VALLEY FORGE TROUT UNLIMITED
By Mary Kuss

Some fly fishers are fairly casual about
color. They will simply buy whatever flies
are on offer in the in the fly shop bins. Or, if
they tie their own flies, they will purchase a
packet of tying material labeled as
appropriate for the hatch in question. Other
fly fishers can be quite obsessive on this
issue. They have a very definite search
image of what the “right” color is for a
given purpose.
I find it incredible that there are still some
folks fussy enough to dye their own
materials. I used to do some dying, but it’s
been many years since I bothered with it.
Believe it or not, when I was a rookie fly
tyer it was often difficult to find any
product that would fill a particular need. As
the fly fishing and fly tying industry
expanded beyond my wildest imagination, I
soon chucked my collection of pots and

By Jim Leonard

Greetings all, I hope you have been
enjoying this glorious fall weather. With the
days getting ever shorter, it won’t be long
before the first stages of cabin fever begin
to set in. To help stave this off, I would
suggest you attend our general membership
meetings on the second Thursday of every
month except for March, June, July and
August. .Why not in March? Because we
are now planning our 43rd Annual Trout
Show fundraiser for some time this coming
March, At this point we are going to go
back to having a live, in-person show for
the first time since 2019. Keep an eye on
our website www.valleyforgetu.org where
we will be posting information about the
show as it becomes available.
Speaking of fundraisers, I want to take this
opportunity to thank all of you who donated
to VFTU by participating in our 2022 Clean
Streams Raffle this past September.

pans and sieves and packets of dye. I no
longer felt a need for them and I don’t miss
them a bit.
Frankly, the casual approach to color is the
most logical. Although fish can certainly be
selective to color, the color of natural
insects is often variable to a surprising
degree. Water chemistry and other
environmental factors can exert an
influence from one stream to another. Color
can vary even among individual specimens
from the same location.
Fly fishing luminary Dave Whitlock, a man
who is a masterful fly fisher, tyer, and artist,
understood this well. In one of his videos,
he seines up a collection of stonefly nymphs
from a riffle. He sorts out those of the
dominant species present and lays them out
side by side from light to dark.
(Continued on page 2)

Your donations make it possible for us to
continue to preserve and restore cold water
fisheries and their watersheds here in
Chester County.
This past year, two legendary figures in
conservation passed on. The irreplaceable
Johnny Johnson and a true pioneer in
championing Valley Creek, Dr. Ralph
Heister are both gone now. Their work lives
on, but as our board members age, the
question becomes who will be there to carry
it forward into the future? Valley Forge
Trout Unlimited is not unlike other similar
organizations. We currently have about 860
members, and we are very happy to have
them. Of these, a relative few donate to us
above and beyond their annual membership
dues either directly or by participating in
our fundraising raffles, which we truly
appreciate.
(Continued on page 2)
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Match the Color
(Continued from page 1)

He makes the point that these specimens of
the same species, collected at the same
time, from the same riffle, show a
noticeable range of color value and hue.
There are other variables to consider
beyond the actual color of the insect itself.
Do fish see color in the same way as
humans? Are we judging the color of our
materials in natural or artificial light?
Humans do not all perceive color in the
same way. What looks right to one person
will look entirely wrong to another. What
this means to the practical fly fisher is that
when attempting to tie or fish imitative
flies, it’s usually sufficient to be “in the
ballpark” with color. That is not to say that
color is unimportant, just that it’s not as
critical as we sometimes believe it to be.
During my years as a fly shop clerk, we had
a regular customer who was very colorblind. Jimmy was a serious fly fisher and
fly tyer, and you can imagine the challenges
this deficit posed. Once he came in and
asked me to help him choose dubbing for a
Blue-Winged Olive. When I offered a
choice of several different shades of olive,
he explained that to him they all looked
purple. “Pick one,” he said. And so I did.
At times Jimmy would show me flies he
had tied at home, with materials he had on
hand that were not labeled by color. Many
of the colors he chose appeared wildly,
laughably incorrect to anyone with normal
vision. I often had no clue what insect they
were meant to imitate. Yet he fished those
flies with some success. It’s up to you how
you want to interpret that. Fortunately
Jimmy had a good sense of humor about the
entire subject.
All oddities aside, however, most of us
want the color of our flies to match what

we see on the natural insect. Even if we
understand the uncertain nature of this
process, it’s a confidence builder if our flies
look right to us. And there’s nothing at all
wrong with pursuing what we see as the
perfect color for a particular tying material,
if it pleases us to do so.
Many years ago, legendary fly fishing
author Gary Borger recognized a need for a
means of standardizing the colors of fly
tying materials. He came up with the
Borger Color System (BCS). I read about
this product in his 1991 book Designing
Trout Flies. Making an impulse purchase of
the BCS at a fly fishing show was an easy
decision. This pocket-sized booklet
contains color patches that I immediately
recognized as the reference chips used by
house painters. Borger had carefully chosen
the limited number of chips that could be
included to cover the most important
aquatic insect hatches. He also provided a
pad of “Data Sheets,” enabling those so
inclined to record detailed field
observations of insect specimens. This
methodical, scientific approach is just what
you’d expect from a man who, in addition
to his fly fishing career, was a professor of
botany at the University of Wisconsin.
As happens with so many good ideas, the
Borger Color System has largely faded into
obscurity. In preparing to write this article,
I Googled the BCS and found quite a few
on-line references. However, it is not
readily available and I have confirmed with
Gary Borger that it’s long out-of-print. One
website I found offered a used copy for
$50.00. I don’t remember what I paid for
mine, new. But I guarantee you it was a
fairly small fraction of that price.
Although I’ve never taken my BCS out
streamside, I do use it as a reference when

