VALLEY FORGE TROUT UNLIMITED
The purpose of Trout Unlimited is to
preserve, protect, and restore cold-water
streams and rivers, unlocking the door to a
better future. “Why is
saving a stream
important?” you may
ask. Helping an
abused, degraded
creek heal itself and
come back to life gets
us in touch with our
true selves,
experiencing the
fulfillment you get when what you say and
do makes this world a little more alive.
How have we in the Valley Forge Chapter
of Trout Unlimited managed to save local
streams? As I look back over the past 40
years, I am amazed by the accomplishments
of a few dedicated men and women. One
destructive crisis after another called forth a

By Jim Leonard

This is my first try at writing this column,
and I must admit I am a bit overwhelmed.
Having to follow the footsteps of Pete
Hughes as president of VFTU is a tall order
that sets a very high bar. Thanks Pete for all
your work as president, for continuing on as
a board member and for all your help
getting me started. If this was a live
meeting, I believe a minimum of three
huzzahs would be in order.

Trout Show Webinar
We are going to be holding our 2021 Trout
Show as an on-line event on Saturday,
March 20 starting at 1:00 pm. We are using
the webinar format as a result of the
uncertainties associated with the Covid-19
pandemic. Our featured speaker will be Tim
Flagler and we will be announcing the
winners of our main raffle during the show.

person or two who joined VFTU, went to
monthly VFTU meetings, and got active.
Against all odds voluntary associations as
Valley Forge Trout Unlimited did get
changes in public policy and practice that
made things better—not worse—for trout
and people.
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Al Renzi, VFTU’s vice president for
external affairs, encourages us to move
from passively supporting stream
conservation to get out to local creeks and
find out what’s happening. In the recent
survey of chapter members, 120 members
said they wanted to get more active. “We
gain credibility by generating data to use
with others to move forward,” Al says. So,
the chapter has a plan to get in touch with
members to move forward in the areas we
checked—like going to township meeting,
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The link to this event will be posted on our
website at www.valleyforgetu.org and sent
to you by email when it becomes available.
We will again be mailing tickets for our
Main Raffle to our members and are hoping
for your continuing support. The donations
you make to conserve, protect and restore
cold water fisheries and their watersheds by
buying tickets for our raffles are vital to the
ongoing success of Valley Forge Trout
Unlimited.
We are going to try something new this
year in conjunction with the Trout Show.
As those who have attended in the past
know, we usually have several raffles at the
show in addition to the Main Raffle. Since
we can’t do this, we have decided to hold
our first ever on-line raffle and most likely
an auction, in addition to the traditional
(Continued on page 3)

Mark your calendar: VFTU
Trout Show webinar on
Saturday March 20,
1:00 PM - 2:00 PM
Our first ever on-line raffle
and auction is coming up.
Information will be posted on
our website in March as soon
as it becomes available
BankNotes is available online
at www.valleyforgetu.org

Homo sapiens at Work
(Continued from page 1)

doing stream studies, helping with the fly
fishing school, etc.
Last summer, Al walked several tributaries
of Pickering Creek and visited with
landholders. Property owners got excited
when Al talked about restoring brook trout,
the canary in the mine, to the creek that ran
through their property. “What can I do to
help?” they said. Maybe one of you readers
could spark holding a property owner
picnic, expressing gratitude for their
interest and inspiring them to regenerate
their little bit of Penns Woods to make the
watershed healthier. Maybe somebody else
could help with the stream insect studies
being done on Valley Creek in the
Knickerbocker Landfill area.
“But Owen,” I hear you saying, “I’ve never
done anything like that. How in the world
would I organize a group of property
owners? I don’t know anything about
studying insects that live in a creek.” And I
catch a murmur from someone else, “I’ve
never been to a township meeting, let alone
speaking out to them about saving our

streams—I can’t imagine myself doing
that!”
Fortunately, we have leaders in VFTU who
have done these things and would be glad
to take someone along with us. That’s what
happened with me. When Chuck Marshall
and I started the chapter, Dr. Ralph Heister,
Conestoga High School biology teacher,
took us by the hand and taught us about
streams, insects, and superfund poisoning
sites on Valley Creek. Drawing on what we
learned from Ralph and other activists we
began,
Calling people to go public with their
convictions—“I’ve taken a lot. I’d like
to give something back”
Building a strong chapter with several
leaders
Forming coalitions to tackle the big
issues
Doing in-stream restoration projects

Educating and communicating—at first
through the chapter newsletter, then
with books, and today with our TU
web site and facebook page
Working with community, business,
and governmental leaders to solve
problems.
Each of you has amazing gifts and abilities.
There is no future without clean water.
There is no clean, cold water without
healthy trees shading a creek and covering
its watershed. There is no hope to change
stream degradation without people who live
up to the name we have called our species,
Homo sapiens.
There is nobody in the world like you. If
you remain a passive conservationist, you
will leave a hole no-one else can fill. If you
volunteer to do something about the
interests you checked on the survey, you
will not only learn and grow, who knows,
you may be the very person who opens the
door to a better day ahead.
So . . . .Live up to who you are by nature—
a true homo sapiens!

