
 

 

VALLEY FORGE TROUT UNLIMITED 

The 2020 Trout Show has 

been canceled, but the 

main raffle is still on. 

The drawing will be held 

July 4th. 

The next General Meeting 

is scheduled for 

September 10. 

BankNotes is available 

online at 

www.valleyforgetu.org 

VFTU in a Changed 
Environment 

In the last edition of BankNotes we 
were still planning to host our 

annual Trout 
Show, still 
requesting 
volunteers to help 
with our annual 
Valley Creek 
Clean-up Day, 
still recruiting 
folks for our Fly 
Fishing School, 

still promoting the Fly Fishing Film 
Tour, still soliciting participation in 
our joint macro-invertebrate 
workshop with Stroud, still working 
to repair fish habitat structures in 

Valley Creek, etc., etc., etc. We had a 
full slate of activities and projects in 
the works. 

Then the earth moved and we had to 
scramble to salvage whatever was 
possible, postpone or selectively 
cancel planned events and activities 
as their dates approached and there 
was no break in the situation. Our 
national organization and state 
council were clear: member safety 
and compliance with local mandates 
were paramount. So, our busiest 
time, spring, was put on hold along 
with most of the world for an 
extended time.  

The cancellations extended to our 
regular monthly membership 

(Continued on page 2) 

By Mary S. Kuss 

“The charm of fishing is that it 
is the pursuit of something 
that is elusive but attainable, a 
perpetual series of occasions 
for hope.” 

John Buchan 
(1875 – 1940) 

The great paradox of fishing in 
general, and fly fishing in particular, 
is that many people who enjoy the 
sport become obsessed with 
rendering it predictable and 
controllable. In reality, of course, 
this is the very last thing any of us 
would ever want to do. If we were to 
succeed in this pursuit, the above-
mentioned charm would be 
completely eradicated.  

Success in fishing must be elusive, 
otherwise it is meaningless.  

Suppose there was a magical fly that 
always worked. There would be no 
reason to use anything else. We 
would be wildly successful in 
catching fish every time we went 
out. How long would it take for the 
entire enterprise to become 
incredibly boring and completely 
lose its appeal? 

A day that brings many fish, or a 
particularly large fish, or a 
particularly challenging fish, is a day 
that will be remembered and its 
story told and retold many times—a 
treasured memory. If those days 
were not relatively rare, they would 
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meetings and to our April Board 
meeting. Fortunately, our 
Treasurer, Patrick Runyen was able 
to host our May Board meeting 
using the online app Zoom and we 
were able to have a virtual meeting. 
This went surprisingly well. Some 
chapters have even experimented 
with this technology for general 
meetings. If we are not open for 
business by the Fall, VFTU will as 
well. 

We have also used Zoom and other 
apps to host online fly tying 
sessions for the vets in our 
Royersford PHWFF program. This 
technology is working fine for fly 
tying, though some of the vets 
newer to the program can get a little 
frustrated if the instructors move a 
little too quickly or are not clear. 
Once the kinks are worked out 
(camera angles, lighting), the live 
video is remarkable clear and easy 
to follow. Plus, it keeps us in 
contact with the vets.  

Our next general membership 
meeting is scheduled for September 
10, 2020 at the Chester Valley 
Grange in Malvern. Let’s keep our 
fingers crossed that life will be 
moving closer to normal by then 
and we will be able to host that 
meeting and all future meetings.  

Trout Show Main Raffle 

We were all very disappointed that 
we had to cancel the Trout Show 
this spring, especially since we had 
a great speaker lined up along with 
a tremendous collection of prizes 
for our various raffles. Most of the 
prizes will be raffled at the 2021 
Trout Show. However, we will hold 
the Main Raffle, now scheduled for 
July 4th. We had sent out tickets for 
the Main Raffle well before the 
Trout Show was cancelled and a 
number of tickets were returned. 
We have these tickets and will draw 
from them. If you held on to your 

tickets thinking you would bring 
them to the Trout Show, you can 
send them in now. If you want more 
tickets, contact Pete Goodman at 
610-827-7619 or email 
peteg@bee.net.  

Please keep in mind that the Main 
Raffle is the only funding source 
remaining from the cancelled Trout 
Show, our largest source of revenue 
each year. Please keep this in mind 
when purchasing raffle tickets. 

