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By Pete Hughes 

What about the Fish? 

VFTU certainly had a very busy 

Spring season. We participated in 

multiple events including a 

regional fishing show, a fly 

fishing film festival and we 

hosted our annual Trout Show, 

nymph fishing clinic, Valley 

Creek Clean-up Day, fishing trip 

to the Little 

Juniata, and fly 

fishing school. 

Along the way 

we helped out 

with Orvis 

Downingtown’s 

fly fishing 101 

and 201 classes, 

participated 

with a land trust’s efforts to 

educate landowners on being 

good stewards of their land and 

waters that flow through them. 

We also oversaw the Trout-in-the-

Classroom program for 13 schools 

and continued our volunteer 

efforts with injured vets through 

our three Project Healing Waters 

programs.  

That is a lot of activity for a small 

but dedicated group of 

volunteers. In the midst of this 

bustle, one volunteer channeled 

Jiminy Cricket, and kept 

whispering in my ear, “What 

about the fish?” He had a point.  

 

(Continued on page 4) 

By Mary S. Kuss 

The late Lefty Kreh famously 

said, “If it ain’t chartreuse, it ain’t 

no use!” Although that may be a 

bit of an exaggeration, there’s no 

denying the impressive and 

sometimes uncanny effectiveness 

of fly patterns incorporating this 

eye-catching color. 

I tie and use a number of partially 

or all-chartreuse flies, including 

Clouser Deep Minnows, poppers, 

sliders, and Woolly Buggers. 

However, the first chartreuse fly I 

tied and fished was the infamous 

Green Weenie. It’s rather a simple 

and ugly fly, and a lot of people 

will not admit to using it. Yet it’s 

been a perennial best-seller at 

area fly shops for many years. 

Something isn’t adding up. 

Those who do admit to using the 

Weenie, often very successfully, 

desperately want it to be 

“imitating” something. Most of 

them will cite its supposed 

resemblance to an inchworm or a 

caddis larva. Although both of 

those insects are sometimes a 

rather bright green, and worm-

like in shape, neither is really 

fluorescent chartreuse in color. 

Nor is the Weenie a good match 

for either in size or proportions. 

The Weenie works 12 months of 

the year, and in a wide variety of 

water types, which also serves to 

debunk the notion that it is 

matching something.  
 

(Continued on page 2) 
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My personal opinion is that the 

Green Weenie is a pure 

behavioral trigger, and doesn’t 

imitate anything.  

I first spotted the Green Weenie 

some years back, in Pennsylvania 
Angler magazine. It was included 

in an article by Charlie Meck on 

recommended fly patterns for 

early-season fishing. When I saw 

the photo of the Green Weenie 

that accompanied the article I 

was quite intrigued. I’d never 

seen anything like it. Its eerie, 

otherworldly green glow just 

popped off the page. On impulse, 

I dashed off to my local fly shop 

to acquire a spool of chartreuse 

tying thread and a card of 

chartreuse chenille so that I 

could tie some. I know better 

than to mass-produce any fly 

before giving it a trial, so I tied 

only two. As I tucked them into a 

corner of my fly box I laughed, 

“I’ll never use these things, they’ll 

still be in here when I’m 90 years 

old!” 

That opinion was turned on its 

head just a few weeks later. On 

the last day of my annual spring 

trip to Potter County, PA I had 

arrived a little early for a 

planned rendezvous with my 

fishing partner at the bridge on 

the Kettle Creek special 

regulations area. It was high 

noon on a bright, sunny day—far 

less than ideal conditions. 

However, I decided I might as 

well continue fishing while I 

waited. I was standing on the 

bank, and could see numerous 

trout holding in the clear water 

in front of me. Aside from an 

occasional half-hearted nip, they 

were ignoring the Pheasant Tail 

nymph I was offering.  

Across from my position, another 

angler was standing just 

upstream of the bridge abutment. 

His luck seemed no better than 

my own. Near me, a woman sat in 

a lawn chair reading a book. 

Suddenly the other angler called 

out, “Hey Mary, I’ve got one!”  

I was sure I didn’t know this man, 

and wondered how the heck he 

knew my name. He released the 

trout, and immediately hooked 

another. “Hey Mary, I’ve got 

another one!” he exclaimed. The 

woman in the lawn chair made a 

comment, and I sheepishly 

realized that she must be his wife 

or girlfriend and also named 

Mary.  

When he hooked a third trout, I 

had to ask, “Would you mind 

telling me what you’re getting all 

those fish on?” 

Now it was his turn to feel 

sheepish, as he replied, “I think 

it’s called a Green Weenie.” 

“I actually have a couple of 

those,” I said. My angling 

neighbor generously shared with 

me the information that he was 

fishing the Weenie dead-drift 

with one small shot to take it 

down a bit. I rigged accordingly, 

and tossed the fly out in front of 

me. My position on the high bank 

gave me a perfect view of the fly, 

the fish, and their reaction. As 

the fly sank down through the 

water column, half a dozen trout 

raced over to it and one inhaled it 

as if he’d been waiting for it all 

day. I too caught three trout in 

three casts. Then my friend 

arrived and the game was up. I 

hated to quit, but we’d pushed 

our departure as far back as we 

dared. The trip was over, time to 

head home.  

