R

obert J. Romano, Jr. is the
author of the Rangeley Lakes
series of novels: North of Easie,
West of Rangeley, and Brook
Trout Blues. North of Easie won
second place in the 2010 Outdoor
Writer’s Best Book Contest. The
tenth-anniversary edition of
Shadows in the Stream, Bob’s
book of essays about fly fishing in
the Rangeley Lakes Region, was
released earlier this year.
Romano’s essays and short stories
have appeared in various anthologies, including Christmas in the
Wild, Fresh Fiction for Fresh Water Fishing, and Wildbranch: An
Anthology of Nature, Environmental, and Place-Based Writing.

By Pete Hughes

Missing the Point

R

ecently, I posted a comment
about Trout Unlimited on a
popular Pennsylvania fly fishing
website forum. People post messages about all facets of fly fishing on this forum including letting the world know how many
big fish they catch and where
they catch them. I thought this
might be a good place to bang the
drum for TU. My message was
that TU is the nation’s leader in
protecting and restoring our cold
water resources, including most
of the streams and rivers discussed by fishermen in this forum

He writes articles for various
magazines and newspapers and
does his best to keep up with his
blog:
forgottentrout.wordpress.com.
Most years, Romano can be found
at the Anglers Bookstore, which
has a booth at the Fly Fishing
Show during its three-day event
each January in Marlboro, Massachusetts, Somerset, New Jersey,
and Lancaster, Pennsylvania
where he enjoys signing books
and speaking with his readers.
magalloway@mac.com
www.forgottentrout.com
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– their favorite waters. I went on
to suggest that TU could do even
more to help these waters if more
members got involved with their
local TU chapters.
Following advice from others, the
message was kept intentionally
upbeat and positive and not
preachy. And, the strong majority of responses were positive and
supportive. Some folks mentioned similar participation issues with other volunteer groups,
and others had suggestions for
improvement. These suggestions
mainly referred to better communications and timely
(Continued on page 3)

Trout Show
Great Valley High School
Saturday March 18, 2017
Featuring Bob Romano
Doors open at 1:00
Spring Fishing Trip
Little Juniata
April 28–30
Fly Fishing Show
in Lancaster March 4 & 5

I

was told a long
time ago and
have found it to be
true that, if we take
care of the water
the fish will take
care of themselves.
So how do we do
that? What are the
threats? What are
Pete Goodman
the fixes? Where do
I go to learn?

Schuylkill River Heritage Area
grant program, two Growing
Greener grants and the remainder of the funds being made up
by Valley Creek Trustee Council.
These projects are finally expected to be completed in 2017.

Environmental Education

The first is for the restoration of
Wilson Run and its riparian buffer. We were contacted by Gilmore and Associates who was
working for Chesterbrook Parcel
1 to see if we were interested in
partnering with Chesterbrook in
the stream enhancement project.
After some initial discussion, we
determined that this would be a
good project worthy of our support and Gilmore submitted a
grant application in the Chapter’s
name.

One of the best opportunities to
learn about the threats to our water and how to deal with those
threats is the Watershed Congress Along the Schuylkill put on
by the Delaware Riverkeeper Network. This great learning opportunity melds science, policy and
practical applications into one
program that highlights the best
available information and techniques for protecting and restoring watersheds. For more information and registration, go to:
www.delawareriverkeeper.org/
watershed-congress-alongschuylkill-river
VFTU is a sponsor of the Watershed Congress.

Grants, Grants and More Grants
VFTU is moving forward with
three long designed infiltration
projects in the upper Crabby
Creek watershed. The three projects will be installed this year
with Tredyffrin Township managing the bidding and building of
the projects using funding obtained by VFTU from the

2

Two Growing Greener applications of interest were made in the
submission that ended by January 13, 2017.

The other Growing Greener application was in the name of
Open Land Conservancy (OLC)
for the enhancement of an existing storm water infiltration device. We have been working with
OLC on this project for several
years. The project is designed to
take the residential runoff being
discharged into the Airdrie Preserve and add the capacity necessary to manage that runoff. The
project should go a long way to
eliminate the erosion and sediment flushing downhill ultimately to Little Valley Creek. We
wrote a letter of support for the
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Open Land Conservancy’s Growing Greener application.

Keepers of the Stream
Some members of VFTU monitor
stream conditions in all kinds of
weather. A member found dirty
water discharges from a construction site. The Chester County Conservation District was
called and an inspection was
made which resulted in the tightening up of some erosion/
sedimentation controls and also
found a failure due to a sink hole
in a basin. Both have had corrective actions taken to resolve the
issues.
We will be adding a new volunteer to the Keeper of the Stream
program. He will be our first addition in quite some time. We
look forward to Mike Russin
watching over a section of Valley
Creek running through Chesterbrook. Thank you, Mike.

