
 

 

VALLEY FORGE TROUT UNLIMITED 

42nd Annual VFTU Trout Show 

Saturday March 19  

1:00—2:30 pm 

STREAM Girls 

Saturday May 21 

Register Now! 

BankNotes is available online 

at www.valleyforgetu.org 

By Jim Leonard 

2022 Trout Show 

VFTU is pleased to be holding our 42nd 
annual Trout Show this year on Saturday, 
March 19 starting at 1:00 pm. Due to the 
uncertainties of the Covid pandemic, it will 
be a Zoom meeting instead of an in-person 
show, which is disappointing for us and no 
doubt a lot of you. The Trout Show is a 
major fund raiser for us, and it is your 
generosity which enables us to continue our 
mission to conserve, protect and restore 
cold water fisheries and their watersheds 
principally here in Chester County. We will 
be mailing our Main Raffle tickets to you 
again this spring, and winners will be 
announced during the show. We are also 
planning to run a separate sweepstakes and 
an auction on-line, mimicking our practice 
of having several different raffles during a 
live show. Keep an eye on our website 
(www.valleyforgetu.org) for links to both 

the show and the on-line sweepstakes and 
auction. Speaking of fund raising, I wanted 
to take the opportunity to thank all of you 
who participated in our on-line fundraisers 
this past fall.  

We have been working on our electronic 
communications by building our email list 
and establishing and expanding our 
presence on Facebook, Instagram and 
Twitter, thanks to the efforts of Len 
Zappolo, Les Young and Steve Grim. If you 
are not getting emails from Valley Forge 
TU, but would like to, send an email to 
peterkleemalvern@hotmail.com. If you 
want to adjust the amount of mail and email 
you get from TU National, you can fine 
tune what you receive by calling  
1-800-834-2419 between 9 am and 7 pm 
Eastern Standard Time Monday through 
Friday , or by emailing TROUT@TU.ORG 
about email and mail communications. 

(Continued on page 2) 

By Pete Goodman 

On Friday, January 14, 2022 shortly before 

8:00 a.m. there was an explosive water 

main break under the roadway of Route 401 

in the vicinity of the rear driveway to Great 

Valley High School, between Route 202 

and Phoenixville Pike. The repair 

excavation extended across both west 

bound lanes causing the road to be closed 

for some period of time. The eruption from 

the blown-out pipe pushed a huge amount 

of gravel and mud into the Exceptional 

Value stream, Valley Creek filling the 

adjacent stream channel. That was bad for 

the stream but the drinking water spill was 

much worse. The chlorine in our public 

drinking water mains is concentrated 

enough to kill everything with gills in the 

stream. The drinking water killed fish 

downstream for approximately 1.5 stream 

miles. This is pretty amazing since the spike 

in the flow due to the break was only just 

over two hours and the general area is very 

heavily influenced by inflowing spring and 

a substantial tributary. The chlorine 

concentration must have been quite 

significant since a lot of dilution would 

have occurred. The Valley Forge Chapter of 

Trout Unlimited who has adopted Valley 

Creek as their home water found out about 

this most recent disaster mid-morning that 

day and called Waterways Conservation 

Officer Robert Bonney of the Pennsylvania 

Fish and Boat Commission to notify him of 

the spill. Also notified was one of VFTU’s 

board members, Pete Hughes. Upon arrival 

on site, they found the road closed to traffic 

and heavy equipment was opening up a 

very large excavation to facilitate repairs. A 

pump was pumping out the excavation into 

a filter bag that seemed to be producing 
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more mud than it was filtering. The 

situation immediately downstream was a 

disaster with dead fish covered in mud, 

others clinging to the last vestiges of life 

bobbing at the surface trying to get oxygen 

into their chlorine destroyed gills. As 

steward of the stream and the fish that live 

there it was a devastating sight.  

On Friday evening a call went out via social 

media to please help WCO Bonney count 

the number of dead trout and other fish 

killed. This was going to be cold work as 

the temperature was to dip into single digits 

and be the coldest day in three years. But at 

10:00 a.m. on Saturday a group of about 12 

intrepid souls got out of their warm 

vehicles and got their orders for which 

stream sections they should count dead fish. 

It was pretty amazing to turn out this many 

folks in such short order on such a frigid 

day. One report for the day covered a half 

mile stretch going downstream from the 

Mill Road bridge and they found 298 dead 

trout from 3 to 15 inches long and 717 

other fish, such as minnows, dace and 

suckers. Incredible numbers since all of 

these fish were wild, born in the stream. 

What is also worrying is that the young-of-

the-year trout were just starting to come up 

out of gravel nesting areas. Welcome to 

Valley Creek. 

 

 

Over the years - this has been going on for 

decades - the Valley Forge Chapter of 

Trout Unlimited has tried to approach 

Aqua, the water main operator, to try to 

work with them to find solutions to these 

still occurring pipe failures. We know that 

there are technologies out there that could 

help with this. We know also that they have 

a large pipe line replacement program. 

Aqua has told us that there are special 

response measures for the Valley Creek 

watershed. And still drinking water main 

breaks are killing wild trout in Valley 

Creek. On Saturday one of the dead trout 

measured 18 inches long. What a waste for 

the gene pool and what a waste for lost 

angler opportunities. Thanks, Aqua – 

Thanks a lot. 

(Continued from page 1) 

Another Water Main Break 

Notes from the Prez 

Water Main Break 

As detailed in the article above, on January 

14 an Aqua America water main broke 

causing a fish kill and dumping tons of 

gravel and mud into Valley Creek. 

Chlorinated water kills aquatic life by 

burning the gills until the organisms can no 

longer absorb oxygen. There have been 16 

documented water main breaks in the 

watershed since 1984, and they appear to be 

happening more and more often. Seven of 

these have occurred since 2016. 

The USGS gauge just upstream of Valley 

Forge National Historic Park showed a very 

sharp spike from about 20 cfs to 40 cfs. The 

spike began at 1:00 PM and lasted for about 

an hour, although the gauge showed 

increased flow until 11:00 PM. My 

calculations based on gauge flow indicate 

about 1.4 million gallons of chlorinated 

water were discharged during this time 

period.  