mixing up batches of my home-made
dubbing blends. The middling olive-tan
color I use for flies to suggest spring
hatches of Hydropsyche and
Cheumatopsyche caddis, for instance, is
BCS 28. It’s not that I think this is an
absolute necessity. But accurately
reproducing this favorite color makes me
feel better about my flies, and that is not an
insignificant thing.
At one time, some manufacturers assigned
a BCS number to each of their products. I
haven’t seen this done for quite a while,
however. I wish that some kind of color
standard was still in use by the fly tying
materials industry, particularly for dubbing.
In recent years I’ve found the fanciful
names given to some dubbing colors
incomprehensible unless I’m buying inperson at a shop or show and can see what
I’m getting. Color charts are rarely
provided on websites or in print catalogs.
You’d be amazed at the collection of weird
and largely useless packets of dubbing I’ve
accumulated by buying them unseen.
The basic premise of the BCS remains very
sound. Anyone can curate their own
personal collection of color references. You
can find paint color sample cards at almost
any hardware or home improvement store,
free for the taking. Pick out a few color
chips that look like a good match for some
of the flies or materials you most frequently
buy. You can then cross-reference the cards
to natural insects, artificial flies, and tying
materials at home or while shopping. This
can be a powerful tool that frees you from
depending solely on your memory of color,
which can be unreliable.
I hope you find this concept helpful. Tight
lines and tight threads!

Notes from the Prez
(Continued from page 1)

An even smaller number actually do the
work. And believe me, there is plenty of
work! We understand this about our
organization and others like it, and these
comments are most certainly not intended
to berate any or our members. And
fortunately, this year we have had some
new volunteers.
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We have gone back to having live in-person
general membership meetings. Everyone is
more than welcome to attend. If you are at
all interested in participating in our work at
any level, we would very much like to meet
you there.
And finally, wild trout are spawning at this
time of year. If you can stand it, try to stay
out of wild trout holding streams such as
Winter 2022

Valley Creek for another month or two in
order to allow the fish to finish spawning
and let the swim-ups get out of the redds,
which will not be visible after the spawn.
Enjoy the upcoming holidays!
New Year’s Day: “Now is the accepted time to
make your regular annual good resolutions.
Next week you can begin paving Hell with
them as usual.”
~Mark Twain
WWW.VALLEYFORGETU.ORG

Environmental Update
It is Sunday morning October 23rd and as I
prepared to write this a golden Crowed
Kinglet visited the rhododendrons I look
out on. She didn’t stay long. But they are a
gorgeous little bird
that I really enjoy
seeing. It doesn’t
take much to distract
me. Obviously. The
day is overcast and
looking down my
driveway the leaves
are going from green
to golden. It is 56
degrees outside. The
air is filled with
Pete Goodman
anticipation for the
up coming Phillies game against San Diego
– they could win the division and move on
to the World Series. They were awesome
last night.

John Johnson Remembered
th

Next Sunday, October 30 we will be
remembering John Johnson and his legacy.
As we pulled together this celebration it
became even more apparent what a huge
legacy John left. Not only do we have the
M. John Johnson Nature Center in East
Bradford but there is McIlvaine Run which
now runs through a meadow, no longer a
roadside ditch and there are many more
examples of John’s handywork.
We have put together a Celebration of Life
for John that will include a dinner and
remembrances at the Paradise Farm Camps.
I want to thank Andy Schaum and George
Poole for their help with putting together
the celebration. Paradise Farm Camps that
John so dearly loved has donated their
facility to host the Celebration. Many of
John’s long-time friends will be in
attendance.

Ralph Heister Remembered
On Saturday October 22nd there was a
service of Remembrance and a Celebration
of Life for Ralph D. Heister. Dr. Heister
was a friend and supporter of VFTU for
many years. He was the spokesperson of
the Valley Creek Coalition back in the
1980’s. A number of our members were
students of his during his long and
illustrious teaching career at Conestoga
High School where he taught advanced
biology. It was a very up-lifting service, a
WWW.VALLEYFORGETU.ORG

great tribute to a great man who left and
indelible mark on the community in which
he lived and improved.

The other grant application is to Growing
Greener and we await their decision on our
application as well.

Did You Know?

The Crabby Creek infiltration trenches will
make a difference in the quantity and the
quality of the stormwater runoff reaching
Crabby, Little Valley and Valley Creeks.
This is another project coming out of a
partnership between VFTU and Tredyffrin
Township originating in the Valley Creek
Restoration Partnership.

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
declared 23 species were extinct last year
(2021) — the largest group of animals and
plants ever to be reclassified as extinct
under the Endangered Species Act in a
single year.

Salt Pollution Fact Sheet
In my last article I mentioned the Salt
Pollution Fact Sheet that we are working
on. Well, it is all most ready for primetime.
We should be wrapping up formatting
details this week and take it on the road a
week after that. This Fact Sheet is
specifically about Valley Creek which
seems to be the most impacted creek in
Chester County. I expect that we will
reproduce the sheet in black and white in
BankNotes once complete. Full color
versions will be available in .pdf format
upon request. I will also be doing
presentations to area EAC’s and other
organizations pertaining to salt pollution
and its impacts on our lives, our streams
and our pocket books.

