
 

 

VALLEY FORGE TROUT UNLIMITED 

By Pete Hughes 

No Good Deed 

Volunteers are the lifeblood of many non-

profit organizations, including Trout 

Unlimited. In fact, all activities of TU 

chapters around the country are run 

exclusively by volunteers. The amount and 

quality of work accomplished by TU 

volunteers and those in other organizations 

is impressive and is testament to the long 

hours spent trying to make a difference.  

Unfortunately, 

volunteers are not 

always appreciated or 

given thanks for their 

efforts, and may 

actually come under 

fire by the same folks 

they are trying to help.  

 

This was the case for a group of volunteers 

who formed a task force in a local township 

to address stormwater management issues. 

These volunteers have extensive 

backgrounds and professional work 

experience in relevant fields. Increased 

stormwater is having severe and sometimes 

dangerous effects on residences, businesses 

and streams, including Valley Creek that 

runs through this township. These 

volunteers were already volunteering for 

other groups such as a land conservancy 

and Valley Forge Trout Unlimited. But, 

they saw a problem and came together to 

find solutions. They made their case to the 

township supervisors and received a charter 

to go-ahead and form the task force, but 

with a limited time horizon. 

One of the first assignments of the task 

force was to inform township residents of 

(Continued on page 3) 

By Al Renzi 

The origins of this project started 
about a year ago when an article was 
published in Trout Magazine 
regarding the use of Whitlock-
Vibert Boxes to raise trout from 
eggs. These egg boxes have been 
around for decades and were used 
by chapter members Jim Clark and 
Joe Armstrong from the late 70s to 
the early 90s in the West Valley 
Creek area. At the time, they raised 
browns, rainbows and to some 
extent brook trout using this 
methodology. Back in the day, they 
were planting 40,000 eggs at a time, 
which at 500 eggs per box is 80 
boxes. That was a lot of work! It is 
great that we have two very 
experienced individuals with 
established success in using this 

technique. As we look to revitalize 
this program, they both have been 
instrumental in sharing their 
valuable experience. We will be 
using the same egg boxes that they 
used decades ago, so it is nice to 
make this transition with the history 
and experiences from the people and 
egg boxes that had success then. 
This hopefully is a good omen for 
our current project. 

With the deteriorating native brook 
trout population in Chester County 
that has come with increased 
development, population density, 
loss of habitat, suburban runoff from 
increased impervious surfaces and 
increasing stream temperatures, 
stopping the decline of our brook 
trout population has been very 
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difficult. There are electrofishing 
reports produced by the PA Fish and 
Boat commission of a number of 
tributaries in Chester County that 
contain brook trout. Also, local 
anglers know where other brook 
trout populations still thrive. The 
key is having good habitat that will 
support brook trout. It does exist, 
but it is just harder to find. 

So, we asked ourselves, are there 
existing micro-climates that could 
support more brook trout habitats? I 
remember Joe Armstrong saying to 
me, “go find a cold spring and then 
you may have a shot at making this 
work.” Well, I live in Chester 
Springs and as the name implies, 
there are many cold springs in the 
area. I happen to live on an 1850s 
property that has a spring house that 
is still running at 55 degrees year 
around. When I started looking 
around for other cold springs, I 
realized that Historic Yellow 
Springs, right down the road from 
me, has 3 springhouses and multiple 
other underground seeps that are 
spilling into a tributary to Pickering 
Creek. The Crystal Springhouse, in 
particular, had a very good flow, 
and a nice rivulet that could 
potentially serve as a home for 
brook trout eggs. It also had a steady 
temperature flow of about 55 
degrees, even in the heat of 
summer.  

Jim Clark, who has lived in the 
West Valley Creek area all of his 
life and has fished this area for 
decades, came across a very active 
spring that feeds a tributary to West 
Valley. As I mentioned previously, 
a number of tributaries to West 
Valley were the focus of trout 
raising back in the 70s to the 90s. 
Jim feels that given the great cold 
spring flow, 56 degree temperature 
and length of this tributary, brook 
trout have a good chance of 
succeeding.  

With this information in hand, we 
received grant funding from PA 
Council of Trout Unlimited for 

temperature loggers for Pickering 
and we also received loaner 
temperature loggers from Valley 
Forge National Historic Park for 
West Valley. These temperature 
loggers will enable us to monitor the 
cold spring and surrounding area to 
see if the springs provide a 
temperature buffer that would help 
support a year-round brook trout 
population. Also, before purchasing 
the eggs, Pete Goodman was in 
touch with PA Fish and Boat 
Commission to outline our goals for 
the project. We did receive approval 
from them to proceed with 
purchasing and planting the brook 
trout eggs in the specified locations 
outlined above. On December 7th, I 
picked up 5000 brook trout eggs 
from Michelfelder Hatchery in 
Boyertown, PA. I have to admit that 
I did not get much sleep that night, 
since I was serving as a parent to 
5000 eggs that were depending on 
me to keep them alive for the next 
24 hours. The eggs came from the 
hatchery springs at about 52 
degrees, so I did my best to keep 
them in the 45 to 50 degree range 
overnight so that they could make a 
reasonable temperature transition to 
the boxes and eventually to the cold 
springs where we were going to 
plant the eggs the next day. 

On December 8th, a group of 20 
volunteers helped to dig holes and 
plant ten Whitlock-Vibert boxes in 
both the Pickering and West Valley 
Springs. As of early January, the 
good news is that we did spot brook 
trout fry at Historic Yellow Springs, 
so we will continue to monitor these 
sites throughout the winter and 
spring timeframes. As expected, we 
did experience some silt 
accumulation in the lower chamber 
of some of the Vibert boxes, which 
may or may not have affected the 
viability of the eggs. All-in-all, this 
experience will serve to inform our 
efforts for next December in further 
optimizing our site selection and 
planting process.   

Reestablishing brook trout in more 
headwater streams is a tall order, 

especially when having to deal with 
run-off, silt, predation and 
increasing environmental 
temperatures, but that is the reason 
why we need to pay more attention 
to our native brook trout. When 
brook trout are present, the habitat is 
there and our surrounding 
ecosystem is balanced. When the 
brook trout are not there and/or they 
cannot thrive or survive, that is an 
indication of lack of habitat and 
balance.  

We are realistic in that we know this 
pilot project will be a stepping stone 
and we will need to build an 
integrated approach to creating 
stream habitat and protecting what 
habitat we have. We also have 
measured expectations in the sense 
that we know that the main 
Pickering and West Valley Streams 
are likely too warm in the summer 
to support brook trout. However, the 
tributaries of both Pickering and 
West Valley could contain micro-
climates or micro-habitats that 
potentially will support a healthy 
population of brook trout. In the 
Pickering Creek watershed, we are 
fortunate to have much preserved 
land and those preserved lands 
contain cold springs that feed 
multiple tributaries that eventually 
end up in the Pickering. Our next 
step as we plan for the coming year 
is to determine if these preserved 
lands and headwater streams offer 
potential for our native brook trout 
beyond the cold springs that served 
as our pilot study this past season. 

