
 

 

VALLEY FORGE TROUT UNLIMITED 

VFTU/WCFG&W Picnic  

Thursday June 7, 6:00 pm 

CCWA—Paradise Farm Camp 

1300 Valley Creek Road, 

Downingtown, PA 19335 

Chester County  

Conservation Camp 

July 8 to 14 

Check out our new  

FREE mobile app 

BankNotes is available online 

at www.valleyforgetu.org 

By Pete Hughes 

One Step Forward,  
Two Steps Back 

T 
he Clean Water Act has 

undoubtedly helped clean 

up our waterways since it 

was adopted in 1972 in response 

to public 

pressure. Many 

waterways were 

not much more 

than open 

sewers and easy 

disposal routes 

for industrial 

effluents. The 

clean-up did not 

happen overnight, though 

improvements had been steady 

and significant. However, not all 

is well as water polluters 

regularly exceed the levels of 

pollution allowed by their Clean 

Water Act permits with impunity.  

A new report released by 

PennEnvironment Research & 

Policy Center, Troubled Waters,  
Industrial Pollution Still 
Threatens American Waterways, 

documents the current situation 

where industrial facilities 

habitually exceed their permitted 

level of pollution and state and 

federal enforcement is minimal, 
(Continued on page 2) 

T 
rout Unlimited’s purpose 

is to preserve, protect, 

and restore cold-water 

streams and 

rivers.  When we 

do a stream 

restoration 

project, we 

unlock the door 

to a better 

future.  Why is 

restoring a 

stream important? Helping an 

abused, degraded creek heal itself 

and come back to life gets us in 

the water. By getting wet, we 

relate to that stream in a new way 

and from that time on we become 

identified with its wellbeing.  To 

create a restoration project, we 

have to walk the part of the 

stream we want to restore, write 

down what we saw, and create 

goals and objectives to make 

things healthier. Then, we must 

work with the PA Fish and Boat 

Commission to shape an action 

plan, eventually getting that plan 

permitted. Throughout this 

process, we learn what is needed 

to make our small restoration 

project effective. 

 

(Continued on page 3) 

Restoration  

Notes from the Prez 
1 

Environmental Update 

Chlorine Kills Fish 
4 

Project Healing Waters 6 

Mitsie Toland 

Muddling Through 
7 

Fish Tales 8 

Calendar of Events 10 



 

2 Summer 2018 WWW.VALLEYFORGETU.ORG 

where it exists at all. All the more 

concerning for VFTU and our 

members is that Pennsylvania is 

ranked second in the country for 

facilities that exceed water 

pollution standards. 

Nationally, there were 8,148 total 

exceedances in the time period 

from January, 2016 through 

September, 2017. That is a 

shocking number. It translates to 

more than a dozen times each 

and every day some industrial 

facilities were polluting our 

waterways in excess of their 

permitted levels. This is going in 

the wrong direction and in gross 

violation of the Clean Water Act’s 

stated provision of ratcheting 

down the permitted levels. 

It gets worse. In a third of the 

cases, the pollution exceedances 

were in waterways already 

significantly compromised by 

industrial effluents to such an 

extent that they are unsuitable 

for recreation, fishing and 

drinking. This activity will not 

get us where we need or want to 

be. 

This is a widespread problem, 

with 40 percent of the nation’s 

industrial facilities exceeding 

their permitted pollution levels at 

least once between January, 2016 

and September, 2017, and three 

quarters of these facilities did so 

more than once. Also, many of the 

pollution events were quite 

severe, spewing out multiple 

times the facilities’ permitted 

pollution levels. 

Regulatory Enforcement? 

So, where are our state and 

federal regulatory agencies who 

are supposed to be our 

watchdogs? Apparently, not 

looking in the right places. Often 

these pollution violators are not 

punished.  

Every year from 2011 to 2017, 

there were an average 27,849 

facilities out of compliance in the 

U.S., while an average of 13,076—

less than half—faced any EPA or 

state enforcement action.  

The number of inspections of 

industrial facilities continues to 

drop and the fines for violators, 

when actually assessed, are 

insufficient to change their 

behavior. The current 

administration and its EPA chief 

are aggressively moving to 

further lessen enforcement.  