Grants
Here are some updates on our various
grants.

Crabby Creek Infiltration Trenches
Chuck Marshall has been monitoring the
progress of Jacobs Engineering and has
been trying to get past a bit of a holdup
trying to identify where gas service lines
maybe located withing the proposed areas
of the infiltration trenches. He is nudging
Jacobs and Tredyffrin to get together and
resolve this impasse. Hopefully they will be
meeting next week to resolve the issues.
There are two Crabby Creek Grant
applications that remains undecided at this
point. The Chester County Finance
Department: Chester County has Rescue
Act money and we applied through a grant
process. The application was for $75,000.
We coordinated with Tredyffrin Township
on our asks to this source. Status: No
decision has been announced yet.

There was a grant application put together
by Chuck Marshall with help from Jeff
Schmid and Pete Hughes to fund two
stream spill protection devices called
“underflow dams” was not accepted for
funding. It seemed like a good idea and was
probably worth trying to obtain. We
certainly are aware that spills happen in our
area streams.

Valley Creek Monitoring
We have had monitoring stations in Valley
Creek bracketing the Knickerbocker site for
about two years. The data keeps coming.
Pete Hughes has taken on the maintenance
responsibilities. The maintenance of the
sensor stations requires more than one or
two people, especially at this time of year
with falling leaves getting wrapped around
the sensors and more light hitting the
stream causing algae growth. We need a
few more people to step up and help us
with the sensor maintenance.
The developer of the Knickerbocker site
has submitted his plan and has received
preliminary township approval from East
Whiteland. For me stormwater management
is still an issue. The development will
generate a lot of stormwater which is all to
be slow released.

East Whiteland Township
At a July East Whiteland Township Board
of Supervisor’s meeting a group called
Working Lands Investment Partners
presented a very brief proposal for stream
restoration work in Valley Creek Park for
the benefit of the PA Turnpike and
PennDOT. I wrote a letter and an email to
Working Lands Investment Partners asking
if we might be able to help them with their
work stating that Valley Creek was our
(Continued on page 4)
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Environmental Update
(Continued from page 3)

adopted home water and that we had some
pretty extensive experience in the
watershed. I eventually received a response
that was cordial and said that once they had
a preliminary design, they would be in
touch with us. The timing should have them
contacting me by the end of October.
At the same July Board of Supervisor’s
meeting as above I heard of another abuse
suffered by Valley Creek. The discussion
was in reference to a Cure Agreement with
Catalyst. I was unaware of the damage to
the riparian buffer that Catalyst (the
outdoor sign company) had caused to both
sides of Valley Creek near where it flows
under route 202. The company has paid
their Cure Agreement fines and costs and I
saw that there were evergreen trees staged
for planting in the area. I’ll get down there
next week to do a walk about to see what
has been done. I do hope that evergreens
are not the only planting they a planning.
Evergreens don’t provide the shade nor the
leaf pack that supports the bugs and fish in
Valley Creek.

If you want to help - Steve’s contact info is
on the inside back cover of BankNotes.

Tredyffrin Township’s Citizen
Stormwater Taskforce
The Citizen Stormwater Taskforce
continues its work finalizing its
recommendations to the township. Two
areas where the Taskforce has really made
progress is the Township’s consideration of
a stormwater fee to fund infrastructure
repairs, maintenance and capital projects
and the second is the addition of tree
protection ordinance. The effectiveness of
the taskforce has been nothing short of
amazing.

Chester County Conservation
District Turns 75
The Chester County Conservation District
is celebrating their 75th Anniversary.
VFTU was pleased to be a sponsor for the
event and we were represented by several
board members in attendance. Again,
congratulations on 75 years of doing good
in Chester County.

Brook Trout Fertilized Egg
Planting

Chester County Water Resources
Authority

Brook Trout fertilized egg planting is again
planned for the late fall. Steve Grim has
volunteered to take on this project for the
Chapter. I am hearing that he is having a
difficult time trying to find an in-state
nursery to purchase the eggs from. Steve is
also looking for some volunteers to help
him with all the moving parts of this
project.

I would like to wish a fond farewell to Cory
Trego who has left the employ of the Water
Resources Authority for a job in the private
sector. Cory was a good person and good at
his job. He knew the answers to a lot of
questions and if he didn’t, he knew where
to find them. Good luck Cory in your new
endeavors.

Bishop Tube
Bishop Tube remains a blight on the face of
East Whiteland Township and the Valley
Creek watershed.
Since my last article the Bishop Tube Clean
& Green group has suffered a devastating
loss. Larry Stauffer one of the staunchest
supporters of the effort to clean and green
Bishop Tube died as a result of a head-on
auto collision with a drunk driver in his
lane. This tragic loss leaves his family
suffering and all of us that knew Larry
stunned and asking, why?
There was a screening of the movie made
about Bishop Tube and the community’s
effort to get it cleaned up at the Colonial
Theater on October 6th. The event was well
attended.
The Bishop Tube Clean & Green group has
a petition up on the Delaware Riverkeeper
Network’s website. Please check out the
issues surrounding Bishop Tube and sign
the petition urging the owners of the
responsible parties to step up and clean up
Bishop Tube and turn it into a passive
nature park. It could only help Valley
Creek. The petition can be found here:
https://www.delawareriverkeeper.org/
node/6873
Get outside and enjoy this most special
time of the year. Remember if you are
fishing any wild trout water it will soon be
spawning season and those redds are fragile
places. Please watch where you wade and if
you can avoid wading – please do.