So we will carry on with the hope 
that we will at least learn a lot about 
our watersheds, make a few 
mistakes along the way, and 
somehow find a path forward 
together as we pursue our mission of 
conserving, protecting and restoring 
our cold-water streams and 
tributaries.  

Links for learning about Whitlock-Vibert 

boxes and how-to’s: https://
flyfishersinternational.org/
Conservation/Projects-Programs/
Whitlock-Vibert-Box 

(Continued from page 1) 
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their work and to solicit citizen input. The 

task force put together a presentation and set 

up a meeting for all township residents. The 

meeting would provide the opportunity to 

explain the stormwater issues and outline 

their process going forward. They also left 

time for Q and A and provided comment 

cards for suggestions. 

The meeting was surprisingly well attended. 

Great! Surely this was a sign that folks were 

aware of, and concerned with a problem that 

has been the biggest issue facing Valley 

Creek for decades and will likely continue to 

be so. The task force did a wonderful job 

with the presentation and had indisputable 

data to back up their positions. Then came 

the Q and A and it became clear why the 

meeting was so well attended.  Amazing how 

many stormwater “experts” were in the 

audience. For the most part, folks in the 

audience stood up and railed at the township 

for such major problems as the clogged drain 

on their block. One popinjay was incredible 

as he described exactly what the task force 

needed to do – to fix the issue on his road.  

Nothing will draw in a crowd to a township 

meeting such as an issue that affects one’s 

own backyard.    

The task force certainly has its hand full.  

Many thanks go to these dedicated and under

-appreciated folks. 

THANKS! 

A big thanks goes out to all those folks who 

contributed to the Clean Streams Raffle that 

VFTU ran this past Autumn. Ticket sales 

were very good and reflected your 

generosity, not to mention an outstanding 

lineup of prizes. Most of the prizes were 

donated and we had a number of munificent 

members who sent in donations and did not 

send in tickets. 

40th Annual Spring Trout Show 
Saturday, March 28th 

Lionville Middle School 
550 W. Uwchlan Ave, Exton, PA 19341 

And, thanks in advance to all those folks 

who will attend this year’s Trout Show. This 

is our big event. It will feature Tom Gilmore, 

presenting a great program on fishing 

Pennsylvania’s internationally renowned 

trout streams. Tom is a well-traveled fly 

fishing expert with intimate knowledge of 

waters in our region, across the state and 

country. Conservation and environmental 

groups will host display tables, Project 

Healing Waters will be tying flies, plus there 

will be Jim Clark-tied flies for sale. Of 

course there will be our usual assortment 

raffles for fishers and non-fishers alike. 

Raffles prizes include top end fishing 

equipment, camping equipment, trail bike, 

kayak, artwork and much more. Also, the 

Trout Show is kid-friendly and will have a 

special kids-only raffle with appropriate 

prizes. See more information on the Trout 

Show elsewhere in this edition of 

BankNotes. 

Fly Fishing Film Tour 

VFTU will once again co-host the Fly 

Fishing Film Tour at the Colonial Theatre in 

downtown Phoenixville. The date is 

Thursday, April 16th.  This event has sold out 

the last couple of years so the good news is 

we are moving to the large theatre. That said, 

there will only be one showing so do not 

wait to get your tickets when they are 

available. You will be able to purchase them 

on-line at thecolonialheatre.com. 

The Screening 

When: Thursday, April 16, 2020. Doors 

open at 6pm, Show starts at 7pm. 

Show is two, one-hour reels with a 15 

minute intermission in between. Will 

be done by 9:30pm at the latest. 

Where: Colonial Theatre, 227 Bridge 

Street, Phoenixville, PA 19460. We 

will be in the main theater this year, 

which seats over 600 people. Lots of 

seats to fill. 

Tickets: Tickets are $25 + service fees and 

are available through the Colonial 

Theatre's website and the F3T 

website:  

https://thecolonialtheatre.com/

programs/fly-fishing-film-tour-2020/  

Preview: The 2020 Preview can be found 

here: 

https://vimeo.com/378375940 

or on the main website at 

https://flyfilmtour.com/ 

Raffle: We will again have a raffle for 

$2,500 worth of fly fishing gear. 

 

Who: We now have representation from 5 

of the Southeast TU chapters for 

2020! This year's benefactors will be 

the Tully, Valley Forge, Perkiomen, 

Delco-Manning, and Bucks County 

Chapters. 

TU Chapter Help Needed 

Promotion: We sold out the first two 

shows in the smaller, 175 seat theater 

and have decided to expand to the 

larger theater this year, which means 

we will need to go all out promoting 

the show over the next three months.  

(Continued from page 1) 

Notes from the Prez 

VFTU’s 5th Annual 

Little Juniata 
Spring Trip 

One of PA’s best wild trout streams 

When: 

May 28 - 30, 2020 
Where: 

Edgewater Inn Alexandria, PA 

Cost: 

$295 single occupancy 

$200 double occupancy 

What’s included: 

2 nights lodging with hot breakfast and 

Thursday night dinner at the historic 

Edgewater Inn 

Make checks payable to 

Valley Forge Trout Unlimited 

and put Little J Trip on the memo line 

Mail to: 
Charles Griffen 

134 Crump Road 
Exton, PA  19341 

Please include the name of your roommate if 
your are sharing a room along with your cell 

phone number and email address so I can 
send you confirmation and updates. 

Don’t forget to send your check! 

Cancellation Policy: 
Prior to 4/1/20 75% refund 

After 4/1/20 25% refund 

Questions? Email Charlie at: 
c.griffenod@verizon.net 

https://thecolonialtheatre.com/programs/fly-fishing-film-tour-2020/
https://thecolonialtheatre.com/programs/fly-fishing-film-tour-2020/
https://vimeo.com/378375940
https://flyfilmtour.com/
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As I sit in the nook contemplating writing 

this article the snow is still melting but the 

temperature is falling back towards freezing 

and it is supposed to be a cold week. 

Yesterday in the 

woods I enjoyed 

several Golden 

Crowned Kinglets 

working the shrubs 

at arm’s reach in 

front of me. It made 

me forget the 24-

degree cold. It is the 

19th of January after 

all. In years past I 

could have been ice 

fishing on this day. 

My Ice fishing gear is gathering dust in the 

basement. My daughter told me she could 

see the heads of her snow drops pushing up 

in her garden. For me it is too early to be 

looking for such things. I am afraid of what 

I might find. 

I hope everyone got the word and voted to 

make the Brandywine Pennsylvania’s river 

of the year. It is an interesting campaign 

and the Guardians of the Brandywine 

would certainly make good use of the prize 

money. They will be with us at the TROUT 

SHOW in March. Check out these great 

folks and the work they do. 

Another local group that is more than 

worthy of our support is the Open Land 

Conservancy. Every second Saturday from 

December to April they hold “Vine Days” 

in one of their preserves. The volunteer 

effort to remove invasive vines from the 

treed canopy of the preserves. Several of 

OLC’s preserves protect Valley Creek and 

we should be helping them improve the 

habitat along the stream. Check out their 

website for more info and details. 

