
 

 

VALLEY FORGE TROUT UNLIMITED 

By Jim Leonard 

The first thing I want to do in this column is 

to thank all of you who donated to Valley 

Forge Trout Unlimited by buying the Main 

Raffle tickets we mailed to you, buying 

chances in our online sweepstakes and 

placing bids in our online auction in 

conjunction with our 42nd annual Trout 

Show this past March. Your support makes 

it possible for us to continue our work 

protecting cold water fisheries in Chester 

County. 

By the time you receive this newsletter, we 

will have held our May general meeting as 

an in-person event for the first time since 

2020. Although the future is uncertain, we 

are hoping to return to live general meetings 

on an ongoing basis, and a live trout show 

next year. Keep an eye on our website at 

www.valleyforgetu.org for announcements 

about these events. As a reminder, we do 

not hold general meetings in June, July or 

August. Our next one is scheduled for 

Thursday, September 8, and we hope to see 

you there. 

This year we have had 2 resignations from 

our board, both because of what seems to 

me to be the flimsy excuse that they are 

moving to other parts of the country. Al 

Renzi has been responsible for a number of 

valuable programs, including our 

membership survey, brook trout initiative, 

macro invertebrate survey and stream data 

gathering. Frank Donohoe worked tirelessly 

on a number of issues, including the PA 

Turnpike widening and Charlestown slip 

ramps. Among his many talents, he has an 

unusual tolerance for township meetings. 

Given the choice of a punch in the nose or 

attending a township meeting, I not sure 

which way I’d go.  

(Continued on page 2) 

By Mary Kuss 

I think that most fly fishers who have been 

at it long enough have a favorite hatch. 

There are several that I hold in high regard 

because of the great fishing they’ve created 

for me. Early Black or Brown Stoneflies, 

Tan Caddis, Sulphurs, BWO’s, Tricos, and 

even Midges are all in the running. But if I 

had to pick only one I wouldn’t hesitate for 

long before choosing Slate Drakes. 

I’ve fished over them in both June and 

October. And they hatch intermittently all 

summer on many Pocono streams. I once 

got an invitation in early-September to fish 

some private water on the Tobyhanna. The 

huge pool we were on was a long cast 

across, and featured a massive rock outcrop 

along the far side. The main current 

gathered against it, and trout were rising 

steadily in a scum line there. I could see a 

few mayflies floating along closer to me, 

but I had waded in as deeply as I dared and 

they were still out of reach. I tried several 

likely flies, but the fish studiously ignored 

them. After a while a single natural got 

swept into the back eddy in which I was 

standing. I watched as it came closer and 

closer. I was finally able to coax the insect 

onto my rod tip. There were some anxious 

moments as I maneuvered the rod so that I 

could get hold of the bug.  

I was perplexed at first. It was about a size 

14, dark dun wing with a reddish-brown 

body. It looked like a Hendrickson. In 

September? It wasn’t just one oddball 

either, there were a lot of them. And then I 

noticed the legs. The two rear sets were 

light in color, the front set dark. Aha! Good 

old Isonychia bicolor! But it sure looked 

like a Hendrickson, and my usual Slate 

Drake imitations were too large by far.  
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I put on a Hendrickson dry fly and started 

catching trout.    

Ridley Creek used to have good Slate 

Drake hatches, which were stronger in 

October than in June. Now, as with so 

many streams in our area, most hatches are 

a faint shadow of what they used to be. I 

remember fishing the Flat Rock Pool on 

one occasion and watching a bird gorging 

on newly emerged Slate Drake duns. It 

swooped back and forth over the stream 

until it had a beak-full, and then settled 

down on a rock to eat its catch. Various 

insect body parts stuck out of its beak every 

which-way. It reminded me of a cow with a 

mouthful of hay. 

I fished the Beaverkill one June day when 

the Slate Drakes were on. I was staying in a 

friend’s trailer at the Twin Islands 

Campsite. A mid-afternoon thunderstorm 

had driven me off the water. Lightning 

flashed, thunder boomed, and rain came 

down in buckets, pelting the trailer as I 

hunkered down inside. When it stopped I 

walked down to the stream to evaluate the 

situation before gearing up again to fish. I 

wasn’t optimistic. I found the near side of 

the stream muddy with run-off from the 

disturbed soil of the campground. There 

was a sharp line of demarcation between 

that muddy water and the rest of the stream, 

which was perfectly clear. On the seam 

between the muddy and the clear water a 

parade of Slate Drake duns was being 

carried along by the current, and numerous 

trout were feeding on them. I ran to get my 

gear. 

Kettle Creek in Potter County, PA has an 

excellent Slate Drake hatch. For many 

years I timed my trips to coincide with their 

June emergence. The Green Drakes get a 

lot more attention. I was lucky enough to 

hit them once on Kettle, purely by accident. 

That was the only time I’ve ever had 

hatching Green Drakes and the fish really 

on them. Yes, it was wonderful. But in my 

experience they are far too unreliable to 

plan a trip around. The Slate Drakes, on the 

other hand, are much more consistent. They 

emerge over a longer time frame, and you 

still have the pleasure of fishing a big fly 

that will bring big trout to the surface. 

My good friend Rabbit Jensen had a goal 

throughout much of her working life of 

retiring to Potter County and she did it, 

bless her heart. I knew she had her sights on 

a big trout she’d found in a particular pool 

on upper Kettle Creek. She’d named him 

“Mr. Brown.” She’d had encounters on 

several occasions, but had never gotten any 

satisfaction from him other than a few 

inspections and refusals. 

One year when I was on my annual June 

trip she took me to The Pool. I could see 

why this spot would hold a big trout. The 

head of the pool was deep and studded with 

large boulders. The current gathered against 

the far bank and deflected slightly toward 

the center, leaving a nice bit of slack water 

from which a trout could leisurely monitor 

the scum line. It was a perfect lie. I tried my 

best to talk her out of giving me a shot at 

Mr. Brown. But our fishing in other 

locations had been somewhat disappointing 

and she insisted I try for him. 

I started stalking into position to cover the 

prime lie. “Aren’t you going to work your 

way up from the tail of the pool?” she 

asked. This was her normal practice, since 

she knew there were a number of average 

fish that held in downstream positions.  

“No,” I replied. “If I do that, the smaller 

fish I push ahead of me will alert Mr. 

Brown that something’s afoot.”  