Len’s Fly Tying Corner
By Len Zappolo

Instagram @fly_fishing_tightlines
Instagram @valleyforgetu

Ants
Ants can be black, brown, and even red.
There are land-bound ants, flying ants and
they can come in a variety of sizes too. While
there are many ways to tie them, personally, I
like it simple, really simple. Fish them along
banks or where vegetation overhangs.
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Materials List
Hook: Dry fly, size 20
Thread: Black, 6/0
Body: A mix of black and brown dubbing and
one appropriately sized black hackle feather.
Directions
Secure the hook into the vice. Start the thread
on the shank leaving some space behind the
eye and take a few wraps before snipping the
tag. Dub a thin noodle on the thread and start
building up a small bulbous front segment.
Bring the thread rearward to just before the
hook point. Next, create a slightly longer
dubbing noodle to create a rear segment that
is slightly larger than the front. Be sure to
have space between the segments for the next
Winter 2022

step. Tie in the hackle feather in the space
between the two segments and take a few
turns forward toward the front segment,
secure it with your thread and snip the excess
off. Whip finish just behind the front
segment. Finally, trim the fibers along the top
and bottom so you’re left with what will
resemble legs and to help float the fly.

Other Terrestrials:
But beware, like ants, they are good only until
the first or second hard frost.
Midges. One of my favorites is the Pumpkin
Head Midge by Matt Grobert. You can fish
this one from late fall through the winter.
Keep it simple. Don’t overthink it and smash
those barbs! Practice safe catch and release.
WWW.VALLEYFORGETU.ORG

John Johnson Lived to the Max
By Owen Owens
Jonny loved hunting, fishing, being outdoors
in nature. I remember the time we fished Jim
Nelson’s pond in New Hampshire, me
fishing with my fly rod and John with his
spinning rod. We caught huge pan fish—one
after another, and once in a while a pickerel
would grab a fly or spinner! We both
enjoyed every minute.

rod in the other hand, as John floated down
toward him. “His eyes were like platters,”
Karl said, “He was really afraid.”

Karl, a big, powerful man, took hold and
held on until John could get his feet under
him and wade to shore. Maybe twenty other
fishermen were fishing the pool, and when
Johnny, who hadn’t been wearing a wader
belt, stepped on the bank those water-filled
waders must have been fifty inches around.
Who can forget what a consummate
salesman John was? Remember his delight in Knowing he could have drowned, and that it
could have happened to them, when Johnny
taking people to see the West Chester Fish,
Game, and Wildlife’s trout hatchery. Or how pushed the waders down and a tributary of
water flowed out, there was a relieved chorus
after a serious injury from a fall at the
of suppressed guffaws.
hatchery he came back—in his 80’s—and
drove all over the state selling Weber grills?
Karl gave John the keys to the truck. A true
Not only did he sell to earn money for
fisherman, John had held onto his rod and he
himself and family, but also he used his
put it on top of the truck as he pulled off his
selling ability to convince developers and
waders, then got in to drive back to the
political leaders to preserve and restore our
motel. After he made the quick turn at the
streams.
top of the he slammed on the brakes—his
rod had fallen off on the turn.
Once in a while someone comes into our
lives who lifts us up. Friends, family,
Imagine how many times at the end of a
wildlife, land, water—all are better off
day’s fishing or hunting this story was told!
because of him. John was a great
Johnny laughed right along. Being outdoors
conservation leader and a very human being.
teaches us humility. We learn as the Amish
used to say, “we’re not such a much.” In that
All of us have humbling experiences. Karl
spirit John took as much delight in
Heine tells about when he fished the best
pool on the Beaverkill with Carl Dusinberre, supporting other conservation leaders as he
did in being out front.
Lester Young, and John. The “Dus” went a
little upstream, John perched on a big rock
As people in my generation say, John
right above the drop-off, and Karl took up a
Johnson was a man. He lived life to the max.
position a little below John. A cloud of
Whether it was taking his beloved
Hendricksons appeared, over 100 yards long
granddaughter fishing at Paradise Farms
and 10 feet thick, slowly moving upstream.
Pond, or telling the lawyer of a world-class
A trout took Karl’s fly and he was playing it
developer, “You better listen to what Carl
when he saw John lose his footing and fall
Dusinberre says or we’re going to sue you,”
into the river! Karl braced himself, put his

If you see something that doesn’t seem right, such as a spill or
fish kill, call any VFTU board member and report directly to the
following:

Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission
Illegal Fishing, Poaching , Disturbance of a Waterway,
Fish Kills or Illegal Dumping
Our local WCO, Bob Bonney, has requested emergencies be
reported immediately to him via his cell phone: (610) 637-6398
and to the
Southeast Region of the PA F&BC at (717) 626-0228
(8:00 AM – 4:00 PM weekdays)