On the first day of the following 

year’s trip, we found ideal 

weather and water conditions. 

Every rock we turned over had 

several big March Brown nymphs 

with wing pads dark and bulging, 

clearly ready to hatch. We tried 

March Brown nymphs, of course, 

along with wets, dries, and 

emergers and all of our usual 

favorite flies. But nothing seemed 

to be working. In desperation I 

decided to try a Weenie. It 

worked like magic, again, and 

continued to do so for the 

remainder of our stay.  

Needless to say, the Green Weenie 

has earned a permanent spot in 

my fly box. All hot fly patterns 

run their course, and the Green 

Weenie no longer works quite as 

magically as it did in those early 

days. It’s still more than worth 

carrying, however, and has saved 

many a trip for me.  

Like all great fly patterns, the 

Weenie has spawned variations. I 

tie three basic versions, as shown 

below. I have also experimented 

with just about every other color 

of fluorescent chenille I could 

find.   

(Continued from page 1) 

(Continued on page 3) 

Standard Green Weenie   

Hook: Mustad 9672 or equivalent, #12 

Thread: 3/0 Monocord, chartreuse  

Tail & Body: Standard medium chenille, 

Signal Green (green chartreuse) 

Notes: Form a vertical loop of chenille as a 

tail, approximately as long as the hook gap, 

then wrap the chenille up the shank to the 

head position and whip off. In certain 

situations, I believe that the wide, paddle-

shaped tail is important. When fished below 

a split shot in still water the tail imparts a 

seductive, built-in action, causing the fly to 

turn side to side as it is pulled downward. I 

fish the Standard Weenie without added 

weight in shallow or slow-moving water. In 

deeper and/or faster water you can add as 

much weight to the leader as you’d care to. 
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Of these, orange, fire orange, 

yellow, white, and pink have 

proved the most effective. The 

original green, however, still 

works best by far. Also worth 

noting, a friend of mine ties 

Weenies in more naturalistic 

shades of olive, tan, brown and 

black and does quite well with 

them.   

The question arises, why does 

chartreuse work so well? One 

friend of mine told me very 

seriously that although she didn’t 

know why the Green Weenie 

worked at other times and in 

other places, she was sure that in 

the autumn, on a particular 

stream we both fished, it was 

because of the many Fall 

Webworm nests in the trees lining 

the stream’s banks. I was puzzled, 

because I knew that the 

Webworms are a sooty black color. 

She said yes, but that they had 

bright green insides. In the 

interest of “science,” I got hold of 

one and tore it in half. Sure 

enough, the caterpillar had a 

bright green interior, presumably 

due to its diet of leaves. Still, it 

was not fluorescent chartreuse. 

And I wondered how exactly a 

trout managed to get a look at a 

Webworm’s innards before eating 

it. 

Another friend came up with her 

own fascinating theory about the 

color chartreuse. She asked me if 

I’d ever been driving at night and 

come upon a road-killed animal 

and seen the blood fluoresce green 

in the car’s headlights. I said no, 

not really. However, I’ve related 

this conversation to a number of 

people and several have said that 

yes, they do see this. Do fish see 

and/or react to chartreuse as 

blood? There’s no way to tell, 

although fish clearly do not see 

color in the same way humans do. 

In the U. K., for instance, the 

Partridge and Orange wet fly is a 

favorite for use during Olive 

hatches. 

We fly fishers and tyers are always 

seeking explanations for our 

experiences on the water, and 

that’s as it should be. However, all 

theories aside, there’s no denying 

that many fish seem to have a fatal 

attraction to chartreuse and are 

often eager to put flies of that 

color into their mouths. That’s all I 

need to know. 

 
 
(Continued from page 2) 

If you see a spill or fish kill, call any of your officers or board 
members (see the inside back cover of BankNotes). 

Illegal Fishing, Poaching , Disturbance of a Waterway,  
Fish Kills or Illegal Dumping: 

Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission 

Our local WCO, Bob Bonney, has requested 
emergencies be reported immediately to him  
via his cell phone: 610-637-6398 
and to the Southeast Region of the PA F&BC 
(8:00 AM – 4:00 PM weekdays) 717-626-0228 

 
 

Fish Kills , Illegal Dumping:, Water Quality or Pollution: 

Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection 

Emergencies should be reported immediately  
by telephone to the Southeast Regional Office at  
484-250-5900 (24 hours a day, 7 days a week) 

Erosion and Sedimentation Issues: 

Chester County Conservation District 

610-925-4920 

Well and Septic Issues: 

Chester County Health Department 

610-344-6225 

Finesse Green Weenie 

Hook: TMC 2457 or equivalent, #16 

Thread: 6/0 Flymaster or 8/0 Uni-Thread, 

chartreuse 

Body: Ultra Chenille, fine, chartreuse 

Notes: Tied as a chartreuse San Juan 

Worm, proportions as you like. This pattern 

does bear a passable resemblance to an 

Inchworm. The Finesse Weenie is fished 

with or without weight added to the leader 

in situations where the fish refuse the 

Standard or Bead-Head Weenie.  