As of December 2017, the median 

EPA-issued penalty for the first 

year of the Trump administration 

was $20,250. In comparison, the 

median penalty in 2014 was 

$45,500. And, the Trump 

Administration is proposing to 

cut enforcement of 

environmental protection 

programs by $30.4 million in the 

2019 budget. According the 

report, “… funding for Section 

106 grants, the program that 

allows the EPA to assist states in 

preventing and controlling water 

pollution, is slated to be cut by  

 

 

more than $75 million, a decrease 

of almost 33 percent.“ 

What to Do 

We are at an inflection point: Do 

we slide back and let industrial 

polluters continue to disregard 

the Clean Water Act, or do we  

 
(Continued on page 3) 

Rank State Total Exceedances 

1 Texas 938 

2 Pennsylvania 633 

3 Arkansas 567 

4 Louisiana 535 

5 Ohio 491 

6 New York 437 

7 West Virginia 407 

8 California 360 

9 Missouri 348 

10 Florida 270 

Source: PennEnvironment, Troubled Waters, 

Industrial Pollution Still Threatens American 

Waterways. Spring, 2018 

(Source: PennEnvironment. Troubled Waters, Spring, 2018.) 
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speak up and let our elected 

officials know we will not stand 

for it? Conservation 

organizations serve an invaluable 

role in bringing to light 

environmental transgressions, 

pushing regulatory agencies to do 

their jobs and petitioning state 

and federal lawmakers to protect 

our waterways. However, few 

things will move a representative 

or senator more than loud and 

clear constituent voices telling 

them to safeguard our streams, 

rivers, pond and lakes. Please 

take a moment and put pen to 

paper and let your lawmakers 

know how you feel about clean 

water. More digitally inclined? 

Go to your representatives’ 

websites and tap out your 

message. These folks are 

supposed to work for us and 

protect our waterways against 

polluters, not make it easy for 

them. Need some more 

motivation? Go fishing on one of 

our great streams and see what 

we have to lose.  

(Continued from page 2) 

Now the logical thing to do in 

restoring a stream would be to 

begin with re-vegetating its 

watershed with native trees and 

plants (first removing invasives), 

allowing rainfall to soak into the 

ground and replenish the water 

table.  The most we can usually 

start doing, however, is a small 

in-stream restoration project.  In 

the face of a system where 

making money determines what 

is and is not done, many will see 

us stream conservationists 

rolling rocks in a creek as a little 

crazy!  “Why aren’t they at home 

with a beer watching a game on 

TV?” they wonder. 

Speaking for myself, I often feel 

more than a little crazy as I see 

trees being cut down to construct 

roads, roofs, and parking lots on 

the very watersheds we in VFTU 

have struggled to restore.  “You 

can’t stop progress,” they keep 

telling us.  When I hear again that 

old, tired refrain, I pause. Into my 

mind comes a vision of true 

progress that leaves children a 

legacy of clean, healthy streams 

and fertile watersheds. 

The first step toward true 

progress begins when you or I 

deciding to volunteer to start a 

restoration project.  Nothing is 

going to happen until a point 

person steps forward, takes hold, 

clears a plan with the chapter 

and the Fish Commission, and 

organizes an initial workday on a 

Chester County cold-water 

stream.  “A big step for me to 

take,” you may say.  Yes, probably 

an even bigger step than you 

realize, for after your first work 

day, when you look around, you 

will see your efforts have made 

the creek little healthier.  That is 

not the only result—as the 

“faithful few” sweat and work 

together, we often become lasting 

friends.  You will discover gifts 

you never knew you had that 

make you more whole and strong, 

and discover new purpose in your 

life by getting in balance with 

nature itself. 

“I hear what you are saying.  I 

want to help restore a stream.  

What do I do?”  Come to a VFTU 

board meeting (the first Thursday 

of each month).  Lay out your 

concern.  We’ll discuss possible 

projects and help you get started. 

(Continued from page 1) 
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A 
s I write this, the weather 

has again turned gloomy—

wet and chilly.  The past 

two days were 

glorious if not 

even a bit hot.  

Spring is 

coming and it 

will be quickly 

followed by 

summer. 

I ran across the 

following quote 

and felt it 

appropriate to 

include here, 

“all of nature was never 

dependent on anything humans 

ever created.” Think about it.  It 

is more true than many of us 

would like to admit. 

Valley Creek Annual Clean–up 

We did our annual Valley Creek 

Cleanup on April 14 with 15 

volunteers that covered most of 

the main stem from Route 401 

down to Valley Forge National 

Historical Park.  We collected a 

fair amount of trash, at least a 20 

pound bag per participant, which 

seems to me to be less than in 

some prior years.  Midges and 

blue wing olives were coming off 

in some places.  In other 

locations, water snakes, garter 

snakes and a huge bullfrog were 

observed.  Thanks to all the 

volunteers and a special thanks 

to Karl for the donuts. 