right down to end he never stopped living.
Once a man wandered into his room at the
Veterans’ Home. Johnny told him to leave
and the man would not so 90 year old
Johnny decked him—and as a result was
exiled to the third floor!
In March we heard John was dying. When
Karl and I went to his room, he was lying on
his back, eyes closed, breathing like he was
on his way out. “Mr. Johnson,” said his
nurse, “You have visitors.” John opened his
eyes, “Karl and Owen,” he said. “I’ll get up
so we can talk.” He reached over, grabbed
the edge of the bed, and with a few curses
and the nurse’s help managed to pull himself
out of bed and get into a chair.
After we talked about what was happening
with us and current conservation efforts,
Johnny told us, “You know, guys, it’s so
frustrating I even need help getting into bed.
The other night the nurse came in and finally
as I was rolling in, I grabbed her around the
waist and pulled her into bed with me!” Karl
and I stood there, astounded—here was
Johnny dying and he’s still strong enough to
do this. “She extricated herself”, Johnny
continued, and said,”Mr. Johnson, you
oughtn’t to have done that!” With that
twinkle in his eyes and a big smile John
replied, “I know, I know!” Right down to the
end John Johnson lived life to the max.
I hear John saying, “Owen, thanks for the
nice things said about me at my memorial
dinner. Remind the folks that the work I did
to save and restore nature is just getting
started. Tell them to stand up, speak out, and
do what you can to make this world a better
place to live.”

Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection
Fish Kills , Illegal Dumping:, Water Quality or Pollution
Emergencies should be reported immediately by telephone to the
Southeast Regional Office at (484) 250-5900
(24 hours a day, 7 days a week)

Chester County Conservation District
Erosion and Sedimentation Issues
(610) 925-4920

Chester County Health Department
Well and Septic Issues
(610) 344-6225
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Adirondack Brook Trout
By Joe Armstrong
The Adirondack Park in upstate New York
is a huge area of state land augmented by
further extensive woodlands where public
access is assured. Between the state land
and easement land this amounts to well over
3 million acres.

For Sale!

Leaders with
Tippet Rings
already attached!
All you have to do is add your tippet.
Leaders last longer and no need to tie
blood knots, so you save time and money.
Available in 7 ½ and 9 ft. Lengths
Tapered to 3X or 5X
1 for $3.50, 2 for $6.00

shipping included

To order, contact Charlie Griffen at
c.griffenod @ verizon.net
All proceeds go to VFTU

The Adirondacks were heavily glaciated.
Think a mile of ice, which I can’t quite
grasp. As the glaciers retreated sometimes a
chunk of ice would break off and be left
behind. The ongoing transport of sand and
rock would surround the slowly melting ice.
Eventually the ice would melt leaving a
kettle hole, which frequently became a
pond. In the Adirondacks there are well
over 1,000 ponds. Just about all historically
had brook trout. The larger ones also had
lake trout and smelt. Unfortunately many of
the more accessible ponds were given
smallmouth bass by Johnny Appleseed
types, taking a good brook trout pond and
making a lousy smallmouth pond.
However, there are still a lot of good brook
trout ponds. Some of the kettle holes are not
deep, but have good springs in the bottom
so it is possible to catch brooks all summer
long. The larger ponds will stratify
thermally so in the summer all the trout are
below the thermocline, roughly 20 feet
down. However in the spring and again in
the fall with lower water temperatures the
brooks are accessible with fly tackle.
Some of the ponds have totally wild fish,
some have supplemental fingerling
stocking. The state goes out right after the
close of the season with nets and in ponds
with very high reproduction will catch
spawners and strip out eggs and milt, which
they take to the hatchery to hatch and grow
to fingerling size, which are then
helicoptered back into other ponds. Brook
trout caught in these ponds were either born
there, or maybe spent a little time in the spa

ARE YOU CONNECTED??
You should be getting emails from National TU and from Valley Forge Trout Unlimited.
If you are not receiving emails from Valley Forge Trout Unlimited, or would like to
change your email address, please send an email to:
peterkleemalvern@hotmail.com

but have wild heritage genes. They do not
stock “catchables” in these ponds.
The fishing is essentially always from a
canoe or kayak. It involves a full sinking
line with a relatively short leader. In some
ponds I have been able to find springs
which always attract fish, especially in the
fall. Otherwise its cast toward the shore and
strip back. I have several tired and true wet
flies, led by the Watson’s Fancy, which is
an Irish sea trout fly, but I also have good
success with Hornbergs, Gray Ghosts and
orange body black Wooly Buggers. The
Hornbergs range from size 16 up to size 8
or 10, the Watson’s Fancies range from size
12 up to size 6.
Some of these are large brookies. In general
the largest are caught at ice out in the
spring, typically late April or early May. I
have caught some in the 20 inch range
including one of 22 inches, a fine fat fish
which went close to 6 pounds. In the
autumn they come back up with lowering
water temperatures. Beautiful spawningready male brook trout can be caught. Late
2021 I caught a spectacular male of about
19 inches, the most beautiful fish I ever
caught. The colors were brilliant; it was
near spawning, it was hump backed and had
a black head. Words can’t do it justice.
Brook trout don’t jump, they simply don’t
want to come in and as such can be a
problem to land. Near the shore there are
always trees which have fallen in. The fish
know all about them, and dive into them
when they get the opportunity.
The autumn is a great time to be there. The
foliage is simply beyond words, a totally
different thing than we get here in Chester
County. The weather is often good (a bright
sun in no way improves the fishing
however).
As is practicable, the further back one goes,
the better the fishing. This can mean
carrying the canoe from pond to pond to get
further back. Most ponds have campsites, so
camping and catching large beautiful brook
trout make a great combination.