Aqua America had a repair crew on the 

scene about 2 hours after the break 

occurred. While they have gotten somewhat 

better in response times, I think it is 

obvious that their current methods are not 

working well enough to adequately protect 

the stream. VFTU has tried unsuccessfully 

in the recent past to meet with Aqua 

executives, and we are not having any 

success in doing so as of this writing. We 

will continue our efforts and keep you 

informed of our progress.  

As bad as this has been for Valley Creek, a 

few good things did happen. A VFTU 

member fishing downstream noticed the 

discolored water and reported it very soon 

after the break occurred. PA Fish & Boat 

Water Conservation Officer Bob Bonney 

was home and not feeling well that Friday, 

but when notified he quickly responded to 

the scene, along with VFTU board member 

Pete Hughes. That evening, a call for 

volunteers to help assess the damage went 

out. Led by Bob, 12 folks showed up the 

next day to work in 17 degree weather. It 

was really heartening to have that many 

volunteers, especially on such short notice. 

A very big thank you is due to Bob and the 

volunteers. 

Report What You See 

Reporting things about a stream that seem 

wrong to you is extremely important. As is 

often the case, time is of the essence. A list 

of contacts and phone numbers appears on 

page 9 of this issue. Please take a moment 

to get these into your contacts on your cell 

phone. 

Help Wanted 

In the past, we have gotten legal counsel 

from our good friend John Wilmer who has 

since retired. Considering the issues we are 

dealing with, including this water main 

break, the development at the 

Knickerbocker landfill site and the 

development of the Bishop Tube site, it is 

likely we will need legal counsel in the not 

too distant future. If you or someone you 

know has experience with environmental 

law, VFTU would like to hear from you. 

Please contact us at 

ValleyForgeTU@gmail.com or call me at 

610/793-1706. 

(Continued from page 1) 

Want to get more involved in 
protecting cold water 

fisheries in Chester County? 
Get more involved with  

Valley Forge Trout Unlimited! 

How can you do it? 
Easy! 

 Email us at 
valleyforgetu@gmail.com with 
questions, concerns or ideas  

 Make sure we have your 
current email. Send an email to 
peterkleemalvern@hotmail.com 

 Attend our general meetings 

 Check out our website at 
www.valleyforgetu.org 

All are welcome to join and 
participate! 
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Mandy Nix, Stroud Water Research Center 
Watershed Education Specialist, received a 
special award from Valley Forge Trout 
Unlimited for her outstanding work leading 
the STREAM Girls program for Stroud 
Water Research Center for the past 3 years. 
On December 5, 2021, VFTU members who 
were part of STREAM Girls celebrated at a 
nice lunch at Byrsa Bistro in Kennett Square, 
along with VFTU Chapter President Jim 
Leonard and our new Southeast PATU Vice 
President Rick Nyles. Santa and the Kennett 
Square Fire Department also drove by, twice. 

The December ZOOM General Meeting 
marked the occasion with a video clip of the 
presentation. 

Mandy Nix is key to the successful SE PA 
STREAM Girls programs, the first being a 
live, in-person weekend based at the Stroud 
Water Research Center and co-hosted with 
Valley Forge Trout Unlimited.in 2019, the 
second being the virtual adaptation in 2021. 
Mandy was THE major force in designing 
and running these programs. 

 

In the course of putting our programs 
together, Mandy showed very effective 
leadership and organizational skills, 
integrating feedback and input from the 
volunteers and resources. She ran effective 
focused meetings while treating all 
volunteers and staff with consideration and 
grace. Her e-mail and phone 
communications, minutes and notes were 
timely and complete.  

The 2021 program ran smoothly with 
enthusiastic participation by both STREAM 

Girls and their parents, thanks to the 
excellent content, theme, format, 
organization and delivery.  

Recognizing that the girls were suffering 
from ZOOM fatigue from their “new- 
normal” schoolwork, Mandy envisioned the 
need to make the program more accessible. 
The graphics and PowerPoint presentations 
channeled Mandy's refreshing creativity and 
energy which appealed not only to the 
STREAM Girls, but also to their siblings 
(who wanted to be part of STREAM Girls) 
and parents.  

Mandy’s work as Environmental Education 
Specialist at Stroud Water Research Center 
sows the seeds for the future of conservation. 
Enlisting and engaging so many new girls as 
well as their families in the cause for 
conservation and developing programs 
suitable for scaling up so other chapters can 
repeatedly use them in the future are 
achievements worthy of recognition by 
PATU. Hopefully the girls will be future 
leaders in conservation, as well as PATU 
members.  

By Len Zappolo 
Instagram @fly_fishing_tightlines 

Instagram @valleyforgetu 

Little Black Stone Fly Nymph 
The Little Black Stone Fly emerges February 15 – April 15 in late 

morning and early afternoon and are readily abundant in many 

Pennsylvania streams. 

Material List 
Hook: 3X-long nymph hook, size 18 
Thread: 8/0 black 
Legs/Antennae: Mini black centipede legs 
Abdomen: micro black stretch tubing 
Wingcase: 6-8 natural pheasant tail fibers, snip the tips 
Thorax: Dark hare’s mask (or equivalent) 

Directions 

Tie the thread on and leave a small amount of space behind the eye. 
Take about three inches of the centipede legs and align the tips 
while forming a small loop at the other end. Place on top of the 
hook with the loop extending beyond the eye about ½ inch. Take 
thread wraps securing what will be the legs on top of the hook and 
take the thread down to just about the hook bend. Next take thread 
wraps back to about the one-third point. Cut the loop above the eye 
to form the antennae. Then cut the legs so that they are as long as 
the hook. Then take the stretch tubing, tie it in and with a bit of 
tension while keeping it on top of the hook, take wraps all the way 
to the base of the legs. Return the tread to the initial tying point. 
Take the stretch tubing and wrap it up to its tie-in point and secure 
it with a few wraps of tying thread. Next take the pheasant tail 
fibers and tie them in the space in front of the tubing and tie 
rearward to the one third point, then return the thread to just behind 
the eye. Create a thin dubbing noodle and wrap to create the thorax. 
Once done, fold the tail fibers over and take a few wraps to secure. 
Do a five-turn whip finish to cover the butts. A drop of head cement 
wouldn’t hurt. 