Bead-Head Green Weenie 

Hook: Mustad 3906 or equivalent, #12 

Bead: 1/8” gold 

Thread: 6/0 Flymaster, chartreuse 

Tail & Body: Standard medium chenille, 

Signal Green (green chartreuse) 

Notes: De-barb hook and mount bead, then 

build the Weenie behind the bead, as per 

the instructions above. The Bead-Head 

Weenie is a bit smaller, and of course the 

weight of the bead provides a faster sink 

rate and just a bit of flash.  

Sometimes the weight of the bead is just 

right for the situation at hand. 
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While all these efforts are 

beneficial, shouldn’t we be doing 

more work directly on improving 

fish habitat along the streams? I 

thought about this for some time, 

and yes, we do need to move 

ahead with stream improvement 

projects, some of which have 

been in the planning stage for 

well over a year. That said, a solid 

argument can be made that each 

of the above mentioned activities 

will ultimately result in better 

fish habitat. How so? 

Some of the activities are focused 

on increasing our presence in the 

broader community, leading to 

more members and eventually 

more volunteers. Other activities 

are focused on fundraising so we 

can fight the good fight against 

those who would degrade our 

streams. The 12 year effort 

against the Pennsylvania 

Turnpike Commission to improve 

stormwater management along 

Valley Creek was a hard fought 

and expensive effort conducted 

mainly by Frank Donohoe, Pete 

Goodman, and attorney John 

Wilmer with the consulting 

engineers we hired. Rising 

stormwater is the number one 

threat to Valley Creek’s wild 

trout. Without this victory, any 

on-stream efforts would be 

compromised and less effective.  

Our fly fishing school and our 

volunteer work with Project 

Healing Waters are producing 

strong fly fishing and trout 

proponents and our efforts with 

Trout-in-the-Classroom and Girl 

Scout STREAM programs will 

produce the next generation of 

volunteers to carry on VFTU’s 

mission. 

Clearly, to be effective in an 

evolving environment we need to 

continue our work on many 

fronts, and it is volunteers that 

make it happen. 

 

Room to Move 

Dave Dickens and the 13 schools 

in VFTU’s Trout-in-the-Classroom 

(TIC) program raised trout from 

eggs to fingerlings over the 

winter, keeping track of 

temperature, water quality, food, 

etc., and in the process learning a 

good bit about fish biology. This 

past spring, they released the 

fingerlings into nearby streams.  

One of the schools, Church Farm 

School participated for the first 

time this year and thanks to 

Dave, Steve Harris (science 

teacher) and involved students, 

they had a very successful class 

of “graduating” trout. The fish 

were 3 to 4 inches and very 

healthy on release day. Jim Clark 

came up with the perfect stream 

to release the trout, a small 

headwater flow of West Valley 

Creek. Jim was familiar with this 

stream segment since childhood 

and visited it more recently to 

make sure it would work. Steve 

Harris checked it out and 

concurred. This segment has a 

good flow of water, is protected 

and, importantly, is an easy walk 

for the Church Farm School 

students. In fact, the stream runs 

through property previously part 

of the school campus. The student 

body of Church Farm School is 

heavily international, so the TIC 

program is spreading the good 

word on trout to a global 

audience. 

The release worked extremely 

well. Steve started with a 

younger student and after seeing 

the results, the older students 

were anxious to join in. All 

students and teachers got to 

release fish. Somewhere close to 

60 fish graduated from a tank in 

the school’s science department 

to a stream with room to move. It 

was a major production with 

teachers, students, VFTU 

volunteers, a photographer and 

even a drone flying overhead.  

Remarkably, no one fell in and all 

the fish were released safely.    

Thanks 

A very big ‘Thank You’ goes out to 

all the folks who helped make our 

Spring Trout Show a success. Our 

membership came through and 

generously purchased raffle 

tickets, volunteers staffed their 

tables and helped set up and take 

down, the school staff helped 

with all necessary equipment and 

facility matters,  prizes were 

generously donated by vendors 

and individuals, and we all had 

fun.  

See You in September 

The May general meeting and 

June outing to the Chadds Ford 

Winery mark the end of VFTU’s 

gatherings for the summer. 

Monthly meetings will start again 

September 12th, 7:30PM at the 

Chester Valley Grange in 

Malvern, and we will continue to 

hold meetings on the second 

Thursday of each month through 

May of 2020. Charlie Griffen 

works hard to bring interesting 

and varied speakers to our 

meetings and you might want to 

plan on attending. 

(Continued from page 1) 

Church Farm School Students Release Trout 
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By Tom Tatum 

Originally published in the Southern Chester 

County News April 19, 2019 

KENNETT SQUARE—There's 

something fishy going on at 

Pocopson Elementary School in 

the Unionville Chadds Ford 

School District. It's also 

happening at Greenwood 

Elementary School in Kennett, 

Nottingham Elementary School 

in Oxford, and hundreds of other 

schools all across the 

Commonwealth. It's something 

called "Trout in the 

Classroom," (TIC) an outdoors 

oriented learning program 

currently enjoying huge 

popularity in educational circles. 

At Pocopson it's a part of a 

curriculum that's coordinated by 

a trio of fifth grade teachers - 

Ryan Stephens, Andy Lefko, and 

Dave Lichter, themselves all avid 

freshwater fishermen. 

