffenod@verizon.net or go to 

our website, 

www.valleyforgetu.org 

These trips are very popular, so if 

you are interested in good 

fishing, lodging, food and 

company, do not delay. 

If you or someone you know is 

interested in learning to fly fish 

or would like to refresh and 

update your skills, plan on 

attending our fly fishing school 

on Sunday, May 20. This is a full-

day course complete with meals 

and a guided fishing experience 

on a local waterway. For more 

information and to register, 

please go to our website, http://

www.valleyforgetu.org/calendar-

events/fly-fishing-school/ 

(Continued from page 1) 

Behold the Fisherman 

He riseth up early and disturbeth the whole 

household. 

Mighty are his preparations! 

He goeth forth full of hope and when the day 

is far spent he returneth Smelling of strong 

drink, and the truth is not in him  

http://www.valleyforgetu.org/our-chapter-vftu/project-healing-waters/
http://www.valleyforgetu.org/our-chapter-vftu/project-healing-waters/
mailto:c.griffenod@verizon.net
http://www.valleyforgetu.org
http://www.valleyforgetu.org/calendar-events/fly-fishing-school/
http://www.valleyforgetu.org/calendar-events/fly-fishing-school/
http://www.valleyforgetu.org/calendar-events/fly-fishing-school/
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H 
appy winter everyone.  I 

sure do love where we 

live. Well, at least the 

climate. I really need the change 

of seasons.  What I don’t love is 

that some sort of 

development is 

filling in every 

last nook and 

cranny of our 

wild space.  

Some say it is 

progress.  I am 

not so sure. 

While traveling 

to the Valley 

Forge National 

Historical Park 

volunteer holiday party in the 

middle of December, I was amazed 

to be able to see the trout redds 

from Valley Creek Road (Rte. 252).  

I had walked some sections of 

Valley Creek several weeks earlier 

and there were quite a few redds 

with active fish on them. It looks 

to me like another really good 

spawning season. 

The week of sub-freezing weather 

brought out ice fisher folk on 

Marsh Creek as well as the ice 

hockey enthusiasts. I however was 

not among them. I would like to 

ice fish again on Marsh Creek but 

it needs to stay hard frozen for a 

little longer for me to get my act 

together. 

DEP pulled Mariner 2 Permits 

The following is a reprint of a DEP 

Newsroom notice. 

1/3/2018 - DEP Suspends Mariner 

East 2 Construction Permits 

Harrisburg, PA – The 

Pennsylvania Department of 

Environmental Protection (DEP) 

has issued an order suspending 

the construction permits 

associated with the Mariner East 2 

pipeline until the permittee, 

Sunoco Pipeline, L.P. (Sunoco) 

meets the requirements outlined 

in the order. Sunoco must cease all 

construction activity on the 

pipeline project, except for 

maintenance of erosion controls 

and limited maintenance of 

horizontal directional drilling 

equipment.  

“Until Sunoco can demonstrate 

that the permit conditions can and 

will be followed, DEP has no 

alternative but to suspend the 

permits,” said DEP Secretary 

Patrick McDonnell. “We are living 

up to our promise to hold this 

project accountable to the strong 

protections in the permits.” 

Under the order, all activities 

permitted under Chapter 102 and 

Chapter 105 of the PA Code must 

immediately cease. The permits 

will be suspended until Sunoco 

satisfies the terms outlined in the 

order, including, but not limited 

to:  

1) Address all impacts to private 

water wells in Silver Spring 

Township, Cumberland County 

2) Identify all in-progress or 

upcoming construction 

activities and detail the 

specific Chapter 102 and 

Chapter 105 permit under 

which the activity is 

authorized 

3) Submit a detailed Operations 

Plan outlining additional 

measures and controls to 

minimize inadvertent returns 

The full order can be found here: 

http://files.dep.state.pa.us/

ProgramIntegration/PA%

20Pipeline%20Portal/

MarinerEastII/

OrderSuspendingConstructionAct

ivities010318.pdf   

A list of the Notices of Violations 

issued to Sunoco for Mariner East 

2 can be found on the DEP 

website: http://www.dep.pa.gov/

Business/ProgramIntegration/

Pennsylvania-Pipeline-Portal/

Pages/Mariner-East-II.aspx 

DRN letter to Duane Milne 

The following is a reprint of a 

letter sent to State Representative 

Duane Mine. The letter can be 

found of the Delaware 

Riverkeeper Network website at: 

http://

www.delawareriverkeeper.org/

sites/default/files/Milne%20letter%

20LVC%20EV%20status%20final%

20%282018-01-03%29.pdf  

State Representative Duane Milne 

70 Lancaster Avenue, Suite B 

Malvern, PA 19355 

January 3, 2018 

Dear Representative Milne, 

It has come to the attention of the 

Delaware Riverkeeper Network 

that during an August 16, 

2017 district meeting held by your 

office, which was attended by 

community members impacted by 

the highly contaminated Bishop 

Tube site, a member of your staff 

definitively and falsely asserted 

that the Little Valley Creek, 

located on the Bishop Tube 

property, is no longer identified as 

an Exceptional Value waterway. 