PA Turnpike permit appeal – 
Settlement Agreement 

On the evening of April 12, your 

board of directors voted to 

authorize the signing of the 

Turnpike Settlement Agreement, 

which will bring to a close our 

legal actions against both the PA 

Turnpike and Tredyffrin 

Township.  With the approval of 

this agreement comes the end of a 

12-year odyssey for the chapter.  

The details of this story are much 

too large to go into here.  Let me 

just say that our chapter has 

continuously worked to protect 

Valley Creek.  The plan that has 

resulted in the agreement will 

offer the best protection that we 

could obtain for Valley Creek.  It 

includes some very innovative 

stormwater best management 

practices (BMPs) and very 

specific construction details with 

tight construction oversite.  We 

are convinced that the PA 

Turnpike wants this project and 

all of its stormwater BMPs to be 

successful as much as we do.  We 

thank the PA Turnpike and their 

consultant, NTM Engineering and 

the National Parks Conservation 

Association, our partner in the 

permit appeal, for their hard 

work to enable this very good 

result. 

Grant Activity 

The Tredyffrin Infiltration 

Trench projects have had their 

construction begin.  The 

contractor started the project on 

Dayleview around the end of 

March.  Even with a couple of 

delays they are making fairly 

good progress on the Dayleview 

project. Once the contractor 

completes the work there, they 

plan to head over to Hillside Rd 

to complete that section. That 

work should not take as long, 

since that stretch is smaller.  The 

township anticipates that all of 

our work will be completed by 

mid to late May.   

The Wilson Run Stream 

Restoration project continues to 

push through the paperwork 

phase.  Final Task and 

Deliverable Budget Worksheets 

and updated letters of 

commitment for grant match 

funds were required to be 

submitted.  Now with that 

accomplished DEP will send us 

our Growing Greener Grant 

Contract.  The work is designed 

and permitted so that once the 

contract arrives work can start 

very quickly.  We are anticipating 

a large tree planting effort in 

September 2018. 

Landmarks 3 

If you live in Chester County you 

should be aware of Landmarks 3.  

This is the county’s master plan 

for the future of the county—

their comprehensive plan.  The 

Chester County Planning 

Commission is a little bit better 

than half way through the 

process.  But they are very much 

looking for input from all county 

residents.  They are holding 

meetings to present the plan 

across the county.  See 

www.chescoplanning.org .  As 

fisher persons and outdoor 

enthusiasts, it is in our best 

interest to have our voices heard 

and become part of the planning, 

which will tend to guide 

development of Chester County 

for the next 10 years.  I urge all of 

our Chester County residents to 

be aware of this plan and make 

comments as you see fit and 

necessary. 

Developments  

The Bishop Tube Community has 

been working constantly through 

this past year to raise awareness 

of the highly contaminated 

Bishop Tube site in East 

Whiteland Township.  The site 

was part of a development plan 

that would have included more 

than 200 houses and only a 

partial cleanup of the 

contaminated area.  As a matter 

of fact PA DEP had not even and 

may still have not determined the 

area of the downstream plume of 

contamination.  Why is this 

important to us?  The stream that 

flows through the site is a 

headwater of Little Valley Creek.  

Whatever you do to a headwater 

you have done in some way to the 

main stream.  So Bishop Tube 

Clean and Green continues to 
(Continued on page 5) 

Pete Goodman 

http://www.chescoplanning.org
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Chlorine Kills Fish! 

By Peter Lee 

T 
hat wonderful cool water 

we sip may have enough 

chlorine in it to kill fish, 

frogs, salamanders, our wonderful 

bugs and anything that lives in 

the waters we cherish. The water 

companies use chlorine to kill the 

“bugs” that will make us sick and 

to disinfect the waste water 

during treatment. This is a 

necessity for our health. Another 

source of chlorine is swimming 

pools when maintenance or 

repairs call for draining the 

chlorinated water. Unless your 

water comes from a private well, 

chances are it’s chlorinated. Even 

some private wells need help 

occasionally, and a system is used 

to add chlorine. 

These industries know the 

problems associated with chlorine 

and work hard to minimize the 

damage. Stuff happens! A water 

main break in January 2016 was 

the cause of this fish kill. Even 

when there is not a visible “kill,” 

there is still damage to fish tissue, 

mostly to the gills. 

What can we do? Being aware of 

the dangers is most important. 

Most folks have no idea that our 

drinking water kills fish. Some of 

us with aquariums and goldfish 

learned early in life. If you need 

to empty your pool, don’t drain 

the water onto the street, where it 

will go directly into the storm 

water system. The grass can use 

the water! We will never be able 

to prevent all the kills. Just some! 

push for a complete cleanup of the 

site and for the site to become 

permanent open space in an area 

of East Whiteland that has very 

little parkland.  See the group’s 

website at http://bit.ly/

BishopTubeCleanGreen. 