Len’s Fly Tying Corner
By Len Zappolo
Instagram: @fly_fishing_tightlines

Material List – Black X-Caddis
Hook: Dry-fly, size 16-18
Thread: 6/0 or 8/0 black
Shuck: Black antron dubbing
Body: Black dry-fly dubbing
Wing: Natural deer hair, cleaned and stacked
Head: Deer-hair butts
Directions
Tie in the shuck just before the bend in the hook, about a hook gap
in length. Dub the body leaving one eye length behind the eye. Tie
the deer hair with two loose wraps of tying thread and after the
second, pull straight up to flare the deer hair. Pull the butts up and
back to expose the hook eye and then take thread wraps just behind
the eye. Whip finish and trim the head to shape.
Larva: Chimarra – size 18 emerger hook, amber to orange body,
brown head

Little Black Caddis

Other flies hatching concurrently
The Little Black Caddis hatches roughly March 1 – May 20 in the
afternoon and can be found in many of our central, south-central,
and eastern streams.

Little Black Stone Fly, February 15 – April 15 (mostly afternoon,
and morning)
Little Blue-Winged Olive, March 1 – April 30 (afternoon)
Keep it simple. Don’t overthink it and smash those barbs!
Practice safe catch and release.
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Notes from the Prez
it as quickly as possible into the waters of
the Commonwealth. A settlement agreement
reached in 2019 through intense technical
negotiations on stormwater engineering
issues ended litigation. It took Pete and
Frank 23 years to disabuse the Pennsylvania
Turnpike Commission of their mistaken
Growing Greener
approach to stormwater management. If they
Speaking of success, VFTU received not one happen to forget this lesson in the future, I
but two Growing Greener Grants at the end
have no doubt that dedicated VFTU
of December 2020. One of them was
volunteers will be there to remind them of it.
awarded due to the work of Al Renzi, who
But the PA Turnpike does not hold the
wrote the grant application for our stream
record. That dishonor belongs to the
data collection project which he initiated and
Knickerbocker Landfill. Located near the
manages. The other grant application for
intersection of Route 29 and Route 202, the
installation of infiltration trenches in
site started out as a quarry located on a fault
neighborhoods at the top of the Crabby
plane. When quarrying operations ended, the
Creek watershed was written by Chuck
owners made the wonderful decision to turn
Marshall who is running the project. We
it into a landfill, which as we know is always
were told that it is rare for an organization to
an excellent idea, particularly when the
receive more than one Growing Greener
landfill is directly adjacent to a stream.
Grant per year, no doubt a testament to our
Nothing like some good old leachate
good reputation for grant work completed in
together with the blow-out trash from eroded
the past and the grant writing skills of Al and
streambanks to liven up the ecology of a
Chuck.
waterway. Not to mention the benefits of the
ammonia found in springs nearby. In the late
Tenacity
1960’s the Chester Valley Sportsmen Club
Talk about playing the long game. In 1996,
discovered that Knickerbocker was illegally
Pete Goodman and Frank Donohoe began
accepting sewage sludge. In the meantime,
working on the problem of the Pennsylvania
the landfill had been accepting other illegal
Turnpike Commission whose engineers
hazardous waste. At any rate, beginning in
stated that their mission was to remove
1981, VFTU together with the Valley Creek
stormwater from the turnpike and discharge
Coalition, began working to get the landfill
(Continued from page 1)

ticket mailing. We do not have any details
worked out at the time of this writing, but we
will definitely keep you informed. Will this
work? We don’t know. Will you give it a
try? We hope so.

closed and cleaned up. Although the landfill
closed in 1981, it wasn’t until 1991 that the
hole was filled, a leachate collection and
treatment system was constructed,
monitoring wells were dug, an earth-clay
cover was completed, and vents were
installed. In October 1995, a consent decree
ended the 14 year legal battle.
But wait, you say. A measly 14 years? As
opposed to 23 years on the turnpike? As it
turns out, the ghost of Knickerbocker has
returned as a zombie as plans are now afoot
to redevelop the site. This very likely will
result in stormwater issues we will have to
deal with. Like a zombie, just when you
think you’ve killed Knickerbocker, it comes
staggering back into your meetings and tries
to eat your brain. 40 years and counting.

Survey Volunteers
Last year, we sent a survey to our members
and got a gratifying 200 or so responses. We
have compiled the list and are in the process
of figuring out how best to involve these
folks in current and new endeavors. Of
course, some activities involving public
gatherings have been postponed due to the
pandemic. Others will move forward. I want
to thank all of you who responded to the
survey and raised your hands to help us. If
you have not yet raised your hand, please
know that you are always welcome to do so.

Help Wanted for Trout Stocking
We have to keep a record of who helps with the stockings. So please email me your name, address, phone # and dates you plan on
attending. There are 2 trucks on 4/5.
I thank you all in advance and very much look forward to seeing all of you there.
Bob Bonney
wcobon1@gmail.com
Date

Water

Meeting Place

Time

3/3

Pickering, West Valley, East Brandywine

Ridge Fire Company

12:00

4/5

French Creek (St Pete’s to Phoenixville and FFOC&R **), Pickering, West Valley Creeks

Ridge Fire Company

12:00

4/12

East Brandywine, West Valley DHAL *

Glenmoore Fire Company

12:00

4/20

East Brandywine & East Brandywine DHAL *, Pickering & Pickering DHAL *, West Valley Creek

Ridge Fire Company

12:00

4/27

French Creek (St Pete’s to Phoenixville)

Ridge Fire company

12:00

10/13

East Brandywine DHAL *

Kerr Park

12:00

*DHAL = Delayed Harvest Artificial Lures Only Area
**FFOC&R = Fly Fishing Only Catch & Release Area
WWW.VALLEYFORGETU.ORG
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Environmental Update
Someone reported seeing a Jack-in-thePulpit blooming on the 13th of November. I
think that just might be an indication of a
problem.
Governor Wolf
recently announced
plans to look into
flooding caused by
climate change.