Bishop Tube the contaminated site in East 

Whiteland continues to languish in 

bureaucratic gobble-de-goop. The 

“responsible parties” expert has produced a 

report on the extent of damage and the 

proposed remedies. The Delaware 

Riverkeeper Network is looking at the 

report as well as DEP. Don’t expect much 

agreement on any of the findings or 

remediation measures. 

In January we had Dr. Erik Silldorff, 

Restoration Director and senior scientist at 

the Delaware Riverkeeper Network 

provided an update to the attendees of our 

monthly meeting of his fascinating 

experiment to restore American Eels to the 

Pickering Creek. The experiment deals with 

asking if native eels can keep in check 

invasive crayfish. Observations elsewhere 

seem to indicate that where American Eels 

are present native crayfish populations do 

pretty well even if there is a substantial 

opportunity for non-native crayfish to move 

in and replace them. Dr. Silldorff believes 

that the American Eels keep the non-native 

crayfish populations in check. Now he is 

trying to prove it. He is a wonderful and 

passionate presenter. I think everyone 

enjoyed his presentation. 

At the last Valley Creek Restoration 

Partnership meeting Amy Ruhe Natural 

Resources Manager for Valley Forge 

National Historical Park reported that the 

number of rusty crayfish caught by the 

Crayfish Corps was way off this year. The 

Crayfish Corp was started by Valley Forge 

to try to control the invasive rusty crayfish 

in Valley Creek in order to protect the two 

or three native species that live in the park. 

Amy won’t speculate why the number has 

fallen as dramatically as it has. 

Chloride levels in Valley Creek are 

worrisome. The Chester County Water 

Resources Authority and USGS have both 

reported a very alarming trend in Valley 

Creek especially and in Chester County in 

general. Our stream water is getting saltier. 

The Chloride concentrations in base flow 

are on a trend line that does not bode well 

for the health of the stream. The increase in 

the trend line over the last decade says we 

should be very worried about Valley Creek. 

The concentration of dissolved chloride in 

Valley went from 77.9 mg/L on 10/02/2007 

to 137 mg/L on 10/26/17. The PADEP 

drinking water standard is 250 mg/L. I’m 

not sure when macros start dropping out but 

plant communities start being affected if the 

concentrations get much higher. What can 

we do? We as individuals can reduce the 

amount of Chloride products we use. We 

can also complain to everyone that will 

listen and to some of those in places of 

control over salt applications. We need to 

figure out how to stop this trend. There are 

a growing number of people concerned 

across the country over this increasing 

problem. If you want more information 

check out the new reports from Chester 

County Water Resources Authority. They 

produce some really great reports and 

information – check out their website. 

I had a call recently from one of our 

contacts on the Wilson Run Growing 

Greener Grant. He said that he was getting 

his paperwork together to submit a 

reimbursement request. I have heard this 

before. I am actually expecting something 

to come of this but not holding my breath. 

We will see where this goes. 

We had one of our members attend a 

meeting on January 9th regarding Francis 

A. Walter Dam. I believe it was up in White 

Haven, PA. The Dam is on the Lehigh 

River. The meeting was to discuss a study 

that was to be jointly funded by the Army 

Corp of Engineers, the Delaware River 

Basin Commission and the New York City 

Department of Environmental Protection. I 

was told that there were over 1,000 people 

that tried to attend. It sounds like what 

people are afraid of is New York lobbying 

for additional releases so that they could 

hold back more water upstream on the 

Delaware and divert that to NYC. I am sure 

that there will be more on this in the 

coming months. This certainly could have 

implications for the trout fishing on the 

upper Delaware. 

Just a couple of announcements 

Keystone Coldwater Conference  

sponsored by PA TU. Friday & Saturday, 

February 28 & 29. Theme: Coldwater 

Resource Conservation and Education: 

Resiliency in a Changing Environment.  

This is a great conference I recommend it. 

Master Watershed Stewards Program: 

Call for Volunteers – a new 2020 class 

starting now – Training in Southern Chester 

County (Oxford and New Garden Regions) 

held Tuesday nights Feb. 25 – May 19. For 

more information please contact Megan 

Hopkins-Doerr, Coordinator, Master 

Gardeners of Chester County, Coordinator, 

Master Watershed Stewards of Chester & 

Delaware Counties, Penn State Extension. 

Chester County office: 610-696-3500. 

Delaware County office: 484-472-5115.  

Email: Mxh1135@psu.edu . 

(Continued on page 5) 

Pete Goodman 

Environmental Update 

https://extension.psu.edu/programs/master-gardener/counties/chester
https://extension.psu.edu/programs/watershed-stewards/counties/chester-delaware
https://extension.psu.edu/programs/watershed-stewards/counties/chester-delaware
mailto:Mxh1135@psu.edu
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Delaware Riverkeeper Network’s Watershed Congress Along  

The Schuylkill River  

Date: March 14, 2020, Location: Montgomery County Community 

College - West Campus, Pottstown, PA. Registration Is Now Open! 

Register online or download a printable registration form: 

https://www.delawareriverkeeper.org/ 

watershed-congress-along-schuylkill-river 

 

Annual VFTU Valley Creek Cleanup 

April 4, 2020 

Unfortunately, that is the Saturday of the opening of trout season in 

the Southeast. Hopefully we can forestall your fishing pleasure 

with a little give-back to a stream that means so much to many of 

us. We meet at 9:00 a.m. in East Whiteland’s Valley Creek Park on 

Route 29 to get stream segment assignments and the cleanup ends 

at Noon. Then it is off to chase those wily stocked trout. 

(Continued from page 4) 

Environmental Update 

By Joe Armstrong 

Victoria Island is one of the large islands 

north of mainland Canada. It is often 

confused with Vancouver Island, which has 

the city of Victoria, capital of British 

Columbia. 

The Ekoluk River is about 2 or 3 miles long 

and drains a lake perhaps 45 miles long. In 

early July the ice finally breaks on the river. 

Apparently it is very impressive, with ice 

flows the size and shape of school busses 

banging down the river. Coming right behind 

them are the arctic char which spend the 

winter and spawn in the lake. They are 

emaciated and in need of food, which they 

find in the estuary. In late August, they come 

back into the river with what seems to be 

very small heads and large bodies. In about 

two weeks, the majority have gone back up 

river. 

I was there in 2013 to fish that run. The 

camp I was in was quite spartan. Primitive 

cabins slept three in the only room. Because 

of the permafrost, they were merely placed 

on the ground, which was mostly small rocks 

with a little grass here and there. It was cold, 

with skim ice on standing water most 

mornings. 

The camp was pretty simple because it was 

useless other than for those two weeks. 

Before and after the river looked great, but 

there were no fish. 