Please note that neither VFTU nor TU National shares your email address with third parties.
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VFTU 2023 Fly Fishing School — Sunday, May 21
By John Dettrey
Coordinator 2023 VFTU Fly Fishing School

species on the Brandywine Creek, French
Creek, Pickering Creek, Valley Creek, West
Each spring, VFTU hosts its annual Fly
Valley Creek, Marsh Creek reservoir,
Fishing School (FFS) at CCWA-Paradise
Chambers Lake at Hibernia Park, and many
Farm Camps in Downingtown, PA. This has others.
become a rite of passage for many budding
Flies are available for sale at Fly Fishing
local fly fishers at a beautiful time of year in
School. These are flies that work in local
Chester County. The school is designed to
waters and are expertly tied by our
be an immersive experience for participants,
knowledgeable chapter members. FFS is
combining classroom instruction with hands
conducted rain or shine, so be sure to bring
-on outdoor activity to provide students a
rain gear, if appropriate.
solid foundation in fly fishing basics.
Why Attend VFTU Fly Fishing School?
We believe we offer the best introduction to
fly fishing in our area, as well as the most
economical: $75 for adults and $30 for
children under sixteen, when accompanied
by an adult student. Our chapter provides
the school as an educational opportunity,
not a fund raiser. Fees cover the cost of
food, facility rental and participant
insurance; instructors, helpers and guides
donate their time to ensure you have the
best experience and personal attention.
Classes include an interactive Fly Fishing
Overview, Knot Tying and Stream Insect
identification classes. We provide breakfast
and lunch, bucket raffles, a free Youth
raffle, fly casting instruction and practice on
the camp’s pond, an on-stream fishing
demonstration by one of our members and
guided "on stream" fishing with a VFTU
volunteer.

Make This Your Year to Get Started in
Fly Fishing!
Contrary to popular mythology, fly fishing
is not harder than other kinds of fishing, just
different. You can catch any fish taken on
rod and reel, including saltwater species,
with a fly rod!

5716 Kennett Pike, Suite D
Centerville, DE 19807
Hours: Tue thru Friday 10 am-7pm
Saturday 10 am-5 pm
Phone: 302-654-6515
Mobile: 302-743-0966
Fax: 302-654-6533
Email: terry@amarbleheadflyfisher.com

If you’ve been thinking about getting
started, our school is the perfect opportunity
to learn the basics while enjoying a full day
camp experience. It’s a great way to get
your family and friends involved in Fly
Fishing!
FFS can accommodate about 30 students, so
register early. Download your application
from our website:
http://www.valleyforgetu.org and mail it in
with payment. Be sure to provide all
required contact information. After
registering, you will receive additional
information as well as a map to CCWAParadise Farm Camps in Downingtown.

What Should I Bring?
We look forward to seeing you at Fly
Although some loaner equipment is
Fishing School!
available, we recommend that you bring
your own rod, reel and line combination, as
well as hip waders. VFTU receives support
from local fishing equipment outfitters like
Tributaries: Fly-fishing Sojourns to the
Orvis (Downingtown), TCO Outfitters
Less Traveled Streams by Lou Wentz
(Bryn Mawr), and Gordon’s Sports Supply
A personal journey to the fringes of the
(Eagle).. If you decide to buy gear, these
fly-fishing experience along obscure and
shops can help you put together a balanced
well-known streams in Pennsylvania and
fly outfit that will contribute to your fishing
the Catskills.
enjoyment.
Available now at
We recommend 5 weight or 6 weight fly
www.coastforkpress.com
rods at least 8’ in length for your first rod.
This combination will cover most trout
fishing situations as well as pond and lake
fishing for other species like panfish and
bass. Chester County is blessed with many
opportunities to fish for trout and other

WWW.VALLEYFORGETU.ORG

Terry Peach
A Marblehead Flyfisher

Winter 2022

Please
Patronize
Our
Advertisers
Their generous
donations and
discounts make
our raffles
possible.

Thanks!
VFTU
Dr. Charles Griffen
Owner / Licensed Guide

troutbumod@gmail.com

EyeFlyFish
Guide Service
610-594-0648
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Clean Streams 2022 Raffle
By Pete Goodman

On Thursday evening, October 16, 2022 at
the Valley Forge Trout Unlimited monthly
meeting which was held in person at the
Chester Valley Grange the CLEAN
STREAMS RAFFLE was drawn.
The prizes and the winners are noted below.
I had the great pleasure and honor of
delivering several of those prizes. It is
always heartwarming to call someone to tell
them that they have won and have them go
off on a berserk tirade about how they never
win anything. Well, I tell them that is
changing.
Below is a list of the prizes and those folks
who won and then what happened…
1st Prize — Shadow Box by Ed Penry with
Flies Tied by Jim Lowe, value $400. This
was won by Bill Seres of West Chester. He
was one of those folks that says, “Oh my
God, I never win anything.” He offered to
buy me breakfast when we meet to give him
the Shadow Box. To me these shadow boxes
are the most valuable prize we offer. Built by
a member from local woods (mostly cherry)
and with flies tied by Jim Lowe – they are
just amazing pieces of craftsmanship. You
can feel the love for the sport each time you
see one or pass it hanging prominently on a
wall.
2nd Prize — 118 Jim Clark flies in a
Wheatley Box, value $350. This prize was
won by Pete Lee, VFTU’s illustrious
membership Chairman. As Pete came up to
claim his prize he had that smile about him.
You knew he was scheming. Before the
evening was done the young person who was
drawing the tickets for us was presented with
Pete’s winning. That young man went home
with a gorgeous box of Jim Clark flies.
Another work of art.
3rd Prize — Orvis Guide Sling Pack in
Camouflage, value $180. Donald Morgan’s
ticket was drawn for the sling pack.