Pete Goodman

“One of the penalties
of an ecological
education is that one
lives alone in a world
of wounds.”
- Aldo Leopold, 1949
Sand County Almanac

Yesterday we held the first Valley Creek
Restoration Partnership meeting in a year.
COVID broke all kinds of things but it
certainly damaged our ability to meet safely
in person. It has taught us about Zoom and
other meeting platforms. People are holding
and participating in electronic meetings that
I would have never have expected to see
online. It is amazing how adaptable we can
be.

Things of interest in Tredyffrin
Township
The Tredyffrin Stormwater Task Force
continues to do its work and is coming
closer to making recommendations to the
township on certain specific steps the
township might take to aid in the
management of stormwater runoff.
The Rain Gardens in Wilson Farm Park had
their winter maintenance performed on the
7th of January. We had a good group of
familiar volunteers cut the tall grasses and
rake out the beds. The weed control plastic
was replaced in the lower garden. Thank
you to Tredyffrin Public Works for having
a dump truck available to haul away the
trash and compostable material.
The Wilson Run Stream Restoration
Growing Greener grant was given an
extension of six months in order that some
additional planting be done in the spring of
this year. Gilmore & Associates is
submitting documentation to support a
partial payment of the grant funds to VFTU
who then must apply for the funds From PA
DEP since VFTU is the grantee.
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Things of interest in East
Whiteland Township
The Bishop Tube site has a development
plan that the Township Board of
Supervisors is going to be voting on in its
February meeting. The site remains a
highly toxic site with TCE being one of the
primary pollutants. Recent science tells us
that TCE is way more toxic than originally
believed in orders of magnitude of at least
50 times for certain health conditions. PA
DEP has still not released a remediation
plan for public review.
The former Knickerbocker Landfill site is
also in the hands of a developer. That
proposal calls for 280 townhomes in two
distinct areas of the properties. Zoning
relief was requested.

Report from Valley Forge
National Historical Park
We recently heard that the abundance of
Rusty Crayfish in Valley Creek through the
park has declined over the last two years.
The park program the “Crayfish Corps” has
not been finding as many Rusty Crayfish as
they have seen in past years. There is
speculation but as of now no definitive
answer why. Less invasives has to be a
good thing.
I wanted to reemphasize that New Zealand
mudsnails are in Valley Creek! These are
highly invasive and you should take steps
to prevent their spread to other sections of
Valley as well as other waters where you
may fish. I pulled the following off the
internet.
How can YOU prevent the spread of
mudsnails? The small size of New Zealand
mudsnails make them very easy to overlook
and accidentally transport to new locations.
To minimize the potential spread of this
tiny terror, follow these simple steps.
CHECK all recreational gear and
clothing that has come in contact with
water for any visible signs of sand,
mud, or plant fragments which may
indicate a tiny hitchhiker.
CLEAN all gear before leaving a site
by scrubbing with a brush and rinsing
with water.

DRAIN: all of the water from your
boat (including the bilge, live well,
motor), trailer, tackle and gear before
leaving the area.
DISINFECT your gear (especially
waders and boots) before traveling to a
different water body. Freeze your gear
for a minimum of 6 hours (< 26°F),
soak gear in a hot water bath for 5
minutes (≥ 120°F) (not recommended
for Gortex), or soak gear in undiluted
Formula 409 for at least 10 minutes.
(http://www.fs.usda.gov/Internet/
FSE_DOCUMENTS/
fsbdev3_015418.pdf).
DRY your gear completely (at least 48
hours) after each use.
NEVER transport live fish or any other
aquatic plant or animal from one water
body to another – it is illegal!

The state of our water
The Chester County Water Resources
Authority has issued its Annual Report,
Chester County Water Conditions – 2019
and it is available on their website or the
direct link here:
https://chesco.org/DocumentCenter/
View/60924/2019AnnualWaterStatusRepor
t_FINAL_20201123?bidId=
A couple of things jumped out of the report
at me.
The biotic diversity of insects living in
streams is an indicator of water quality. The
average biodiversity scores across the
County continued to steadily rise, with the
average score increasing by just over 2%.
The average score across the county is
about 68. The benthic macroinvertebrate
score for Valley Creek is the lowest
measured score in the county at 40.1.
Chloride (Salt) levels in many streams
continued to show a gradual rise in 2019,
with 14 of 18 sites showing an increase in
concentration over the prior year. Increased
road miles and impervious cover are
strongly correlated with higher chloride
concentrations. Chloride concentrations in
Valley Creek are the worst in County
measuring 141 mg/L. The drinking water
standard threshold is 250 mg/L.
(Continued on page 5)
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Environmental Update
(Continued from page 4)

Trainings
Master Watershed Stewards Program
training classes are starting up again. We
will be posting a flyer about the new round
of classes on our VFTU website. Training
sessions will be held Wednesdays
beginning March 3rd and running through
June 16th from 6:00 – 8:30 P.M. The 2021
classes are forming now. For more
information check out our website for the
flyer or Contact: Meagan Hopkins-Doerr,
mxh1135@psu.edu or 610-696-3500.
PATU Eastern Regional Training. PA TU
has decided to do regional trainings
virtually. The PATU Eastern Regional
Training is scheduled for April 24th 2021.