A Special Thanks 

Each of the 15 schools in our Trout 
in the Classroom program 
experienced higher than normal 
growth rates for their fish this year 
mainly due to the switch to 
rainbows from brook trout. And, 
each of the schools released the fish 
they raised from eggs into 
appropriate streams near their 
locations, with one exception. I 
received a note from Steve Harris, 
the STEAM Department Chair at 
Church Farm School, asking if he 
could release the fish in a different 
section of West Valley that he had 
scouted. I went by that location and 
it looked fine, except it was on 
private utility company property. 
Getting permission from a utility is 
not always easy or fast. Luckily, 
owners of a close-by farm offered us 
the opportunity to release the fish 
on their property, just upstream. 
Because all the students had been 
sent home due to the virus, it was 
left to Steve, his wife, son and I to 
release the trout in a safe 
environment. Many thanks go to 
Jim and Nancy Carville for making 
this possible.  

*We have recently added a 15th 
school to the TIC program, 
Downingtown East High School.  

A Bit of Magic in Troubled 
Times 

Finally emerging from pandemic 
doldrums, I managed to steal away 

for a few hours and decided to fish 
the upper reaches of a local stream. 
This stream is stocked in its lower 
sections, but not where I was 
headed, especially true this year 
with little stocking taking place 
beyond easy to reach places next to 
roads and bridges. The stocking 
crews did not have the advantage of 
citizen helpers this year to disperse 
the trout and were severely 
crunched for time.  

Mike Kaufman, former Area 
Fisheries Biologist for the 
Pennsylvania Fish & Boat 
Commission, mentioned that there 
were some wild fish in this stream 
and I wanted to explore the 
headwaters as well as keep my 
distance from other fishermen. So, I 
went for a hike along the stream 
with fly rod in hand. On the way I 
passed a gentleman working his 
bird dog, an English Cocker 
Spaniel. He mentioned, from a safe 
distance, that he had seen some 
rising fish in a couple of pools. 
Never a bad sign.  

When I reached the first of these 
pools, there were indeed rising fish. 
And, I proceeded to catch two of 
them in quick succession – both 
good looking fallfish, just not the 
trout I was after. When I moved to 
the next pool, I again saw rising fish 
and again caught fallfish. I decided 
to moved farther upstream and 
again saw a rising fish at the head of 
a pool. Being a sucker for rising 
fish, I cast and hooked a fish that 
fought harder than the previous fish 
and I guessed I had a larger fallfish. 
Not this time. It was a beautiful, 
clean brown trout with all its fins 
intact and looking every bit wild. 
My day was made. 

Nothing like catching a trout to help 
you gain your footing in a surreal 
world. I highly recommend it. 

(Continued from page 1) 

Notes from the Prez 



 

WWW.VALLEYFORGETU.ORG 3 Summer 2020 

lose their significance. Common 
things are not precious things. 

Sharing our memories with our 
fishing buddies is a special 
pleasure. Everyone in a group of 
close fishing friends knows their 
friends’ stories as well as they 
know their own, having heard 
them many times. This in no way 
diminishes their pleasure in both 
telling and listening. To the 
contrary, these stories form a large 
part of the bond that exists 
between these friends.  

The more time you spend fishing, 
the more likely you are to collect a 
wonderful memory. A day of great 
fishing is a gift, not something that 
you can obtain in any other way 
than by grace. The fish and the 
fishing do not perform on demand. 
Mother Nature, the Fishing Gods, 
Fate, or however you choose to 
describe the force that bestows 
these gifts, does so in a completely 
inscrutable way, without regard to 
our wishes, hopes or expectations.  

Especially when we plan a Big 
Trip, we do our best to increase the 
odds of success. We do research to 
make an intelligent and informed 
choice of when and where to go. 
We hire a reputable guide. We 

make sure our equipment is in 
apple-pie-order. We brush up on 
our casting. Yet there are many 
things we can not control. Weather 
or water conditions can go against 
us without warning. An expected 
insect hatch can be early, late, or 
completely absent. The fish may 
simply not be cooperating, for 
reasons entirely their own. Or they 
may be quite active yet all our best 
efforts fall short of solving the 
problem of the day. No matter how 
far we travel, or how much money 
we spend doing it, poor fishing or 
getting outright skunked is always 
a possibility. At such times our 
disappointment is keen and it’s 
hard to be philosophical, no matter 
how well we understand that there 
are no guarantees in fishing. 

I once had a fly fishing student 
who happened to be a 
psychologist. She was already a 
committed fly fisher when we met, 
and I thought she would be 
uniquely qualified to answer a 
question I’d always wondered 
about. “Claudia,” I asked, “What is 
it about fly fishing that is so 
addictive?” 