This year's six classes of fifth 

graders, about 130 students in all, 

participated in the Pocopson 

program. "The Trout in the 

Classroom program has become 

an integral part of our science 

curriculum's ecosystem unit," 

explained Stephens, a twenty 

year veteran teacher at the 

school. "It's a great way to 

educate the kids about coldwater 

resources and the importance of 

protecting outdoor habitats. We 

get our brook trout eggs each 

year from the Pennsylvania Fish 

and Boat Commission's (PF&BC) 

hatchery in Benner Springs near 

Bellfonte. After that it's on us to 

raise and release them." 

When the Pocopson teachers first 

initiated the program in 2013, 

they were required to attend the 

PF&BC's full day training 

program. "They taught us tank 

maintenance, trout life cycle 

expectations, water quality 

issues, and the importance of 

keeping water cold enough, 

between 52 and 54 degrees," said 

Stephens. "And they emphatically 

stressed the fact that this is NOT 

a stocking program; it's an 

education program." 

The program kicks off in early 

November when the school takes 

possession of about 250 to 275 

brook trout eggs from the 

hatchery. In about six weeks, 

sometime after Christmas, the 

baby trout emerge from the eggs 

and then are transferred from the 

"egg baskets" into the 55 gallon 

aquarium. "The trout then reside 

in the coldwater tank which is on 

display in the hallway of the fifth 

grade wing," said Lefko. "That 

way the kids can check them out 

and watch them growing every 

single day." 

"The Valley Forge Chapter of 

Trout Unlimited sends us a check 

for $150 each year to help cover 

the costs of yearly supplies like 

filters, gravel, fish food, and other 

components," noted Stephens. 

"Our PTO was instrumental and 

generous in providing funding for 

the tank, filter, and chiller when 

the program began in 2013 and 

they continue to support us as 

needed." 

"The TIC program culminates 

with Trout Release Day when 

every fifth grader at the school 

reports to Pocopson Creek to 

release their trout," Stephens 

added. "It's a great day for the 

kids. We always schedule it in 

late March or early April when, 

unfortunately, we're up against 

spring break and state testing." 

When the big day arrived I 

happened to be fishing on 

Pocopson Creek and found myself 

in the midst of Pocopson's Trout 

Release Day festivities with 

swarms of frenetic fifth graders 

lining the banks releasing trout, 

catching frogs, observing nesting 

geese, and reconnecting with 

Mother Nature in general. As 

Stephens, Lefko, and Lichter 

supervised the activities, PF&BC 

Waterways Conservation Officers 

Andy Desko and Thomas 

Benevento (along with Trout 

Unlimited Program Partner Dave 

Dickens, Sr.) were also on hand to 

instruct and educate the young 

students about the event and the 

natural resources associated with 

it. Throughout the morning a 

drone operated by Pocopson 

Building Technician Noah Krey 

hovered overhead while 

capturing video footage of the 

day's activities. 

Stephens explained that Trout 

Release Day encompasses a multi-

faceted program that consists of 

five centers which include 

elements of the ecosystem unit: 

the streamside trout release, a fly 

tying demonstration, storytelling, 

art projects, and beekeeping. Of 

course the highlight for most of 

the kids is the trout release itself 

at Pocopson Creek, not much 

more than a stone's throw from 

the school building. Stephens 

added that there is typically a 

very high mortality rate for these 

trout. This year, of the 250 or so 

eggs, just about 50 fingerlings 

survived to be released. In past 

years more than 100 or so have 

made it that far. "Many of the kids 

give names to their designated 

trout before they release them," 

smiled Lefko. 

Fifth grader Lucy Weeber was 

among them, releasing her trout, 

aka "Goliath Junior," that 

morning. "Trout Release Day 

taught me a lot about nature and 

how we need to protect it," she 

said. "I especially liked the bees  
(Continued on page 6) 
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By Joe Armstrong 

Melbourne is the chemical plant 

and oil refining center of 

Australia. I went there a number 

of times during my working 

career. Twice I was able to sneak 

a weekend across the Bass Straits 

to nearby Tasmania. 

While Australia was originally a 

penal colony, Tasmania was a sort 

of hard core penal colony for the 

really bad convicts. It is about as 

far south as we are far north, and 

has a climate generally similar to 

ours. While there is some lonely, 

rough country, there are no 

mountains. Mainly it is a good 

place to grow sheep. 

Back in the 1860s, brown trout 

eggs were successfully shipped 

down from England, packed in ice 

and moss. They thrived, and their 

offspring were eventually sent on 

to New Zealand. 

There are few rivers in Tasmania. 

They have virtually all been 

dammed up. Fishing there is 

basically still water fishing. These 

impoundments vary from large to 

small. In some cases the fish get 

very large. 

As I would normally do when I 

was way out of my depth, I hired 

a guide each time and went to 

different parts of the island. On 

my first trip we visited various 

bodies of water, most termed 

lagoons. However, a large 

impoundment was named Lake 

Pedder and was known for large 

trout. The guide took me there to 

a small cove. He gave me firm 

instructions that the first thing 

which had to happen was the 

wind had to quit, or we would not 

have any action. Then next thing 

I was told was that we had to use 

his special fly to match the hatch 

of large dragonfly type flies 

which come off faithfully, if there 

is no wind. I sat and watched the 

waves from the wind. At just 

about dark the wind did quit and 

there started to be loud slurps as 

big fish nailed the emerging flies. 