Other Flies Hatching Concurrently 

Little Blue-Winged Olive, March 1 – April 30 (afternoon) 

Little Black Caddis, March 1 – May 20 (afternoon) 

 

Keep it simple. Don’t overthink it and smash those barbs! 

Practice safe catch and release. 

STREAM Girls Leader Receives Award From VFTU 

Len’s Fly Tying Corner 

http://unlimited.in/
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It is time again to type out another 

environmental update. Time seems to rush 

between these articles for me like a rivulet 

down a steep incline. So much to do and so 

little time. At least I 

have dodged Covid 

and the variants so 

far and I am 

planning on keeping 

it that way. Double 

vaccinated with a 

booster and KN95 

masks in all public 

places. It is the best 

that I can do to 

protect me and to 

protect you. I know 

several folks who have been vaccinated and 

with a booster who have gotten Covid 

anyway. Be careful out there. 

We have had a bit of weather here in 

January. Some threatened snow and some 

actual snow. Not a lot but what I have 

observed is that it only takes a mild threat 

of snow and the salt and brine trucks are 

out in full force. Using the past storm as an 

example there were still piles of salt on 

entrance ramps and road sides when the 

brine trucks hit the road and that was from 

a storm that never did give us any 

precipitation. The amount of salt wasted is 

appalling but what is more appalling is 

what all that salt is doing to our fresh water. 

Drew Reif of USGS and John Jackson of 

Stroud Water Research discuss salt (NaCl) 

a contaminant of emerging concern in our 

fresh water. See their discussion of the 

issue and the increasing salinity of our 

streams on YouTube at https://

www.youtube.com/watch?v=Of4hpuFzgn0 

This is a recorded presentation that was 

given to the Christina Watershed Municipal 

Partnership. Valley Creek has the highest 

background salt concentrations of any 

Chester County stream and the trend is 

dramatically upward.  

Before I get going too far, I would like to 

issue a correction and apologize to the 

Tredyffrin EAC and specifically Rutger 

Boerema. In my last Environmental Update 

in the Wilson Farm Park rain gardens 

section, I erroneously attributed the receipt 

of about 25 potted plants to the East 

Whiteland EAC. That was an error in fact. 

Actually, the plants were donated by Rutger 

Boerema who is a member of the 

Tredyffrin Township EAC. Sorry Rutger 

and thanks for the plants. 

Grants 

Here are some updates on our various 

grants. 

Wilson Run Stream Restoration – 
Growing Greener 

I believe at this point we have been paid 

and have sent the final check to Gilmore & 

Associates, Inc. which closes out this 

particular grant. This one was difficult for 

me and I am glad to see it finally ending. 

Crabby Creek Infiltration 
Trenches 

Jacobs Engineering has been surveying and 

designing the infiltration trenches under 

Chuck Marshall’s watchful eye. Good 

progress is being made. This project with 

its several trenches will make a difference 

in the quantity and the quality of the 

stormwater runoff reaching Crabby, Little 

Valley and Valley Creeks. This is another 

project coming out of a partnership between 

VFTU and Tredyffrin Township originating 

out of the Valley Creek Restoration 

Partnership. 

Valley Creek Monitoring 

For about two years we have had 

monitoring stations in Valley Creek 

bracketing the Knickerbocker site. The data 

keeps coming. The developer of the site 

keeps modifying their design. East 

Whiteland had the Preliminary Subdivision 

and Land Development plan reviewed by 

the county and the county responded with 

some strong comments. What stood out to 

me was the lack of stormwater management 

information submitted by the developer. 

We have been communicating for quite a 

while with the developer and have made it 

very clear that our support of this project is 

tied to strong stormwater management and 

the protection of Valley Creek. Come on 

fellows, you need to get this right.  

Brook Trout Habitat Monitoring 

Our intrepid macro samplers went out for 

another round of sampling 

macroinvertebrates on Saturday, November 

20th. The locations sampled were in Valley 

and Pickering Creeks and in Bryn Coed. 

The samples were sent off for analysis and 

we are awaiting results. 

Brook Trout Fertilized Egg 
Planting 

At our January board meeting we discussed 

pulling the vibert boxes that held the trout 

eggs that were planted at the end of 

October. Pete Hughes was going to pull the 

boxes once we got a break in the arctic 

weather. He will report what he finds. He is 

planning on dragging Jim Clark out with 

his dip net. 

Tredyffrin Township’s Citizen 
Stormwater Taskforce 

The Stormwater Taskforce is still working 

to finalize its recommendations to the 

township. One area where they had a lot of 

push back was the proposed tree protection 

ordinance. The committee, which I am on 

as an advisor, wanted to protect and 

enhance the tree canopy of Tredyffrin 

because of the benefit trees, especially large 

trees, have on stormwater runoff. Also, it 

can be documented that Tredyffrin is losing 

its tree canopy at an alarming rate. Of 

course, this is a property rights issue but it 

is also a “for the greater good” issue. 

Members of the committee met with 

members of the public who were opposed 

to the tree protection provisions to discuss 

coming to some middle ground. 

Negotiations went well and most issues 

were resolved. 

Bishop Tube 

I pretty well beat this up last issue, but it is 

ongoing. Also, there were Action Alert 

emails sent out and social media messages. 

The end of the public comment period is 

January 31, 2022 which will have come and 

gone by the time you read this. I am 

sincerely hoping that the public comments 

do actually carry some weight because this 

is an awful proposal by DEP. I do hope that 

you all sent a message to DEP saying what 

they proposed was terrible. It is an affront 

to the people that live in the adjoining and 

downstream neighborhoods and it is an 

affront to the people that recreate in Valley 

Creek. I will be letting you know what DEP 

has to say to our comments in upcoming 

BankNotes. 