She didn’t hesitate at all before 
replying, “Intermittent 
gratification.” The happiest and 
most satisfied fly fishers are those 

who take genuine pleasure in the 
act of fishing itself, regardless of 
the outcome. We don’t get the 
desired result every time, but we 
know that eventually we will. 
That’s what keeps us coming back 
again and again. The knowledge of 
the sweet reward that awaits us, 
and the pleasant anticipation of 
that reward, makes the pursuit 
itself very pleasurable. Anyone 
who can not embrace that 
approach is not well-suited to fly 
fishing. This is a sport for the 
process-oriented rather than the 
goal-oriented. There’s a fairly high 
degree of difficulty, especially for 
the novice, and you must accept 
that even when you do everything 
“right” it may still not translate 
into fish hooked or landed.  

For those who enjoy fly fishing and 
stick with it, however, there is no 
more satisfying pastime. After over 
50 years of fly fishing, I love and 
enjoy the sport as much as ever. 
It’s brought me countless 
delightful hours in beautiful 
places, treasured friendships old 
and new, and plenty of fun and 
adventure along the way. My 
fondest wish is that I’m granted 
many more years of good health in 
which to continue my fly fishing 
journey. 

(Continued from page 1) 

Success 

By Owen D. Owens 

Outside again after isolating, Karl 

Heine and I were fishing the 

Chesterbrook section of Valley Creek 

on a day with clear blue skies and pale 

green leaflets of trees shining with 

light. Yellow-rumped warblers flitted 

back and forth across the riffles 

catching tan caddisflies. Here and there 

the splash of a rise showed the wild 

brown trout of Valley Creek were also 

busy. 

“We can learn a lot from trout,” I 

reflected. “Each has the will to live, 

grow, mate, have offspring, and thrive.” 

As a trout rose to my carefully tied elk-

hair caddis, splashed, and rejected it, 

my reflection continued. “Those wild 

Valley Creek trout have seen many flies, 

and they surely today are discerning 

what’s good to eat and what is an 

imitation!” So I changed to one of my 

go-to caddis patterns and at once 

caught two 9 inch fish, golden and 

white with brilliant red spots. “Ah, now 

I’m in tune,” I exulted. 

Five patterns, many rejections, and a 

couple hours later I sat on the bank in 

the warm sun and ate my sandwich. 

“I’m so fortunate to be in nature, here 

with a good friend, alive in the midst of 

this pandemic,” I meditated. “As we 

who hunt and fish know so well, when a 

population of animals or fish increases 

beyond the capacity of their eco-system 

to sustain them, food shortages, 

disease, internal competition for scarce 

resources, and predators reduce their 

numbers and brings the system into 

balance again. Are we human beings 

exempt from the ordering bonds that 

sustain life on this planet?” 
(Continued on page 4) 

Learning From a Trout 



 

WWW.VALLEYFORGETU.ORG 4 Summer 2020 

Watson’s Fancy and Spiders in Argentina 

By Joe Armstrong 

I have had three fishing efforts in 
Argentina. I had a weekend loose and 
got away from Buenos Aires and flew to 
Bariloche and fished with a guide in 
two lakes. I did catch some very nice 
humpbacked brook trout to about 20 
inches, but the guide was mainly a 
trolling guy, although he put me onto a 
stream mouth where I could use my 
favorite Watson’s Fancy (brook trout 
candy).  

The next time I had a chance I had 
arranged to meet a fly fishing guide for 
the weekend. I arrived in plenty of time 
for my later afternoon Friday flight. I 
got long faces from the check in people. 
They had decided to change the flight 
time to a few hours earlier. They didn’t 
know how to reach me, but no problem, 
we’ll take you on Saturday and I’d get 
there about one pm. That would pretty 
well kill Saturday. No problem we’d fly 
back Sunday, leave about 1:30 pm, 

which killed Sunday. So much for that 
effort. 

After retiring I did take a real fishing 
trip down there. I went to a very nice 
lodge in the north, near Junin de los 
Andes, and caught some nice, but not 
great, fish, bet maybe 20 inches. I’m 
thinking wait a minute, this is 
Argentina, and I want to get into those 
hernia inducing fish. Well, not there. 