I was expecting and hoping for Slate 

Drakes, and even though there were none 

coming off at the moment I decided to try 

one first. We had seen some in the spider 

webs around the bridge, and my thought 

was that Mr. Brown had been seeing them 

too. I knotted my favorite parachute Slate 

Drake pattern to my tippet.  

I ran my fly down the main current at the 

head of the pool, once, twice, and on the 

third cast the fly disappeared into an 

impressive rise. As the fight began I 

queried, “Is it? Is it? “Yes! It’s Mr. 

Brown!” I handed my digital fishing 

camera to Rabbit and gave quick 

instructions in its use--too quick, as it 

turned out.  

Now I’d estimate this fish was around 15 

inches in length—not enormous, but quite 

impressive in a stream this size and miles 

above the upstream limit of stocking. I 

almost never carry a landing net, and 

neither does Rabbit. We are in agreement 

that it’s best not to subject a fish that’s to be 

released to the trauma of thrashing in a 

net—so long as you have a gentle touch and 

don’t tend to grab or squeeze when landing 

by hand. I played the trout to my feet, and 

as I reached down for the tippet the hook 

popped free. I watched him swim back 

home.  

“Well, no grip ‘n grin shot,” Rabbit said. 

“But we’ve got pictures!” When she handed 

me the camera I was excited to view the 

photos she’d taken during the fight. But 

there were none. Unfamiliar with my 

camera, she didn’t realize that it had a two-

step shutter. You get a beep when it’s ready 

to fire, and a sort of “ka-chick” sound when 

it does. Every time she heard the beep, she 

thought she’d taken a picture. She was 

horrified, but I wasn’t. It was only a mild 

disappointment. The mental pictures I have 

are still as vivid as ever. 

(Continued from page 1) 

Slate Drake Memories 

Notes from the Prez 

His latest achievement was reaching an 

agreement for a Covenants of Restrictions 

with the developers of the Knickerbocker 

site.  

Al and Frank both have worked long and 

hard to protect Valley Creek. I will miss 

their company and their advice.  

Summer will soon be here, and with it 

warmer air and water temperatures. If you 

fish streams capable of holding trout over, 

when water temperatures exceed 68 

degrees, give them a break and take 

advantage of the many warm water 

fisheries available in this area. Warmer 

water holds less dissolved oxygen, and 

mortality rates increase for caught and 

released fish in these conditions. It really is 

a shame when you live where there are so 

many places to fish, but it’s a burden we all 

have to bear. 

(Continued from page 1) 
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It is Sunday morning April 24th as I sit 

down to write this. Jim’s Nag-O-Gram says 

it is due tomorrow. Ugh! It is a gorgeous 

spring day outside - 

61°F at 10:00 a.m., 

bright sun shine and 

a robin’s egg blue 

sky. The wrens have 

entered one of our 

bird houses and we 

have bluebirds in the 

box John Johnson 

made that is in our 

garden. I am heading 

out for a wildflower 

walk later but still 

haven’t made time 

to go fishing this season. Perhaps the creek 

side wildflower walk will stimulate me to 

get the rod out. 

Could use some help  

In my last article I mentioned the salt issue 

– that of increasing salinity levels in all of 

our Chester County streams (actually it is a 

much larger issue with many states looking 

into the problem). This isn’t just about 

spikes when road salt is applied. This is 

background levels in the aquifers feeding 

our streams. Stroud Water Research Center 

reached out to us to see if we would be 

interested in co-producing an educational 

pamphlet on the salinity issue on Valley 

Creek. We said, sure we would. We are 

looking for some folks to volunteer to help 

with this project. The people we are looking 

for are those that have some technical 

expertise to do some of the graphics and 

formatting, GIS mapping, and data 

summaries. If you think you would like to 

help out, please contact me Pete Goodman 

at either peteg5020@gmail.com or my cell 

phone 610-655-5020. 

Wilson Farm Park Rain Gardens 

This past weekend three VFTU volunteers 

along with some help from the Tredyffrin 

EAC and some youngsters who were 

masterful weed pullers, we performed some 

early spring maintenance on the rain 

gardens in Wilson Farm Park. The invasive 

mug wort had been treated leaving bare 

spots to be roughed up and seeded. There 

was a lot of weeding which the youngsters 

really took care of. There was to have been 

a redbud for the larger garden which didn’t 

quite make it there on Saturday. A witch 

hazel was planted near the center of the 

smaller garden. There were also some sun 

flowers planted in the large garden. We 

keep trying to turn these gardens into a 

pleasing to look at and functioning 

stormwater amenity that they should be. 

Thank you to all who participated. 

Grants 

Here are some updates on our various 

grants. 

Crabby Creek Infiltration Trenches 

Jacobs Engineering has been surveying and 

designing the infiltration trenches under 

Chuck Marshall’s watchful eye. But that is 

not all Chuck has been doing… He and 

Anne Murphy have been scheming to try 

and find funding for as many trench 

installations as possible. And right now, 

there seems to be a lot of grant money 

sources available. So here is a brief 

synopsis of where I believe they are with 

trench designs and funding. 

Jacobs Engineering is grant funded to 

review the Crabby Creek Watershed and 

recommend areas where infiltration 

trenches with be effective and buildable. 

They have developed a list of six locations 

and have produced estimated construction 

costs for those projects. Of the six projects 

there is funding for four trenches to 100% 

design and bid package documents. The 

other two trenches will be designed to 80% 

and that will exhaust the funding from a 

Valley Creek Trustee Council grant. 

A Growing Greener grant was received by 

VFTU in the amount of $256,300.00 for the 

construction of the trenches. The cost to 

build the trenches varies from a low of 

$131,000 to a high of $265,000, with two 

being in the $151,000 range and the 

remaining two more being in the $182,000 

range. So obviously, we are short of 

funding for the construction of even the 

four fully designed trenches. 

Other Grant Applications 

As I said there are quite a few funding 

opportunities out there. So here is what 

Chuck and Anne and Pete Hughes have 

been chasing down and are submitting 

proposals or application to. 

 The National Fish and Wildlife 

Foundation: a grant application in the 

amount of $131,000.00 was submitted 

in April. 

 The Schuylkill River Restoration Fund 

grant: a letter of intent has been 

submitted and a presentation to the grant 

committee is scheduled for May 6th. It 

is anticipated that the application will be 

in the amount of $80,000. 