As an organization which 

advocates for the health of the 

Delaware River, its tributaries, 

and the people who rely on them 

for their health, we feel an 

obligation to ensure accuracy of 

information being shared at a 

public meeting with community 

members who are directly 

impacted by this information. The 

Valley Creek Basin in Montgomery 

and Chester County, including the 

Little Valley Creek is, in fact, 

designated as Exceptional Value. 

The Commonwealth of 

Pennsylvania, in recognition of its 

excellent water quality, has 

classified the Valley Creek as 

Exceptional Value Waters (EV) (1), 

giving it Pennsylvania’s highest 

level of protection. The 

(Continued on page 4) 

Pete Goodman 

http://files.dep.state.pa.us/ProgramIntegration/PA%20Pipeline%20Portal/MarinerEastII/OrderSuspendingConstructionActivities010318.pdf
http://files.dep.state.pa.us/ProgramIntegration/PA%20Pipeline%20Portal/MarinerEastII/OrderSuspendingConstructionActivities010318.pdf
http://files.dep.state.pa.us/ProgramIntegration/PA%20Pipeline%20Portal/MarinerEastII/OrderSuspendingConstructionActivities010318.pdf
http://files.dep.state.pa.us/ProgramIntegration/PA%20Pipeline%20Portal/MarinerEastII/OrderSuspendingConstructionActivities010318.pdf
http://files.dep.state.pa.us/ProgramIntegration/PA%20Pipeline%20Portal/MarinerEastII/OrderSuspendingConstructionActivities010318.pdf
http://files.dep.state.pa.us/ProgramIntegration/PA%20Pipeline%20Portal/MarinerEastII/OrderSuspendingConstructionActivities010318.pdf
http://www.delawareriverkeeper.org/sites/default/files/Milne%20letter%20LVC%20EV%20status%20final%20%282018-01-03%29.pdf
http://www.delawareriverkeeper.org/sites/default/files/Milne%20letter%20LVC%20EV%20status%20final%20%282018-01-03%29.pdf
http://www.delawareriverkeeper.org/sites/default/files/Milne%20letter%20LVC%20EV%20status%20final%20%282018-01-03%29.pdf
http://www.delawareriverkeeper.org/sites/default/files/Milne%20letter%20LVC%20EV%20status%20final%20%282018-01-03%29.pdf
http://www.delawareriverkeeper.org/sites/default/files/Milne%20letter%20LVC%20EV%20status%20final%20%282018-01-03%29.pdf
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designation includes the Valley 

Creek tributaries, and therefore 

extends to the Little Valley Creek 

(2). 

The EV designation of Valley 

Creek can be found on the PA 

Code website. Based on all 

publically available information, 

the Valley Creek, including its 

tributary Little Valley Creek, are 

protected as EV and the 

comments made to the contrary 

by your staff were incorrect. 

Providing misinformation to the 

public undermines the goals 

those impacted by the Bishop 

Tube site have for its cleanup, 

restoration and protection as a 

natural area for the benefit of 

their health and the surrounding 

environment. Misinformation of 

this sort is also dangerous as it 

may affect the way elected 

officials advocate for the future 

of the site. 

The East Whiteland Township 

community is grateful for the 

time given by your staff, but is 

concerned that this false 

statement will find other outlets 

and therefore impact decisions 

made concerning the site. We ask 

that you issue a statement 

correcting this misinformation 

and clarifying the EV status of 

the Little Valley Creek for the 

community. 

Respectfully, 

Maya K. van Rossum 

the Delaware Riverkeeper 

(1) Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 

code, retrieved from http://

www.pacode.com/secure/data/025/

chapter93/s93.9f.html 

(2) Water Protected Use Designations 

For Streams in Chester County, 

Pennsylvania: Water Resources Map. 

Chester County Water Resources 

Authority. Retrieved from: http://

www.chesco.org/DocumentCenter/

View/8468  

 

Grants for Infiltration Trenches 

The remaining Infiltration 

Trench projects in the Crabby 

Watershed (Dayleview Dr, Hilltop 

Lane and Friendship Drive) have 

been bid and awarded by 

Tredyffrin Township. These long 

languishing projects (from a 2006 

William Penn Foundation grant) 

are finally going to be built. They 

will reduce the amount of 

stormwater runoff reaching 

Crabby Creek and ultimately 

Valley Creek. It is currently 

anticipated that installation work 

will begin at the end of February 

or the beginning of March. 