At the East Whiteland Township 

Supervisor’s meeting on April 11, 

Bishop Tube was again on the 

agenda.  There were several 

members of the community in 

attendance.  It has come up for 

many extensions requested by the 

developer.  This was another of 

those requests but Supervisor Sue 

Drummond read portions of the 

letter and this was different.  Here 

is an excerpt from the letter: “On a 

related matter, my client has 

agreed to concurrently initiate a 

dialogue with East Whiteland 

Township, Chester County and 

other appropriate entities to 

determine whether a feasible 

arrangement for the purchase of 

the Bishop Tube Property as open 

space can be facilitated.  Given the 

complexities of the issue, that 

process could take months to 

determine.”  The extension sought 

and approved was through 

October 10, 2018.  I feel that this is 

very good news. 

Another development that has 

come to our attention is the large 

swath of property (172 acres) 

owned by the Rubino family which 

encompasses the longtime closed 

Knickerbocker Landfill.  Owner 

Joe Rubino, who knows many of 

our long time members, asked the 

developers to reach out to VFTU 

and see if we could support the 

site’s development.  We have met 

twice with the developer and 

there will be a public scoping 

meeting on April 16 at the 

Desmond Hotel for invited 

neighbors to the property.  We will 

be watching this very closely.  We 

have been offered a carrot … that 

with the development may come 

fishing access to that long closed 

to the public section of Valley 

Creek.  We will keep you informed. 

Rain Garden Maintenance in 
Wilson Farm Park  

We will be scheduling some spring 

maintenance for the rain gardens 

in Wilson Farm Park in the near 

future.  It is a great volunteer 

opportunity.  There is great 

camaraderie and it is amazing to 

see the gardens morph into 

luscious storm water sponges.  

Watch for these opportunities 

coming up this spring on the 

website and through the VFTU 

mobile app. 

Remember 

Spring is the time of year when we 

find and observe the most 

violations to our streams.  We 

record the most fish kills in the 

spring.  While fishing, be 

observant of the area you are in 

and if something seems amiss, 

report it.  Please also put a plastic 

bag or two in your vest or stuffed 

down in your waders for collecting 

stream side debris and trash.  

Your effort to collect this material 

may just be enough to keep that 

section of stream you are on open 

for fishing in the future.  Thank 

you all for being the eyes and ears 

of Valley Forge Trout Unlimited.  

Only all of us together can protect 

our valuable and vulnerable 

streams. 

(Continued from page 4) 

http://bit.ly/BishopTubeCleanGreen
http://bit.ly/BishopTubeCleanGreen
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The Night the Projector Died 

O 
ur Project Healing Waters 

(PHW) programs started 

out the year by being the 

entertainment 

at the January 

11 chapter 

meeting. Now 

three programs 

strong, 

(Coatesville 

Veterans 

Administration, 

West Bradford, 

and Royersford) 

we figured that 

since we have 

been at this for five years, it was 

time to bring the chapter up to 

date on our activities. The 

attendance exceeded our 

usual meetings, and it was the 

first time that I can recall extra 

chairs having to be brought into 

the Grange meeting room. 

Dave Riggio put the presentation 

together with a couple of other 

volunteers chirping in where 

required. This included sifting 

through hundreds of photos of 

our sessions. Unfortunately, 

when he went to get started, the 

blasted projector refused to wake 

up. No amount of CPR or 

technical fiddling could breathe 

life back into it. No matter, Dave 

did a masterful job, and I think 

that the attendees now have a 

better understanding of what we 

are about. 

Also attending was Todd 

Desgrosseilliers, president and 

CEO of Project Healing Waters 

Fly Fishing. Todd was there to 

present VFTU with a Chapter 

Excellence Award, but also gave 

some insight into his personal 

involvement with PHW. He also 

helped dole out two- and five-

year service pins to the 

volunteers. 

In March, Dave attended a 

training seminar in La Plata, MD, 

where Todd mentioned to him 

that, in his opinion, VFTU is the 

best TU chapter in the country. 

Hell, we already knew that. 

In other TU chapters, there is 

some question about how 

involvement with PHW is 

somehow outside the TU mission 

statement to “preserve, protect, 

and promote” cold water 

resources. This isn’t unique to 

VFTU, as Dave has heard the 

same from other chapters when 

he is exploring the possibility of 

expanding PHW in the state. 