An interesting aspect of that fishing 
was using a Jim Clark black spider, 
which proved to be extremely effective. 
So much so that my guide absolutely 
demanded to know how he could get a 
supply. He wanted to know what 
catalogue carried them, etc. After 
explaining the origins, we, through the 
magic of Skype, got in touch with Jim 
and arranged for him to tie up 4 doze, 
and send them to another angler who 
would come down in a few weeks, as 
the mails down there are totally 
unreliable. 

I then went down south and fished 
some nice rivers and caught some large 
fish, but mostly15 to 18 inches. In a lake 
I got a good one of probably 7 pounds, 
but otherwise there were decent 
numbers of nice fish, but not the huge 
ones I had expected. 

On the other hand it was a cultural 
experience. It was very much like early 
20th century Montana. Gauchos were 
off to work riding and leading a spare. 
They looked like they were on their way 
to a movie shoot, but that was really the 
way they dressed. Very much in 
evidence were ox carts slowly trudging 
along pulling big loads of various 
things. I saw the ranch which Butch 
Cassiday and Sundance had while they 
were there, and before the locals 
warned them that the Pinkertons were 
sniffing around for them and they took 
off for Bolivia. 

Overall I was glad I went but I have no 
great wish to return. 

Putting that haunting question in the 

back of my mind, I dropped my water 

bottle into the back pocket of my 

fishing vest, and resumed casting into 

gusts of wind, untying with patience the 

occasional leader tangles. When I’m 

casting to rising trout, caught up in the 

rhythms of cast and retrieve, my 

physical and mental powers are 

engaged, and I feel part of all that’s 

happening. Near the end of the day 

with a parachute black ant I get a rise 

and a big fish on! With a 7X tippet I 

play the trout carefully and then it 

heads downstream. Now I may be 85 

years old, but when the fish of the day 

runs downstream like an Atlantic 

salmon, I follow (even if a bit gingerly). 

Finally tiring, I pull toward me a fish 

about 13 inches, who slides away when 

the hook pulls loose from his adipose 

fin. “Oh my, another rejection who got 

accidentally hooked. No wonder it 

pulled so hard, so long.” 

“We can learn a lot from that Valley 

Creek wild brown trout,” I observed. 

“When that fish couldn’t get free in its 

pool, it used fast water to race 

downstream to get loose. We human 

beings can use the big heads we carry 

around on our shoulders the same way 

that wily trout used all its powers. We 

see that a world transportation system 

makes a world disease system possible. 

We know that on a finite planet no 

population can expand infinitely.  

Learning From a Trout 
We have the ability to get back in 

balance with nature, so why don’t we 

use this coronavirus pandemic as a 

wake-up call? We don’t have to endure 

a future where loved ones die of cancer, 

pandemic disease, or famines. Many 

decades ago Chester County 

conservationists began preserving land, 

struggled with developers to get plans 

that saved streams, and got wet 

constructing new stream habitats that 

revitalized fish populations.” 

Wearing face masks back at the parking 

lot as Karl and I pulled off our boots, a 

man in his forties was putting his rod 

together for an evening fishing. “I fish 

Valley a lot,” he said. “Do you belong to 

the Valley Forge Chapter of Trout 

Unlimited?” I asked. “No, but I’ve been 

thinking about it.” “We’ve struggled for 

over 40 years to save Valley Creek,” I 

responded. “If it wasn’t for us, no wild 

trout would be here. Come to a 

meeting.” “Here’s a card that tells about 

us,” Karl said as he handed a billfold 

sized card to the fisherman. 

Just as we human beings have been 
able to use our powers to create planet-
wide crises as climate change, 
extinction of species, and pandemics 
that are threatening all life, we can 
decide to set things right again and take 
the steps necessary to get back in 
balance with nature. We can protect, 
preserve, conserve, and restore. Join 
up. Help us save Chester County 
streams. Learn from a trout and use 
your gifts to get in balance with nature. 
You will help make it possible for our 
descendants to delight in a day outside 
on living waters. 

(Continued from page 3) 
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2020 Trout Show Main Raffle 

First Prize 
A refurbished Perrine fly box 

with 229 Jim Clark flies. 
Value: $528 

 

Second Prize 

An Orvis Battenkill 
Impregnated Cane Fly Rod, 

Serial Number 22477, 
8’-0”, 6/7 Weight, 2-piece 
with 2 tips, sock and tube. 