It is through the tenacity of 

Chuck Marshall and the 

consistency of the Valley Creek 

Restoration Partnership that 

these projects are being built. 

Chuck has done most of the grant 

writing to secure one Schuylkill 

River Heritage Area grant, two 

Growing Greener Grants, two 

Trustee Council Grants and 

several modifications. He is also 

acting as the total grant manager, 

keeping the projects moving 

forward.  

These projects will be helpful for 

Tredyffrin Township in meeting 

their mandated MS4 pollution 

reduction plan goals. 

It is nice to be partnering with 

Tredyffrin Township to 

accomplish our parallel goals of 

reducing stormwater runoff. OLC 

Level Spreader grant –to begin 

installation.  

Wilson Run  
Growing Greener Grant 

Our president, Pete Hughes, 

received a letter dated December 

8, 2017 from DEP giving 

congratulations and notice of our 

award of a Growing Greener 

Grant in the amount of 

$130,812.00. The project that the 

grant is funding came out of work 

that Gilmore and Associates were 

doing for Chesterbrook Parcel 1 

along Wilson Run just to the 

north of Route 202 in their open 

space. Gilmore approached VFTU 

to see if we might be interested in 

participating in their project. 

Several of us reviewed what they 

were proposing and it certainly 

seemed good for the stream so we 

said yes. That led to making a 

Growing Greener application and 

eventual award. The project is for 

the removal of a stream 

obstruction, a reconfiguring of 

the stream channel with laid 

back banks to accommodate the 

high storm flows and the 

reestablishment of a diverse 

riparian buffer. Most of the work 

will be performed by or through 

Gilmore and Associates. We will 

have opportunities to help with 

some brush clearing and on 

towards the end of the project 

tree and shrub planting. This is a 

fast track project with 

completion anticipated by the 

end of 2018. 

Open Land Conservancy  
Growing Greener Grant 

About the same time Pete Hughes 

was receiving his Growing 

Greener award letter Open Land 

Conservancy (OLC) was also 

getting a letter. Chuck Marshall 

had helped OLC make their 

application for a Growing 

Greener Grant on a project that 

had been several years in 

development. The Grant will fund 

the addition of capacity in the 

form of a level spreader to an 

existing stormwater device it the 

Airdrie Preserve behind Paoli. 

This work will enlarge the 

stormwater capacity of the 

existing device to be able to 

spread out the neighborhood 

runoff that the preserve receives. 

The current situation is creating 

an enormous erosion feature that 

discharges a lot of silt down the 

hillside. This is another project 

(Continued from page 3) 

(Continued on page 5) 
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that is shovel ready and should 

be of very short duration. The 

work should be completed in 

2018. 

PA Turnpike Appeal of NPDES 
Permit 

The wheels of justice are moving 

slowly toward an outcome. 

Expert reports are now not due 

until March 23, 2018. An 

extension has been granted by 

the court. Our experts have been 

working away on their reports. 

The stormwater controls 

proposed by the Turnpike in 

their NPDES submission are 

inadequate to protect Valley 

Creek. We are still talking with 

the National Parks Conservation 

Association our partner in the 

appeal. I am hopeful that a 

settlement could be negotiated 

that would allow the Turnpike 

expansion but would protect 

Valley Creek.  

Valley Forge National Historical 
Park - Valley Creek Stabilization 
Plan 

For a long time Valley Forge Park 

has had the Valley Creek stream 

section from Route 23 to its 

confluence with the Schuylkill 

River on its radar. The Park has 

had to sand bag George 

Washington’s Headquarter from 

the flood waters of Valley Creek 

and the Schuylkill, all the while 

watching as the banks of Valley 

erode with the loss of archeology 

being washed down stream. 

The Park is working with a 

consultant (CH2M) to develop a 

solution to the eroding banks of 

Valley Creek near Washington's 

Headquarters. The Park’s hope is 

to reduce the flooding threat to 

Washington's Headquarters, to 

stabilize the banks in the most 

ecologically appropriate way 

possible, and to improve the 

waterway and wetland habitat in 

the area.  

Several members of VFTU have 

been invited as knowledgeable 

and interested partners to attend 

a meeting to discuss the project 

and possible solutions. The Park 

is still in the early planning 

phase of this project. The meeting 

will consist of an on-the-ground 

review before heading over to the 

administration conference room 

for detailed discussions. Stay 

tuned.  

Open Land Conservancy  
Vine Days 

Members and friends, the good 

folks at the Open Land 

Conservancy could use your help. 