Tredyffrin Township Settlement
Agreement with PA Turnpike
A Commonwealth Court panel
refused to dismiss all of the petition of VFTU, which filed opposing a deal between the turnpike
commission and Tredyffrin Township that the Chapter claims
could place Valley Creek at risk.
See the article titled “Trout vs the
Pa. Turnpike: Court refuses to
kill sportsmen's group's challenge
over turnpike expansion” elsewhere in BankNotes.
(Continued on page 6)
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(Continued from page 1)

notifications. However, there
were a couple of folks who responded in a negative way. The
negative comments also present
opportunities for improvement.
It is unfortunate that some folks
took offense. One guy responded
that only those who regularly
commented on the forum should
advance a volunteer message, if
at all. He followed this comment
with another, claiming that work
and family life precluded his involvement with TU and therefore
was offended by the message, as
though it were directed at him
personally. (I noticed he had
posted well over 300 comments,
so not all his time is dedicated to
work and family). But, that’s OK.
It is more than understandable if
your time is consumed elsewhere.
Most TU volunteers were in the
same boat at some point in their
lives due to career and kids.
Keep in mind, though, that helping out with your local TU chapter or even attending meetings
periodically does not require a
big time commitment.
Another guy completely missed
the point of my message, so much
so that I had to go back and reread my comments to try to understand how this happened.
This guy took the opportunity to
complain that trash receptacles
set up along his favorite midstate stream were overflowing,
and TU had not bothered to remedy the situation. He later commented again that the trash had
still not been cleaned up, despite
his efforts to contact several area
TU chapters. He received a number of strong responses, the best
suggesting that he lead the effort
to clean up the trash and engage
the local TU chapters for help.
His retort? It’s not his job.
(Continued on page 6)
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Valley Forge Trout Unlimited

will be hosting a fishing trip to
one of Pennsylvania's best wild brown trout streams

The Little Juniata!
When:

April 28–30, 2017
Where:

The Edgewater Inn in Alexandria, PA
Located on the banks of the Frankstown branch of
the Juniata, an excellent smallmouth stream and
only minutes from the Little Juniata.
Cost:

$285 based on single occupancy
$195 based on double occupancy
What's included:

2 nights lodging at the Edgewater Inn
2 breakfasts
Friday night dinner
Conversation with Bill Anderson & fly tying
Please be aware that rooms at the Inn are limited and is first come, first serve.
Registration deadline is Feb. 21, 2017, but we may fill up prior to then so don't wait.
Make checks payable to: Valley Forge Trout Unlimited and mail to:

Charlie Griffen
134 Crump Road
Exton, PA 19341
***Please include the name of your roommate if you are sharing a room and include
payment for both of you.

Questions? Contact Charlie at c.griffenod@verizon.net
SPRING 2017
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W

hen faced
with destructive consequences of unmaking creation,
Americans again
and again have
changed their
ways. During the
latter part of the
19th and early 20th centuries,
streams and lakes once filled
with huge brook trout were almost fished out. Americans did
not despair. We passed fish and
game regulations in state legislatures. In Wisconsin where I grew
up, fisherman and hunters helped
wardens catch poachers. Conservation departments were formed
and funded to limit the kill and
rebuild populations of fish and
game animals.
“Ding” Darling, cartoonist, conservative Republican, and key
founder of the national wildlife
refuges, in 1944 wrote:
If I could put together all the virgin
landscapes which I knew in my
youth and show what has happened to them in one generation it
would be the best object lesson in
conservation that could be printed.
..All it takes to be a conservationist
is to have been awake and a wit-

ness to what has happened to all
our continental forests, soils, waters, minerals and wildlife in the
last fifty to seventy-five years and
he’ll be a conservationist from
fright. That’s me.
David L. Lendt, The Life of Jay Norwood
Darling. Mt. Pleasant, SC: Maecenas Pr.,
2001, p. 10.

People who fished learned a hard
lesson. When water was polluted
those who drank it were poisoned, and the fish died.
No fish–no fishing! In the 21st
century, we seem to be trying to
“keep the economy growing” by
once again weakening environmental protection laws and agencies, clearcutting forests, polluting water, pouring carbon into
the air, covering once green land
with road, roofs, and parking lots.
If we use up and trample upon
everything in sight, this time will

we get different results?