There were no guides. Frankly they would 

have been unnecessary. This was strictly 

casting downstream on a 45 degree angle 

and letting it swing. The char were not 

fastidious feeders, although a pink and white 

marabou seemed to be most attractive. 

The fish, like other chars, do not jump. They 

are strong and run with the current, and do 

not want to come in. A double handed rod is 

the right medicine.  This is not to get added 

length on the cast, but rather that a single 

handed rod would quickly kill a wrist, and 

bring things to a one or two fish day. With 

the two handed rod, enough leverage can be 

applied to play the fish, but not wreck the 

wrist. 

The fish are good sized, pretty much all 

above 24 inches. My best was about 35 

inches. The best in camp were 40 inches. 

That is a lot of fish. 

They were all more or less battleship gray, 

which is probably the right camouflage for 

the estuary where they spend the previous 

few weeks pigging out. 

Some days there were snow flurries. One day 

we had quite a storm. The wind got up to 

105 miles per hour (as measured at the North 

American Aerospace Defense Command 
Dew Line facility about 50 miles away). Our 

cabin scooted about 5 feet (since it wasn’t 

tied down) and the outhouse blew over. 

There was very limited water in the camp. 

As indicated, this was pretty spartan. The 

camp was owned by an Inuit couple but run 

by a Swede who lived in Calgary. There was 

not a lot of bragging about the chef. While 

the food was adequate, especially if the main 

aim was catching fish, it certainly was not 

memorable, although with a few exceptions. 

While catch and release was the mantra, it 

was generally agreed that a bleeder should 

be killed. That in turn led to celestial sushi 

most nights. The flesh was blood red, and 

lived up to the reputation as being the best 

tasting salmonid. However, we also had 

some muskox and some broiled char – both 

were excellent. 

While the first day or two were a bit slow, 

because the weather was a problem and the 

fish hadn’t gotten there in numbers, things 

picked up. My last day I got 28 with constant 

activity. 

Some of the non-fishing aspects of the place 

were also quite interesting. At one point I 

had to make room for a grumpy male 

muskox. They look positively Pleistocene, 

and nothing I wanted to contest with my fly 

rod, even if it was double handed. The lake, 

which fed the river, also had lake trout in it. 

From time to time an unlucky one would 

drift down into the river. They weren’t 

strong enough to fight the current and 

eventually would get swept down to the 

estuary where they would die due to saline 

intolerance. I’m guessing the camp had some 

resident mice, because we had a resident 

weasel. Arctic foxes were plentiful and not 

particularly concerned about our presence. 

They came quite close, within 20 yards or so 

if they thought there was something good to 

eat. While I saw a lot of droppings, I didn’t 

see any snowshoe rabbits, which apparently 

were pretty plentiful. While there were polar 

bears both north and south, for whatever 

reason they weren’t there, which did give 

some comfort. 

The 9 anglers came from many places. 2 

Germans, a Russian and an Italian rounded 

out the 9 which was the capacity. 

One of the others had been to a widely 

advertised camp on the mainland the 

previous summer. He said they had a 

fabulous chef and the camp was open all 

summer long. He caught two char in the 

week. That camp widely shows a photo of a 

happy angler cradling a big char in bright red 

spawning colors. The angler is wearing a tee 

shirt. The char change into spawning colors 

in October. So much for Photoshop. While I 

don’t feel the need to go back, I’m glad I 

went. Catching a lot of big char is fun. 

Fishing the High Arctic 

https://www.delawareriverkeeper.org/watershed-congress-along-schuylkill-river
https://www.delawareriverkeeper.org/watershed-congress-along-schuylkill-river
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VFTU On-the-Stream Activities Update 

Lancaster, PA—March 7 & 8 

Saturday: 9am – 5:30pm    
Sunday: 9am – 4:30pm 

Lancaster County Convention Center 
3 East Vine Street 

Lancaster, PA 17602 

Bringing Back the Brookies to 
Chester County 

On December 8th, 20 VFTU chapter mem-

bers planted 5000 brook trout eggs in spring 

tributaries of Pickering and West Valley 

Creeks. These two sites were selected for 

their cold springs that feed into the main 

stems of both Pickering and West Valley. 

Brook trout need clean, cold water and good 

habitat. This pilot study was undertaken to 

assess the feasibility of undertaking the goal 

of restoring our native brook trout to more 

streams in Chester County. Our preliminary 

assessments have spotted brook trout fry, 

which is good news. We will continue to 

monitor the progress of brook trout devel-

opment in the coming months and keep you 

posted on our progress. 

Macroinvertebrate Study Work-
shop in Valley Creek 
April 18th—10am-2pm 
Location: Ecology Park, East 
Whiteland Township 

VFTU Chapter members are invited to at-

tend our first macroinvertebrate assessment 

of Valley Creek at Ecology Park in East 

Whiteland Township. This is part of our 

stream monitoring efforts surrounding the 

development of the former Knickerbocker 

Landfill. We will be working along-side 

Stroud Water Research Center representa-

tives to learn how to collect macroinverte-

brates and identify them. What a great way 

to learn about the health of Valley Creek. 

Reserve your space now. 

Valley Creek Stream Restoration 

In the early 2000's, VFTU chapter members 

installed a water jack in Valley Creek in the 

vicinity of Church Rd and Yellow Springs 

Rd. A water jack is a pool-digging device, 

meant to create and maintain a pool on the 

downstream side of the device. Over the 

years there has been significant deteriora-

tion of the structure to the point that it is not 

serving its purpose. We are in the process of 

gathering the necessary wood structure, 

rock and accessories to restore the water 

jack. We are planning to do the restoration 

in April, after the spawning season is over. 

We will most likely need about 20 VFTU 

chapter members to complete the project. 

Let us know if you are interested in being a 

part of this important restoration project to 

Valley Creek. 

 

 

(Continued on page 7) 

Volunteers on Valley Creek 

Brook Trout Eggs Ready for Planting 
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For Sale! 

Leaders with 
Tippet Rings 

already attached! 
All you have to do is add your tippet. 

Leaders last longer and no need to tie 

blood knots, so you save time and money. 

Available in 7 ½ and 9 ft. Lengths 

Tapered to 3X or 5X 

1 for $3.50, 2 for $6.00 

shipping included 

To order, contact  Charlie Griffen at  

c.griffenod @ verizon.net 

All proceeds go to VFTU 

Stream Monitoring in Pickering 
and Valley Creeks 

We have recently installed our first Stroud 

Mayfly Stream Sensor in Valley Creek in the 

Ecology Park in East Whiteland Township. 

This is the first of two sensors that will be 

installed to monitor the effects of the upcom-

ing development of the Knickerbocker Land-

fill. We are currently collecting temperature, 

turbidity, conductivity and water depth for 

this important and ongoing project. In addi-

tion, we have installed temperature loggers 

in Pickering Creek at Historic Yellow 

Springs to assess whether the cold springs 

surfacing in the area could support our native 

brook trout in the summer months. We have 

a small team of Chapter members that are 

committed to maintaining the logger and 

doing the necessary QC to make sure that the 

integrity of the data is maintained.  This is a 

great opportunity to be a part of the VFTU 

Stream Team, have some fun and learn about 

stream ecology.  Please let us know if you 

would like to be involved. 