Vine Days are fun, exhilarating 

outdoor events that help OLC 

manage their forest from being 

overwhelmed by mainly non-

native vines. Three of the OLC 

preserves are along Valley Creek 

and could certainly use your 

help. 

Mark your calendars! Second 

Saturday of the month 9 a.m. to 

noon.  

March 10th—Meet at 

Cool Valley Road Entrance 

April 14th—Meet at 
OLC HQ, Le Boutillier Road 

The Conservancy welcomes new 

members and volunteers. If you 

would like more information or 

wish to receive e-mail reminders 

about OLC activities, visit http://

www.openlandconservancy.org/

Become_a_Volunteer.html. 

Rain Garden Maintenance in 
Wilson Farm Park  

In mid-December a dedicated 

group of souls gathered at the 

Wilson Farm Park Rain Gardens 

to provide some winter 

maintenance. It turned out to be 

a wonderful temperate day. Dave 

Williams, Bill Bellew, Carol 

Armstrong, Pete Hughes and I 

raked and bundled the tall 

material Dave had cut the 

previous day. Tredyffrin was to 

pick up the garden water and 

take it to one of their compost 

sites. With the good group of 

hands that we had the work was 

relatively easy and we were done 

before noon. There was one chore 

that remained. In removing, what 

I believe, were dead goldenrod 

stems we found about a dozen 

praying mantis nests which were 

set aside. I proceeded to tie them 

up into the few woody stalks that 

remained. I hope this year to 

witness praying mantis hatching 

in the rain gardens as I did this 

past year. 

Coldwater Conference 

Registration is now open for the 

13th Keystone Coldwater 

Conference, February 23 to 24, 

2018. 

This year’s theme is “Coldwater 

Resource Conservation and 

Education: Rising to the 

Challenges; Embracing 

Opportunities.” 

The Pennsylvania Council of 

Trout Unlimited will host the 

13th Keystone Coldwater 

Conference February 23 to 24, 

2018 at the Ramada Inn 

Conference Center in State 

College. The conference is an 

opportunity for grassroots 

conservation organizations, 

environmental professionals, 

college faculty, staff, and 

students to share ideas, concepts, 

and network in order to protect, 

conserve and restore 

Pennsylvania's coldwater 

resources. 

To register or for more 

information, go to http://

www.coldwaterconference.com.  

 

 

 

(Continued from page 4) 

(Continued on page 6) 

http://www.openlandconservancy.org/Become_a_Volunteer.html
http://www.openlandconservancy.org/Become_a_Volunteer.html
http://www.openlandconservancy.org/Become_a_Volunteer.html
http://www.coldwaterconference.com
http://www.coldwaterconference.com
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Watershed Congress 2018 

VFTU is again very pleased to be an associate 

sponsor of the Delaware Riverkeeper Network’s 

Watershed Congress 2018. The all day Saturday 

event is the best educational bang for the buck that I 

know of. All of the topics are current or evolving. 

The WATERSHED CONGRESS ALONG THE 

SCHUYLKILL RIVER will be held Saturday, March 

10, 2018 at the Montgomery County Community 

College - West Campus, Pottstown, Pennsylvania. 

For more information, visit http://

www.delawareriverkeeper.org/watershed-congress-

along-schuylkill-river. 

(Continued from page 5) 

Many of you probably don’t know VFTU member 

Chuck Marshall. He is not known to show up at gen-

eral meetings or have articles in BankNotes. The 

fact is that up until several years ago he did not 

even go fishing. But over 40 years ago he and Owen 

Owens put together the Valley Forge Chapter of 

Trout Unlimited. Over the course of those 40 years, 

Chuck has done and has helped the Chapter do 

amazing things to improve the health of Valley 

Creek. I won’t bore you or embarrass him by at-

tempting to list all the things that have been accom-

plished. What I do want to do is acknowledge his re-

tirement as VACR Restoration Coordinator for the 

Valley Creek Trustee Council (VCTC). 

For more than a decade Chuck has sought out pro-

jects in the Valley Creek Watershed to fund through 

the Valley Creek Trustee Council grant program. 

This is a grant program that came about as a result 

of the settlement funds from the environmental dam-

age law suits over the PCB pollution of Valley Creek 

from the Paoli Railyards. This grant program has 

funded and partially funded many valuable projects 

that had to do with stormwater management, stream 

channel stabilization, establishing riparian buffers 

and attempts to restore brook trout in the Valley 

Creek watershed. 

Chuck will be stepping down from his position in 

March of 2018 after many years with the VCTC. The 

Chapter wishes Chuck well and thanks him for his 

marvelous dedication to the health of Valley Creek. 