I find this a tad confusing, as the 

original intent of our getting 

involved was to see if a project 

significantly different from 

anything else we do would spark 

interest from previously inactive 

members. That it has done. We 

now have more than 30 

volunteers scattered among our 

three programs that don’t appear 

on the inside of the last page of 

BANKNOTES. These are folks 

who come out every week, with 

some, two or three times each 

week. Some are even coming out 

to help at the Trout Show. This 

would seem to fall under 

“promote” in much the same way 

as our Fly Fishing School or 

chapter participation in Orvis 101 

events do, maybe more so. 

Additionally, we take advantage 

of the TU national program of 

signing up vets for a free one-

year membership in TU. Prior to 

vets leaving CVAMC, I gather 

their contact info, pass it on to 

Pete Lee, and he gets them signed 

up. Those living locally come to 

VFTU, and those elsewhere get 

assigned to the closest chapter. In 

that way, many other TU 

chapters benefit, even those 

without any sort of veteran’s 

program. Many, if not most, of 

our vets are unaware of the TU/

PHW partnership. I explain that 

PHW supplies the funding and 

the plan, while TU and other 

groups supply the volunteers. I 

also explain that TU is a cold 

water conservation group, and 

without resource protection, fly 

fishing-based therapy is just not 

viable. They get that. Sounds like 

“promote, protect and preserve” 

to me. 

On the local front, all three 

programs have been heavily 

involved in rod building, with 

quite a few being submitted to 

the PHW rod building 

competition. New this year, PHW 

has started a casting competition, 

and we are involved in that as 

well. Being of the “stealth and 

treachery” school of angling, I 

intend to remain worthless in 

this area. Fly tying continues to 

be popular, although it is getting 

harder to come up with new stuff 

to pique the interest of our 

participants. I’ve gotten some of 

our vets to download the VFTU 

mobile app, directing them to 

Tim Flagler’s tying videos for 

inspiration. New volunteer Jerry 

Coviella is mentoring one of our 

Coatesville guys for the national 

fly tying competition. Plans have 

been finalized for our fishing 

outings this year by all three 

groups. Our first excursion of the 

year was to the Fly Fishing Show 

in Lancaster. 

Last year, VFTU sponsored one of 

our participants, retired Warrant 

Officer Daniel Miller, for a TU 

national trip to Montana. He and 

Matt Seymour have put together 

a presentation on this trip, which 

will be featured at a Fall 2018 

chapter meeting, so stay tuned. 

As always, if any BANKNOTES 

readers are interested in finding 

out what in blazes keeps 30 or so 

volunteers coming out several 

times each week, all year, come 

out and visit one of our sessions 

or outings. I promise we won’t 

put you to work. You just might 

go away smiling.  

Jim Clark 
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By Pete Goodman 

O 
n Monday, April 16 I 

received word that Mitsie 

Toland (Marian Thayer 

Toland) had passed away.  She 

had died on April 7, peacefully at 

age 91. 

I had the very special honor of 

being one of Mitsie’s friends.  I 

came to know her as I became 

active with VFTU, spending more 

time on and around Valley Creek.  

Mitsie was at that time the 

driving force and guiding light of 

the Open Land Conservancy of 

Chester County (OLC).  This is 

the organization that has three 

land preserves along Valley 

Creek, which are open to the 

public.  Her home abutted Valley 

Creek.  She loved Valley Creek as 

much as Carl Dusinberre or I did, 

and she fought heroically to 

protect it. 

Her obituary says that she was a 

passionate advocate for 

preserving natural habitats.  She 

was so much more than that.  She 

was a slight woman with a warm 

smile who was very self-assured.  

Always with a smile she would 

tell you that you were wonderful 

or that you were a jerk.  In either 

case she would expound on her 

comment so that there was no 

doubt in your mind what you had 

done to please her or offend her.  

Her moral compass was locked 

and true—never a deviation.  In 

these times of radical divisions 

between us we need Mitsie.  She 

was a negotiator and someone 

who could get things done— 

mostly on her terms.  She 

protected a lot of land, working 

with developers and calling on 

people with expertise in 

whatever field was required to 

accomplish the protection.   

She started the Environmental 

Advisory Council in Tredyffrin 

Township.  It was one of the very 

first in the state.  It was a strong 

force in its early days with Mitsie 

leading the group as the 

township was rapidly developing 

around the new Route 202 

Expressway corridor.   

Many of us remember Mitsie and 

her association with OLC.  She 

was engaged with several 

environmental organizations in 

the area as well and was a past 

president of the Green Valleys 

Association.  The OLC, under 

Mitsie’s tutelage, was part of the 

Valley Creek Coalition that sued 

PA DEP. This resulted in the 

Valley Creek Settlement 

Agreement, which we use today 

to protect Valley Creek. 