When we die we want those who
knew us to say: “She or he left
this world a better place to live.”
We celebrate at Valley Forge National Historical Park the sacrifices of the Revolutionary War
soldiers. The hard jobs that built
this nation paid little or nothing,
and many lost their lives. The
enduring legacy of liberty and
justice for all left to us from those

who founded this republic calls
us to volunteer time, money, and
effort for the good of all.
Dark clouds may threaten to destroy our future, but we live today. This world has beauty and
order. Nature works with us
when we act on Trout Unlimited
goals and preserve Chester County watersheds and forests that
have not yet been despoiled by
thoughtless industrial and housing development. Nature works
with us when we conserve as we
use water, energy, and land. Nature works with us when we restore to health even a tiny tributary.
The future of fishing, and indeed
of this nation, depends on preserving, conserving, and restoring our land and rivers. Despair
says, “It’s hopeless. You are nothing. You can’t do anything. Why
don’t you give up?”
Hope says, “Where there’s life
there’s hope!” Baby trout will
soon hatch from last fall’s spawning in Valley Creek. Give them a
hand--step up to the plate. Get
active in the Valley Forge Chapter of Trout Unlimited. Become a
keeper of your local stream.
(Continued on page 11)

Angling may be said to be so like the mathematics that
it can never be fully learned.
Izaak Walton
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T

he highlight of
the Project
Healing Waters
Coatesville Veterans Affairs Medical
Center (CVAMC)
year was a program fundraiser
held in November
Jim Clark
at the Phoenixville
Country Club. This exceptionally
successful effort was pulled off by
Matt Seymour and Chuck Cutshall, with the assistance of program volunteers, and netted
$9137.41 through ticket sales, donations and silent auctions. This
will keep the program going for
several years.

Show, both in March. Our other
outings usually take place at
CCWA–Paradise Farm Camps,
Chambers Lake, Kurtz Fish
Hatchery and on the East Branch
of Brandywine Creek. The credentialing required to regularly
volunteer at the VA facility is not
required on these off-campus outings, so if you are interested in
coming out to see if this might be
something you would consider
being involved in, check with Jay
Brenneman (WB), or Ken VanGilder (CVAMC) for particulars.
Contact info for these guys is
found in the directory of this
newsletter.

In December, both programs held
holiday parties for participants,
volunteers and guests. Pete
Hughes showed up and introduced himself at the Coatesville
affair, and Pete Goodman came
out to the West Bradford shindig.
Water Conservation Officer
(WCO) Bob Bonney gave his Lake
Erie steelhead presentation at the
West Bradford (WB) party. Nearly 50 patients showed up at the
CVAMC event, food being the
coin of the realm up there, and
hopefully, some will start attending our sessions.

Like a bad dream, I'm sad to report that we have lost another
PHW volunteer since the last issue of Banknotes.

In January, both programs held
steering committee meetings,
CVAMC on the 9th, WB on the
16th. These were mostly about
what we had accomplished in
2016, and where we want to go in
2017. Lots of good stuff is
planned. At WB, rod building is
the major focus right now, with a
secondary effort in fly tying. Barry Hines of the Brandywine Trout
and Conservation Club (BTCC)
does an outstanding job in
providing instruction on the rod
building. Both groups have many
outings and trips planned for the
year, including the Lancaster FlyFishing Show, and our own Trout
WWW.VALLEYFORGETU.ORG

Another Fallen Eagle

he did return. He started attending the WB sessions, and even
came out to help guide at one of
the CVAMC outings at Kurtz's.
Last summer, he and Tom gave a
two-session tutorial on the crafting of leather fly wallets. In my
estimation, the highlight of the
year's sessions, as about eight wallets were finished by volunteers
and participants.
I got a call from Tom on January
15, telling me that Robert had
passed away two days prior. Tom
had visited him about a week before, and during the course of that
visit, he had told Tom how much
he had enjoyed the PHW programs.
Robert, you will be missed.

I met Robert Coffey about five
years ago, when he was a student
at one of our Fly Fishing Schools.
Soft-spoken, with a definite
southern drawl, I likely would
have forgotten him like I have
done with most of the thousand of
other students I’ve crossed paths
with over the past three and a
half decades, save for the fact
that he was a friend of Tom Ames.
Now, Tom and I have been hunting and fishing buddies since
high school, and aside from that
minor fifty-year hiccup, he is usually a pretty good judge of character.
I didn't run into Robert again until the WB group got started in
October 2015 , and found that he
and Tom had both signed on as
volunteers. He was a regular that
first year, and was a keen student
of fly-tying. He missed a couple of
months the next year, and when I
asked Tom about him, I was told
that Robert had been diagnosed
with cancer, and was a little selfconscious about showing up. But
SPRING 2017

5

Missing the Point
That work is for someone else to
tackle. Fortunately, one of the
chapters did commit to take care
of the issue. If you want something done, ask a busy TU volunteer!

information for our members –
street and email addresses as well
as telephone/cell phone numbers.
Please take a moment to go to the
TU website (http://www.tu.org/),
click on My TU and update any
missing or old contact information.