Be well Chuck and enjoy the fruits of your labor. We 

will see you streamside. 

http://www.delawareriverkeeper.org/watershed-congress-along-schuylkill-river
http://www.delawareriverkeeper.org/watershed-congress-along-schuylkill-river
http://www.delawareriverkeeper.org/watershed-congress-along-schuylkill-river
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L 
ong ago, as I stealthily walked the bank of a 

stream fishing for trout, I saw a patch of 

glistening mud and thought, “That place looks 

slippery!” Sure enough as I stepped on that spot, 

down I went. Now I heed such warnings—though 

sometimes when I’m in a hurry or 

not paying attention I relearn a 

disturbing lesson! 

So many things go on in our lives 

it’s hard to notice when we need 

to change the way we live. When 

it rains nobody likes to have our 

homes flooded, nor do we want 

our drinking water supply to run 

dry. Even in water-rich 

Pennsylvania there are big 

problems in how the water cycle is working. As area 

after area is developed, trees are cut down and 

replaced with roads, roofs and parking lots. Even 

lawns, with soils compacted by frequent mowing, 

allow little rain to soak in. Today, when rain falls on 

the impervious surfaces that cover a lot of our 

watershed it runs off in sheets into the nearest 

tributary. Floods and droughts are symptoms of 

Chester County water problems. 

Are there practical things we can do to attenuate 

run-off volumes? “Yes, think ‘woods,’” Dr. Robert 

Traver from Villanova University suggested at a 

2002 Partnership meeting. “Natural forests capture 

90% of the rainfall. When developers cut down trees 

and replace them with pavement, the 

evapotranspiration process is lost. For Chester 

County, streams losing evapotranspiration is a 

bigger problem than loss of base flow. A lot of the 

water that floods down Valley Creek before 

development would have been pushed back into the 

atmosphere by the trees.” 

In 2006 Tom Cahill, who had been the stormwater 

consultant to the Valley Creek Coalition for many 

years, was the featured speaker at the January 

Valley Creek Restoration Partnership meeting. “The 

transportation system changes the environment,” 

Tom began. “It turns cultivated land and forests into 

roads and buildings. Along every major transport 

corridor all over the planet the 

 

pattern is the same—urbanization follows road 

construction. Current design of highways is exactly 

contrary to what we need to do with stormwater,” 

Cahill stressed. “Roads are producing a high level of 

suspended solids and pollutants, as well as immense 

runoff. Road spills and deicing chemicals compound 

the problems. Yet Phoenix, Portland, Oregon and the 

California Transportation Authority are using 

porous paving highways.” 

Guided by Cahill’s insights, the Partnership lead by 

Valley Forge TU received and spent to date over $3 

million in grant money, inspiring the creation of 

green roofs, parking lot retrofits, rain gardens, 

swales/cribs and rock trenches in steep areas with 

high runoff and at storm sewer outfalls,  

re-naturalization of grassed areas to vegetated 

meadows, detention basin retrofits and instream 

restoration projects. Today, we realize to restore the 

watershed we must not only do pilot projects, but 

also educate corporations, townships, schools and 

home owners to undertake their own Best 

Management Project retrofits. Tours, presentations, 

written materials and videos for local cable stations 

will educate people about what can be done and 

where to obtain available funds. 

Pennsylvanians are walking on slippery ground. Up 

and down the Schuylkill, Delaware and 

Susquehanna Rivers, industrial and urban 

development has covered the land with impervious 

surfaces. Should we be surprised when people die in 

floods? Should we be upset when droughts occur 

more frequently? 

We should be surprised and upset enough to change 

our ways. A program that reaches out to public 

properties (schools, parks, municipal buildings, etc.), 

then to lawns surrounding big corporate offices, 
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5716 Kennett Pike Suite D 

Centerville, DE 19807 

Phone: 302-654-6515 

Mobile: 302-743-0966 Hours: Tue thru Fri 10AM-7PM 

Fax: 302-654-6533  Sat 10 AM-5PM 

Email: AMHeadflyfisher@AOL.com 

Website: www.amarbleheadflyfisher.com 

Terry Peach 

A Marblehead Flyfisher 

Valley Forge Trout Unlimited’s 
3rd Annual Little Juniata Spring Trip 
“One of PA’s best wild brown trout streams” 

When: April 20—22, 2018 

Where: Edgewater Inn in Alexandria, PA 

Cost: $295 single occupancy, $200 double occupancy  

(there are a limited number of rooms with 2 beds) 

What’s included: 2 nights lodging at the Edgewater Inn,  

2 breakfasts, Friday night sit down dinner at the Edgewater Inn 

Registration deadline is February 15th! 