John Wilmer wrote, “Yesterday, I 

read that Mitsie Toland passed 

away.  I liked her very much.  She 

and Carl Dusinberre were like 

Yin and Yang—darkness and 

light— storm and an April 

shower, with an occasional 

cloudburst.  But they both got the 

job done and helped things 

grow.” 

Mitsie and Carl were two of my 

mentors as I was getting my feet 

under me in the stream 

protection effort.  I miss them 

both a lot.  They could get things 

done that I can’t even dream 

about.  Now they are both on the 

same side of the glorious stream.  

Good bye, good friends. 

By Jim Clark 

E 
ven though we still fish many 
of the flies devised centuries 
ago, fly-tying innovation con-

tinues to rip along at an amazing 
clip.  Much of this innovation is 
fueled by finding solutions to old 
problems by using new materials, 
many that were originally developed 
for some other purpose.  The antron 
shucks for the caddis pupa patterns 
of Gary LaFontaine, for example, 
were originally rug material.  Fol-
lowing the maxim of "If a little is 
good, a lot is much more better 
good," antron is now incorporated 

into just about all manner of tying 
materials, whether appropriate or 
not. 

All genres of fly-tying continue to 
evolve, but to my mind, streamers or 
baitfish imitations seem to lead the 
pack.  In days of old, many stream-
ers were merely stretched versions 
of standard wet fly patterns.  Even 
the imitative creations of Lew Oat-
man and Sam Slaymaker weren't 
really bulky in the right places to do 
a good job of imitating finned trout 
fodder. 

The imagination and artistry of 
modern tyers have given us minny 

imitations that look real enough to 
flop around in your hand, and it 
doesn't stop at the vise.  Oh no, in-
stead of lyrical pattern names like 
Gray Ghost and Silver Darter, we 
now have names like Articulated 
Butt Thingy and Blonde Lap Dancer.  
Scary stuff, there. 

The trend towards more realistic 
baitfish shapes got its kick start in 
1946 with the invention of Don 
Gapen's Muddler Minnow.  Soon af-
ter its birth, the Muddler was 
praised to high heavens by outdoor 
writers like A J McClane, and the 

(Continued on page 9) 
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For Sale 
Leaders with 

Tippet Rings 

already attached! 
All you have to 

do is add your 

tippet. Leaders 

last longer and 

no need to tie 

blood knots, so 

you save time 

and money. 

Available in 7 ½  

and 9 ft. Lengths 

Tapered to 3X or 5X 

1 for $3.50,  

2 for $6.00 

shipping included 

To order, contact 

Charlie Griffen at  

c.griffenod  

@ verizon.net 

All proceeds go to 

VFTU 

By Dave Macaleer 

T 
he late afternoon light 
filtered down, adding a 
golden glow to the meadow. 

He had hoped for the sound of elk 
bugles ringing in his ears, but Elk 
Park was quiet as he fished, with 
only occasional geese and other 
birds flying over to break the 
solitude. The season was still too 
warm for the elk to leave the 
coolness of the trees for their 
autumn rutting rituals. The angler 
worked his way along the Gibbon 
River, blind casting to the undercut 
banks and the likely slots, hoping 
for a legendary Yellowstone lunker 
trout to strike. Several small trout 
obliged, but the large ones eluded 
his search.  

Suddenly, at the surface of a deep 
hole was a rise. The only rise he had 
seen until now. It was still a little 
far, so he decided to fish up to the 
spot and then try his luck on the 
“willing(?)” fish. He continued 
moving and casting along the 

stream, towards the riser. Then, 
without warning, the quiet was 
shattered and he was startled as a 
coot spooked from behind a log, ran 
across the stream, and NO!, across 
the deep hole, spooking the rising 
trout. The coot found himself a safe 
haven on the far side of the stream 
and the angler slowly shook his 
head helplessly. Waiting for the 
previously rising trout proved 
fruitless, and casts to the spot went 
unrewarded. The angler continued 
along the stream, still catching only 
an occasional small trout. 

The coyote moved through the trees 
to the edge of the meadow and 
paused to survey the area. It’s two 
hunting partners doing the same, 
strung out over 100 yards. They 
moved across the meadow, 
constantly scanning for likely 
critters to call dinner. Nearing the 
stream the coyote altered direction 
to the stream and looked up and 
down the run. Canine instincts 
kicked in as he caught a whiff.  

What was that and boy, is it close?!  