“Pick up the cry.” – Balin/Kantor

Upcoming Events

Getting the Message Out

Please mark your calendars for
these upcoming VFTU events.
These events are important to the
chapter and our efforts to protect
our watershed. They are also a
lot of fun.

(Continued from page 3)

VFTU is exploring ways to better
communicate with members and
our broader community. We
started to update our website
with more changes to come. We
are also sending out welcome letters to new members and we have
started to call folks who recently
joined to find out how we can better understand their expectations
of TU and to infuse excitement
about attending upcoming meetings and events.
In an effort to join the 21st Century and connect with those who
have embraced the mobile world,
we are investigating a mobile app
(application, not appetizer as
someone of my vintage recently
thought). The mobile app will enable us to send out messages to
cell phones and tablets. More and
more folks live on these devices,
particularly those of a younger
demographic.
Communication is a two-way
street, though. That means it is
becoming more important that we
have accurate, up-to-date contact

6

March 4 & 5 – Lancaster Fly Fishing
Show.
VFTU will have a table at this
widely attended event. Lancaster
Convention Center.
March 18 – VFTU Spring Trout Show.
This is our annual event featuring
raffles, prizes and guest presenter, Bob Romano. Great Valley
High School. Doors open at 1 p.m.
April 28-30 – VFTU Spring Fly Fishing
Trip to the Little Juniata.
Look for the announcement with
details in this Banknotes edition.
May 21 – VFTU Fly Fishing School.
This school will once again take
place at CCWA-Paradise Farm
Camps. Look for the announcement with details in this Banknotes edition.
Thanks,
Pete Hughes

SPRING 2017
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Environmental Update

Appeal of the PA Turnpike’s
NPDES Permit for the Widening
in Valley Creek Watershed
The VFTU appeal of the PA
Turnpike’s DEP issued NPDES
Permit is moving through the
discovery phase. The National
Parks Conservation Association
has also joined in the appeal and
is working with VFTU. This is
going to be a long and expensive
process, however, we feel strongly that we have to see this
through to conclusion. The PA
Turnpike must manage their
storm water runoff and not be
allowed to degrade the Exceptional Value stream Valley Creek
nor flood George Washington’s
Headquarters in Valley Forge.

Local Stream Goes Dry
West Valley Creek went dry in
the summer of 2016 due to sink
holes in the quarry section.
Hanson Quarry was very responsive. They plugged the sink
holes only to have more occur
which they also plugged and restored stream flow. The repaired section of stream is a
moon scape of stone with water
running through it. VFTU is involved in investigating how best
to move forward and restore
trout habitat. We are working
with a group of local stakeholders convened by Andy Schaum,
president and CEO of CCWA–
Paradise Farm Camps. Andy is
also a VFTU member. The group
(Continued on page 11)
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Trout vs the Pa. Turnpike: Court refuses to kill sportsmen's group's challenge over turnpike expansion
By Matt Miller
mmiller@pennlive.com
Email the author
Follow on Twitter
on December 20, 2016 at 1:38
PM, updated December 20, 2016
at 1:39 PM
The fish won a small victory
Tuesday in a legal battle over a
proposal to widen part of the
Pennsylvania Turnpike.
It came when a Commonwealth
Court panel refused to dismiss
all of a petition a Trout Unlimited chapter filed opposing a
deal between the turnpike commission and Tredyffrin Township that the sportsmen's group
claims could place two fine fishing streams at risk.

lowed, the turnpike project still
will improve stormwater management controls in the area because no adequate controls are
now in place. Also, the deal
saved the commission and the
township from going head-tohead in court over the stormwater management regulations.
The Valley Forge Chapter of
Trout Unlimited is challenging
the legality of the deal. It claims
the township and the commission don't have the authority to
approve such an agreement.

At issue is an agreement officials of the Chester County municipality approved that allows
the turnpike commission to
override township stormwater
management regulations while
it expands a 6.4-mile stretch of
the turnpike from four lanes to
six.

And, the trout touters contend,
allowing the commission full
control over storm water management for the expansion project could endanger the environmental sanctity of the Valley
Creek and the Trout Creek watersheds. The state Department
of Environmental Protection has
designated Valley Creek as an
"exceptional value watershed,"
Jubelirer noted, while Trout
Creek is deemed an "impaired
waterway."