(Continued on page 5) 

Pete Goodman 

Environmental Update 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Of4hpuFzgn0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Of4hpuFzgn0


 

WWW.VALLEYFORGETU.ORG Spring 2022 5 

Some Short Tidbits  
you may have missed 

According to American Rivers:  
“Eight freshwater mussels. Two fish. 
Eleven birds. All were officially declared 
extinct this fall. They are gone forever.” 

Harrisburg, PA -- 12/06/2021 DCNR and 
DEP announced that the commonwealth 
has reached a settlement with Sunoco 
Pipeline, L.P., that will require the 
company to dredge Ranger Cove in the 535
-acre lake at Marsh Creek State Park in 
Chester County, as well as pay $4 million 
for natural resource damages, which will be 
used to restore and improve visitor 
experiences at the park, and a $341,000 
civil penalty for permit violations. 

In August 2020, drilling fluids and mud 

were discharged into Ranger Cove in Marsh 

Creek Lake during Sunoco’s pipeline 

installation, requiring the cove to be closed. 

The settlement agreement requires Sunoco 

to: 

 Dredge at minimum the top 6 inches of 

sediment in about 15 acres of Ranger 

Cove. It’s anticipated the dredging of 

Ranger Cove will begin in April 2022 

and will be completed by July 2022. 

 Replace all fish, turtle and bird habitat 

structures impacted by dredging. 

 Dewater and transport all dredging 

material from the lake and restore the 

shoreline and streamside forest 

buffers.  

 Post a $4 million bond to ensure the 

performance of its obligations. 

 Pay $4 million dollars for natural 

resource damages to be used by DCNR 

for rehabilitation and improvements to 

the park, including an accessible boat 

launch, stream and shoreline 

restoration, invasive species 

suppression, efficiency measures that 

will take the park to net zero energy, 

and to add a public visitor center to the 

park office. 

 

 Pay a civil penalty of $341,000 for 

permit violations that will be paid to 

the Clean Water Fund. 

Upon executing the agreement, DEP 

approved major amendment applications 

for both Chapter 102 (Erosion and 

Sediment Control) and Chapter 105 (Water 

Obstruction and Encroachments) permits 

for the site that will specify a new route and 

new installation method for the Mariner 

East 2 Pipeline at the location of Horizontal 

Directional Drill (HDD) 290. Instead of 

utilizing the HDD method that resulted in 

the spill and subsequent subsidence, the 

newly-approved route and method will be 

performed via the open-cut method; no 

drilling fluids will be used. 

 11/15/2021, President Biden made 

history by signing the Bipartisan 

Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act 

into law. This includes 26 million in 

supplemental funds for the Delaware 

River Basin Restoration Program 

(DRBRP). 

 The Chester County Conservation 

District and Chester County Water 

Resources Authority hosted their bi-

annual Watershed Roundtable virtually 

on December 10th. It was another very 

informative program with lots of great 

information shared. 

 USGS is investigating the occurrence 

of PFAS chemicals in Valley Creek. I 

spoke with Drew Reif about this a few 

days ago and he informed me that they 

are doing monthly testing at a single 

site in the watershed just below the 

Wilson Road iron bridge in Valley 

Forge National Historical Park. He said 

that he was surprised that the levels he 

was seeing were so high for a 

watershed without a documented 

source. He was seeing concentrations 

nearly that of Neshaminy Creek whose 

major contributory site is the Willow 

Grove Naval Air Station. 

More insults to Valley Creek 

On November 4th a milk truck crashed on 

Route 202 and dumped a large amount of 

milk into Valley Creek. The crash occurred 

in the north bound lanes between Routes 

401 and 29. A large quantity of milk 

entered Valley Creek through the storm 

sewers of the highway which allow for the 

direct discharge. Valley ran milky for a few 

days. There were no signs of fish kill. 

Another bullet dodged. In warmer weather 

this could have been a tragedy as the milk 

would have spoiled and sucked the oxygen 

out of the water killing the fish – it has 

happened in North Carolina.  

On December 10th shortly after noon I 

received a telephone call from Ray Clarke 

of Open Land Conservancy who said that 

Valley Creek was running green and 

murky. He needed to be somewhere and I 

was tied up for at least the next 2 hours. We 

discussed who could do what and he 

suggested that he would go up stream to the 

next bridge and see what he could see from 

there. In the course of his doing that, he 

found an Aqua crew on Yellow Spring 

Road dealing with an 8-inch cast iron water 

main break. This wasn’t a total blowout; it 

was more of a crack but still a lot of water. 

I asked Ray to ensure that they had their 

anti-chlorine tablets dispersed and they did. 

The Aqua workers told Ray that they were 

waiting for about a half hour before turning 

off the flow due to the fact that there was a 

neighbor downstream of the break that was 

on home dialysis and needed the water to 

complete the treatment. I reported the break 

to PA F&B who met a member of VFTU 

on site and they walked the area and down 

along Valley looking for signs of impacted 

fish and other species. There appeared to be 

no biological damage from this water line 

break. However, water line breaks have 

killed more trout in Valley Creek than any 

other contaminate. It is the chlorine in our 

drinking water that fries the gills of trout. 

An Aqua worker said that this was lucky 

because the chlorine concentrations in that 

particular line were low. The line was 

repaired and Aqua was off site by 5:00 p.m. 

It was an event of non-event proportions. 

We could ascertain no negative impacts. It 

did later come out that a neighbor noticed 

the upwelling of the pipeline break but 

didn’t do anything about it. Please, if you 

see something that doesn’t appear right ask 

some questions. If you don’t think it is right 

or proper, it probably isn’t. Call me. 