Make checks payable to Valley Forge Trout Unlimited, 

put Little J trip on the memo line and mail to:  

Charles Griffen 

134 Crump Road 

Exton, PA 19341 

Please include the name of your roommate if you are sharing a room, 
along with your cell phone number and email address so I can send 
you confirmation and updates. Don’t forget your payment! 

Cancellation Policy: Prior to March 1, 2018—75% refund 

 After March 1, 2018—25% refund 

Questions? Email Charlie at c.griffenod@verizon.net 

Crabby Creek Relocation 

Penn State Detention Basin 
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By Pete Goodman 

W 
hen I left the house it 

was 23 degrees F the 

morning we planned to 

tour the Growing Greener 

projects. The coldest day yet in the 

early winter – flirting with record 

cold. 

It was a small group of hardy folks 

– seven of us, crammed into my 

moderately warm old Chevy 

Suburban. We started by looking 

at a site of a proposed Growing 

Greener Grant project on Wilson 

Run, just south of Route 202 below 

a non-functioning Penn DOT 

remediation wetland with 

breeched berms. The proposed 

project consists of some 

streambank stabilization and a 

riparian buffer restoration. The 

GG Grant application was made 

nearly a year ago and there is still 

no notice of status – award or 

otherwise. I guess that is not 

really a surprise since we still 

don’t have a state budget. 

From there we went to Conestoga 

High School on Irish Road. We 

unloaded from the Suburban and 

walked through a fence gate up 

onto the High School’s practice 

field to view the Bio-infiltration 

Swale. The Swale was designed 

and installed by A.D. Marble for 

Valley Forge Chapter of Trout 

Unlimited (VFTU) and funded by 

Growing Greener with matching 

funds coming from the Valley 

Creek Trustee Council. It was 

explained that the practice field 

was nearly impervious due to 

years of mowing and athletic 

activities compacting the earth 

below the dense turf grass. The bio

-swale captured the runoff from 

the field and in small storms 

infiltrated it back into the ground. 

In large storms the excess runoff 

went into a grate structure which 

fed to an under street stormwater 

storage and infiltration project 

installed by Tredyffrin Township 

sometime after the swale was in 

place. VFTU had maintained the 

swale for the first 3 years. We are 

several year past that point. What 

we were looking at was a mowed 

ditch with a mower hacked 

baseball lying next to the overflow 

outlet. Even though the swale is 

not the picture of wildflowers it 

was envisioned to be it is still 

performing a stormwater 

management function. 

From Conestoga High School we 

headed down Irish Road and 

turned left onto Lizabeth Lane to 

follow the downhill path of 

stormwater runoff as it winds 

through front yards, side yards, 

engulfing yards and into streets 

and street inlets to discharge 

eventually into Crabby Creek. We 

talked about infiltration trenches 

in the upper Crabby Creek 

watershed, and that the projects 

were designed many years ago 

(more than a decade). It is just 

now being contracted to be built 

with the help of multiple grants, 

one of which is a significant 

Growing Greener Grant. Lizabeth 

dead ended onto Green Road 

where we turned left and went 

down to Walnut Lane. VFTU’s very 

first raingarden installation sits 

prominently in the yard of a 

private residence just across from 

Walnut Lane. The rain garden is 

still capturing stormwater runoff 

from the home’s roof and its 

expansive patio and pool deck. 

Down Walnut Lane is Crabby 

Creek Park where VFTU expended 

lots of energy, manpower and 

money trying to restore the brook 

trout that lived in the creek up 

until the 1990’s. The tree tubes we 

could see were remediation for the 

destructive sewer line 

replacement that occurred in the 

park several years ago. Ultimately 

the brook trout restoration 

attempt failed – the stream just 

gets too much stormwater runoff 

and its summer temperature gets 

too high to support brook trout. 

We then moved on to Radbil Park 

in the middle Crabby Creek 

watershed. Behind the baseball 

field hidden from view is the 

VFTU/Valley Creek Restoration 

Partnership’s most aggressive and 

largest project. It was the actual 

relocation and restoration/

stabilization of 1,200 feet of 

Crabby Creek. Several hundred 

feet of the stabilization work was 

funded by a Growing Greener 

Grant. The project is hard to 

imagine. As we looked down into 

the steeply cut hills to the 

babbling stream below glinting in 

the crisp morning sunlight it 

seems as though it was always 

here. That is until I remember the 

six foot high waterfall and the 

totally exposed manhole and 

sewer lines. That stream channel 

is now a thing of the past. Multiple 

plantings by various groups have 

helped stabilize the steep slopes 

and give an appearance that it has 

always been this way. 

 
(Continued on page 11) 

Crabby Creek Restoration 
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From here we went to the site of 

the first Growing Greener Grant 

award, Cedar Hollow Preserve 

owned by the Open Land 

Conservancy of Chester County. It 

was here that then Governor Tom 

Ridge handed Mitsie Toland a 

check to help fund the purchase of 

the preserve from the developer, 

Trammell Crow. 