The angler was up at a bend, 
working a riffle. One fish struck and 
got away, then another. He 
continued to concentrate on stream, 
then paused for a look around. At 
the bend at the other end of the run 
was a coyote. The coyote 
approached the stream and looked 
around. Something had the coyote’s 
attention. Having hunted grouse 
and pheasant with a trained bird 
dog, the angler recognized the 
“birdy” look and body language of 
the coyote. The coyote bent over the 
bank, pulled up a mouthful of coot 
and trotted off, as the angler 
cracked a smile. After a couple of 
more casts, the angler put the fly on 
the hook keeper and started the 
walk through the failing light 
towards his vehicle, an amused 
smile still stuck on his face. Justice 
served or just another day for the 
web of life? 

(True story!) See you on the stream! 

“Angling or float fishing I can only compare to a stick and a string, with a 

worm at one end and a fool at the other.” 

Samuel Johnson 
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5716 Kennett Pike Suite D 

Centerville, DE 19807 

Phone: 302-654-6515 

Mobile: 302-743-0966 Hours: Tue thru Fri 10AM-7PM 

Fax: 302-654-6533  Sat 10 AM-5PM 

Email: AMHeadflyfisher@AOL.com 

Website: www.amarbleheadflyfisher.com 

Terry Peach 

A Marblehead Flyfisher 
bandwagon was soon overflowing.  By the time I began 
tying and fishing  flies in the early sixties, everyone 
was convinced the Muddler was the second coming of 
the Gold Ribbed Hare's Ear. 

Cute, in kind of an ugly sort of way, the Muddler did 
have many of the attributes of the Hare's Ear.  Drab, 
speckled, with a dash of gold tinsel and a big trimmed 
deer hair head, the Muddler was supposed to be an   
imitation of a sculpin minnow.  We didn't have sculpins 
in West Valley, but we did have tessellated darters, a 
similar looking bottom dweller, and one time I posed 
an embarrassed specimen next to a Muddler in my 
aquarium.  They did look related. 

The problem was, I couldn't catch a trout on one to 
save my life.  Oh, they were intrigued by the thing.  
They would charge from under cover, swatting, snap-
ping, and nipping at it.  They would roll on it like a 
puppy on poop, and they would dribble it across the 
streambed like an NBA point guard, but they would 
never get it in their mouth long enough to get hooked, 
much less landed. 

It gets worse.  I decided, reluctantly, that maybe it was 
my tie that failed to inject the magic that this fly alleg-
edly possessed, so I bought one.  Bob's Sporting Goods 
in Downingtown was going out of business, and every-
thing was 50% off, so for a quarter, I purchased a per-
fect specimen.  When I got home, though, it wasn't in 
the bag. 

I was cursed.  It was starting to sink in that maybe cer-
tain Celtic pagan deities had decided that messing with 
me was their new summer sport.  Hell, maybe they 
were even ghost-writing McClane's articles! 

I didn't touch one of the cursed things for over a dec-
ade. 

In the late seventies I spent a lot of time on the FFO 
water on the Brandywine's west branch.  The bug life 
here was different and more complex than that found 
on West Valley, so my tying efforts expanded to fill in 
the gaps.  This was before the Woolly Bugger phenome-
non really took off, and I was looking for an interesting 
streamer to try out. 

(Continued from page 7) 

(Continued on page 10) 
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1st Thursday 
VFTU Board Meeting  
 7:30 pm, One-room Schoolhouse, East Bradford Municipal Complex 
 666 Copeland School Rd, West Chester, PA 19380  

2nd Thursday 
VFTU General Meeting  
 7:30 pm, Chester Valley Grange, 3285 Phoenixville Pike, Malvern, PA 19355 
 September through May (except no March meeting) 

3rd Wednesday 
Valley Creek Restoration Partnership 
 10 am - noon, Tredyffrin Township Community Meeting Room 

Every Wednesday 
Project Healing Waters Fly Fishing – CVAMC Program 
 6 - 8 pm, Coatesville Veterans Administration Medical Center 

1st & 3rd Monday 
Project Healing Waters Fly Fishing – Community Program 
 6 pm, West Bradford Fire Hall 

2nd, 3rd & 4th Monday 
Project Healing Waters - Royersford 
 6:30 - 9 pm, Royersford VFW (If there is a fifth Monday, they go fishing) 

If you see a spill or fish kill, call any of your officers or board 
members (see the inside back cover of BankNotes). 