All of these activities are directed to the fish 

we love, the streams we hope to improve and 

other stream areas we endeavor to protect 

from development. It is a great opportunity 

to learn new stream restoration skills, gain 

an understanding of the science of stream 

monitoring and help restore our native brook 

trout to more streams in Chester County. 

If you are interested in participating and be-

coming a part of the VFTU Stream Team, 

please contact al@yellowspringsfarm.com 

(Continued from page 6) 

VFTU On-the-Stream Activities Update 

 

5716 Kennett Pike, Suite D 
Centerville, DE 19807 

Hours: Tue thru Friday 10 am-7pm 

Saturday 10 am-5 pm 

Phone: 302-654-6515 
Mobile: 302-743-0966 
Fax: 302-654-6533 

Email: AMHeadflyfisher@AOL.com 

Website: www.amarbleheadflyfisher.com 

Terry Peach 

A Marblehead Flyfisher 

Please 
Patronize 

Our 
Advertisers 

Their generous 

donations and 

discounts make 

our raffles 

possible. 

Thanks! 

VFTU 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To Be Connected! 
You should be getting emails from TU National and from Valley Forge Trout Unlimited. 

We need your help. At this time, of our 850 Chapter Members, we are only reaching 

about 125 people when we send out our monthly email notices of chapter activities. What 

that tells us is that our email database needs to be updated so that it better reflects our 

membership and so that we can do a better job of communicating our activities beyond 

our quarterly newsletter BankNotes, website and social media. 

PLEASE HELP UPDATE OUR EMAIL LIST — SEND A NOTE TO: 

al@yellowspringsfarm.com 

Mayfly Stream Sensor 
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By Mary Kuss 

I’ve never been fishing in Alaska, or 

anywhere in the native range of the King 

Salmon (Oncorhynchus tshawytscha). And 

unless I hit a big lottery jackpot I am 

unlikely to do so. However, my home near 

Philadelphia is about a five-hour drive from 

Pulaski, New York, which is arguably the 

King Salmon capital of the eastern United 

States. And by the way, the name of this 

town is pronounced to rhyme with “sky,” not 

“ski.” I have no idea why.  

Pulaski’s economy revolves around the 

Salmon River, and the many fishing tourists 

who flock there in pursuit of the King 

Salmon, Coho Salmon, and Steelhead that 

come into the river from Lake Ontario each 

autumn on their annual spawning runs. In 

most years, the salmon run begins by early-

September and ends in November. Steelhead 

enter the river throughout the fall and winter, 

heading back to the lake in early-May when 

water temperatures rise. There have been 

attempts, with limited success so far, to 

extend the fishing season by introducing 

Skamania-strain Steelhead, which are a 

summer-run fish, and Atlantic Salmon. 

Technically, the Atlantics would be a re-

introduction, since it was their historic 

presence that gave the Salmon River its 

name. Atlantic Salmon were once very 

abundant in Lake Ontario and its tributaries. 

One fisherman caught 400 salmon in one 

night in the Salmon River; these fish 

averaged about 15 pounds. Similarly, 2000 

were speared in one night in Pulaski, and 

3600 salmon were caught in one night by 

twelve skiffs fishing in the Salmon River. In 

1860, salmon were so abundant that farmers 

used pitchforks to toss fish up on the banks 

of the Seneca River at Baldwinsville. By 

1898 this incredibly valuable resource was 

gone, lost to the effects of over-fishing, 

agricultural practices, construction of dams, 

deforestation and pollution. 

Various human-generated impacts on this 

ecosystem continued, as they do to the 

present day. However, The Big One was the 

opening of the Great Lakes, via the Welland 

Canal and St. Lawrence Seaway, to several 

invasive species. The most significant was 

the Alewife Herring.  

By the mid-1960’s, the Alewife population 

had increased to the point that, incredibly, 

they comprised 90-percent of the biomass in 

the Great Lakes. They began dying en masse 

and washing up along the beaches. Shoreline 

communities in some cases had to scoop up 

truckloads of stinking dead fish and haul 

them away to landfills. Something had to be 

done. 

Previous attempts to re-establish Atlantic 

Salmon in the Great Lakes, as well as several 

species of Pacific Salmon, had largely failed. 

However, the 1960’s introduction of King 

and Coho Salmon, in an attempt to control 

the over-abundant Alewife population, was 

spectacularly successful. The resulting sport 

fishery was considered a bonus.  

However, it’s a bit of a stretch to call this 

“sport” fishing. Fishery managers had 

decided that since the Pacific Salmon would 

not eat anything once they entered tributaries 

to spawn, and were doomed to die anyway, 

why not let people collect them by any 

means possible, including snagging. It 

became very popular to sling heavily-

weighted, giant treble hooks into areas where 

the salmon congregated and yank these 

hooks through the water in hopes of hitting a 

fish. 

After a number of years of this, a few anglers 

began fair-hooking the salmon on lures and 

even flies. It became apparent that it was 

possible to catch them by traditional angling 

methods. A movement to ban snagging grew 

and ultimately succeeded. The established 

culture of snagging, however, has been very 

slow to die out. There’s another somewhat 

more subtle method, still of questionable 

ethics, called “lifting.” Here an angler 

intentionally drifts his fly or bait into the 

mouth of a fish lying on the bottom, then 

makes a hook set. Rules against it are hard to 

enforce, since proving it is so difficult. 

When I first became aware of the Salmon 

River fishery, the conventional wisdom was 

that the salmon fishing on the river was a 

low-brow circus, best avoided by fly fishers. 

I heard all the horror stories about elbow to 

elbow crowds, the snagging, and guys 

dragging along the ground stringers of fish 

too heavy to carry, including some whose 

flesh had already started its post-spawning 

breakdown. Yuck! Better to wait until 

November and go up for the Steelhead run. 

There was less fishing pressure, cleaner, 

nicer fish and a “better” element of anglers 

involved. When I eventually started 

sampling the Salmon River fishery for 

myself I did not question this approach, 

which seemed eminently reasonable. 

I would probably never have done anything 

else if not for my good TU buddy Jamie. He 

and his wife had purchased a run-down old 

farmhouse in the Pulaski area and poured 

countless dollars and hours into lovingly 

restoring it as a well-appointed fishing lodge. 

Jamie kept inviting me up, and although it 

was by no means intentional I somehow 

never got around to going. One day our 

mutual friend Ralph said to me, “You should 

really take Jamie up on his offer.” I took that 

to mean that perhaps Jamie’s feelings were 

hurt that I hadn’t, so I decided I’d better 

make it work. 

We went up for Steelhead and for lake-run 

Smallmouth Bass, and it was wonderful. But 

Jamie kept trying to convince us to come up 

for the salmon run. I resisted, partially 

because of the reputation and also because I 

knew these fish were tackle-busters. Jamie 

himself had broken several fly rods on them. 