Then on to our last stop, the Penn 

State, Great Valley Campus. The 

campus has a large stormwater 

detention basin to the south and 

east of their building. Green 

Valleys Watershed Association 

was a Growing Greener Grant 

recipient for projects that would 

naturalize stormwater basins in 

the Valley Creek watershed. 

Naturalizing formerly mowed 

basins improves the basins 

efficiency. Naturalization slows 

the progress of stormwater 

through the basin while opening 

up soil pores to enable more soil 

storage and infiltration 

recharging our aquifers. 

Naturalization also greatly 

enhances plant respiration and 

evapotranspiration.  

In a brief two hour tour entirely in 

the Valley Creek watershed, we 

were able to view the results of 

the first Growing Greener Grant, a 

beautiful nature preserve, and 

many demonstration projects to 

manage stormwater runoff which 

is the largest cause for 

impairment to Valley Creek.  

We need Growing Greener to 

continue. 

The PA DEP’s Growing Greener 

program provides the fuel for 

Valley Creek’s restoration. The 

VFTU chapter helped create the 

Valley Creek Restoration 

Partnership in 2002 that brought 

together five environmental 

organizations that touch Valley 

Creek and many federal, state, 

county agencies, municipalities 

and universities that collectively 

planned a restoration strategy for 

Valley Creek watershed and 

implemented projects funded by 

Growing Greener. These efforts 

have allowed the Partnership and 

VFTU to gain experience and 

learning with many best 

management practices to reduce 

stormwater volume flowing into 

Valley Creek and to build a basis 

for the MS4 programs that will 

continue to achieve stormwater 

volume reductions in the future.   

(Continued from page 10) 

A 
ll three of our Project Healing Waters 

programs held holiday parties in December, 

and we actually managed to survive them all.  

Since then, there has been a flurry of rod building 

activity at the Coatesville Veterans Affairs Medical 

Center (CVAMC) and West 

Bradford (WB).  At Coatesville, two 

rods are nearing completion, and 

we are waiting a kit for a third.  

Jack McFadden, Charlie Green, 

and Ken Leung are handling the 

rod building instruction at 

CVAMC, while Barry Hines will be 

doing the honors at WB.  Rumor 

has it that ten rods are in the 

works there, and the kits have just 

arrived. 

Speaking of honors, Participant of 

the Year and Volunteer of the Year for all three 

programs have been selected.  At Royersford 

(ROFO) Jeremy Fanucci is participant, and Thad 

Nowakowski, volunteer.  At WB, Jay Brenneman is 

participant, with Barry Hines as volunteer.   

At Coatesville, Elijah Hoffman is our participant, 

and the ever-heavenly Matt Seymour is our choice 

for volunteer. 

At Coatesville plans are underway for a fund-

raising raffle in the spring.  Tickets will be sold 

beforehand, and be pulled at our joint VFTU/

WCFGWA picnic in June.  Also, for the third year, 

volunteers from all three of our programs will be 

manning tables at our Trout Show to dispense 

information on the programs. 

Dave Riggio hooks up departing participants from 

CVAMC with a PHW program close to where they 

live so they can move on with the therapy these 

programs provide.  We also have been taking 

advantage of the TU National program to get 

participants signed up for a free one-year 

membership in TU.  Hopefully, some will go on to be 

active members of their local chapters.  We are also 

pushing the new VFTU app to the participants and 

volunteers. 

By the time you read this, we will have put on our 

dog and pony show at the Jan 11 chapter meeting to 

bring the attendees up to speed on our activities.  

Should be fun.   

Jim Clark 

Penn State Detention Basin 
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For Sale 

Leaders with Tippet Rings 
already attached! 

All you have to do is add your tippet.  

Leaders last longer and no need to tie  

blood knots, so you save time and money. 

Available in 7 ½ and 9 ft. Lengths 

Tapered to 3X or 5X 

1 for $3.50, 2 for $6.00 shipping included 

To order, contact  Charlie Griffen at  

c.griffenod @ verizon.net 

All proceeds go to VFTU 

1st Thursday 
VFTU Board Meeting   
 7:30 pm, One-room Schoolhouse, East Bradford Municipal Complex 

2nd Thursday 
VFTU General Meeting  
 7:30 pm, Chester Valley Grange, September through May (except no March meeting) 

3rd Wednesday 
Valley Creek Restoration Partnership 
 10 am - noon, Tredyffrin Township Community Meeting Room 

Every Wednesday 
Project Healing Waters Fly Fishing – CVAMC Program 
 6 - 8 pm, Coatesville Veterans Administration Medical Center 

1st & 3rd Monday 
Project Healing Waters Fly Fishing – Community Program 
 6 pm, West Bradford Fire Hall 

2nd, 3rd & 4th Monday 
Project Healing Waters - Royersford 
 6:30 - 9 pm, Royersford VFW (If there is a fifth Monday, they go fishing) 

If you see a spill or fish kill, call any of your officers or board 
members (see the inside back cover of BankNotes). 