 Anonymous Foundation: We were 

contacted through the Valley Creek 

Restoration Partnership’s website by a 

Foundation which wishes to remain 

anonymous. Discussions are ongoing 

but it appears that a proposal for 

approximately $50,000 will be 

submitted. 

 Chester County Finance Department: 

Chester County has Rescue Act money 

and has recently noticed the community 

that the money is available through a 

grant process. It appears that there will 

be an application for some amount 

between $50,000 and $75,000. We are 

coordinating with Tredyffrin Township 

on our asks to this source. 

 PA Department of Economic 

Development: Is offering grants funded 

by Marcellus Gas money. The amount 

of the application will probably be 

around $100,000. 

All of the above bulleted opportunities have 

due date for submission of the proposal or 

application before the end of May. That is a 

ton of work. Thank you for your diligence 

and fortitude Chuck. 

Jeff Schmid, Fisheries Biologist for the PA 

Fish & Boat Commission who regularly 

attends the Valley Creek Restoration 

Partnership meetings let the group know of 

a new grant opportunity coming out of the 

Federal Government. It was announced 

4/11/2022 and was sponsored by the 

Executive Branch and the Departments of 

Interior, Agriculture and Defense. It was 

the launch of $1 Billion. The America the 

Beautiful Challenge is to support and 

accelerate locally led conservation and 

restoration projects. Thanks for the info on 

this opportunity Jeff. 

(Continued on page 4) 

Pete Goodman 

Environmental Update 
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These Crabby Creek infiltration trenches 

will make a difference in the quantity and 

the quality of the stormwater runoff 

reaching Crabby, Little Valley and Valley 

Creeks. This is another project coming out 

of a partnership between VFTU and 

Tredyffrin Township originating out of the 

Valley Creek Restoration Partnership. 

Valley Creek Monitoring 

For about two years we have had 

monitoring stations in Valley Creek 

bracketing the Knickerbocker site. The data 

keeps coming. But at the end of 2021 we 

lost Al Renzi, good friend and board 

member to a move out of state. He had been 

the lead person on the maintenance of the 

monitoring equipment. Luckily for us Pete 

Hughes stepped in and took on the 

maintenance responsibilities. But the 

maintenance of the sensor stations requires 

more than one or two people. Remember 

that old saying that many hands makes for 

light work. Well, that is still true. We need 

more people to step up and help us with the 

sensor maintenance.  

Wednesday, this week, the developer of the 

Knickerbocker site is putting what we are 

thinking is his final plan in front of the East 

Whiteland Planning Commission. Frank 

Donohoe has been speaking with the 

developer in order to have them provide a 

covenant of restrictions for the riparian 

corridor along Valley Creek. We have been 

communicating for several years now with 

the developer and have made it very clear 

that our support of this project is tied to 

strong stormwater management and the 

protection of Valley Creek.  

Brook Trout Habitat Monitoring 

Pete Hughes led our intrepid macro 

samplers out for several rounds of sampling 

macroinvertebrates in March. The locations 

sampled were two sites in Valley and 

Pickering Creeks and in Bryn Coed. The 

samples were sent off for analysis and we 

are awaiting results. 

Brook Trout Fertilized Egg 
Planting 

Pete Hughes has also taken on recovering 

the vibert boxes that held the trout eggs that 

were planted in various local streams. Pete 

Hughes and Jim Clark pulled the boxes 

once there was a break in the March 

weather. They took Jim’s dip net and were 

surprised by the size of the brook trout they 

found in McIlvaine Run – they were quite 

large for young of the year. However, 

disappointment was the result in checking 

out the Historic Yellow Springs site where 

no young of the year were found. Celebrate 

our successes and learn from our defeats. 

Tredyffrin Township’s Citizen 
Stormwater Taskforce 

The Taskforce is still working to finalize its 

recommendations to the township. Two 

areas where the Taskforce is really making 

headway is the Township’s consideration of 

a stormwater fee to fund infrastructure 

repairs, maintenance and capital projects 

and the second is the addition of tree 

protection ordinance. The value of the work 

that this taskforce has done for Tredyffrin is 

incalculable. 

Chester County Water Resources 
Authority 

The Water Resources Authority has been 

busy getting the word out on the revised 

model stormwater ordinance. There will be 

Model Ordinance Implementation 

Workshops coming up: the first on Friday, 

May 6th at from 9:00 until 11:00 a.m. and 

the second on Tuesday, May 24th 

beginning at 1:00 p.m. The revised model 

ordinance is a step forward with some new 

and enhanced provisions. I wish it were 

stronger. 

Also, the Water Resources Authority and 

the Conservation District will be putting on 

another of their semi-annual Watershed 

Round Tables on Wednesday May 11th at 

1:00 p.m. I have found these meeting very 

informative and great for making 

connections in the conservation 

community. 

Envirothon 

The Conservation District will again be 

holding the Chester County Envirothon. 

The Chester County Conservation District 

sponsors this annual environmental 

educational program with Chester County 

Facilities and Parks, hosting it at Hibernia 

County Park. Each year students from 

public, private, parochial, and home 

schools, grades 3-12, celebrate months of 

research, exploration, and preparation with 

an enjoyable outdoor competition and 

measure of learning. This year the 

Envirothon will be held May 4th and 5th. 

Bishop Tube 

At the Valley Creek Restoration 

Partnership meeting in April Jeff Schmid 

related that Roux Associates, Inc. 

performed sampling for “PFAS” chemicals 

– the so called forever chemicals – and did 

so at the behest of the responsible parties, 

Johnson Matthey Inc. and Whittaker after a 

review of the comments to the DEP 

remediation plan. This is the body of the 

email that I received that speaks to that 

testing. 

Update since 2/23/2022: 

In March 2022, Roux Associates, Inc., on 

behalf of Johnson Matthey Inc. and 

Whittaker, conducted sampling for per- and 

polyfluoroalkyl substances (“PFAS”).  

 PFAS are man-made chemicals, are 

resistant to heat, water and oil, and 

persist in the environment and the 

human body. PFAS are not found 

naturally in the environment.  

 They have been used to make 

cookware, carpets, clothing, fabrics for 

furniture, paper packaging for food, 

and other materials that are resistant to 

water, grease, or stains. They are also 

used in firefighting foams and in a 

number of industrial processes.  

On April 1, 2022, DEP received the results 

from this sampling. The results are 

available for review on DEP’s webpage for 

the Site: www.dep.pa.gov/bishoptube or by 

following this link directly: PFAS 

Sampling Results 

 Samples were collected from 

groundwater and surface water.  