Recent Grants Awarded
We were ecstatic when we found out that
we received two Growing Greener Grants.
The below is from the PA DEP press
release.
-- Valley Forge Chapter Trout Unlimited,
Valley Creek Monitoring Project at the
Former Knickerbocker Landfill, $7,275
-- Valley Forge Chapter Trout Unlimited,
Install More Infiltration Trenches in
Neighborhoods of Upper Crabby Creek,
$256,300
We were also pleased to find out that we
had also won a Forever Wild Grant from
PA Council of Trout Unlimited in the
amount of $1,500. This grant is for funds to
further study streams in the Pickering Creek
headwaters to see if conditions could be
found for restoration of brook trout.

Other Issues/opportunities
These last three paragraphs are all little
local issues that just came up over the past
month an illustrate how disturbed the
Valley Creek watershed is.
VFTU received an email through our
website that a neighbor was wreaking
havoc on the small headwater tributary
that ran along the property line. All the
vegetation along the stream was
removed and wood chips were piled as
a berm along the stream. Pictures were
sent and the incident had been reported
to the Chester County conservation
District who had investigated the
WWW.VALLEYFORGETU.ORG

complaint. Their investigation resulted
in a report of no violation. This seemed
to me that something was amiss. I
visited the site and found it pretty
much as had been described. I called
the person from CCCD who had done
the inspection and written the report. It
seems that what we were not told was
that the big tree along the tributary that
got undercut fell on to the house and
had to be removed. Further that the
drainage above the site was less than
100 acres and therefore the CCCD had
no jurisdiction and beyond that the area
of disturbance was less than one acre
so it didn’t require an NPDES permit.
So, all of what was done in this
particular case was legal as far as the
Conservation District is concerned. I
am still not sure if any Township
ordinances were violated. I am working
on that.
I received a call from a member who
said he had found an excavation in the
flood plain near the confluence of
Valley and Little Valley. I said that I
was interested in seeing it - would he
be still around, that I couldn’t get there
for an hour or so. He said he would be
there. We met and I was really
impressed and amazed by what I saw.
In the flood plain someone, I am
assuming them to be young teenagers
built the beginnings of what I would
call a mountain bike track. There were
mounds 4 feet wide by 4 feet tall
tamped and smoothed flat that ran into
and rounded excavation, then on to a
rise, then down again into another
depression and up a 4-foot-high ramp
at the far end. On the other side of the
loop track was a 3-foot-high curved
berm that appeared to be constructed to
be hit at high speed. There were other
structures being built. It had improved
since last I saw it until this morning.
We need places for our youth to
recreate and I do applaud the energy
and resourcefulness of whoever is
building this but… It is in the wrong
place. In that place all of that disturbed
earth is going to be swept downstream
in the next good rain storm adding yet
more sediment to a sediment impaired
stream.

I met there with a Chesterbrook official
this morning. He is referring the issue
to up the food chain.
I was invited to look at an eased
property on Little Valley Creek off of
North Valley Road to see if we could
help the Open Land Conservancy aid
the new homeowner in finding ways
she might be able to stabilize the
stream that was clawing nearer to her
house with each erosive storm. Before
entering the driveway, I drove up
North Valley towards Paoli paying
attention to the signs of stormwater
runoff. I was really surprised to see the
amount of debris, stone and gravel as
well as erosion on both sides of the
road. I only went up a short way but it
was amazing. I returned to the
driveway, pulled in and met the new
owner and my friends from the Open
Lands Conservancy. We walked the
property and proposed ideas as we as
marveled at the power of water. The
property is beautiful, too much stream
erosion, but still beautiful. The
homeowner is open to all kinds of
options so it would be good if we
collectively could come up with
something that might be functional and
esthetically pleasing. I am thinking at
the very minimum some sort of
riparian buffer planting. The former
owner mowed right to the edge of the
stream. Thinking more boldly it might
be a place where some innovative
stormwater management strategy might
be employed to help not just the
homeowner but those above and below
her.
Lastly, the notification system that has been
put in place to alert folks of the large valve
opening to drain Marsh Creek Lake which
in turn raises the water levels in the East
Branch of the Brandywine through the
special regulations area seems to be
working. We got our first notification and
immediately got an email blast out to the
membership. Hopefully these notices will
preclude anglers from being trapped where
they don’t want to be as the water rises.

“If I have seen further than others, it
is by standing upon the shoulders of
giants.”
Isaac Newton

Spring 2021

5

The Go-To Fly
By Charlie Griffen

I thoroughly enjoyed Pete Lee’s article, entitled “The Confidence
Fly”, in the Winter 2020 edition of Bank Notes. Pete and I have a
lot in common: we’ve both been fly fishing since our early youth,
we both started with a solid fiberglass rod and were mostly selftaught, and we both have a strange affinity for the native fallfish
that abounds in our local streams. That being said, although I
occasionally use a Muddler Minnow, it is not one of my go to flies.