Average E-bay value: $475 
 

Third Prize 

A Yeti Backpack cooler 
“Hopper Backflip 24” 

Value $300 

 

Fourth Prize 

An Orvis Fly Reel, Hydros III in Black. 
Value: $239  

 

Fifth Prize 

A Dining Gift Certificate to the 
Byrsa Bistro and Wine Bar 

Value: $150 

 

The 2020 Trout Show Has Been Canceled, but the Main Raffle Is Still ON!! 
If you sent in tickets we have them. If you still have tickets please send them in.  
If you need tickets call Pete Goodman at 610-827-7619 or email peteg@bee.net 
This raffle will be our only source of income from our major annual fundraiser the Trout Show—Please buy generously. 

Drawing For These Prizes Will Be Held On July 4th 

mailto:peteg@bee.net
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For Sale! 

Leaders with 
Tippet Rings 

already attached! 
All you have to do is add your tippet. 

Leaders last longer and no need to tie 

blood knots, so you save time and money. 

Available in 7 ½ and 9 ft. Lengths 

Tapered to 3X or 5X 

1 for $3.50, 2 for $6.00 

shipping included 

To order, contact  Charlie Griffen at  

c.griffenod @ verizon.net 

All proceeds go to VFTU 

Environmental Update 

By Pete Goodman 

Since I last wrote our world has 
been turned upside down. Our 
lives have changed dramatically 
and I cannot see how they will ever 
return to what was normal before 
this world wide pandemic. 

Our Corvid 19 response has been 
cautious, measured and directed 
by medical health officials and 
more recently by Trout Unlimited’s 
national policies. 

We have had to cancel our largest 
fund raiser of the year, our TROUT 
SHOW. We also, had to cancel 
several other events including our 
annual Valley Creek Clean-up, the 
Macroinvertebrate Study 
Workshop, the installation of the 
Mayfly Data Logger in Valley Creek 
Park, the repairs to the stream 
device in Valley Creek and our 
annual Fly Fishing School. Our 
April board meeting was canceled 
and the May meeting was a virtual 
Zoom meeting. 

Staying at home is mandatory. 
Staying sane is not. I am pretty 
good at staying home though. The 
sane part – well you better ask 
Judy. I am getting a bunch of 
things done that needed doing. I 
have been able to postpone my 
truck’s service for a month and a 
half. I have listed over 36 bird 
species that we have observed at 
the house. The house has a new 
front deck and I have an old sore 
back and knees. I got to watch our 
gardens emerge and our woods fill 
in so we can no longer see the 

lights of the valley nor our 
neighbors. 

With the shut down of all kinds of 
work and activities and not getting 
out and about I am finding that I 
don’t have a lot to report. 

Earth Day turns 50 

The idea to create a day for the 
Earth was proposed first to the 
United Nations. 

“Our goal is not just an 
environment of clean air and water 
and scenic beauty. The objective is 
an environment of decency, 
quality, and mutual respect for all 
other human beings and all other 
living creatures.”  

This is what U.S. Senator Gaylord 
Nelson said when he launched the 
first Earth Day back in 1970. If 
only we could make that happen. It 
certainly seems a distant concept 
today. 

Roughly 20 million Americans 
took part in that first Earth Day—
from more than 10,000 schools 
and 1,000 diverse communities 
across the country—the event was 
a bigger success than 
ever anticipated. 

So, what has changed since the 
first Earth Day? 

The air over the U.S. is much 
cleaner, and so is the water we 
drink in most parts of the country. 
We don’t use DDT or asbestos. But 
other threats have arisen. The 
biggest of those — the issue that 
wasn’t really on the radar for most 
people in 1970 — is climate 
change. Scientific evidence has 
grown and scientific consensus has 
gelled, and so now we recognize 
that there are threats that are more 
fundamental, and ultimately more 
harmful, than we ever knew 50 
years ago. 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Environmental Update 

 

5716 Kennett Pike, Suite D 
Centerville, DE 19807 

Hours: Tuesday thru Friday 10 am—7pm 

Saturday 10 am-5 pm 

Phone: 302-654-6515 
Mobile: 302-743-0966 
Fax: 302-654-6533 

Email: AMHeadflyfisher@AOL.com 

Website: www.amarbleheadflyfisher.com 

Terry Peach 

A Marblehead Flyfisher 

Please 
Patronize 

Our 
Advertisers 

Their generous 

donations and 

discounts make 

our raffles 

possible. 

Thanks! 

VFTU 

Now, with the shut down due to 
Corvid 19 the air and water is 
getting cleaner than it has been in 
years worldwide. This is due to the 
dramatic reduction in industrial 
activity and reduced transportation.  