 Perfluorooctanoic acid (PFOA) was 

detected in sampled groundwater 

monitoring wells at concentrations 

ranging from 2.58 parts per trillion 

(ppt) to 142 ppt.  

 

(Continued from page 3) 

(Continued on page 5) 

Environmental Update 



 

WWW.VALLEYFORGETU.ORG Summer 2022 5 

 Perfluorooctane sulfonate (“PFOS”) 

concentrations in sampled groundwater 

monitoring wells ranged from not 

detected to 8.04 ppt. 

 Combined concentrations of PFOA and 

PFOS exceeded DEP's current Statewide 

Health Standards of 70 ppt in 8 of the 16 

monitoring wells sampled.  

 Perfluorobutane sulfonate (“PFBS”) 

concentrations in sampled groundwater 

monitoring wells ranged from not 

detected to 6.55 ppt. 

 None of the groundwater samples 

exceeded the applicable DEP Statewide 

health standards for PFBS of 10,000 ppt.  

 Concentrations of PFOA in surface 

water ranged from 7.05 ppt to 30.5 ppt. 

 Combined PFOA/PFOS concentrations 

are below the current Health Advisory 

Levels (HALs) established by the 

Environmental Protection Agency. 

There are currently no water quality 

standards established for PFAS 

compounds in surface water, but HALs 

have been used as permit limits for 

wastewater discharges under certain 

situations.  

 DEP is evaluating the data in order to 

further understand the impact of this 

information and to determine the next 

appropriate steps.  

 

 

 There is not expected to be any exposure 

to these compounds to residents in 

neighboring communities who are 

connected to a public water supply. PFAS 

compounds are not considered a vapor 

intrusion concern. 

 Residents are encouraged to visit DEP’s 

PFAS webpage at www.dep.pa.gov/pfas 

to learn more about these emerging 

contaminants.  

 Additional information will be provided 

in future community updates. 

If you would like to be removed from this 

distribution list, please contact  

RA-EP-SEROECB@pa.gov . Please include 

“Bishop Tube Updates” as the subject of 

your e-mail.  

Thank you for your continued interest in 

DEP’s work at the Bishop Tube HSCA Site.  

What grinds my gizzard about this is, that in 

conversations with DEP it was disclosed to 

Jeff that this testing/sampling was done at 

the request of the responsible parties and not 

demanded by DEP earlier. Where is our 

environmental protection? It doesn’t seem to 

be coming from PA DEP? 

And then there are the two parcels adjacent 

to Bishop Tube that were part of the original 

plan but are now part of a separate 

development plan. Their stormwater 

management is to infiltrate their runoff. 

Wouldn’t that be dandy? Increased ground 

water coming from above, up gradient and 

flowing through the Bishop Tube site 

increasing the amount of toxins being rinsed 

from the contaminated site. Who is thinking 

about this stuff except the neighbors and me? 

Who is doing the due diligence for the 

developer?  

Annual Valley Creek Clean-up 

We had a lovely day for our annual Valley 

Creek Clean-up. We were shy of some of our 

usual volunteers due to crazy mixed-up 

schedules. But we were told the Open Land 

Conservancy had worked hard on their 

sections of the stream in their preserves 

which allowed us to concentrate on some 

other areas. We specifically targeted the 

Ecology Park, Valley Creek Park and 

downstream to the township line in East 

Whiteland Township and the Chesterbrook 

area in Tredyffrin Township. We collected 

approximately 150 pounds of trash with a 

few interesting items which included a 

lacrosse stick, a piece of automobile bumper, 

three tires, one with the wheel and a 

substantial length of garden hose. 

I try to remember to take a plastic bag with 

me when I am out and about, whether it is 

just walking the dogs or fishing or whatever. 

Everywhere I go I find a bit of trash and pick 

it up. The best days are when I barely have 

to get that plastic bag out at all. The worst 

are when my old back gets sore from 

bending to pick up other’s discards. But it is 

always satisfying to leave an area cleaner 

than when I arrived. Although I must admit, 

that I sometimes leave my fishing flies 

attached to branches and very occasionally to 

fish. 

Have a great spring and summer everyone. 

Get outside and enjoy this most special time 

of the year. 

(Continued from page 4) 

Environmental Update 

If you see a spill or fish kill, report directly to the following and 
call any officer or board member (see the inside back cover of 
BankNotes): 

Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission 

Illegal Fishing, Poaching , Disturbance of a Waterway,  
Fish Kills or Illegal Dumping 

Our local WCO, Bob Bonney, has requested emergencies be 
reported immediately to him via his cell phone: (610) 637-6398 
and to the  
Southeast Region of the PA F&BC at (717) 626-0228 
(8:00 AM – 4:00 PM weekdays)  

Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection 

Fish Kills , Illegal Dumping:, Water Quality or Pollution 

Emergencies should be reported immediately by telephone to the 
Southeast Regional Office at (484) 250-5900  
(24 hours a day, 7 days a week) 

Chester County Conservation District 

Erosion and Sedimentation Issues 

(610) 925-4920 

Chester County Health Department 

Well and Septic Issues 

(610) 344-6225 
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By Jim Clark 

For the past year, I have been sitting in on 

our chapter Board meetings. Not because I 

want to rejoin the Board, oh Hell no, but it 

lets me stay in the loop and get to know 

some of the newer Board members and their 

chapter activities. I don’t get to vote on 

anything, but I do have a lot of fun reverting 

back to my ex-spook past, watching and 

listening. 

I was astounded to learn that our Trout in 

the Classroom (TIC) program, headed up by 

Dave Dickens, now has 16 schools enrolled. 

As you might know, this program involves 

hatching trout eggs in aquariums, feeding 

the fry for a few months, then releasing 

them in Approved Trout Waters. This gives 

kids a chance to see what happens in a trout 

stream. Kind of. 

Stepping outside, we have another really 

neat project, planting trout eggs in suitable 

nursery waters via the Whitlock-Vibert box 

method. VFTU began this program back in 

1979 and ran for about ten years before we 

lost our source of eggs. I really missed this 

project. Back then we used to have habitat 

enhancement workdays, i.e., rock rolling 

and deflector building, one Sunday a month 

year round. These sessions used to draw 

maybe 10 or 12 volunteers. Then November 

would roll around, and 25 to 30 folks would 

show up for the egg planting sessions, often 

folks I didn’t know. For thirty years this 

project was just a fond memory. 