Woolly Bugger

Glo Bug
A go to fly, for those of you who are relatively new to fly fishing, is
one that is used when conditions, like trout rising to a hatch of a
certain type of mayfly or other insect, don’t make it easy to discern
what the fish maybe feeding on. I have a number of go to flies in
my arsenal that I use depending on the time of year, the type of fish
I’m after and the conditions (water clarity, water temperature, etc.)
present. For instance, in the fall and winter when I’m after rainbow
trout or steelhead, the first fly I usually tie on is a Glo Bug. A Glo
Bug is a simple fly made with various colors of yarn that imitates a
salmon or trout egg. Since rainbow trout are genetically
programmed to eat salmon eggs, it is a very effective pattern when
fished correctly. Incidentally, I’ve caught plenty of brown trout and
fallfish on Glo Bugs, and I recently landed an 18” white sucker that
took one while fishing for trout on the Tulpehocken Creek.
When I see trout rising sporadically in the summer and fall, and no
obvious hatch is present, my go to fly is a black parachute ant in
size #16 or #18. Other favorite go to surface flies of mine include
an elk hair caddis when fishing pocket water or riffles and an
Adams dry fly when fishing ponds or slower pools in streams.
When there is no surface feeding activity and I’m after trout or fall
fish, my usual go to flies are a pheasant tail nymph and a goldribbed hare’s ear. I’ll fish them singly or in tandem.
Far and away my all-time favorite go to fly is the Woolly Bugger.
According to Wikipedia, Russell Blessing, a Lancaster, PA native,
is considered to be the creator of the Woolly Bugger. Legend has it
that in 1967 he added a marabou tail to the Woolly Worm in an
effort to mimic a hellgrammite, or dobsonfly nymph, a major food
source for stream bred smallmouth bass. The original, or classic
6

woolly bugger uses marabou feathers for the tail, and a body made
of chenille with a saddle hackle feather tied palmer style from the
back to the front of the fly. The most popular colors, and my
favorites, are black and olive. They are typically tied on extra-long
hooks in size #4 to #10, although I’ve tied them larger and smaller
than that. There are hundreds of variations that have been created
over the years, but my personal favorite is adding a bead or cone
head for added weight to get the fly down to the fish quickly. They
can be cast upstream and dead drifted like a nymph or cast across
and downstream and stripped or jigged like a bait fish. I’ve caught
dozens of different fish species on Woolly Buggers over the years,
including trout, largemouth and smallmouth bass, sunfish, white
and yellow perch, shad, pickerel and even a freshwater drum! I
don’t do much salt water fishing, but I imagine if you tied them on
large saltwater hooks they’d work just fine for stripers and blue
fish. In John Gierach’s book “Good Flies”, he mentions the Woolly
Bugger first in his chapter on streamers. The second streamer he
writes about is…..the Muddler Minnow!
My hope is that if you’ve never fished a Woolly Bugger you’ll give
it a try the next time you go fishing. Tom Rosenbauer, famous fly
tier and author, lists the Woolly Bugger as 1 of 8 essential patterns
in his “Orvis Fly Tying Manual”. That’s certainly a good enough
endorsement for me.
If you have a favorite go to or confidence fly, we’d love to have
you tell us about it in a future edition of BankNotes. We always
welcome new authors.

PFBC Trout Stocking Schedule
To inform anglers of trout stocking dates and locations,
stocking schedule will be provided on the PFBC website
and FishBoatPA mobile app beginning on February 1.
Anglers are reminded that all stocking dates are subject to
change due to weather conditions and other factors, and
they should check the stocking schedule throughout the
season.
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Valley Forge Trout Unlimited
41st ANNUAL

and FUNDRAISER

It’s Virtual!
SAT. MARCH 20, 2021
1:00 PM - 2:30 PM

Presentation by

TIM FLAGLER

Online Auction
Online Sweepstakes
See our website
for more details

“WHAT IS HAPPENING
NOW
ON LOCAL TROUT
STREAMS”

CHECK OUT THE AMAZING PRIZES
AT

www.valleyforgetu.org
ALL PROCEEDS TO BE USED TO
CONSERVE, PROTECT AND RESTORE
OUR COLDWATER STREAMS AND
WATERSHEDS
WWW.VALLEYFORGETU.ORG
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The Spring Quarter
By Mary S. Kuss

The sun and the earth dance together
endlessly, and as they do so day length
gradually increases and decreases and the
rays of the sun strike the earth more or less
directly. We mark the minimums and
maximums of these phenomena as the
summer and winter solstice and the vernal
and autumnal equinox, as humans have
done throughout our history. Based on these
observations, we divide the year into four
quarters—summer, fall, winter, and spring.

For Sale!

Leaders with
Tippet Rings
already attached!
All you have to do is add your tippet.
Leaders last longer and no need to tie
blood knots, so you save time and money.
Available in 7 ½ and 9 ft. Lengths
Tapered to 3X or 5X
1 for $3.50, 2 for $6.00

shipping included

To order, contact Charlie Griffen at
c.griffenod @ verizon.net
All proceeds go to VFTU

Although each quarter has its own charms,
for the fly fisher the spring quarter is the
prime of the year. I love to go fishing any
time I can. Spring, however, produces a
quantity and quality of fishing that eclipses
that of any other season. There is so much
going on in the natural world at this time.
The pleasures of the spring season are
abundant, sweet, and ephemeral. They must
be savored before they slip away.
I have a pretty remarkable collection of
refrigerator magnets. One of my favorites
features a leaping rainbow trout and the
words, “Do not forget, in the ebb and flow
of life, an opportunity missed is an
opportunity missed forever.” We get only so
many spring fishing seasons in a lifetime.
Of course we all must find a suitable
balance between our desire to go fishing
and life’s other duties and obligations. I
would encourage you, however, to seriously
consider your decision every time you
reflexively deny yourself a chance to go on

Books for Sale
Private library of classic and
modern books on Fishing,
Hunting, Nature and Golf.
Gill, Halford, Jennings, LeBranche,
Schweibert, Marinaro, etc.