He was not present but Dr. Charlie Griffen
was and offered to get the sling pack to him.
Thanks Charlie and I hope you have a good
story about delivering it too.

The only costs were printing and mailing. So
that sounds pretty good.

But then you look at from the participation
numbers and I start scratching my head. Of
4th Prize — Gift Certificate to Valley Forge our 867 members (at last count and we
Trout Unlimited’s Online Store, value $100. mailed to them all) we had 89 people
The 4th prize was won by Ed Penry. Ed is a
participate in the raffle. That to me seems
long time VFTU member who earlier this
shockingly low. I am not sure what the
year moved out to North Dakota to be close Chapter needs to do to have more members
to family and I understand do some walleye participate. If you have any ideas or can
fishing. Ed had contacted us prior to the
offer reasons why and how to turn the trend
drawing saying that he wasn’t interested in
around, please get in touch with me. I’m Pete
the prize if he won. Ed is very generous and Goodman and my contact info is email:
also the craftsman who built the shadow box peteg5020@gmail.com or my cell phone:
which was 1st Prize. So, we drew a second
610-655-5020.
ticket for this prize. That winner was Steven
You may not know that your local chapter
Ross. I only had an email for him but I got
gets no financial support from Trout
an almost immediate reply from Steve who
Unlimited. As a matter of fact, the chapter is
was on Campobello Island, New Brunswick.
requested to donate to the State Council. I do
He was very pleased.
support both National TU and the PA State
5th Prize — Redington ZERO 2/3 Fly Reel
Council of TU as well as VFTU. But I am
with #3 Line and Case, value $50. Our last
lucky to be in a position to do that. I realize
but not least raffle prize was won by Jay
that many of you cannot donate to more than
Peikin. When I called Jay, I think he thought one entity of TU. We all are aware of TU’s
it was going to be another robo-call for an
fund-raising efforts – perhaps too aware. The
extended auto warranty. He came on the
Valley Forge Chapter tries to come to you
phone pretty strong. But, after all, I did get
but twice a year with two very different fund
him on a jobsite while he was trying to do an -raising events. This one just past was our
inspection. I told him that I would deliver the fall “Clean Streams Raffle”. In the spring we
reel as I would be down in his area within
bring you the “Trout Show”. In some past
the next couple of days. I was able to drop
years we have come to you 3 times with our
the reel off at his house the following day
hands out but those were prompted by short
and I called and left a message that I had
falls in grants received from TU where they
delivered the reel. I got the following text
somewhat coerce us into trying to crowd
back, “winning this reel was a wonderful
fund the short fall. It is unfortunate that the
surprise. My thanks to you and the
work of all of the arms of Trout Unlimited
membership. I am looking forward getting it requires money to keep the wheels churning
wet. Thanks again. You made more than my and doing the good work of protecting and
day.”
restoring trout. But that is a reality and it is
not going to change any time soon.
So, you ask, was the raffle successful? Well,
of course, there are always different
Please, next time around, remember that
perspectives. I think it was successful. The
many hands make light work, many
Chapter took in $4,450.00 that it didn’t have contributions will help us do the hard work.
before. There was no expense related to the Thank you all for being members and
prizes as they were all donated.
supporting VFTU.

Want to get more involved in protecting cold water fisheries in Chester County?
Get more involved with Valley Forge Trout Unlimited!
How can you do it? EASY!
Email us at valleyforgetu@gmail.com with questions,
Attend our general meetings
concerns or ideas
Check out our website at www.valleyforgetu.org
Make sure we have your current email. Send an
All are welcome to join and participate!
email to peterkleemalvern@hotmail.com
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Hosted By

Valley Forge Trout Unlimited
The Fly Fishing School will be held on

Sunday, May 21
at CCWA—Paradise Farm Camp
1300 Valley Creek Road, Downingtown, PA 19335
A full day of instruction on fly casting, fly fishing techniques, entomology, knots,
fly fishing for trout (PA license & trout stamp required), plus continental breakfast and lunch are included.
Questions? Call John Dettrey at (610) 220-9147

The school can accommodate approximately 30 students. Please register early as slots fill up fast!!!
Names, addresses and phone numbers must be provided for all persons being enrolled. Use additional sheet of paper if necessary.

Number of adults @ $75 each

____________

Number of Children @ $30 each

____________

Make check payable to VFTU and mail application to:
VFTU FFS
P.O. Box 1356
West Chester, PA 19380

(must be accompanied by a paying adult)

Total Amount Enclosed

____________

(Refunds made only if cancellation is received before May 1)

Name __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Phone ( ______ ) ____________ - _______________ Email ______________________________________________________________________________
Address _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
City _______________________________________________________________________________ State ____________ Zip Code ____________________

Name __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Phone ( ______ ) ____________ - _______________ Email ______________________________________________________________________________
Address _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
City _______________________________________________________________________________ State ____________ Zip Code ____________________

Name __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Phone ( ______ ) ____________ - _______________ Email ______________________________________________________________________________
Address _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
City _______________________________________________________________________________ State ____________ Zip Code ____________________

Note: Fly Fishing School attendees acknowledge that they may appear in photographs taken during the VFTU Fly Fishing School. Please indicate your consent for Valley Forge Trout Unlimited (VFTU) to use photos containing your image in future promotions for the Fly Fishing School and other VFTU activities.