In 2018 Dave Whitlock wrote an article in 

TROUT magazine detailing this method of 

trout propagation. Board member Al Renzi 

saw this article and having more energy and 

tentacles than most of us mere mortals, got 

the chapter to revisit it in 2019. This first 

effort planted 5000 Brook Trout eggs, half 

in Historic Yellow Springs, and the other 

half in McIlvaine Run, a small tributary to 

West Valley Creek, which was ground zero 

for our earlier efforts. Al went back a time 

or two to monitor these plantings and did 

see a very few baby trout. Then came the 

2020 shutdown and the project was put on 

hold. Last November we gave it another 

shot, also using brookie eggs. We were 

blessed with no high water events during 

our short window between when the eggs 

were planted, hatched, and the fry absorbed 

their egg sacs to wriggle up though the 

gravel to become free-swimming fry. This 

doesn’t happen every year.  

We have been back several times to monitor 

the sites. On the first visit we found several 

sac fry in the lowest box at McIlvaine, and 

decided to leave the rest alone for a month. 

At Yellow Springs I managed to get my 

minny net under a herd of dace, a darter or 

two, a baby White Sucker, and an inch long 

Rock Bass, along with some salamanders, 

but no trout. We did observe some fish 

diving into the leaf litter on the bottom, 

something the dace don’t usually do, but I 

didn’t manage to get the net under them to 

determine what they were. 

We went back a month later, but the results 

at Yellow Springs were the same. At 

McIlvaine the results were much better. I 

netted a half dozen brookies, an inch and a 

half to two inches in length. These were put 

in a minnow bucket and moved upstream 

about 50 yards, where there is more cover, 

but not before Pete Hughes placed several 

in a jar and took photos of them. Les Young 

posted these on our Facebook page and said 

there were more hits on these photos than 

any other photos that he has posted. This 

does not surprise me at all. Back in the old 

days, Joe Armstrong always said that he felt 

like handing out cigars when I would come 

up with a net full of the little buggers. A 

little creepy, but pretty accurate. 

(Continued on page 7) 

For Sale! 

Leaders with 
Tippet Rings 

already attached! 
All you have to do is add your tippet. 

Leaders last longer and no need to tie 

blood knots, so you save time and money. 

Available in 7 ½ and 9 ft. Lengths 

Tapered to 3X or 5X 

1 for $3.50, 2 for $6.00 

shipping included 

To order, contact  Charlie Griffen at  

c.griffenod @ verizon.net 

All proceeds go to VFTU 

Help Wanted: TIC TOC 

Books for Sale 
Private library of classic and 

modern books on Fishing, 

Hunting, Nature and Golf. 

Gill, Halford, Jennings, LeBranche, 

Schweibert, Marinaro, etc. 

Contact: 

tedmckenzie78@yahoo.com 

ARE YOU CONNECTED?? 

You should be getting emails from National TU and from Valley Forge Trout Unlimited. 

If you are not receiving emails from Valley Forge Trout Unlimited, or would like to 

change your email address, please send an email to: 

peterkleemalvern@hotmail.com  

Please note that neither VFTU nor TU National shares your email address with third parties. 

mailto:tedmckenzie78@yahoo.com
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Help Wanted: TIC TOC 

 

5716 Kennett Pike, Suite D 

Centerville, DE 19807 

Hours: Tue thru Friday 10 am-7pm 
Saturday 10 am-5 pm 

Phone: 302-654-6515 

Mobile: 302-743-0966 

Fax: 302-654-6533 
Email: terry@amarbleheadflyfisher.com 

Terry Peach 

A Marblehead Flyfisher 

Please 
Patronize 

Our 
Advertisers 

Their generous 

donations and 

discounts make 

our raffles 

possible. 

Thanks! 

VFTU 

 Dr. Charles Griffen 

 Owner / Licensed Guide 

 troutbumod@gmail.com 

 EyeFlyFish 

 Guide Service 

 610-594-0648 

Unfortunately for VFTU, Al moved out of 

the area this past December. Fortunately, 

the brook trout egg planting program, 

macroinvertebrate sampling of local 

streams, Mayfly Data Logger work to 

monitor Valley Creek, and the brook trout 

discovery project with Stroud Water 

Research Center are continuing. VFTU 

reached out to the members and a 

number of folks raised their hands and are 

helping. VFTU will be contacting more of 

these folks as the projects proceed. And, if 

this sounds like something you might like, 

please contact Jim Leonard, VFTU 

president. Trout in the Classroom (TIC) is 

very well covered, but Trout Outside the 

Classroom (TOC) can always use more 

hands. TIC TOC… 

(Continued from page 6) 

By Len Zappolo 
Instagram @fly_fishing_tightlines 
Instagram @valleyforgetu 

Summer Blue Quill 
Summer Blue Quills hatch just about 

every morning (June 1 – September 30) 

throughout the summer as early as 6 a.m.  

Some of the best mornings can be when 

it’s cool or inclement since the newly 

emerged duns can’t easily take flight. 

Material List – Blue Dun 

Hook: Standard dry fly, size 18-20 (size 

18 shown) 

Thread: 8/0 gray 

Tail: Light dun hackle fibers 

Body: Gray dubbing 

Hackle: Light dun 

 

Directions 

Tie in the tail on top of the hook and wrap 

it to just before the bend.  The tail should 

be as long as the hook shank.  Next, dub 

the body from the base of the tail to an 

eye length behind the eye.  And finally, tie 

in the hackle at the near side of the hook 

and take four to five turns to just behind 

the eye.  Do a four or five turn whip finish 

and cut the thread free. 

 

Nymph: Dark Pheasant Tail, size 18-24 

nymph hook 

Other flies hatching concurrently 

Yellow Sally June 1 – August 10 

(afternoon) 

Green Sedge May 1 – August 30 

(afternoon and evening) 

Keep it simple.  

Don’t overthink it  

and smash those barbs! 

Practice safe catch and 

release. 

Len’s Fly Tying Corner 
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By Mary Kuss 

There’s a common misconception among 

fly fishers that trout always feed selectively 

and that insects are always the food in ques-

tion. In fact most feeding activity by trout 

and other predatory fish is opportunistic in 

nature. And all gamefish, especially the 

larger ones, readily feed on minnows. 