Contact:

tedmckenzie78@yahoo.com
ARE YOU CONNECTED??
You should be getting emails from National TU and from Valley Forge Trout Unlimited.
We need your help in keeping our email address list up to date so we can send you
monthly notices of chapter activities. If you are not receiving emails from Valley Forge
Trout Unlimited, or would like to change your email address, please send an email to:
peterkleemalvern@hotmail.com
Please note that neither Valley Forge Trout Unlimited nor TU national shares your email
address with third parties.
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a fishing trip or outing because you’re “too
busy.” Particularly during springtime, it’s a
much better idea to put off doing other
things rather than to put off going fishing.
Most people think first of trout fishing in
the spring, and rightly so. Trout fishing
activity peaks in our region during April
and May as rising water temperatures and
increasing day length stimulate both insects
and fish. Hatches of aquatic insects are most
abundant at this time. This coincides
perfectly with optimal conditions for trout
feeding. Water temperatures are warm
enough to spur a trout’s metabolic rate and
desire to feed, yet cool enough to be
comfortable.
The best trout fishing of the year would be
reason enough to get out fishing at every
opportunity during the spring, but there’s so
much more happening. There are runs of
herring and shad coming up many of our
rivers and creeks. The Hickory Shad run on
Deer Creek, a tributary of the Susquehanna
River just below the Conowingo Dam, is
justifiably famous among fly fishers. When
the run is on, swinging brightly-colored
streamers can produce steady action with
chrome-bright fish that run, jump, and put a
very good bend in a trout-weight fly rod.
In early spring, warmwater fish in local
lakes and ponds are waking from their
winter torpor and moving into the shallows,
where the water warms up first. Upon their
arrival they often find hatching midges, and
feed on them eagerly. Bass, Crappie,
Bluegill, and their kin are soon establishing
territories and preparing for their nesting
season. At that time larger panfish are more
available, aggressive, and easier to catch
than at any other time of the year.
Finally, there is the spring fishing in salt
and brackish water for a variety of species.
Many bays, tidal creeks, and estuary areas
in New Jersey, Delaware, and Maryland
have runs of Striped Bass. Some of these
waters also have excellent spring fishing for
White or Yellow Perch, Largemouth Bass,
and Pickerel. Prospecting with a Clouser
Deep Minnow can produce a 10-inch Perch
on one cast and a 10 lb. Striper on the next.
Exciting stuff!
So make your plans to fish early and often
this spring, and don’t delay! In a few short
weeks this golden time will be over for
another year.
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The Gear Geek
By Les Young

I've been a confirmed gear geek for lo these
many decades. Fly rods, at least since the
advent of 'modern' bamboo hexagonal
sectioned split cane, somehow lend
themselves to appealing to the OCD laden
followers of the sport. Incidentally, that
innovation, now the working standard
design for cane, is generally credited to a
local from the Lehigh Valley, Samuel
Phillipes, a gunsmith from Pennsylvania. In
1846 he made the first six-sided stick from
Calcutta Cane, and 13 years later migrated
to bamboo. There are rumors, however, that
some of these were made somewhere in
Central Pennsylvania. It's funny how
Theodore Gordon and others managed to
create the perception that American fly
fishing was born in New York's Catskills,
but we Keystoners know better.
And so it was that as flyfishing progressed
(I use the term advisedly) from a three-fly
cast of wet flies to dry fly fishing, the
innovations in the game led to lighter line
weights and shorter rods than the old 9 foot
three piecers common from Montague, HI,
South Bend, Heddon, Shakespeare and
many others. Tapers were where the action
was at (pun intended), since with pre-Gink
floatants, it was hard to get the fly to float
for very long, necessitating false casting to
dry out the offerings. Thus, Payne, Leonard,
Thomas(s), Granger, and then Dickerson
and Paul Young kept refining the tapers and
actions in their work. By last midcentury
the biggest new technology was the
impregnation by Orvis, licensed to Sharpe
in the UK, which reduced the upkeep and
maintenance of the wooden substrate.
One of the many inventions around WWII
was fiberglass, and the first FG fly rods
were actually solids, derived from radio
antennas. Pretty soon, Shakespeare and
Fenwick created hollow FG rods, modifying
the taper and action by the design of the
layup of the fiberglass/resin cloth. A lot of
the trade FG rods were pretty soupy for dry
fly work, but the enthusiasts like Russ Peak
created great designs, as did Fenwick. In
fact, for trout fishing, a lot of vintage sticks
from this era are still wonderfully
productive for modern conditions. The same
can be said of many of the older cane rods
from the Payne and Leonard era.
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Since then, in the mid '70s, graphite came
into being and even before The Movie (The
River Runs Through It), pretty much took
over the landscape in fly rod materials. The
first graphites were amazingly fast, and as
the Grateks made way for succeeding
Generations of ever lighter and faster
graphites, they opened the door to the
masses by their accessibly easy casting
properties.
Boron was an interesting blip in the curve.
Bill Phillips, an aerospace engineer from
Sikorsky Helicopter in Connecticut,
moonshined solid boron rods. They were
very tough, despite being vanishingly
skinny. One of his selling points was that
you could close a car door on one,
damaging the door but not the rod. For a
variety of reasons, boron (in tubular form)
never made a big inroad, and in fact
graphite's onset snuffed out the one big
advance in fiberglass substrate, from the 'E'
glass to the higher modulus and lighter 'S'
glass.
It used to be that buying a fly rod was an
arduous process: the old rods were finicky,
requiring the caster to adapt to their specific
feels and actions. And there were a lot of
poorly designed and built trade rods on the
market. Not so, now. Even the cheapest
rods from Cabela's or EBay are fully
functional and usable.
But the greatest thing now is that both
fiberglass and bamboo are making
comebacks, even before COVID swelled
the ranks of fly fisherpeople.