The hope of many climatologists is 
that if even half of the population 
continues parts of this energy-
friendly quarantine lifestyle once 
everything reverts to normal - 
teleworking, consolidating trips, 
limiting food waste - that we could 
see measurable, positive results. 

The real impact of the coronavirus 
crisis on climate could depend 
ultimately on choices made 
regarding how governments want 
their economies to look when they 
recover—and, in particular, how 
much they will continue to rely on 
fossil fuels. 

With a broader view I have 
excerpted a section of the First 
Person editorial by Inger Andersen 
the head of the UN Environment 
Programme (UNEP), “Humanity’s 
expansion on the terrestrial earth 
surface means that, today, human 
activity has altered almost 75 per 
cent of the earth’s surface, 
squeezing wildlife and nature into 
an ever-smaller corner of the 
planet. And yet, nature is critical to 
our own survival: nature provides 
us with our oxygen, regulates our 
weather patterns, pollinates our 
crops, produces our food, feed and 
fibre, but it is under increasing 
stress.”  

Clean Water Rule Rollback 

The Clean Water Rule has been 
replaced by the so call Dirty Water 
Rule. It opens up countless bodies 
of water in every state to pollution 
and destruction. The rule makes no 
scientific, legal, public health, or 
fiscal sense.  

(Continued from page 6) 

ARE YOU CONNECTED?? 
We need your help. At this time, of our 800 Chapter Members, we are only reaching about 250 
people when we send out our monthly email notices of chapter activities. What that tells us is 
that our email database needs to be updated so that it better reflects our membership and so that 
we can do a better job of communicating our activities beyond our quarterly newsletter 
BankNotes, website and social media. 

You should be getting emails from National TU and from Valley Forge Trout Unlimited. 

PLEASE HELP UPDATE OUR EMAIL LIST — SEND A NOTE TO: 

al@yellowspringsfarm.com 

Science based protections for the 
public are falling away. In the water 
pollution area alone four rules have 
either been reversed, revised or 
otherwise rolled back and seven 
more are in progress. This doesn’t 
bode well for our trout. Or ourselves 
for that matter. 

Tredyffrin Citizen’s 
Stormwater Task Force 

Yesterday the sub committee that I 
am on as an advisor met via 
conference call for an hour and a 
half to discuss improving natural 
resources features in the Tredyffrin 
zoning and SALDO codes to 
enhance stormwater management. 
This was a furtherance of previous 
discussions and a honing in on 
certain areas where the group feels 
improvements could be made. The 
Task Force is about half way 
through its authorized life and has 
made great strides in collecting 
information which will drive the 
recommendations that the Task 
Force will make to the Township. 

Turnpike going ahead with 
approved Widening plans 

The PA Turnpike Commission 
(PTC) recently informed us that 
they are planning to go ahead with 
their approved widening project but 
reducing the initial scope to be only 

(Continued on page 8) 

mailto:AMHeadflyfisher@AOL.com
http://www.amarbleheadflyfisher.com
https://www.unenvironment.org/
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Strange Days 

What a difference a day makes. On 
March 4 we held our Project Healing 
Waters Fly Fishing (PHWFF) 

session at the 
Coatesville VA, 
in Bldg. 138, 
where we had 
been moved to a 
month earlier, 
allowing for 
renovation work 
on Bldg. 5. On 
4/5 we were 
informed by 
Voluntary 

Services (VS) that 
all volunteer 

activities on the grounds had been 
postponed. On 4/8 our West 
Bradford (WB) program held our 
weekly session. Coatesville volunteer 
Brenna Dekorte picked up and 
brought one of our Coatesville guys 
to WB to work on a fly rod and told 
us that three more vets would like to 
do likewise. A day or so later, Fire 
Chief Jack Law informed us that the 
firehouse would also be in lockdown. 
Same thing with the VFW facility 
that our Royersford (ROFO) 
program uses. 

Time marches on. This past deer 
season, it had hit me between the 
horns that I had lost a few steps, to 
the point that I had handed down 
my faithful old .308 to younger 
relatives so it wouldn’t become a 
museum piece. It was gratifying, 
therefore, to see that some of our 
PHWFF volunteers, including 
Brenna, took the initiative to try 
other angles of attack to keep our 
programs viable and on track. 