Streamer patterns are the fly fisher’s min-

now imitations, although not all streamers 

are imitative. Like other fly types they may 

be designed to broadly suggest a number of 

different prey species. Or they can be tied 

in unnaturally bright colors and function as 

“attractors.” All of these streamer types 

work by triggering a fish’s primal predatory 

instinct. 

Streamer fishing is a perfect starting point 

for the rookie fly fisher. In the classic meth-

od of swinging a streamer downstream, 

several of the skills that beginners find frus-

trating to master are largely removed from 

the equation. You can get away with cast-

ing skills that are less than perfect. The 

current will remove any slack from the line 

and leader for you. Within reasonable limits 

casting accuracy and delicacy are not criti-

cal. Unless the fly is heavily-weighted or 

the current very slow, chances of hanging 

up on the bottom and losing your fly are 

relatively slim.  

This less complicated style of fly fishing 

frees you to focus on other critical skills 

such as reading the water, wading safely 

and stealthily, and managing and control-

ling your fly line effectively. You may be 

able to see your fly and how it’s fishing. 

Streamers often “move” trout from their 

lies even if they don’t strike. This is very 

educational. You can discover the places 

where fish hold and what fly and presenta-

tion elicit a “follow,” a “pull,” or maybe 

even a hook-up.  

During 50+ years of fly fishing, I’ve had a 

chance to see fly patterns of all kinds 

evolve and change. I think that streamer 

flies as a category are particularly prone to 

trends. I’ve watched popular streamer pat-

terns shift from the array of feather-wing 

streamers and bucktails that were the choic-

es when I started out, through the Muddler 

Minnow era and on to the Woolly Bugger-

types that still dominate today.  

Once established in the fly fishing con-

sciousness Woolly Buggers became the 

streamer style of choice for most anglers. 

This very versatile fly can be tied in a rain-

bow of different colors, with the addition of 

sparkle or flash, weighted or unweighted, 

with bead-heads or cone-heads, and even 

rubber legs. Despite the myriad of varia-

tions, however, plain or bead-head 

‘Buggers in black or olive remain by far the 

most popular.  

A recent trend is toward Big Streamers. 

Although intended for trout fishing, some 

of them look more like something you’d 

throw at Largemouth Bass, Pike, or Striped 

Bass. It’s the old “Big Fly, Big Fish” theory 

that’s been around forever. Personally, I 

find it far too grim to spend my day sling-

ing something the size and weight of a dead 

Gerbil for the vague promise of a monster 

trout or two. It’s just too much work.  

If you want to tie and fish imitative stream-

er patterns, you will need to find out which 

minnow species are dominant where you’re 

fishing. As a general rule I don’t believe 

it’s necessary to imitate a single species. 

Most of the time it works fine to choose 

flies that suggest groups of species that are 

similar in size, shape, behavior, and color. 

On most trout streams, baitfish fall into a 

few broad categories. There are bottom-

dwellers such as sculpins and darters, 

brownish minnows like dace, and silvery 

minnows such as shiners and immature 

White Chubs.  

My personal theory of imitation is that it’s 

unnecessary to incorporate a lot of detail 

into any fly pattern. I don’t believe that fish 

run through a checklist of features in an 

artificial fly before making an “eat or don’t-

eat” decision. That’s how humans think, 

and fish simply don’t have the right kind of 

brain to do this. Fish react to stimuli—what 

the late, brilliant Gary LaFontaine called 

“triggers.” Note that in addition to the ap-

pearance of the fly as tied, triggering stimu-

li also include internal motion of the mate-

rials within the fly once it’s in the water, as 

well as movement imparted by the angler. 

All that’s needed in an effective imitation is 

to identify a few key triggers and incorpo-

rate them into your fly and your presenta-

tion. An effective fly pattern does not have 

to look like a perfect clone of the natural to 

you.    

 

Silvery minnows are very common in the 

streams I fish most. These have white bel-

lies, gray to olive backs, and some silver on 

the sides. I’ve found that streamers incorpo-

rating those colors, in whatever configura-

tion you’d like, draw more strikes than oth-

er streamer patterns. Remember, your fly 

doesn’t have to strongly resemble the natu-

ral, it just has to hit the key triggers.  

All-white minnow patterns can also work 

very well. Ed Shenk’s White Streamer is a 

perfect example. Predatory fish swim 

around with healthy minnows all the time 

and usually ignore them because they’re too 

hard to catch. However, a predator will 

quickly detect a sick or injured minnow by 

its altered appearance and behavior and this 

is an opportunity they find hard to resist. I 

believe that when a predatory fish sees 

white, it’s because the prey is in a vulnera-

ble state. The minnow has been caught out 

in the open and the predator is seeing it 

from below, or it is in distress and unable to 

maintain its equilibrium. The color white is 

therefore a powerful trigger in a streamer 

pattern, signaling an easy meal. 

Jeff Blood’s “White Death” is another ex-

cellent white streamer pattern. It was de-

signed to suggest the Emerald Shiner, a 

very important forage species in the Great 

Lakes and their tributaries. This is essen-

tially a #8 white rabbit-strip Zonker. Jeff 

has worked out a tying method that allows 

this fly to be very efficiently mass-

produced by the tyer so that the flies can be 

fished along the stream bottom without 

worrying too much about losing a lot of 

them—which you will. You can find a pat-

tern recipe and tying directions on-line. 

An important concept is that at the moment 

a predatory fish first sees potential prey it is 

only seeing it from a single perspective. 

The reaction of a predator that’s seriously 

in the mood to feed is instantaneous. The 

predator does not swim in a circle around 

the prey to check it out from all angles be-

fore grabbing it. Sometimes, however, a 

trout or other gamefish may follow your 

streamer but ultimately refuse it. This is an 

indication that your fly and presentation are 

close, but not quite right. This fish is inter-

ested, “a player,” and changing your fly 

and/or presentation is always worth a try in 

these circumstances.  
(Continued on page 9) 

Streamer Fishing 
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By Pete Goodman 

We are a group of environmentalists who 

also like to fish – primarily for trout. 

Our Mission:  To Preserve, Protect, and 

Restore the cold water resources of Chester 

County. 

What does the Valley Forge Trout 
Unlimited do? 