I admit I then broke a cardinal 

rule and ignored the guide’s 

suggestion about his sure kill fly. 

I figured it couldn’t catch a bird 

on a back cast. I put on a big 

Ausable Wulff (my idea of brown 

trout candy) and sure enough I 

heard a loud slurp, and was fast 

to a very good trout. It’s nice to 

hear the reel. Eventually, I got 

the fish under control, and the 

guide wandered back with his 

net, and I had my largest brown 

to date, about 5 pounds. The 

guide said “I told you that was the 

only fly which would work”, 

FOLLOWED BY “Oh” when he 

saw the Ausable Wulff in its jaw. 

During my tussle with the fish 

two things happened. One was 

the wind came back up, the other 

there was a lot of shouting and 

some splashing by another 

fisherman about a hundred yards 

away. After glowing in the 

afterglow of my big fish and 

realizing that is was over for the 

night, retreated to the parked 

vehicle, where the other 

fisherman showed me his 9 

pounder! 

There were other unique 

experiences. I snipped off the tail 

of a road killed Tasmanian devil, 

and doubtless illegally brought it 

back for Jim Clark to tie some 

unusual flies. Another time we 

were at a relatively small lagoon, 

maybe 15 acres or so. I had 

caught some nice, but not 

memorable fish. However one 

frequent riser just would not 

take. Again, my wandering guide 

came over and asked what I was 

doing. I pointed to the reluctant 

riser. He said “You won’t catch 

him, it’s a platypus”. I didn’t. 

While my business travels 

allowed me to catch trout in 14 

countries, I doubtless would have 

caught far more if I had remained 

at home. 

and the storytelling part of the 
day and being down by the 
stream." 

Weeber's fellow fifth grader, 
James Benner, who released a 
trout dubbed "Todd," was equally 
enthusiastic about the day. "My 
favorite part was definitely about 
releasing the trout and learning 
about the life cycle of the brook 
trout which is the only trout 
native to Pennsylvania and also 
the official state fish," he noted. 

"Our Trout in the Classroom 
program is unique in that the kids 
get to see the entire process from 
egg to fry to fingerling to release," 
added Lichter. "That's an up-close 
and personal experience that 
makes it special and very 
different from textbook science." 

Dave Dickens, Sr. of the Valley 
Forge Chapter of Trout Unlimited 
serves as program partner for 
Pocopson Elementary School 
along with thirteen other Chester 
County Schools from elementary 
through high school, grades four 
through twelve including 
Greenwood in Kennett, 
Nottingham in Oxford, and 
Downingtown West High School. 
"Once a school has completed one 
full year in the Trout in the 
Classroom Program, Valley Forge 
TU then donates $150 to each 
school every year to help pay for 
consumables like fish food and 
filters," he said. "At the start-up 
stage, each school contributes 
around $1200 to $1500 to fund the 
cost of materials needed to 
initiate the program. 

"There are currently 393 schools 
statewide in Pennsylvania now 
participating in Trout in the 
Classroom, up from 275 last year," 
Dickens said. "That kind of data 
indicates that teachers are 
realizing what a fabulous hands-
on learning opportunity this 
program represents, especially for 
elementary age children, and 
they're taking advantage of it." 

(Continued from page 5) 
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Sitting here this mid-April 

afternoon it is hard to keep 

focused on writing the Summer 

Environmental 

Update.  The 

day is drop 

dead gorgeous.  

Out the window 

I cannot see a 

cloud in the sky 

and the 

thermometer 

says it is 64 

degrees.  We 

haven’t had a 

lot of days like 

this recently.  

Here we are 2 weeks plus into 

trout season and I haven’t even 

pulled my boots on once.  I 

haven’t been out at all.  Of course, 

my torn rotator cuff repair does 

have something to do with that, 

but still… 

Spring wasn’t going to happen 

two and a half weeks ago.  Now 

the daffodils are almost finished 

blooming and the hardwoods are 

leafing out.  Trout lilies and 

violets smiling into the sun.  It is 

such a great time of year.  It is 

renewing.  Perhaps I can write 

this article. 

Annual Valley Creek Cleanup 

The Annual Valley Creek Cleanup 

was held April 13, 2019.  It was a 

pretty morning with the creek 

running clear even after a few 

showers the afternoon and night 

before.  As usual we met at the 

East Whiteland Township Valley 

Creek Park on Route 29 and 

dispatched our stream cleaners 

from there.  This year we had a 

great group of cleaners made up 

of 7 VFTU members and 1 

instructor and 10 students from 

the Church Farm School.  The 

group was divided into smaller 

groups who were then assigned 

stream segments to clean.  We 

were able to cover most of the 

main stem of Valley Creek from 

Route 29 down into Valley Forge 

National Historical Park.  The 

estimated total haul was 31 bags 

of trash weighing about 665 

pounds.  Also, notably, there were 

found 2 hub caps, a rusted 55-

gallon drum, a tire on a rim, a 

dollar bill and an iPhone.  You 

never know what you are going to 

find doing one of these cleanups.  

Thank you to all that 

participated.  Thank you too to 

the sponsors Keep America 

Beautiful and Keep PA Beautiful.  