And just to keep this going, on December 

12th I received an email from Chris Burns 

that Dan Ogren was fishing in the area just 

above the Turnpike bridge and he was 

reporting a grinding noise coming from the 

Sewage pumping station. I replied that I 

would get that reported. Well, that turned 

out to be an adventure. I tried to reach the 

(Continued from page 4) 

(Continued on page 6) 

Environmental Update 
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township engineer but he wasn’t picking up 

his phone and the mailbox was full. I then 

went to the Townships website and got an 

emergency number (which took some 

looking). When I called the number, I got 

county emergency dispatch. I reported what 

I knew. They asked for an address so I 

looked up the pump station in Chesco 

Views and gave them the address. They 

informed me that there had already been a 

report of the issue and would I like a follow

-up call. I said yes and that required that I 

provide a large amount of personal 

information. What I noticed when I pulled 

up Chesco Views was the ownership was 

listed as Aqua. Then I thought I should 

report it to Aqua. I went to the Aqua 

website but found it full of information but 

nowhere could I find an emergency phone 

number. Luckily my wife, Judy, is listening 

to this all play out and she is trying to 

control my frustration level. She was 

searching on her smart phone and came up 

with an emergency number for Aqua. I 

called it and made my report and they asked 

if I wanted a follow-up and I said yes. I did 

get a follow up telephone call from County 

Emergency that there had been a prior 

report but I never heard back from Aqua. I 

might be on their “don’t talk to him” list. 

But what a way to end this article 
- New Species of snail found in 
Valley Creek 

Our intrepid team of macroinvertebrate 

samplers have found a new to the scientific 

record a small snail never before recorded 

in Chester County. It is the stygophilic 

hydrobiid Fontigens nickliniana less 

scientifically known and the water cress 

snail. Here is a link for more information 

on this little snail: https://www.fwgna.org/

species/hydrobiidae/f_nickliniana.html 

Fontigens nickliniana populations are 

widespread in the Ridge & Valley province 

from Virginia into Pennsylvania. But 

always associated with springs. Good, 

clean, clear, cold, hardwater springs, 

choaked with water cress. 

Hershler et al (1990) recorded F. 

nickliniana from the following 

Pennsylvania counties: Berks, Centre, 

Clinton, Cumberland, Franklin, and 

Huntingdon. But not Chester. So our record 

is new to science! At least according to Dr. 

Robert T. Dillon, Jr., Freshwater 

Gastropods of North America Project, 

https://www.fwgna.org/dillonr/, P.O. Box 

31532, Charleston, SC 29417 

As Bugs Bunny would say, “That’s all 

Folks!” 

(Continued from page 5) 

Environmental Update 

By Joe Armstrong 

Klamath Lake is 25 miles long, but only 9 

feet deep. Even at over 4,000 feet in 

elevation it heats up in the summer. Trout 

as cold water fish need somewhere else to 

go, so they head up into the main feeding 

river, the Williamson River. This is a funny 

river, almost a large spring creek, fed by 

springs which may well drain from Crater 

Lake, about 45 miles away. It runs clear 

and cold all summer. The rainbows from 

the lake are heavy, with wide shoulders and 

deep bellies. An unusual feature of the river 

is that it flows over lava beds, so the water 

can’t be read with as with a normal stream. 

However, the fish are there and they run 

large. 

The water chemistry is unusual, so while 

these are all fine wild fish, the state decided 

to “Enhance” things by stocking some of 

their beauties. The stockers all died. Oh 

darn. 

The fishing is from a boat. Wading could 

result in a quick trip to Singapore, with the 

wildly uneven bottom. Without a guide it 

would not be a pleasant experience. The 

holding places are often totally invisible as 

far as any surface indication is involved. 

My guide Marlon Rampy would point to a 

place and say cast there. Why? Because 

that’s where the fish are. I’d duly cast to 

apparently smooth flow, a fish would take. 

Amazing. He said he has a regular customer 

who at one point said “You tell me to cast 

into that tree, and I’ll do it and catch a 

fish”. It verges on that. 

The fishing for me was casting a mini 

Clouser (about an inch long) down and 

across and let it swing. Last summer with 

my nephew, a confirmed nymph fisherman, 

did well on small nymphs, including a 28 

incher on a size 18 nymph. There ae a lot of 

big fish there. Last summer we fished for 5 

days, during the record breaking heat spell. 

We got 17 fish of 20 inches or better. Two 

years ago I was out there by myself and in 5 

days caught 27 at or above 20 inches, 

including a behemoth of 10 pounds. While 

the fish are big and fight hard, unlike many 

rainbows, they don’t jump much. However 

there is a lot of thump thump on the line. 

These are big healthy fish. 

In the evening in late June there is a 

hexagenia hatch. These are really big may 

flies. There are no sips. I was fishing a size 

4 dry! The takes were like dropping a 

bowling ball in the river. 

Unfortunately the law says we have to quit 

fishing a half hour after sunset, which is 

when the hatch really cranks up. That puts 

all sorts of pressure on trying for one more 

cast to that monster which just went 

karsplush. 

Overall, it was well worth the trip. 

Oregon Rainbows 

https://www.fwgna.org/species/hydrobiidae/f_nickliniana.html
https://www.fwgna.org/species/hydrobiidae/f_nickliniana.html
https://www.fwgna.org/dillonr/
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By Les Young  

Most fly anglers know enough to check the 

rocks, undersides of leaves and spider webs 

to find what macroinvertebrate critters are 

available for the trout food du jour. Fanciers 

of the artificial fly become much more 

conscious of water conditions and the 

doings of various creatures than 'ordinary' 

fishermen. This is especially the case when 

one is motivated to follow the insect 

hatches. There are many levels to the game 

of trying to become one with Mother 

Nature.  

Veterans of spinner falls know to look up at 

the skies high over the riffles in the 

afternoons. The spinners marshal 

themselves hundreds of feet in the air, hours 

before they actually hit the water. Even big 

March Browns that far away are hard to 

spot even with binoculars. Not to worry, 

though. Look for the wheeling birds up 

there. As the spinners descend, so will their 

hungry predators. Once you get to know a 

given hatch on a given stream with this 

behavior, you can decide when it's time to 

move over to the locus of the eventual 

descent so you can start fishing the spinner 

fall. Of course, air temperatures and the 

states of the sunlight as well as precipitation 

and wind are also factors the bugs use to 

decide when to hit the water, and you 

should also take those into account. 