I decided I’d need at least a 9-weight outfit, 

or better yet a 10-wt. I didn’t own anything 

heavier than an 8-weight and really didn’t 

want to invest in it. The only thing that led 

me to finally give in was that I could see a 

secondary use for the extra-heavy outfit. I’d 

been thinking about trying for Muskellunge 

at a lake near home, and the beefy rod would 

be needed to cast flies bigger than many of 

the fish I normally catch. I bought the 10-wt.   

The first year we went up in mid-October. 

I’d filled a couple of boxes with flies 

suggested by an Alaskan guide friend of 

mine, who admitted she knew little about the 

Great Lakes fishery. King Salmon porpoised 

and rolled and leaped all around us, and we 

couldn’t catch one to save ourselves. My 

friend Cid and I foul-hooked (we think) one 

salmon each in three days of fishing. None 

were landed.  

The second year I decided to get cute and try 

to time the run. I was convinced we’d gone 

up too late the year before. So, as planned, 

we arrived in early-September only to find 

stinking hot weather. Worse, the salmon 

were still out in the lake and had not yet 

come up the river. It was grim. 

(Continued on page 9) 

The Kings and I 
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The Kings and I 

This year, on September 24-27, we finally 

hit it right. The third try was the charm. The 

fish were in, abundantly, and hitting. I’d 

also done enough research to figure out that 

what it took to catch Kings in the Great 

Lakes tributaries was much more like 

Steelhead fishing than Salmon fishing in 

Alaska. I can not tell you how many Kings I 

hooked, some unintentionally fouled but a 

good many legitimately hooked in the 

mouth. I landed only two. 

Both of the Kings I landed were taken on 

Steelhead egg patterns. The larger of them, 

which measured 38 inches and was 

estimated to weigh around 24 pounds or so, 

took a fly consisting of a chartreuse sparkle 

chenille body and a sparse wing of white 

Glo-Bug Yarn on a size 10 Mustad 3906 wet 

fly hook. He was neatly hooked in the right 

upper jaw, about half way between the nose 

and the scissors. Somehow I kept him on 

through a fight of about 20 minutes, and 

played him to the bank. After a few photos, 

being careful to keep his head submerged 

throughout the process, he swam off 

strongly once I steered him out into deeper 

water, with no reviving needed.   

Any fish that is known to be fouled is 

immediately broken off. Most everyone 

does this, and it results in many fish carrying 

around several trophy flies marking their run

-ins with anglers. Even so, breaking off still 

seems like a better option than trying to 

bring a powerful, 20-plus-pound foul-

hooked fish to hand for hook removal. I 

cleaned all the flies off the two I landed 

before sending them on their way. 

The power of these fish is breathtaking, 

almost frightening. When one starts running, 

all you can do is hold on. You are not going 

to stop it, and most of the time you’re not 

going to turn it. I lost many fish because 

they ran hell-bent-for-election upstream or 

down into a shallow riffle and the tippet was 

sawed over the rocks until it parted.  

The demands of fighting them are tough on 

tackle, even short of breaking a rod. The 

locking ring on my reel seat kept vibrating 

loose, and at one point the spool fell off my 

reel and the drag bearing dropped out. And 

this was “top-shelf” equipment. Thank 

heaven the reel came apart right after 

landing my biggest fish, and not during the 

fight. All the pieces were recovered, 

reassembled, and resumed working 

properly.    

No matter how you try to dress it up, this is 

still not pretty fishing. Even on the privately 

controlled, fee-fishing water where Jamie 

has a season pass and where we were his 

guests, you see people dragging stringers of 

fish back up the hill to their cars. I don’t 

know why anyone does this. The flesh of 

these fish bears no resemblance whatsoever 

to that of the familiar sea-run salmon of the 

fish market or restaurant. Jamie once paid to 

have a couple of Salmon River fish smoked, 

and says they were so bad he had to throw 

them out.  

And so I have had my encounter with The 

Kings. I’m not sorry I did it, and will 

probably do it again if only to get another 

use or two out of that 10-weight rod outfit. 

It’s just a different flavor of fishing, among 

many. I enjoy as many of them as I can, 

even if some of them are a bit of an acquired 

taste. 

(Continued from page 8) 

By J.F. Pirro | August 22, 2019  

Reprinted by permission of The Hunt Magazine 

Valley Forge Trout Unlimited 

works to maintain the region’s 

creeks and tributaries 

Owen Owens lives near a small Brandywine 
River tributary called Bennett’s Run that’s 
known for its vibrant population of 
stoneflies, mayflies and caddisflies. 
Avondale’s Stroud Water Research Center 
classifies the stream a 15 out of 20, one of 
the highest such rankings in southeastern 
Pennsylvania. Few people know this other 
than Owens, who’s a board member, founder 
and past president of Valley Forge Trout 
Unlimited. 

The creek runs through Kennett Square’s 
Kendal-Crosslands Communities, where 
Owens lives. Last summer, the continuing-
care facility used portions of a donation from 
a deceased former resident to remove 
invasive plants from its 600-plus feet. Then, 
this past fall, VFTU members joined 
residents and staff to plant 300 native trees 
and shrubs.  

It’s the sort of thing VFTU has been quietly 
doing to protect the region’s cold-water 
resources since 1976, all in the name of 
conservation—and fly fishing. All of its work 
is accomplished with an annual budget of 
less than $50,000. “We’re conservationists 
who love to fish—we’re not fishermen who 
like to do conservation on the side,” says 
VFTU president Pete Hughes, who lives in 
Chester Springs.  

After 12 years, the local chapter’s aggressive 
involvement has led to a crucial settlement 
agreement between the Pennsylvania 
Department of Environmental Protection, the 
National Parks Conservation Association and 
the Pennsylvania Turnpike Commission. The 
latter will now have to alter its storm-water 
management plans for the road-widening 
project from Route 29 to the Valley Forge 
turnpike interchange. “We were accused of 
holding up plans for six years,” says Pete 
Goodman, VFTU’s environmental chair, who 
also heads the Environmental Advisory 
Council for Charlestown Township near 
Phoenixville. “There were some long, ugly 
talks. If they’d done it right, they wouldn’t 

have had us telling them about everything 
they did wrong.”  

For Trout Unlimited members nationwide, 
clean water is always the top priority. “If I 
had to make a Top 10 list, it would be all 
10,” says Goodman, who lives in Malvern. 
“Like one of our founders once said, ‘If you 
take care of the water, the fish will take care 
of themselves.’”  

Chester County is the chapter’s primary 
scope, though it also dips into sections of 
Montgomery and Delaware counties. It has 
800 members, with a focus on protecting 10 
wild and stocked trout watersheds. Storm-
water runoff is a problem that becomes 
exponential in rapidly developing counties—
especially with the more frequent and severe 
storms of late. The runoff introduces thermal 
loads to streams, eroding their banks and 
heating their waters to unsafe levels for trout 
survival. Goodman makes it sound simple: 
The land is a sponge, but if 40 percent of a 
township’s land is impervious surface, 60 
percent of it has to do 100 percent of the 
absorption.  