Lastly, a special thank you to 

Robyn White at PennDOT for 

providing gloves and bags and 

making the getting of the 

materials as easy as possible. 

Governor’s Award for 
Environmental Excellence 

Master Watershed Steward, Carol 

Armstrong, came to a Valley 

Creek Restoration Partnership 

meeting, I think it was October, 

and said she wanted us to apply 

for the Governor’s Award for 

Environmental Excellence.  I 

guess when she saw our eyes roll 

back in our heads when she 

mentioned it and followed that 

comment quickly with, she would 

do most of the work.  OK then.  If 

she was going to do most of the 

work why not?  And work she did.  

She put together a great outline 

and got us all excited.  Pretty 

soon we were working on the 

award project and not even 

batting an eye.  Although Carol 

did the lion’s share many of us 

contributed.  When the 

application was finished, we all 

felt really good about it.  Then the 

craziest thing happened.  We 

won.  Carol’s hard work on the 

application paid off and the 

Valley Creek Restoration 

Partnership won a 2019 

Governor’s Award for 

Environmental Excellence.  The 

awards dinner and presentation 

were April 16th in Harrisburg.  

Carol, Owen Owens, Amy Ruhe, 

Chotty Sprenkle and Andy 

Schaum were all planning on 

attending.  It is a well-deserved 

honor for the VCRP, which has 

stood up to the test of time. 

Developments and Infrastructure 

FINALLY, all the “i’s” are dotted 

and all the “t’s” are crossed.  

Everything is signed and sealed.  

We are no longer in litigation.  

The legal work with the 

Pennsylvania Turnpike and 

VFTU is over.  With the signing of 

Settlement Agreement by all 

parties that ended our appeal of 

the DEP issued NPDES permit 

and we subsequently withdrew 

the Commonwealth Court case.  It 

feels good not having to prepare 

for yet another meeting and 

knowing the bleeding from our 

treasury has stopped.  I have said 

it before and I will say it again, 

we had the best team of 

stormwater experts anywhere.  

Michele Adams of Meliora Design 

and Clay Emerson of Princeton 

Hydro coupled with John 

Wilmer’s intelligence and 

experience in environmental law 

provided us a formidable team.  

This team lead us to a settlement 

agreement that will benefit 

Valley Creek for years to come. 

We are keeping our eyes and ears 

open and monitoring several 

developments as they’re winding 

their way through the land 

development cycles in our 

townships.  It feels to me that 

every last little parcel is seeing 

development and that some of the 

older homes and corporate 

centers are being replaced with 

even bigger foot prints.  The 

number of housing units going in 

is astounding to me. 

I did hear some rumors about 

some open woodland getting 

protected but I’ll bite my tongue 

for a bit on that until it really 

happens. 

(Continued on page 8) 

Pete Goodman 
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Grants  

There has been some activity on 

the grant front.  Not all of the 

news was good. 

Our Chuck Marshall was turned 

down by the 2019 Schuylkill River 

Restoration Fund for applying for 

more funding for Crabby Creek 

infiltration trench work.  This 

was a disappointment as we were 

looking forward to continuing our 

work with Tredyffrin Township 

to capture rainwater runoff near 

where it occurs before it makes 

its way into Crabby Creek. 

Another downer was the 

Schuylkill Highlands grant 

program rejected our intent to 

submit an application on behalf 

of Meliora Design to install 2 

urban rain gardens to manage the 

runoff from their roof which is a 

former old church in 

Phoenixville.  The rejection was 

due to the benefit of the grant 

going to a private business.  I 

think that I could argue that 

point but we need to choose our 

battles carefully. 

The one grant that we do have 

that is active is the Growing 

Greener Grant in which Gilmore 

and Associates, Inc. are doing a 

stream restoration on an 800’ 

section of Wilson Run.  

Unbeknown to me, this project 

got started some time ago and 

appears to be well along toward 

completion on the earth moving 

stage.  We are supposed to be 

doing a big volunteer planting 

here.  So, I probably need to rattle 

the cage of my contact at Gilmore 

and find out what the anticipated 

schedule looks like.  Why is 

communication so hard? 

As far as I know we are still 

waiting on hearing if we were 

successful with our application 

for monitoring equipment to be 

used on both Valley and on the 

Pickering.  We should be getting 

word on that grant very shortly. 

Trout Eggs in local creeks 

The mention of the placing of 

trout eggs in local streams in my 

last article seems to have touched 

a nerve with a number of our 

members.  There has been an 

interesting and interested 

response from the membership.  

Unfortunately, the enthusiasm of 

our members has not been 

carried over to the PA Fish and 

Boat Commission biologist.  The 

previous PFBC biologist has 

retired and the new person seems 

to be a bit difficult to reach and 

inspire in our fledgling attempts 

to restore stream born fish in 

some local streams.  It seems that 

PFBC help in this endeavor may 

not be forth coming.  We may 

have to do our work without their 

assistance and support. 

Please Help 

We are always looking for 

members who would like to help 

us make VFTU your club.  We are 

accessible.  All of our names and 

addresses are in the back cover of 

BankNotes.  Call us.  Email us.  

Let’s grab a beer.  Let’s go fishing. 

Let’s – you fill in the blank. 