□ I grant consent for photographs of me and/or my family to be used in VFTU publications.
□ I do not grant consent for photographs of me and/or my family to be used in VFTU publications.
Signature __________________________________________________

WWW.VALLEYFORGETU.ORG
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VFTU Officers, Board of Directors and Program Leads
President
Jim Leonard

Vice President, Internal Affairs
Karl Heine

Vice President, External Affairs
Open position

Secretary
Park Messikomer

Treasurer

Joe Armstrong
John Dettrey
Robbi Freisem
Charlie Griffen
Steve Grim
Peter Hughes
Dave Macaleer
Ed McGovern
Owen Owens
Lester W. Young

Editors
Peter Hughes

Graphics & Publishing
Jim Leonard

www.tu.org
www.valleyforgetu.org

Ed McGovern

TU members log on to

Trout in the Classroom

Project Healing Waters

Dave Dickens

VFTU Program Lead

Environmental Chairman

Jim Clark

to complete address change.

Pete Goodman

Coatesville VA Medical Center

Membership Chairman

Ken VanGilder

All others, send changes of address to:

Peter Lee

Royersford

www.tu.org

ValleyForgeTU@gmail.com

Thad Nowakowski

West Bradford
Chuck Kramer

Update our list by sending an Email to:

PA Regional Coordinator

peterkleemalvern@hotmail.com

Dave Riggio

YES! Please begin my one-year membership in Trout Unlimited. I understand my dues payment entitles me to all regular membership benefits
including a personal membership card and quarterly issues of Trout
magazine. VFTU members also receive our quarterly newsletter Bank-

Notes.

Name __________________________________________________________________
Address _______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________

Please select membership category:

□ Regular

$35

□ Family

$55

For other membership categories, visit the
Trout Unlimited website at www.tu.org

Payment enclosed: $ ________________
Make checks payable to Trout Unlimited

Pay by credit card:

City ___________________________________________________________________

Account Number: ______________________________________

State

________ Zip _____________

Name on Card: _________________________________________

Phone

_________ - _________ - ______________________

Expiration Date:_______/__________

*Email ________________________________________________________________

Signature: _____________________________________________

*Trout Unlimited does not make email addresses available to outside parties, for
any reason, ever. By providing your email address you help us reduce mailing and
printing costs, which in turn helps the environment.

Enclosed is my employer’s matching contribution gift form. This is in
addition to my membership application and payment.
To ensure correct New Member Rebate, the VFTU chapter number is: 290

Trout Unlimited is incorporated as a 501(C)3 non-profit, educational, charitable
organization, and all monetary and property donations are tax deductible to the
extent allowed by law.
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The Valley Forge Chapter of Trout Unlimited is dedicated to preserving, protecting, and
restoring trout habitat throughout Chester County, Pennsylvania.
Its 800+ members and affiliates are engaged in the fight to preserve our precious
coldwater resources. All similarly inclined persons are invited to join.

YES! Please begin my one-year membership in Trout Unlimited. I understand my dues payment entitles me to all regular membership benefits
including a personal membership card and quarterly issues of Trout
magazine. VFTU members also receive our quarterly newsletter Bank-

Please select membership category:

□ Regular

Address________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________

$55

For other membership categories, visit the
Trout Unlimited website at www.tu.org

Notes.

Name __________________________________________________________________

□ Family

$35

Payment enclosed: $ ________________
Make checks payable to Trout Unlimited

Pay by credit card:

City ___________________________________________________________________

Account Number:_______________________________________

State

________ Zip _____________

Name on Card: _________________________________________

Phone

_________ - _________ - ______________________

Expiration Date:_______/__________

*Email _________________________________________________________________

Signature: ______________________________________________

*Trout Unlimited does not make email addresses available to outside parties, for
any reason, ever. By providing your email address you help us reduce mailing and
printing costs, which in turn helps the environment.

Enclosed is my employer’s matching contribution gift form. This is in
addition to my membership application and payment.
To ensure correct New Member Rebate, the VFTU chapter number is: 290

Trout Unlimited is incorporated as a 501(C)3 non-profit, educational, charitable
organization, and all monetary and property donations are tax deductible to the
extent allowed by law.

VFTU

Hosted By

General Meetings

Valley Forge Trout Unlimited

are held at the

Sunday, May 21
at CCWA—Paradise Farm Camp
1300 Valley Creek Road, Downingtown, PA 19335
A full day of instruction on fly casting, fly fishing techniques,
entomology, knots, and fly fishing for trout.
Continental breakfast and lunch are included.
Questions? Call John Dettrey at (610) 220-9147

The school can accommodate approximately 30 students.
Please register early as slots fill up fast!!!
See page 9 for the registration form.
Registration forms can also be found at www.valleyforgetu.org

Chester Valley Grange
3285 Phoenixville Pike
Malvern, PA 19355
General Meetings are scheduled for
the second Thursdayof each month
7:30 PM
September through May
NOTE: No General Meeting in March,
June, July or August
The Grange is located just west of the PA Turnpike
crossing on Phoenixville Pike
Longitude 75.5410071 West
Latitude 40.0765783 North

Coming This Spring!
VFTU’s 43rd Annual TROUT SHOW
Live and in person!
See our website www.valleyforgetu.org for details next spring.

Looking forward to seeing you there

March 4 & 5
Lancaster County Convention Center,
25 South Queen St., Lancaster, PA 17602
https://flyfishingshow.com/lancaster-pa/