Illegal Fishing, Poaching , Disturbance of a Waterway,  
Fish Kills or Illegal Dumping: 

Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission 

Our local WCO, Bob Bonney, has requested 
emergencies be reported immediately to him  
via his cell phone: 610-637-6398 
and to the Southeast Region of the PA F&BC 
(8:00 AM – 4:00 PM weekdays) 717-626-0228 

 
 

Fish Kills , Illegal Dumping:, Water Quality or Pollution: 

Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection 

Emergencies should be reported immediately  
by telephone to the Southeast Regional Office at  
484-250-5900 (24 hours a day, 7 days a week) 

Erosion and Sedimentation Issues: 

Chester County Conservation District 

610-925-4920 

Well and Septic Issues: 

Chester County Health Department 

610-344-6225 

Thursday, June 7 

VFTU/WCFG&W Picnic  
 6:00 pm, CCWA-Paradise Farm Camp 
 1300 Valley Creek Road, Downingtown, PA 19335 

July 8th to 14th 

Chester County Conservation Camp 
 CCWA-Paradise Farm Camp 
 1300 Valley Creek Road, Downingtown, PA 19335 

Muddling Through 

I tied some Matukas, using wood-
cock for the back and tail, but my 
sizing of these feathers was less 
than exact, and a lot of my ties had 
a head two or three times longer 
than they needed to be.  I filled up 
this area with clumps of dubbed 
muskrat or bunny fur.  The result-
ing silhouette looked a lot like the 
cursed you-know-what, but the 

blamed things caught me a herd of 
trout. 

Tempting fate, I tried the same 
stunt on the Muddler.  It worked.  I 
added some lead wire over the 
thread windings before adding the 
dubbed head, and it worked better.  
Now it dived towards the bottom 
between strips instead of popping 
up like the trimmed deer hair ver-
sion did.  Now the former pariah is 
one of the three patterns I'm likely 
to use on any given day. 

As for those heathen deities, they 
are still at work, just not on me.  
I've recently found out that my 
brother Joe has never caught a 
trout on a Muddler, and neither has 
my fishing buddy, Rob. 

Excuse me, I have some exorcising 
to do... 

(Continued from page 9) 

“If I have seen further than others, it is by 

standing upon the shoulders of giants.” 

Isaac Newton  



 

 

 

YES! Please begin my one-year membership in Trout Unlimited. I under-
stand my dues payment entitles me to all regular membership benefits 
including a personal membership card and quarterly issues of Trout 
magazine. VFTU members also receive our quarterly newsletter Bank-
Notes. 

Name __________________________________________________________________  

Address ________________________________________________________________  

 ________________________________________________________________________  

City ___________________________________________________________________  

State ________ Zip _____________ 

Phone _________ - _________ - ______________________ 

*Email _________________________________________________________________ 

*Trout Unlimited does not make email addresses available to outside parties, for 
any reason, ever. By providing your email address you help us reduce mailing and 
printing costs, which in turn helps the environment. 

Trout Unlimited is incorporated as a 501(C)3 non-profit, educational, charitable 
organization, and all monetary and property donations are tax deductible to the 
extent allowed by law.  

290 

Please select membership category: 

□ Regular $35 □ Family $55 

For other membership categories, visit the 
Trout Unlimited website at www.tu.org 

Payment enclosed: $ ________________  
Make checks payable to Trout Unlimited 

Pay by credit card: 

Account Number:_______________________________________  

Name on Card: _________________________________________  

Expiration Date:_______/__________ 

Signature: ______________________________________________  

 Enclosed is my employer’s matching contribution gift form. This is in 

addition to my membership application and payment. 

To ensure correct New Member Rebate, the VFTU chapter number is: 

 

The Valley Forge Chapter of Trout Unlimited is dedicated to preserving, protecting, and 

restoring trout habitat throughout Chester County, Pennsylvania. 

Its 800+ members and affiliates are engaged in the fight to preserve our precious 

coldwater resources. All similarly inclined persons are invited to join.  

VFTU General  Meetings  

Chester Valley Grange 
3285 Phoenixville Pike 

Malvern, PA 19355 

General Meetings held the second Thursday of each month 

7:30 PM 

September through May 

NOTE: No General Meeting in March 
The Grange is located just west of the  

PA Turnpike crossing on Phoenixville Pike 

Longitude 75.5410071 West 

Latitude 40.0765783 North 

Chester County  

Conservation Camp 

July 8th to 14th 

hosted by 

CCWA-Paradise Farm Camps 

The camp is open to boys and girls  

ages 11 to 14 (6th, 7th, 8th grade.) 

Tuition of $250 covers  

all expenses for a week.  

Scholarships are available.  

For more information contact: 

Camp Director: Margaret Van Gilder  

phone: 610-873-0830 

email: conservationcamp@gmail.net 

website: http://www.chescocamp.org/ 