(Continued from page 7) 

For Sale 

Leaders with 
Tippet Rings 

already attached! 
All you have to do is add your tippet. Lead-

ers last longer and no need to tie blood 

knots, so you save time and money. 

Available in 7 ½ and 9 ft. Lengths 

Tapered to 3X or 5X 

1 for $3.50, 2 for $6.00 

shipping included 

To order, contact Charlie Griffen at  

c.griffenod @ verizon.net 

All proceeds go to VFTU 

Chester County 
Conservation Camp 

July 7 th to 13 th 

hosted by 

CCWA–Paradise Farm Camps 

The camp is open to boys and girls 
ages 11 to 14 

(6 th, 7 th, 8 th grade.) 

Tuition of $250 covers all expenses for a 
week. Scholarships are available.  

For more information contact: 

Camp Director: Margaret Van Gilder 

phone: 610-873-0830 

email: conservationcamp@gmail.com 

website: http://www.chescocamp.org/ 
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By Jim Clark, Thad Nowakowski  
and Ted Nawilinski  

The Royersford Program had a 

great first quarter in 2019. We 

welcomed two new participants 

and two new volunteers. For the 

last two months, we've had 4 

participants building fly rods for 

the National Rod Building 

Contest. One is a 10 foot 8 weight 

that will be used to target stripers 

in New Jersey, one 9 foot 8 weight 

for local bass and carp 

opportunities, and two 5 weights 

for trout fishing, reflecting the 

diverse angling interests of our 

veterans and volunteers. The rod 

building portion of the program 

provides a great continuity from 

one meeting to the next, seeing 

progress being made, and 

ultimately ending in a new tool for 

the toolbox. The national rod 

building contest is funded by a 

generous grant from the Bob 

Woodruff Foundation, with rod 

blanks supplied by Pac Bay. If you 

are in the market for a new blank, 

please keep them in mind.  

We've also been gearing up for the 

season, tying flies for smallmouth, 

trout, and carp. One of our new 

volunteers is a top notch 

smallmouth angler, with some 

impressive tying skills. Watching 

him mentor participants through 

multi-step, articulated streamers 

has been a highlight this spring. 

We are all looking forward to 

seeing these articulated beasts in 

action, and completing the fly 

angling circle by landing the 

hardest fighting fish in 

Pennsylvania. 

Our program took a practice run 

in the National Casting 

Competition last week. The course 

is a 5 weight modified design, with 

short, medium, long, and 

obstructed targets, as well as 

distance casts. Accuracy to the 

targets is by far the most 

important key to scoring. We will 

be crowning a Royersford 

champion next month, who will 

then compete in the Pennsylvania 

region competition. The winner 

from Pennsylvania will compete in 

Bozeman this summer, in 

conjunction with the Fly Fishers 

International Expo.  

We received great news last month 

that one of our participants will 

be heading to Alaska on a National 

PHWFF trip. He'll be targeting 

dollies, silvers, and giant, football 

rainbows! 

One area of need for our program 

is on-stream mentoring. We have a 

number of participants that are 

just getting into trout fishing with 

a fly, and would love to connect 

with VFTU members on the 

stream. If you'd like to connect, 

and have an opportunity to meet 

one of our participants on a local 

creek to share your vast 

experience and knowledge, please 

send me an email. If you are 

interested in volunteering with 

our program, please contact me at 

thaddeus.nowakowski@projecthea

lingwaters.org. We meet every 

2nd, 3rd, and 4th Monday, from 

6:30 to 9:00 p.m. at the Royersford 

VFW.    

First Quarter 2019 Data 

Project Healing Waters is going 

well in Chester County. The VA 

Wednesdays are always noisy 

affairs with a great deal of chatter 

as pretzels and soft drinks mix 

with the tying activities and the 

looks of admiration for the 

finished flies. It is always 

satisfying to see the wonder on the 

faces of guys who once could 

never have imagined creating 

something that fish would actually 

attack. At the VA, the participants 

tend to be short-term patients so 

the challenge is to teach some 

basic skills in the few weeks they 

have on campus. They get hooked 

quickly and often request tools 

and materials so they can practice 
(Continued on page 10) 

 

5716 Kennett Pike, Suite D 
Centerville, DE 19807 

Hours: Tuesday through Friday 10 am-7pm 

 Saturday 10 am-5 pm 
Phone: 302-654-6515 
Mobile: 302-743-0966 

Fax: 302-654-6533 

Email: AMHeadflyfisher@AOL.com 
Website: www.amarbleheadflyfisher.com 

Terry Peach 

A Marblehead Flyfisher 

Please 
Patronize 

Our 
Advertisers 

Their generous 

donations and 

discounts make 

our raffles 

possible. 

Thanks! 