Annually we: 

 Hold two fundraisers each year.  One 

in the fall, generally the Clean Streams 

Raffle and one in the spring which is 

our Trout Show.  The Trout Show is 

the biggest fund raiser and it consists 

of raffles for quality merchandise and 

gear and a guest speaker who is usually 

well known in fishing circles 

 Hold a Fly Fishing School every year 

on the Sunday after Mothers Day.  This 

is an educational event for ages 12 and 

up.  It is for beginners or experienced 

fly fishermen.  We encourage young 

people to attend and have had many 

families and friends go through the 

school.  We charge $60.00 for adults 

and $30.00 for young people under the 

age of 16.  It is an all day school 

running from 8:30 AM until 6:30 PM.  

Three meals are included plus one on 

one guided fishing for 1½ hours at the 

end of the day. 

 Participate in Representative Duane 

Milne’s Kids Fest each spring.  We 

encourage young people to become 

youth members in Trout Unlimited.  

We display information about 

ourselves.  We usually have streambed 

samples in an aquarium for the kids to 

see what lives in the streams around us.  

This year will have the ability to raffle 

off for free a L.L. Bean starter fly 

fishing outfit and a landing net. 

 Support 16 Trout in the Classroom 

Projects.  This is a joint project 

between the PA Fish & Boat 

Commission and PA Council of Trout 

Unlimited.  We support the local 

school who participate in the program.  

We generally donate $200.00 to help 

defray the start up costs of the 

program.  Many of our schools have 

been participating for many years. 

 Participate actively in the Valley Creek 

Restoration Partnership and the Valley 

Creek Coalition.  These are two very 

different organizations with very 

different goals.  The partnership, now 

over 20 years old, was formed to 

include local, county, state and federal 

entities that have a stake in Valley 

Creek.  The purpose of the partnership 

is to identify projects and assist in 

getting them implemented and done to 

improve the watershed.  The coalition 

on the other hand is comprised of non-

profit organizations that came together 

in the 1970’s and 1980’s to restore the 

health of Valley Creek.  This group is 

more inclined to challenge a developer 

or land owner if they are doing 

something detrimental to the creek in 

the watershed.  This group has sued 

Penn DOT and PA DEP.  It has 

obtained a settlement agreement with 

PA DEP regarding the review of 

cumulative effects of pollution on 

Valley Creek before any NPDES 

permit is issued. 

 
(Continued on page 10) 

Size of streamer patterns can matter, but 

I’ve whittled my personal streamer selec-

tion down to just a few: 6, 8, and 10. These 

take in the most common size range of for-

age minnows, are easy to cast, and with 

added weight will fish as deep in the water 

column as I want to go. I usually tie them 

on 3XL hooks, and prefer to use bead heads 

or dumbbell eyes when added weight is 

desired. If you are happy bottom-dredging 

with streamers, you may have to resort to 

adding split shot to the leader.  

I carry Woolly Buggers in black, white, 

chartreuse, and tan with various enhance-

ments. My size 10 buggers use a rabbit fur 

tail rather than marabou. Although most of 

my streamer fishing is done with Buggers, I 

also carry a smattering of other patterns 

because I’m a firm believer in having a 

“change-up” or two available when the usu-

al choices aren’t working. My roster of al-

ternate patterns is quite subjective and in a 

perpetual state of evolution.       

So, how does one effectively fish a stream-

er pattern? There’s really no wrong way. 

Minnows do die and drift with the current, 

so dead-drifting a streamer is in no way 

incorrect. However, unless there are a lot of 

dead minnows present predatory fish are 

more likely to react to a streamer fished 

with some action. Casting downstream and 

swinging/retrieving is basic. Trial and error 

is necessary to determine the most effective 

speed and style of retrieve. Fast, slow, 

steady, stop-and-go—experiment and the 

fish will let you know what they like. 

One of the biggest mistakes fly fishers 

make with streamers is to use too light a 

tippet. Light tippets are necessary only 

when the angler is trying to get a drag-free 

presentation. Since streamers are being ac-

tively fished drag is not an issue and there 

is no advantage to using a thin, flexible 

tippet. I most often use 3X tippet and never 

go lighter than 4X. I’ll go heavier without 

hesitation if I’m having trout break me off 

on the strike.  

Long tippets are also unnecessary with 

streamers. They make it much more diffi-

cult to “turn over” a relatively heavy fly 

when casting. Twelve to eighteen inches of 

tippet is plenty. “Wind knots,” or other tan-

gles in your leader when streamer fishing 

are an indication that you should shorten 

your tippet, change to a heavier tippet, and/

or try a shorter leader.     

If you’re unaccustomed to fishing heavy 

flies, and find the process difficult, you 

may need to consciously adjust your casting 

style when fishing streamers. The pause on 

the backcast often needs to be a little long-

er, and you may want to open your loop a 

bit by making a longer, smoother loading 

move. 

I hope that I’ve given you some useful ide-

as and that you’re encouraged to do more 

streamer fishing. 

(Continued from page 8) 

Who We Are and What We Do 

Streamer Fishing 
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Who We Are and What We Do 

 Attend township meetings to stay 

engaged in the community and 

participate in items which may affect 

Valley Creek.  We have been part of 

negotiations on numerous 

developments.  Most recently the 

expansion projects on Route 202 and the 

PA Turnpike (on going) as well as the 

Uptown Worthington Development and 

Atwater.  We also comment on local and 

state regulatory changes if they affect 

Valley Creek or other watersheds of 

concern. 

 We began a Veterans Service Program 

in 2013 that works with our wounded 

vets using fly fishing and fly tying to 

help them toward better heath, now 

known as Project Healing Waters Fly 

Fishing. 

What has Valley Forge Trout 
Unlimited Done? 

 We have been a leader in pushing 

effective stormwater controls on 

development.  We have been aggressive 

learning about stormwater and applying 

that knowledge to obtain progressive 

stormwater ordinances locally and 

statewide. 

 We have participated with developments 

in the area to enhance their stormwater 

management plans.  Examples of such 

successes are the main campus of 

Vanguard, the current Route 202 

expansion, the PA Turnpike Slip Ramps 

at Route 29 and the proposed widening 

project from the Slip Ramps to Valley 

Forge, the Uptown Worthington 

development, Atwater – and these are 

just the recent ones. 

 

 We have done projects with Valley 

Forge National Historical Park such as 

riparian buffer restoration along Valley 

Creek, stream bank protection/revetment 

project to protect a sewer line, 

temperature monitoring of Valley Creek 

and most recently our partnership to 

create the Keeper of the Stream 

program. 