Behold the fisherman

Terry Peach
A Marblehead Flyfisher
5716 Kennett Pike, Suite D
Centerville, DE 19807
Hours: Tue thru Friday 10 am-7pm
Saturday 10 am-5 pm
Phone: 302-654-6515
Mobile: 302-743-0966
Fax: 302-654-6533
Email: terry@amarbleheadflyfisher.com

Please
Patronize
Our
Advertisers
Their generous
donations and
discounts make
our raffles
possible.

Thanks!
VFTU

He riseth up early and disturbeth
the whole household.
Mighty are his preparations!
He goeth forth full of hope and
when the day is far spent he
returneth Smelling of strong
drink, and the truth is not in him
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The Old Man
The Old Man was a lousy deer hunter, and I
could never quite figure out why.. He used to
say that he wasn't much of a rifle shot, but I
think that he said that just to sucker people.
After all, in 1943 he
had staggered out of
the infirmary at Fort
Jackson SC where
he was being treated
for pneumonia, to
qualify on the rifle
range with the M1
Garand, and at 500
yards, scored nine
bulls out of ten.
Apparently the
range master was
just as amazed as
the Old Man and
ordered the target
pulled so that he could check it himself. No,
it wasn't that he was a bum shot.

tracks, I had been picking up empty shotgun
hulls and putting them in my pockets. When
I ran out of pockets, I started storing my
treasures under my hat. Of course, by the
time we got to the bar, I had forgotten this
little tidbit. After I had clambered up on the
barstool, the Old Man told me to take off my
hat inside, and complying, my trophies
clattered to the floor. Back down the stool I
went to gather them up, but not before
noticing that the other bar denizens were
shaking their heads back and forth, eyes
closed, smiling slightly, glad that this little
bozo wasn't their kid, and the Old Man was
doing likewise because I was. What I took
away from this little episode, is that I have
perfected that gesture, which I now employ
every time somebody’s kid screws up.

for nearly a decade after that. He only took it
back up when I began pestering him to.

He fished with an eight foot fiberglass fly
rod mated to an automatic reel. A level line
and a six foot length of six pound test tippet
material terminated with a snelled Eagle
Claw baitholder hook, usually a size ten,
made up his rig. He was finicky about his
sinkers, and preferred the match-like
Twiston variety over split shot. He seemed
to know exactly where in each spot a trout
would be located, and how many lead strips
it would take for him to drift his worm right
into the waiting fish without making the fish
work for it. He was fussy about his worms,
too, preferring ones about four inches long
he called "trout worms," but in actuality
were young nightcrawlers. If forced to use
If the Old Man never quite figured out how
adult 'crawlers, he would pinch them in half
to slip up close enough to a deer to murder it, and use the tail end, claiming that that half
he sure didn't have that problem with trout.
was softer and easier to hook a fish with.
He had learned to fish for them, wild
At our fly-fishing school we advise the
While it took him 22 years to kill his first
brookies, in the headwaters of West Valley
students to wear drab, subdued clothing so as
buck, he was tough on small game. He often Creek, just east of Ship Road, and had
not to scare the fish, but the Old Man wore
said that there was no reason that anyone
learned its lessons well. His best fish had
one of those old plastic covered blaze orange
should miss a pheasant, but he missed the
been a beautiful male, twelve and a half
deer hunting hats every day, even while
first one I ever saw him shoot at. Three
inches long, caught late in the season several
fishing. His featured several little melted
times. He said it might have been a little out years before I was born. He gave the fish to
of range, but I can still see that bird, and it
his aunt Anna, the youngest girl of that Clark craters where trash burning embers had
landed, and it was a tribute to his stealth and
wasn't. I think he was just trying to show off brood, who still lived on the Ship Road
treachery that the trout never saw it coming.
for the kid.
home place. Anna had never married, but
had stayed on to take care of her parents,
The Old Man passed away halfway through
The beagles put up another a little farther
which was the custom of Irish families in
opening week of trout season 1981. I had
down the tracks, but this cockbird didn't fare
those days. In return, her brothers left her the spent the morning hours of opening day
as well, and the Old Man put the clamps to it
property.
cleaning house on the fly-only waters on the
before it gained five feet of altitude. He told
west branch of Brandywine Creek. Later that
me to run up and wring its neck, which I did. I never got to fish that stretch. In 1950 the
day he asked me how I had done, and even
This was the first neck I had ever wrung, so I Church Farm School destroyed the fishery
though I had caught several larger rainbows,
wasn't exactly sure when to stop wringing,
by straightening the creek to create
I told him my best fish was a brookie, a
and the bird was approaching four feet in
additional pasture. In the mid-'60's you could
pretty male about a foot long. "That's a
length before he told me to stop before I
still see the faint skeletons of the meanders
that provided cover for the trout, and maybe damned nice brookie, did you put him
pulled its head off.
back?" I replied "yes" to both, but after all
you still can. I don't go back there anymore.
On the way home that day, we stopped at a
these years, I still kick myself for lying. That
It would be like visiting the cemetery and
bar in Daylesford, he to celebrate with a
brookie was every bit of thirteen inches.
finding your family's headstones always
beer, I because I didn't have a choice. While
kicked over. The Old Man quit trout fishing
we had been working our way down the