(Continued on page 10) 

In Chester County, a Fly Fishing Community Focuses on Conservation 

Angling may be said to be so like the 
mathematics that it can never be 

fully learned.  Izaak Walton 

https://stroudcenter.org
http://www.valleyforgetu.org
http://www.valleyforgetu.org
https://www.dep.pa.gov/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.dep.pa.gov/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.npca.org
https://www.paturnpike.com
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Sorcerer’s Apprentices 

Now that the holidays are blessedly over, 

our three Project Healing Waters Fly 

Fishing (PHWFF) programs, Coatesville 

Veterans Affairs 

Medical Center 

(CVAMC), West 

Bradford (WB), and 

Royersford (Rofo), 

are back to our 

session a week 

schedule. Tying, rod 

building, and a 

smidgen of indoor 

casting round out our 

activities while we 

await the festivities 

of Spring. 

I’ve been talking up our Trout Show, and 

one of our posters is taped to the tool 

cabinet at the WB firehouse so no one 

forgets. I’ve also told them of our annual 

flytying meeting in February, and several 

volunteers will be among the tying. Three 

of our volunteers, Matt Seymour, Ted 

Nawalinski, and Karen DelRaso showed up 

to check out, and photograph Al Renzi’s 

brook trout egg planting in tributaries to 

Pickering and West Valley Creeks. I think 

that this could be the kind of project that 

our vets could be a big part of. It is a shame 

that we don’t really have any low impact 

types of streamside work, like planting 

cuttings, or maybe light pruning, to get our 

guys involved in. 

I’ve been talking to the gang at WB about 

putting together small packets of their own 

flies for bucket raffle prizes, much like the 

ones that I bring. Who knows, maybe 

someday you can own an original Jason 

Scrafford or Dave Riggio… Actually, I’d 

like to see some of my apprentices fill in 

some of the holes developing in Jim 

Lowe’s bequest. 

Rofo Program Lead Thad Nowakowski 

went waterfowl hunting in Texas this 

January, so we have been promised the 

wings and any barred feathers from his 

victims to distribute to the programs. Last 

year’s haul included greenwing teal, a 

shoveler, some gadwalls, and some 

bluebills, or scaup. The male greater scaup 

has some really interesting barred wing 

coverts that are sized and marked just right 

for soft hackles and nymphs. While I’m on 

feathers, what we could really use is some 

of those starling corpses that nativist birders 

routinely slay for raiding their feeders. 

The programs are awaiting kits for the rod 

building competition. Ken Leung is lead 

rod builder at Rofo, Barry Hines at WB, 

and Jack McFadden at CVAMC, with the 

assistance of Ed Penry and Charlie Green. 

Due to renovation work on building 5 that 

will likely last for several years, our 

CVAMC sessions will be held in building 

138. I think that this is the same building 

that Matt Seymour and I did a program 

demo as a favor, several years ago. Looking 

to be Civil War era, our audience slept 

through the whole thing. I’m glad that we 

get to ours long before they reach this 

stage. Building 138 is on the right side of 

Blackhorse Hill Road, just after you leave 

Reeceville Rd. 

On January 22, we will meet our VA vets at 

Orvis Downingtown for a modified Orvis 

101 class, followed by dinner at the Olive 

Garden. 

As always, our three program’s sessions are 

open to visitors, we won’t put you to work, 

and you might get an inkling as to what 

goes on to keep this many volunteers so 

committed. 

P.S. Recently PHWFF CEO and President 

Todd Desgrosseilliers posted on Facebook 

about the look on a vet’s face when they 

catch their first trout on a fly that they tied 

themselves. Of course I had to comment 

that if you think that is great, wait until they 

catch one under a willow that they planted, 

and that can last over 25 years, long after 

that fly went away… 

Jim Clark 

Project Healing Waters Fly Fishing 

Owen Owens, a member of Valley Forge 
Trout Unlimited, fishing at Bennett’s Run in 
Kennett Square. 

There’s also been a notable increase in 
salinity, a direct result of winter road salt 
runoff. As yet, that’s a battle VFTU isn’t 
sure how to wage. “Rain is good,” Hughes 
says. “We like to have rain, but we don’t 
like to have water run off impervious 
surfaces. There are too many townships and 
developers who don’t do their work, and that 
criticism extends to governmental agencies 
like the Pennsylvania Turnpike Commission 

Hughes is a former business consultant and 
Goodman is a retired operations specialist at 
a family-owned elevator corporation. The 
worst part of their work may well be 
attending mind-numbing township meetings. 
“Some townships change their stripes; some 
recognize the need to come to us,” says 
Goodman. 

 

Developers typically aren’t big fans of 
VFTU. Brian O’Neill paid the price for his 
Worthington Steel property in East 
Whiteland Township, where a VFTU-
prompted stream investigation resulted in a 
$9 million reconstruction job. “Developers 
don’t like us,” Hughes says. “We cost them 
money. 

VFTU is also there when human error 
erodes the natural world. Between 2009 and 
2018, enough chlorinated water spilled from 
fire-suppressant lines to cause significant 
local fish kills in Chester County’s Little 
Valley and Valley creeks. “When 
chlorinated water hits streams and the 
chlorination hits fishes’ gills, they die,” 
Hughes says. “They can’t breathe.” 

VFTU has numerous educational and service 
partnerships and hosts of annual events like 
spring cleanups, a fly fishing school, a trout 
show and a group fishing trip to the Little 
Juniata River. At the Church Farm School in 
Exton, students clean and repair streams, 
 and there are plans to bring trout into the 

classrooms. Administered nationwide 
through the Veterans Administration, Project 
Healing Waters introduces fly-fishing to vets 
and active-duty military personnel 
recovering from PTSD. VFTU sponsors 
Healing Waters programs in Coatesville, 
West Bradford Township and Royersford. 
“We get as much out of the programs as we 
give,” Hughes says.  

Valley Creek is a shining example of why 
VFTU’s work is so essential. “It’s 
remarkable that a stream is this productive 
so close to a major metropolitan area and in 
such a rapidly developing county,” 
Goodman says.  

A limestone bed makes Valley Creek 
unique, its natural habitat fed by springs that 
keep it cool. “Valley Creek is a miracle of 
sorts, but only because VFTU’s eyes and 
ears are always open,” says Hughes. 
“Without us, we’d all be fishing carp in 
warm weather. You’d have to travel a long 
way to find a good stream. 

(Continued from page 9) 

In Chester County, a Fly Fishing Community Focuses on Conservation 

https://www.gocfs.net
https://www.va.gov
https://projecthealingwaters.org
https://projecthealingwaters.org
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hosted by 

VALLEY FORGE TROUT UNLIMITED 
The Fly Fishing School will be held on 

Sunday, May 17 
at CCWA—Paradise Farm Camps 

1300 Valley Creek Rd, Downingtown, PA 19335  

A full day of instruction on fly casting, fly fishing techniques, entomology, knots, 

fly fishing for trout (PA license & trout stamp required), plus three meals are included. 