Illegal Fishing, Poaching , Disturbance of a Waterway,  
Fish Kills or Illegal Dumping: 

Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission 

Our local WCO, Bob Bonney, has requested 
emergencies be reported immediately to him  
via his cell phone: 610-637-6398 
and to the Southeast Region of the PA F&BC 
(8:00 AM – 4:00 PM weekdays) 717-626-0228 

 
 

Fish Kills , Illegal Dumping:, Water Quality or Pollution: 

Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection 

Emergencies should be reported immediately  
by telephone to the Southeast Regional Office at  
484-250-5900 (24 hours a day, 7 days a week) 

Erosion and Sedimentation Issues: 

Chester County Conservation District 

610-925-4920 

Well and Septic Issues: 

Chester County Health Department 

610-344-6225 

March 3 & 4 Lancaster Fly Fishing Show 

Saturday, March 10 Open Lands Conservancy Vine Day, Cool Valley Preserve  9:00 am at Cool Valley Road Entrance 

Saturday, March 17 Trout Show  1:00 pm at Great Valley High School 

Saturday April 14 Open Lands Conservancy Vine Day, George Lorimer Preserve  9:00 am at OLC HQ, Le Boutillier Road 

April 20—22 Spring Fishing Trip to the Little Juniata 

Sunday, May 20 The Fly Fishing School 

Thursday, June 7 VFTU/WCFG&W Picnic  6:00 pm at CCWA-Paradise Farm Camp, Downingtown 

Hillside Elementary Green Roof Penn State Detention Basin 
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 hosted by 

Valley Forge Trout Unlimited 
The Fly Fishing School will be held on 

Sunday, May 20 
at CCWA—Paradise Farm Camp 

1300 Valley Creek Road, Downingtown, PA  19335 

A full day of instruction on fly casting, fly fishing techniques, entomology, knots, 

fly fishing for trout (PA license & trout stamp required), plus three meals are included. 

Questions? Call Dave Macaleer at (610) 942-4254  

The school can accommodate approximately 30 students. Please register early as slots fill up fast!!! 
Names, addresses and phone numbers must be provided for all persons being enrolled. Use additional sheet of paper if necessary. 

Note: Fly Fishing School attendees acknowledge that they may appear in photographs taken during the VFTU Fly Fishing School. Please indicate your 

consent for Valley Forge Trout Unlimited (VFTU) to use photos containing your image in future promotions for the Fly Fishing School and other VFTU activities. 

□ I grant consent for photographs of me and/or my family to be used in VFTU publications. 

□ I do not grant consent for photographs of me and/or my family to be used in VFTU publications. 

Signature ___________________________________________________  

Name  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

Phone ( ______ ) ___________ -  ________________  Email  _______________________________________________________________________________  

Address __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

City  ________________________________________________________________________________ State ____________ Zip Code ____________________  

Make check payable to VFTU and mail application to: 

VFTU FFS 
P.O. Box 1356 
West Chester, PA 19380 

Number of adults @ $75 each ____________ 

Number of Children @ $30 each 
(must be accompanied by a paying adult) 

____________ 

Total Amount Enclosed ____________ 

(Refunds made only if cancellation is received before May 1) 

Name  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

Phone ( ______ ) ___________ -  ________________  Email  _______________________________________________________________________________  

Address __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

City  ________________________________________________________________________________ State ____________ Zip Code ____________________  

Name  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

Phone ( ______ ) ___________ -  ________________  Email  _______________________________________________________________________________  

Address __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

City  ________________________________________________________________________________ State ____________ Zip Code ____________________  



ANNOUNCING OUR NEW FREE VALLEY FORGE TU MOBILE APP 

It’s time for you to download our new Mobile App to your device by simply searching your APP Store for Valley Forge 

Trout Unlimited. The application is for both Apple and Android devices. Don’t forget to set up your contact information 

after you have downloaded our APP. This will allow you to get updated information on VFTU activities. You can also 

allow us to use proactive notifications if you want. 

Features and Benefits of our new Mobile App 

 Calendar of events and push alert capability 

 Local and National fishing news feeds 

 Weather forecasts and stream conditions 

 Links to fishing content on YouTube  

 Links to VFTU Website & Facebook 

 Photo Gallery and Sharing capability. Let us see you in action! 