 We have done many projects outside of 

the park in the greater Valley Creek 

watershed area. 

 We have done a  number of 

demonstration rain gardens 

 We have done habitat improvement 

project on the main stem of Valley 

Creek and its tributaries 

 We have attempted to restore native 

wild brook trout to a home tributary to 

Valley Creek 

 We have done stream restoration, 

stabilization and relocations projects in 

and out of the watershed 

 We’ve gotten home owners involved 

with their own stormwater management 

through a Back Yard Ecology program 

 We have support grants for a 

demonstration green roof on a local 

elementary school 

 We initiated and ran a stream 

temperature monitoring program with 

more than 20 recording sensors in 

various sections of Valley Creek and 

selected other local streams.  (Valley 

Forge National Historical Park has taken 

over this effort and is managing the 

data) 

 

 We have planted hundreds of trees in the 

watershed 

 We have retrofitted a stormwater basin 

from a mowed flow through basin to a 

vegetated habitat that discharges less 

stormwater. 

 We have worked for and have done 

projects to control stormwater runoff in 

the headwaters of the watershed. 

 We work with as many groups as we 

can.  We currently have working 

relationships with the following non-

profits, local governments, county 

agencies, state agencies, federal entities 

and research and educational 

institutions.  ( I have probably missed 

several) 

 Open Land Conservancy of Chester 

County, Green Valleys Association, 

West Chester Fish Game & Wildlife 

Association, League of Women Voters, 

Natural Lands Trust, Pipeline Safety 

Coalition 

 East Whiteland Township, Charlestown 

Township, East Bradford Township, 

West Whiteland Township, Tredyffrin 

Township 

 Chester County Conservation District, 

Chester County Water Resources 

Authority 

 PA Department of Environmental 

Protection, PA Fish & Boat Commission 

 Valley Forge National Historical Park, 

US Geological Survey 

 Stroud Water Research Center, 

Villanova University, Cabrini College, 

Temple University, Drexel University, 

the Academy of Natural Science – 

Patrick Center 

(Continued from page 9) 

Want to get more involved in protecting cold water fisheries in Chester County? 
Get more involved with Valley Forge Trout Unlimited! 

How can you do it? 
Easy! 

 Email us at valleyforgetu@gmail.com with questions, concerns or ideas  

 Make sure we have your current email. Send an email to peterkleemalvern@hotmail.com 

 Attend our general meetings 

 Check out our website at www.valleyforgetu.org 

All are welcome to join and participate! 
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YES! Please begin my one-year membership in Trout Unlimited. I under-
stand my dues payment entitles me to all regular membership benefits 
including a personal membership card and quarterly issues of Trout 
magazine. VFTU members also receive our quarterly newsletter Bank-
Notes. 

Name __________________________________________________________________ 

Address ________________________________________________________________ 

 ________________________________________________________________________ 

City____________________________________________________________________ 

State ________  Zip  _____________ 

Phone _________ -  _________ - ______________________ 

*Email ________________________________________________________________  

*Trout Unlimited does not make email addresses available to outside parties, for 
any reason, ever. By providing your email address you help us reduce mailing and 
printing costs, which in turn helps the environment. 

Trout Unlimited is incorporated as a 501(C)3 non-profit, educational, charitable 
organization, and all monetary and property donations are tax deductible to the 
extent allowed by law.  

Please select membership category: 

□ Regular $35 □ Family $55 

For other membership categories, visit the 
Trout Unlimited website at www.tu.org 

Payment enclosed: $ ________________  
Make checks payable to Trout Unlimited 

Pay by credit card: 

Account Number: _______________________________________  

Name on Card: _________________________________________  

Expiration Date:_______/__________ 

Signature: ______________________________________________  

 Enclosed is my employer’s matching contribution gift form. This is in 

addition to my membership application and payment. 

To ensure correct New Member Rebate, the VFTU chapter number is: 290 

 

VFTU Officers, Board of Directors and Program Leads 

President 

Jim Leonard 

Vice President, Internal Affairs 

Karl Heine 

Vice President, External Affairs 

Open position 

Secretary 

Park Messikomer 

Treasurer 

Ed McGovern 

Trout in the Classroom 

Dave Dickens 

Environmental Chairman 

Pete Goodman 

Membership Chairman 

Peter Lee 

 

 

 

 

 

Joe Armstrong 

John Dettrey 

Robbi Freisem 

Charlie Griffen 

Steve Grim 

Peter Hughes 

Dave Macaleer 

Ed McGovern 

Owen Owens 
Lester W. Young 

Project Healing Waters 

VFTU Program Lead 

Jim Clark 

Coatesville VA Medical Center  

Ken VanGilder 

Royersford 

Thad Nowakowski 

West Bradford 

Dave Riggio 

PA Regional Coordinator 

Dave Riggio 

Editors 

Peter Hughes 

Graphics & Publishing 

Jim Leonard 

www.tu.org 

www.valleyforgetu.org 

Instagram @valleyforgetu 

TU members log on to  

www.tu.org 

to complete address change. 

All others, send changes of address to: 

ValleyForgeTU@gmail.com 

Update our list by sending an Email to: 
peterkleemalvern@hotmail.com 

https://www.tu.org/
https://www.tu.org/
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The Valley Forge Chapter of Trout Unlimited is dedicated to preserving, protecting, and 

restoring trout habitat throughout Chester County, Pennsylvania. 

Its 800+ members and affiliates are engaged in the fight to preserve our precious 

coldwater resources. All similarly inclined persons are invited to join.  

Chester County 
Conservation Camp 

July 10th to 16 th 

hosted by 

CCWA–Paradise Farm Camps 
The camp is open to boys and girls ages 11 to 14 

Tuition of $250 covers all expenses  
for the week long event 

Scholarships are available 

For more information contact: 

Camp Director: Margaret Van Gilder 

phone: 610-209-9410 

email: conservationcamp@gmail.com 

To register, go to  

http://www.chescocamp.org/ 

VFTU  

General Meetings 
are held at the 

Chester Valley Grange 

3285 Phoenixville Pike 

Malvern, PA 19355 

General Meetings are scheduled for 

the second Thursdayof each month 

7:30 PM 

September through May 

NOTE: No General Meeting in March, 

June, July or August 

The Grange is located just west of the PA Turnpike 
crossing on Phoenixville Pike 

Longitude 75.5410071 West 

Latitude 40.0765783 North 