Questions?  Call John Dettrey at (610) 220-9147 

The school can accommodate approximately 30 students. Please register early as slots fill up fast!!! 

Note: Fly Fishing School attendees acknowledge that they may appear in photographs taken during the VFTU Fly Fishing School.  Please indicate your con-

sent for Valley Forge Trout Unlimited (VFTU) to use photos containing your image in future promotions for the Fly Fishing School and other VFTU activities. 

□ I grant consent for photographs of me and/or my family to be used in VFTU publications. 

□ I do not grant consent for photographs of me and/or my family to be used in VFTU publications. 

Signature _____________________________________________________  

Name  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

Phone ( ______ ) ____________ -  ________________  Email  _______________________________________________________________________________  

Address __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

City  _______________________________________________________________________________ State ____________ Zip Code ____________________  

Make check payable to VFTU and mail application to: 

VFTU FFS 
P.O.  Box 1356 
West Chester, PA  19380 

Number of adults @ $75 each ____________ 

Number of children @ $30 each 

(must be accompanied by a paying adult) 

____________ 

Total Amount Enclosed ____________ 

(Refunds made only if cancellation is received before May 1) 

Name  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

Phone ( ______ ) ____________ -  ________________  Email  _______________________________________________________________________________  

Address __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

City  _______________________________________________________________________________ State ____________ Zip Code ____________________  

Name  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

Phone ( ______ ) ____________ -  ________________  Email  _______________________________________________________________________________  

Address __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

City  _______________________________________________________________________________ State ____________ Zip Code ____________________  

Names, addresses and phone numbers must be provided for all persons being enrolled.  Use additional sheet of paper if necessary. 
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2nd Thursday 
VFTU General Meeting  
 7:30 pm, Chester Valley Grange, 3285 Phoenixville Pike, Malvern, PA 19355 
 September through May (except no March meeting) 

3rd Wednesday 
Valley Creek Restoration Partnership 
 10 am - noon, Tredyffrin Township Community Meeting Room 

2nd, 3rd & 4th Monday 
Project Healing Waters Fly Fishing – Royersford 
 6:30 - 8:30 pm, Royersford VFW  

Every Monday 
Project Healing Waters Fly Fishing – Community Program 
 6 pm, West Bradford Fire Hall 

Every Wednesday 
Project Healing Waters Fly Fishing – CVAMC Program 
 6 - 8 pm, Coatesville Veterans Administration Medical Center 

March 7 & 8 

Fly Fishing Show  
Saturday: 9am – 5:30 pm   Sunday: 9 am – 4:30 pm 
Lancaster County Convention Center 
3 East Vine Street  
Lancaster, PA 17602  

March 28 
VFTU Trout Show—Doors open at 1:00 pm 
Lionville Middle School 
550 W Uwchlan Ave, Exton, PA 19341 

April 4 

Regional opening day of trout season 
Regional Opening Day Counties: All waters in Adams, Berks, Bucks, Chester, Cumberland, Dauphin, 
Delaware, Franklin, Juniata, Lancaster, Lebanon, Lehigh, Montgomery, Northampton, Perry,  
Philadelphia, Schuylkill and York counties  

April 16 
Fly Fishing Film Tour 
Colonial Theater 
227 Bridge St, Phoenixville, PA 19460 

April 18 Statewide opening day of trout season  

May 17 VFTU Fly Fishing School 

May 28—30 VFTU 5th Annual Little Juniata Spring Trip 

 

Calendar of Events 

If you see a spill or fish kill, call any of your officers or board 
members (see the inside back cover of BankNotes) and report 
directly to the following: 

Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission 
Illegal Fishing, Poaching , Disturbance of a Waterway,  
Fish Kills or Illegal Dumping 
Our local WCO, Bob Bonney, has requested emergencies be 
reported immediately to him via his cell phone: (610) 637-6398 
and to the  
Southeast Region of the PA F&BC at (717) 626-0228 
(8:00 AM – 4:00 PM weekdays)  

Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection 
Fish Kills , Illegal Dumping:, Water Quality or Pollution 
Emergencies should be reported immediately by telephone to the 
Southeast Regional Office at (484) 250-5900  
(24 hours a day, 7 days a week) 

Chester County Conservation District 
Erosion and Sedimentation Issues 
(610) 925-4920 

Chester County Health Department 
Well and Septic Issues 
(610) 344-6225 

Doors open at 1:00 pm 

Lionville Middle School     550 W Uwchlan Ave, Exton, PA 19341 



 

 

 

YES! Please begin my one-year membership in Trout Unlimited. I under-
stand my dues payment entitles me to all regular membership benefits 
including a personal membership card and quarterly issues of Trout 
magazine. VFTU members also receive our quarterly newsletter Bank-
Notes. 

Name __________________________________________________________________  

Address ________________________________________________________________  

 ________________________________________________________________________  

City ___________________________________________________________________  

State ________  Zip  _____________ 

Phone _________ -  _________ - ______________________ 

*Email _________________________________________________________________ 

*Trout Unlimited does not make email addresses available to outside parties, for 
any reason, ever. By providing your email address you help us reduce mailing and 
printing costs, which in turn helps the environment. 

Trout Unlimited is incorporated as a 501(C)3 non-profit, educational, charitable 
organization, and all monetary and property donations are tax deductible to the 
extent allowed by law.  
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Please select membership category: 

□ Regular $35 □ Family $55 

For other membership categories, visit the 
Trout Unlimited website at www.tu.org 

Payment enclosed: $ ________________  
Make checks payable to Trout Unlimited 

Pay by credit card: 

Account Number:_______________________________________  

Name on Card: _________________________________________  

Expiration Date:_______/__________ 

Signature: ______________________________________________  

 Enclosed is my employer’s matching contribution gift form. This is in 

addition to my membership application and payment. 

To ensure correct New Member Rebate, the VFTU chapter number is: 

 

The Valley Forge Chapter of Trout Unlimited is dedicated to preserving, protecting, and 

restoring trout habitat throughout Chester County, Pennsylvania. 

Its 800+ members and affiliates are engaged in the fight to preserve our precious 

coldwater resources. All similarly inclined persons are invited to join.  

VFTU  

General Meetings 

Chester Valley Grange 
#1496 

3285 Phoenixville Pike 

Malvern, PA 19355 

General Meetings held 

the second Thursday 

of each month 

7:30 PM 
September through May 

NOTE: No General Meeting in March 

The Grange is located just west 
of the PA Turnpike crossing on 

Phoenixville Pike 

Longitude 75.5410071 West 

Latitude 40.0765783 North 

Look for the Valley Forge Trout 
Unlimited booth at this year’s 
Lancaster Fly Fishing Show on 
March 7th and 8th. Be sure to 
stop by and take a chance to 
win an Orvis fly box filled with 
166 flies tied by Jim Clark!  