Shortly after the lockdown began, 
Matt Seymour started collecting 
testimonials from volunteers and 
alumni participants detailing their 
experiences with our programs, and 
transmitting these to the VA. 
According to VS, these have gone 
over very well with the patients and 
staff. Since we always bring snacks 
to our sessions, we have continued 
to drop them off each Monday. Jack 
McFadden, who is active with a 
handful of Veteran Service 
Organizations (VSO’s), has been 
soliciting funds from them to 
continue these drop offs. VS says 
that books and other items are 
welcome too, so purchased copies of 
VFTU’s “Trout Tales and Watershed 
Heroes” will also be joining this 

effort. Virtual tying sessions are also 
being beamed to participants and 
tying kits from donations to VFTU 
have been dropped off to the 
Coatesville facility. Thad 
Nowakowski, program lead at our 
Royersford program, has really 
jumped into the lead on the virtual 
sessions, but the other two programs 
are also involved. We are also doling 
out tying materials from our VFTU 
stash to participants who need them, 
as for some perverse reason, fly 
shops are not considered life 
sustaining. Our gear has been locked 
up at the three program locations, so 
I have been taking orders for tools 
and materials and leaving them on 
my porch for pickup. At least 4 have 
been taking advantage of this so far. 

Lastly, when programs such as these 
can become lifelines, suddenly being 
cut off can result in loneliness from 
the participants, and loss of purpose 
from the volunteer side. Yesterday I 
had four half hour phone 
conversations with 2 each of both 
groups and, trust me, these little 
things can become part of a new 
lifeline. Keep ‘em flying… 

Jim Clark 

Project Healing Waters Fly Fishing 

that portion in the Trout Creek 
watershed, from Valley Forge Road to 
the King of Prussia interchange. The 
PTC has given several reasons for 
splitting the original six-and-a-half-
mile project into two pieces. The 
most compelling I feel was the total 
anticipated cost of the original project 
which was estimated at the beginning 
of the year to be $325 Million. By 
splitting the project, they feel they are 
getting down to a more manageable 
sized project. At least that is what is 
being said. We haven’t as yet seen the 
plans but our work has already been 
negotiated. I would expect that the 
PTC would be targeting a late 2021 
start for this part of the widening 
project. 

Pipeline Exposed in the 
Pickering Creek 

Last month, while surveying the area 

north of Route 29 near and up stream 

of where the Pickering Creek flows 

under the road I noticed that there 

was a pipeline exposed in the stream 

bed and extending up the southerly 

bank. I was looking over the site to 

see what kind of trees were growing 

there. This was for our planning on 

doing some forest enhancement 

planting in the future with the South 

Jersey Chapter of TU in this area. I 

contacted the local township engineer 

and asked if he wanted to report it to 

the pipeline company or should I. He 

said that he would report it. Which he 

did and I was sent confirmation 

emails to the fact. Next week I need 

to get back over there to see if 

anything has occurred to protect this 

pipeline. According to what I could 

determine it is a Buckeye Pipeline 

and it carries petroleum products. It 

would not be good to have that line 

spring a leak. It would not only mess 

up a very nice stocked trout fishery 

but also could impact the drinking 

water of tens of thousands of Aqua 

customers serviced from the 

Pickering Reservoir which is a mere 

two miles downstream. I’ll go back 

with my fishing rod next time. 

Stay safe and stay well. 

(Continued from page 7) 

Environmental Update 
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2nd Thursday 
VFTU General Meeting  
 7:30 pm, Chester Valley Grange, 3285 Phoenixville Pike, Malvern, PA 19355 
 September through May (except no March meeting) 

3rd Wednesday 
Valley Creek Restoration Partnership 
 10 am - noon, Tredyffrin Township Community Meeting Room 

2nd, 3rd & 4th 
Monday 

Project Healing Waters Fly Fishing – Royersford 
 6:30 - 8:30 pm, Royersford VFW  

Every Monday 
Project Healing Waters Fly Fishing – Community Program 
 6 pm, West Bradford Fire Hall 

Every Wednesday 
Project Healing Waters Fly Fishing – CVAMC Program 
 6 - 8 pm, Coatesville Veterans Administration Medical Center 

Calendar of Events 

If you see a spill or fish kill, 

report directly to the following: 
Illegal Fishing, Poaching , Disturbance of a Waterway,  
Fish Kills or Illegal Dumping 

Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission 
Our local WCO, Bob Bonney, has requested emergencies be 
reported immediately to him via his cell phone: (610) 637-6398 
and to the  

Southeast Region of the PA Fish & Boat Commission  
at (717) 626-0228 
(8:00 AM – 4:00 PM weekdays)  

Fish Kills , Illegal Dumping:, Water Quality or Pollution 

Pennsylvania Department of Environmental 
Protection 
Emergencies should be reported immediately by telephone to 
the Southeast Regional Office at (484) 250-5900  
(24 hours a day, 7 days a week) 

Erosion and Sedimentation Issues 

Chester County Conservation District 
(610) 925-4920 

Well and Septic Issues 

Chester County Health Department 
(610) 344-6225 

TU and our partners are asking everyone to 

practice #ReponsibleRecreation when 

outside enjoying America’s great fishing 

opportunities. 