Saturday, March 20

Trout Show 2021 webinar
1:00 pm. Go to www.valleyforgetu,org for the webinar link

2nd Thursday

VFTU General Meeting
7:30 pm, webinar. September through May (except no March meeting)
Go to www.valleyforgetu,org for the webinar link

2nd, 3rd & 4th Monday

Project Healing Waters Fly Fishing – Royersford
6:30 - 8:30 pm, Zoom meeting
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VFTU Officers, Board of Directors and Program Leads
Editors

Patrick Runyen

Joe Armstrong
John Dettrey
Frank Donohoe
Robbi Freisem
Charlie Griffen
Pete Hughes
Dave Macaleer
Ed McGovern
Owen Owens
Lester W. Young
Len Zappolo

Trout in the Classroom

Project Healing Waters

Dave Dickens

VFTU Program Lead

TU members log on to www.tu.org
to complete address change.

Environmental Chairman

Jim Clark

Pete Goodman

Coatesville VA Medical Center

Membership Chairman

Ken VanGilder

Peter Lee

Royersford

President
Jim Leonard

Vice President, Internal Affairs
Karl Heine

Vice President, External Affairs
Al Renzi

Secretary
Park Messikomer

Treasurer

Mike McDade
Peter Hughes

Graphics & Publishing
Jim Leonard

www.tu.org
www.valleyforgetu.org

All others, send changes of address to:
VFTU
PO Box 1356
West Chester, PA 19380

Thad Nowakowski

West Bradford
Jason Scrafford

PA Regional Coordinator

Update our list by sending an Email to:

Dave Riggio

peterkleemalvern@hotmail.com

The Valley Forge Chapter of Trout Unlimited is dedicated to preserving, protecting, and
restoring trout habitat throughout Chester County, Pennsylvania.
Its 800+ members and affiliates are engaged in the fight to preserve our precious
coldwater resources. All similarly inclined persons are invited to join.

YES! Please begin my one-year membership in Trout Unlimited. I understand my dues payment entitles me to all regular membership benefits
including a personal membership card and quarterly issues of Trout
magazine. VFTU members also receive our quarterly newsletter Bank-

Notes.

Name __________________________________________________________________
Address ________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________

Please select membership category:

□ Regular

$35

□ Family

$55

For other membership categories, visit the
Trout Unlimited website at www.tu.org

Payment enclosed: $ ________________
Make checks payable to Trout Unlimited

Pay by credit card:

City____________________________________________________________________

Account Number:_______________________________________

State

________ Zip _____________

Name on Card: _________________________________________

Phone

_________ - _________ - ______________________

Expiration Date:_______/__________

*Email ________________________________________________________________

Signature: ______________________________________________

*Trout Unlimited does not make email addresses available to outside parties, for
any reason, ever. By providing your email address you help us reduce mailing and
printing costs, which in turn helps the environment.

Enclosed is my employer’s matching contribution gift form. This is in
addition to my membership application and payment.
To ensure correct New Member Rebate, the VFTU chapter number is: 290

Trout Unlimited is incorporated as a 501(C)3 non-profit, educational, charitable
organization, and all monetary and property donations are tax deductible to the
extent allowed by law.
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VFTU
General Meetings
are now being held
as Webinars

Coming Soon in March!
Information and links will be posted on our website at
www.valleyforgetu.org

General Meetings are held
the second Thursday
of each month
7:30 PM
September through May

Will be a webinar!
Saturday March 20
1:00 PM - 2:00 PM
The link to the show will be posted on our website at
www.valleyforgetu.org
Featured speaker: Tim Flagler
“What is Happening Now on Local Trout Streams”
Winners of the Main Raffle will be announced
(Tickets are coming in the mail soon)

If you see a spill or fish kill, call any of your officers or board
members (see the inside back cover of BankNotes) and report
directly to the following:

Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission
Illegal Fishing, Poaching , Disturbance of a Waterway,
Fish Kills or Illegal Dumping
Our local WCO, Bob Bonney, has requested emergencies be
reported immediately to him via his cell phone: (610) 637-6398
and to the
Southeast Region of the PA F&BC at (717) 626-0228
(8:00 AM – 4:00 PM weekdays)

NOTE: No General Meeting in March

Links to the general meetings
webinars will be posted each month at
www.valleyforgetu.org

Pennsylvania Department of Environmental
Protection
Fish Kills , Illegal Dumping:, Water Quality or Pollution
Emergencies should be reported immediately by telephone to
the Southeast Regional Office at (484) 250-5900
(24 hours a day, 7 days a week)

Chester County Conservation District
Erosion and Sedimentation Issues
(610) 925-4920

Chester County Health Department
Well and Septic Issues
(610) 344-6225