But did you know that birds can actually tell 

you about spinner falls and where and when 

the March Browns are hatching? 

Bird calls tell you a lot about insect activity. 

If the swallows and swifts are chirping a lot, 

they may be signaling that bugs are about to 

get more active. Obviously when they start 

making swoops and passes over the stream, 

they are feeding. If the quarry is a Green 

Drake or March Brown, you can see for 

yourself what is going on and therefore 

what fly to lash on the tippet. But small 

olives and sulfurs are harder (for us) to spot, 

but this does not seem to be a problem for 

our avian friends. 

There is a section on the Willowemoc in the 

Catskills that is tree lined on both banks, 

with cedar waxwings lying in wait in the 

trees. March Brown time is wonderful up 

there, but early in the season on the first day 

on that section, you might not know if they 

have started emerging yet. March Browns 

also don't swarm out like most Mayflies - 

they tend to emerge all day sporadically, 

rather than all at once. My waxwing friends 

like to comment on the status of the hatch, 

and I've learned from their specific birdcalls 

when they spot emerging March Browns. In 

fact there are times when I think they call 

dibs on the unfortunate new emerger. 

Less well known is the role of dragonflies. 

These voracious bugs eat small bugs, 

especially midges. Midges are often hard to 

spot due to their miniscule size, and if you 

are more than a few feet away, unless a ray 

of sunlight catches them just so, you would 

not even know they would be there. This is 

particularly the case with moving water, 

since the background movement of the 

stream makes it hard to discern these 

minutiae, often size #40 or even smaller. If 

you see a dragonfly zipping about over a 

riffle, a #22 Griffith Gnat, which with its 

palmered hackle is nice and bouncy and 

simulates a cluster of midges, can often 

surprise you with risers. 

I've seen them eat on Tricos, and it is well 

known that Tricos have distinct preferences 

for where they hang out. Even on a prolific 

stream for Tricos like the Little Lehigh or 

Tulpehocken, they stage not only on 

specific pools but even on specific parts of 

those pools. They seem to prefer specific 
(Continued on page 9) 

For Sale! 

Leaders with 
Tippet Rings 

already attached! 
All you have to do is add your tippet. 

Leaders last longer and no need to tie 

blood knots, so you save time and money. 

Available in 7 ½ and 9 ft. Lengths 

Tapered to 3X or 5X 

1 for $3.50, 2 for $6.00 

shipping included 

To order, contact  Charlie Griffen at  

c.griffenod @ verizon.net 

All proceeds go to VFTU 

Let Mother Nature Teach You Fly Fishing 

Books for Sale 
Private library of classic and 

modern books on Fishing, 

Hunting, Nature and Golf. 

Gill, Halford, Jennings, LeBranche, 

Schweibert, Marinaro, etc. 

Contact: 

tedmckenzie78@yahoo.com 

ARE YOU CONNECTED?? 

You should be getting emails from National TU and from Valley Forge Trout Unlimited. 

If you are not receiving emails from Valley Forge Trout Unlimited, or would like to 

change your email address, please send an email to: 

peterkleemalvern@hotmail.com  

Please note that neither VFTU nor TU National shares your email address with third parties. 

mailto:tedmckenzie78@yahoo.com
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Let Mother Nature Teach You Fly Fishing 

 

5716 Kennett Pike, Suite D 

Centerville, DE 19807 

Hours: Tue thru Friday 10 am-7pm 
Saturday 10 am-5 pm 

Phone: 302-654-6515 

Mobile: 302-743-0966 

Fax: 302-654-6533 
Email: terry@amarbleheadflyfisher.com 

Terry Peach 

A Marblehead Flyfisher 

Please 
Patronize 

Our 
Advertisers 

Their generous 

donations and 

discounts make 

our raffles 

possible. 

Thanks! 

VFTU 

trees. Since the catching during a spinner 

fall, at least here in the East, is short, 

usually less than an hour, you can't waste 

any time zeroing in on the area of activity 

and wading into position without disturbing 

the feeding of the trout. 

The expanding population of blue herons 

locally has one upside for us anglers - if one 

or more is hanging out at a pool, you 

absolutely can bet that trout, especially 

stockies, are there. Furthermore, they can 

signal what specific part of the stretch has 

trout at the moment. I have learned a lot 

about reading streams by watching where 

herons hang out when they are hunting. 

Certain hatches and spinner falls can bring 

trout into surprisingly shallow water in 

areas of the stream that most conventional 

anglers walk right over. 

So listen and learn from our non-human 

friends. After all, we both have an interest 

in trout food. But for us it is mostly a matter 

of edification and gratification rather than of 

actual sustenance. For them it is literally a 

matter of life and death. 

(Continued from page 8) 

 Dr. Charles Griffen 

 Owner / Licensed Guide 

 troutbumod@gmail.com 

 EyeFlyFish 

 Guide Service 

 610-594-0648 

Report What You See 
If you see a spill or fish kill, call any  
officer or board member (see the inside 
back cover of BankNotes) and report 
directly to the following: 

Pennsylvania Fish and Boat 
Commission 
Illegal Fishing, Poaching , Disturbance of 
a Waterway,  
Fish Kills or Illegal Dumping 
Our local WCO, Bob Bonney, has 
requested emergencies be reported 
immediately to him via his cell phone: 
(610) 637-6398 
and to the  
Southeast Region of the PA F&BC 
 at (717) 626-0228 
(8:00 AM – 4:00 PM weekdays)  

Pennsylvania Department of 
Environmental Protection 
Fish Kills , Illegal Dumping:, Water 
Quality or Pollution 
Emergencies should be reported 
immediately by telephone to the Southeast 
Regional Office at (484) 250-5900  
(24 hours a day, 7 days a week) 