VFTU 

mailto:thaddeus.nowakowski@projecthealingwaters.org
mailto:thaddeus.nowakowski@projecthealingwaters.org
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1st Thursday 
VFTU Board Meeting  
 7:30 pm, One-room Schoolhouse, East Bradford Municipal Complex 
 666 Copeland School Rd, West Chester, PA 19380  

2nd Thursday 
VFTU General Meeting  
 7:30 pm, Chester Valley Grange, 3285 Phoenixville Pike, Malvern, PA 19355 
 September through May (except no March meeting) 

3rd Wednesday 
Valley Creek Restoration Partnership 
 10 am - noon, Tredyffrin Township Community Meeting Room 

Every Wednesday 
Project Healing Waters Fly Fishing – CVAMC Program 
 6 - 8 pm, Coatesville Veterans Administration Medical Center 

Every Monday  

Project Healing Waters Fly Fishing – Community Program 
 6 pm, West Bradford Fire Hall  
Project Healing Waters - Royersford 
 6:30 - 8:30 pm, Royersford VFW  

Thursday, June 13 
Summer Celebration at the Chadds Ford Winery  

 6:00-8:00 PM, 632 Baltimore Pike, Chadds Ford, PA 19317   

Thursday, September 12 
General Meetings Resume 

 7:30-9:00 PM, Chester Valley Grange, 3285 Phoenixville Pike Malvern, PA 19355  

tying during the week in their 

quarters. Once discharged, they 

are referred to a PHW program 

near their new residence to 

continue the healing process. 

West Bradford has a dedicated 

core of Participants as well as the 

Volunteers who come to help them 

hone their skills. These are long-

term visitors living in the 

community who have the 

advantage of being able to come 

and work with the same mentors 

week after week. Since they are 

local, the warm-weather fishing 

outings helps familiarize them 

with nearby ponds and streams. 

With the smaller group here, the 

pattern is to work together on one 

fly each week, with Veterans and 

Volunteers tying side by side to 

streamline the learning process. 

There is always a rod or two in the 

process of assembly under the 

supervision of Barry Hines.  

The figures for the first three 

months of this year are given 

below. But cold statistics are a 

poor testament to the warmth and 

camaraderie that develops within 

the group as we tie flies and build 

rods. You can experience the great 

satisfaction of working with these 

veterans by volunteering your 

tying and building and casting 

skills at our West Bradford 

Mondays [6-8,Township Fire Hall] 

and VA Wednesdays  

[6-8 Building 5]. 

(Continued from page 9) 

 Coatesville VAMC West Bradford 

Number of Veterans who visited 42 10 

Number of Veterans' Hours 330 255 

Number of Contributing Volunteers 19 11 

Volunteer hours 595 270 

Fly Tying Classes 13 11 

Casting Classes 3 2 

Rod Building Classes 10 8 

Fishing Shows Attended 2 2 



 

 

The Valley Forge Chapter of Trout Unlimited is dedicated to preserving, protecting, and 

restoring trout habitat throughout Chester County, Pennsylvania. 

Its 800+ members and affiliates are engaged in the fight to preserve our precious 

coldwater resources. All similarly inclined persons are invited to join.  

YES! Please begin my one-year membership in Trout Unlimited. I under-
stand my dues payment entitles me to all regular membership benefits 
including a personal membership card and quarterly issues of Trout 
magazine. VFTU members also receive our quarterly newsletter Bank-
Notes. 

Name __________________________________________________________________  

Address ________________________________________________________________  

 ________________________________________________________________________  

City ___________________________________________________________________  

State ________ Zip _____________ 

Phone _________ - _________ - ______________________ 

*Email _________________________________________________________________ 

*Trout Unlimited does not make email addresses available to outside parties, for 
any reason, ever. By providing your email address you help us reduce mailing and 
printing costs, which in turn helps the environment. 

Trout Unlimited is incorporated as a 501(C)3 non-profit, educational, charitable 
organization, and all monetary and property donations are tax deductible to the 
extent allowed by law.  

290 

Please select membership category: 

□ Regular $35 □ Family $55 

For other membership categories, visit the 
Trout Unlimited website at www.tu.org 

Payment enclosed: $ ________________  
Make checks payable to Trout Unlimited 

Pay by credit card: 

Account Number:_______________________________________  

Name on Card: _________________________________________  

Expiration Date:_______/__________ 

Signature: ______________________________________________  

 Enclosed is my employer’s matching contribution gift form. This is in 

addition to my membership application and payment. 

To ensure correct New Member Rebate, the VFTU chapter number is: 

 

 

VFTU General  Meet ings  
Chester Valley Grange 

3285 Phoenixville Pike 

Malvern, PA 19355 

General Meetings are held the 

2nd Thursday of each month 

7:30 PM 

September through May 

NOTE: No General Meeting in March 
The Grange is located just west of the PA Turnpike 

crossing on Phoenixville Pike 

Longitude 75.5410071 W—Latitude 40.0765783 N 

Valley Forge Trout Unlimited 

Summer Celebration 
at the Chadds Ford Winery 

Thursday June 13th from 6:00-8:00 PM 

The Winery will be providing one complementary glass 
of wine or beer. Light fare will be provided  

Guest Speaker: John Jackson, Ph.D.  
Stroud Water Research Center  

Topic: The Clean Water Act is 47 years old – What has 
Happened to Stream Health, Insect Life and the 
Implications for our Trout Streams? 

RSVP to al@yellowspringsfarm.com  
or call/text Al Renzi at 484-356-8291  

Check out this link for directions and information about 
the winery: 

https://www.chaddsford.com/pages/contact  

Al Renzi—Yellow Springs Farm 
www.yellowspringsfarm.com  

mailto:al@yellowspringsfarm.com
https://www.chaddsford.com/pages/contact
http://www.yellowspringsfarm.com