Here’s what we recommend, given what 

we know about the threats posed by the 

coronavirus outbreak and the COVID-19 

disease: 

 

 

1. Practice good social distancing on the 

water. The Centers for Disease Control 

recommends staying six feet apart 

from others. We’re taking it a step 

farther — we’re asking anglers to stay 

a rod’s length apart from their fishing 

partners whenever possible. The 

standard fly rod is nine feet long. 

2. Wear a multi-layered face covering 

when in the vicinity of other anglers. 

Even a double-layered cloth mask can 

help slow the spread of the virus. 

3. Avoid fishing from a boat with 

someone you haven’t been in lock-

down with. In other words, if they’re 

not family, don’t fish from a boat with 

them — it’s just not possible to 

practice social distancing while in a 

drift boat. 

4. Drive to the river separately to get to 

the angling destination. 

5. Stay local, if at all possible, to limit 

exposure to others, and limit others’ 

exposure to you. 

Fishing, when done correctly, can be a 

great way to get outside safely, but doing 

so wisely, particularly as many states begin 

to slowly re-open in the face of the 

outbreak, is vital for everyone. 

Help spread the word by posting photos 

and videos on Facebook, Instagram and 

Twitter of you and your family practicing 

social distancing while fishing. Be sure to 

use #ResponsibleRecreation and tag 

@troutunlimited to be entered to win some 

great prizes and TU swag. 

Tight lines and stay safe! 

#ResponsibleRecreation: Join the Trout Unlimited  
Social Distance Fishing Effort and Win Prizes 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html
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TU members log on to www.tu.org 

to complete address change. 

All others, send changes of address to: 

VFTU 

PO Box 1356 

West Chester, PA 19380 

Update our list by sending an Email to: 

al@yellowspringsfarm.com 

 

YES! Please begin my one-year membership in Trout Unlimited. I understand my dues pay-
ment entitles me to all regular membership benefits including a personal membership card and 
quarterly issues of Trout magazine. VFTU members also receive our quarterly newsletter 
BankNotes. 

Name ___________________________________________________________________  

Address _________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________  

City ____________________________________________________________________  

State ________  Zip  _____________ 

Phone _________ -  _________ - ______________________ 

*Email __________________________________________________________________  

*Trout Unlimited does not make email addresses available to outside parties, for any reason, 

ever. By providing your email address you help us reduce mailing and printing costs, which in 

turn helps the environment. 

Trout Unlimited is incorporated as a 501(C)3 non-profit, educational, charitable organization, 

and all monetary and property donations are tax deductible to the extent allowed by law.  

Please select membership category: 

□ Regular $35 □ Family $55 

For other membership categories, visit the 

Trout Unlimited website at www.tu.org 

Payment enclosed: $ ________________  
Make checks payable to Trout Unlimited 

Pay by credit card: 

Account Number: ___________________________________________  

Name on Card: _____________________________________________  

Expiration Date:_______/__________ 

Signature: _________________________________________________  

 Enclosed is my employer’s matching contribution gift form. This is in addition to my mem-

bership application and payment. 

To ensure correct New Member Rebate, the VFTU chapter number is: 290 

 

VFTU Officers, Board of Directors and Program Leads 

The Valley Forge Chapter of Trout Unlimited is dedicated to preserving, protecting, and restoring trout habitat throughout 
Chester County, Pennsylvania. 

Its 800+ members and affiliates are engaged in the fight to preserve our precious coldwater resources. All similarly 
inclined persons are invited to join.  

Val ley  Forge  Trout  Unl imited General Meetings 
Chester Valley Grange 3285 Phoenixville Pike Malvern, PA 19355 

Just west of the PA Turnpike crossing on Phoenixville Pike—Longitude 75.5410071 W, Latitude 40.0765783 N 

General Meetings are held the second Thursday of each month at 7:30 PM 
September through May. NOTE: No General Meeting in March 