Chester County Conservation 
District 
Erosion and Sedimentation Issues 
(610) 925-4920 

Chester County Health Department 
Well and Septic Issues 

(610) 344-6225 

By Owen D. Owens 

When Bill Anderson spoke to the VFTU 

chapter meeting in December, it showed 

me once again how one person who 

volunteers to save a river can actually see 

that happen!  Afflicted by chemical poisons 

that a few years ago killed the trout and 

then not long after the insects in the stream, 

with persistent dedication Bill led the Little 

Juniata River Association to identify and 

correct the pollution. I was informed when 

he said: 

 Have a clear vision of what the Little 

Juniata River can be 

 Show results of your conservation 

work 

 Make what you are doing visible—get 

out and tell your story 

Keep your eye on land development so it 

doesn’t degrade water quality—upgrade to 

cold water or exceptional value 

designations before that tributary is 

threatened. 

The Little Juniata River Association has 

done all of the above—and more!  When a 

person like Bill sees what a stream could 

be, can’t stand any more pollution, and 

organizes a local conservation movement, 

polluters watch out! Somebody who gives 

their time and money to make their 

community a better place to live is a force 

to be reckoned with. They tell the truth and 

you can’t buy them off. 

Self Givers Show  
Results 
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Variations, Modifications and Substitutions 

By Mary S. Kuss 

Many fly fishers, and particularly those who 

tie their own flies, have a strange and 

obsessive sort of relationship with fly 

patterns. This can take varying forms, and 

springs from what I refer to as the “Zen” of 

fly fishing. We are guided not by logic, but 

by our own internal intuition and emotions. 

If we think something is important, it is. If 

we have faith in a particular fly, or even a 

particular ingredient in its recipe, nothing 

else will do. Indeed, there’s an argument to 

be made that deviating from the original can 

shake our confidence in the fly we’re fishing 

and make its decreased effectiveness a self-

fulfilling prophecy.  

I’ve often thought that the act of tying a fly 

and using it to catch a fish has a magical 

quality about it. The pattern recipe takes on 

the aspect of a potion or incantation, and it 

seems ill-advised and even dangerous to alter 

it. That danger is not likely to rise to the 

level of what happened to The Sorcerer’s 

Apprentice. However, if we’ve made 

changes and the fly doesn’t work as well as 

we think it should, we are quick to chalk that 

up to not following the recipe to the letter 

rather than to any of the myriad of other 

uncontrollable factors that could be 

responsible. 

For several years I was in charge of the fly 

tying department in the shop where I worked 

as both an instructor and a retail clerk. 

Customers would come in with a shopping 

list of materials based on a fly pattern they’d 

seen in one of the fly fishing magazines. The 

authors of these articles would often specify 

a particular brand name of hook or a material 

that we did not stock. We would almost 

always have a suitable substitute, however. 

People who knew me trusted that I would not 

hustle them into buying something that 

wouldn’t work well just to make a sale. 

Others, however, were having none of it. 

They wanted exactly what was specified or 

nothing. 

Ego can definitely figure into being 

emotionally invested in our fly patterns.  

I remember an impassioned Letter to Editor 

that appeared in The Flydresser, the official 

publication of The Flydresser’s Guild in the 

U. K. The letter was from the originator of a 

very famous reservoir pattern called The 

Viva. The magazine had earlier printed an 

article about variations on The Viva. The 

gentleman was indignant that anyone would 

dare to mess about with his pattern. Those 

flies were not The Viva, he ranted, and the 

writer of the article had no right to use his 

pattern or its name.  

I thought at the time that this was an over-

reaction and that he should have been 

flattered that other tyers thought his fly 

worthy of modifications. I felt more 

sympathetic a few years later when a friend 

of mine made some “improvements” to a 

cricket pattern I’d come up with and was 

particularly proud of. I felt a flash of 

irrational annoyance that must have been 

similar to what the Viva originator 

experienced, although I will credit myself for 

having the good sense to tamp it down and 

get over it. 

We should always bear in mind that all fly 

designers stand on the shoulders of those 

who came before us. Anglers have been 

decorating hooks with feathers, fur, and 

other material for hundreds of years, and 

there’s very little left to do that’s truly 

original. We all “reinvent the wheel” over 

and over again. Things that have been done 

in the past are forgotten for a time and then 

rediscovered. I once read that many novice 

fly tyers go through a stage of believing, 

erroneously of course, that they invented the 

Woolly Worm. They eventually find out that 

some unknown tyer beat them to it many 

centuries ago. 

New materials, mainly synthetics, are one 

area where innovation in fly tying is still 

abundant and constant. Likewise, tyers are 

always coming up with new methods of 

construction. A few of these new products 

and ideas find their way into the fly tying 

canon. The vast majority of them are tried, 

found wanting, and gone within a season or 

two. 

As I’ve gained experience in tying, 

designing, and fishing with various fly 

patterns, I find that I’m increasingly 

confident about making modifications to fly 

pattern designs and substitutions for 

specified materials. I may like the basic 

design of a pattern but feel that some 

tinkering is indicated. I might think that a 

different material will give better 

performance, or it may simply be a matter of 

wanting to use something I already have on-

hand rather than adding yet another material 

to the massive collection I’ve accumulated 

over the years.   

By the way, I highly recommend amassing 

such a collection of tying materials. There’s 

nothing wrong with recreational shopping, 

it’s fun! Having this stockpile, and being 

familiar with the various materials and their 

properties, is what enables me to 

intelligently and effectively modify fly 

patterns and perhaps even improve on them. 

It also helps me to design my own patterns 

from scratch, to imitate or suggest various 

items of fish forage.  

I’m now approaching my 55th year as an avid 

fly fisher and fly tyer. I am still learning new 

things all the time. Frankly, I’m not all that 

great of an innovator. By nature I am far 

more analytical than creative. So I really 

appreciate and am excited by the fly patterns 

and novel materials and methods that I see in 

books, magazines, or on-line. Many are 

dismissed out of hand. Others seem very 

promising and need to be explored. I never 

hesitate, however, to tweak them to suit my 

own ideas.  

There’s nothing wrong with having faith in 

our favorite flies, wanting them tied just-so, 

and fishing them with pleasure and 

confidence. But the tendency to stick with 

the familiar tried-and-true should not 

become a cage from which we can’t escape. 

If no one ever tried anything new, we’d all 

still be fishing with Dame Juliana’s original 

12 patterns from 1496. And we’d all still be 

catching fish--although perhaps not as many.   

VFTU  
General Meetings 

Will be held on-line until 
further notice 

General Meetings are held 
the second Thursday 

of each month 
7:30 PM 

September through May 
No General Meeting in March 

Go to our website 

www.valleyforgetu.org 

for the Zoom meeting link and other 

meeting information 



 

WWW.VALLEYFORGETU.ORG Spring 2022 11 

 

YES! Please begin my one-year membership in Trout Unlimited. I under-
stand my dues payment entitles me to all regular membership benefits 
including a personal membership card and quarterly issues of Trout 
magazine. VFTU members also receive our quarterly newsletter Bank-
Notes. 

Name __________________________________________________________________ 

Address ________________________________________________________________ 

 ________________________________________________________________________ 

City____________________________________________________________________ 

State ________  Zip  _____________ 

Phone _________ -  _________ - ______________________ 

*Email ________________________________________________________________  

*Trout Unlimited does not make email addresses available to outside parties, for 
any reason, ever. By providing your email address you help us reduce mailing and 
printing costs, which in turn helps the environment. 

Trout Unlimited is incorporated as a 501(C)3 non-profit, educational, charitable 
organization, and all monetary and property donations are tax deductible to the 
extent allowed by law.  

Please select membership category: 

□ Regular $35 □ Family $55 

For other membership categories, visit the 
Trout Unlimited website at www.tu.org 

Payment enclosed: $ ________________  
Make checks payable to Trout Unlimited 

Pay by credit card: 

Account Number: _______________________________________  

Name on Card: _________________________________________  

Expiration Date:_______/__________ 

Signature: ______________________________________________  

 Enclosed is my employer’s matching contribution gift form. This is in 

addition to my membership application and payment. 

To ensure correct New Member Rebate, the VFTU chapter number is: 290 

 

VFTU Officers, Board of Directors and Program Leads 

President 

Jim Leonard 

Vice President, Internal Affairs 

Karl Heine 

Vice President, External Affairs 

Open 

Secretary 

Park Messikomer 

Treasurer 

Ed McGovern 

Trout in the Classroom 

Dave Dickens 

Environmental Chairman 

Pete Goodman 

Membership Chairman 

Peter Lee 

 

 

 

 

 

Joe Armstrong 

John Dettrey 

Frank Donohoe 

Robbi Freisem 

Charlie Griffen 

Steve Grim 

Peter Hughes 

Dave Macaleer 

Ed McGovern 

Owen Owens 
Lester W. Young 

Project Healing Waters 

VFTU Program Lead 

Jim Clark 

Coatesville VA Medical Center  

Ken VanGilder 

Royersford 

Thad Nowakowski 

West Bradford 

Dave Riggio 

PA Regional Coordinator 

Dave Riggio 

Editors 

Mike McDade 

Peter Hughes 

Graphics & Publishing 

Jim Leonard 

www.tu.org 

www.valleyforgetu.org 

TU members log on to  

www.tu.org 

to complete address change. 

All others, send changes of address to: 

ValleyForgeTU@gmail.com 

Update our list by sending an Email to: 

ValleyForgeTU@gmail.com 

https://www.tu.org/
https://www.tu.org/
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The Valley Forge Chapter of Trout Unlimited is dedicated to preserving, protecting, and 

restoring trout habitat throughout Chester County, Pennsylvania. 

Its 800+ members and affiliates are engaged in the fight to preserve our precious 

coldwater resources. All similarly inclined persons are invited to join.  

Trout Unlimited STREAM Girls  
Saturday, May 21, 2022 

In person program at  

Stroud Water Research Center (Avondale, PA)  

and Anson B. Nixon Park (Kennett Square, PA) 

Calling middle school girls, including Girl 
Scout Cadettes, Scouts BSA members, and 
non-Scouts alike, local to southcentral and 

southeastern Pennsylvania  

Register now! Limited seats are available. 
https://stroudcenter.org/event/stream-girls-program/ 

Join Stroud Water Research Center and Trout Unlimited 

for STREAM Girls, a FREE hands-on outdoor watershed 

experience that combines science, technology, engineering, 

art, and math (STEAM) with recreational fly-fishing to 

empower today’s girls to become tomorrow’s leaders. 

Spend the morning discovering wriggling stream bugs, 

learning the art of fly-tying, and exploring freshwater 

habitats studied year-round by real scientists. Then, travel 

to a public fishing spot at a local park to learn fly-casting 

from master anglers and, fingers and fins crossed, hopefully 

catch a live fish!  

Want to volunteer your fly-tying or fly-fishing skills to 

empower today's girls to become tomorrow's leaders?  

Learn more and volunteer here: 
https://stroudcenter.org/event/stream-girls-program/ 

Registration is required for youth participants, adult chaperones 
and volunteers. Walk in participants are not permitted. 

Valley Forge Trout Unlimited 
42nd Annual 

Trout Show Fundraiser 
Saturday, March 19, 2022 

1:00 pm to 2:30 pm 
Featuring a presentation on streamer 

tactics by George Daniel 

It’s Virtual! 

You can attend the show by going 
to our website 

www.valleyforgetu.org 
to get the Zoom link and other 
information. 

Tickets for our Main Raffle are on 
their way to you in the mail. We 
are also holding a sweepstakes 
and auction on-line. Go to our 
website for more information. 

Thanks in advance for your 
generous donations! 

https://stroudcenter.org/event/stream-girls-program/
https://stroudcenter.org/event/stream-girls-program/