The rationale for the agreement,
as noted by state Judge Renee
Cohn Jubelirer, is that even if
the township rules aren't fol-

Trout Unlimited challenged the
township/commission agreement
in a petition filed with Commonwealth Court. Although the state

judges dismissed most of that
challenge, they did keep parts of
it intact.
Jubelirer concluded that some
of Trout Unlimited's complaints
about possible environmental
damage are not yet ripe for her
court's review because the turnpike expansion project is still
under review by several agencies and no final plan had been
set. The sportsmen's group
might be able to raise some of
those objections again once a
final plan is on the table, she
said.
A key element of the Trout Unlimited petition that the court
refused to dismiss involves the
group's claim that the agreement skirted public meeting requirements and prevented the
public from having a say in development of the stormwater
management plan for the turnpike work.
Because "it is not free from
doubt" that the township and
commission had the authority to
do that, Trout Unlimited can
continue to press its case in
court on that point, Jubelier
found.

NORTHERN CHESTER COUNTY 2017 PRESEASON & INSEASON STOCKING LIST
Want to have some fun and see where all the trout go when the PA Fish & Boat Commission stocks our local streams?
Come out to lend a hand with the stocking and have a blast.
DATE

WATER

MEETING PLACE

TIME

2/22

FRENCH CREEK - FFOC&R & ALL DHAL’S - Pickering, West Valley & E. Brandywine

RIDGE FIRE CO.

12:00

3/4

FRENCH CREEK (2 Trucks)

WARWICK PARK

12:00

3/7

EAST BRANDYWINE CREEK

GLENMORE FIRE CO.

12:00

3/14

EAST BRANDYWINE. PICKERING & WEST VALLEY CREEKS

RIDGE FIRE CO.

12:00

4/4

FRENCH & PICKERING CREEKS & FRENCH CREEK FFOC&R

RIDGE FIRE CO.

12:00

4/10

EAST BRANDYWINE & W. VALLEY DHAL

GLENMORE FIRE CO.

12:00

4/26

FRENCH CREEK

WARWICK PARK

12:00

5/9

E. BRANDYWINE & PICKERING *East Brandywine & Pickering DHALs*

RIDGE FIRE CO.

12:00

EAST BRANDYWINE DHAL

KERR PARK

12:00

10/11
8
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Recurring items
1st Thursday

VFTU Board Meeting, 7:30 p.m., One-room Schoolhouse, East Bradford Municipal Complex

2nd Thursday

VFTU General Meeting, 7:30 p.m., Chester Valley Grange (September thru May – except no March meeting)

3nd Wednesday

Valley Creek Restoration Partnership meeting, 10 a.m. - noon, Tredyffrin Twp. Community Meeting Room

Every Wednesday

Project Healing Waters Fly Fishing – CVAMC Program, 6 - 8 p.m. at the Coatesville Veterans Administration
Medical Center

1st & 3rd Monday

Project Healing Waters Fly Fishing – Community Program, 6 - p.m. at the West Bradford Fire Hall

Dated items
FEBRUARY
Thursday

2/2

Saturday

2/11

Saturday

2/11

Fly Tying Courses: Experienced & Intermediate being taught by Sam Vigorita of Main Line Fly Tiers
Club – contact Sam at sam@mainlineflytyers.net
Vine Day: OLC Preserve, 9 a.m. - noon – see http://www.openlandconservancy.org/
Fly Tying Contest, Blue Sky Outfitters – see
http://www.skyblueoutfitters.com/Get_Ready_Event.html

MARCH
Sat & Sun

3/4 & 3/5

Saturday

3/11

Saturday

3/11

Saturday

3/18

Lancaster Fly Fishing Show – see http://flyfishingshow.com/lancaster-pa/
Vine Day: OLC Preserve, 9 a.m. - noon – see http://www.openlandconservancy.org/
Watershed Congress Along the Schuylkill River, environmental information sessions – see
http://www.delawareriverkeeper.org/watershed-congress-along-schuylkill-river
2017 VFTU TROUT SHOW – see http://www.valleyforgetu.org/

APRIL
Saturday

4/1

Regional Opening Day of Trout Season

Saturday

4/8

Vine Day: OLC Preserve, 9 a.m. - noon – see http://www.openlandconservancy.org/

Saturday

4/15

Statewide Opening Day of Trout Season

Saturday

4/22

Earth Day

Friday to
Sunday

4/28 – 4/30

VFTU Fishing Trip – Little Juniata – see http://www.valleyforgetu.org/

Terry Peach

A Marblehead Flyfisher
5716 Kennett Pike Suite D
Centerville, DE 19807
Phone: 302-654-6515
Mobile: 302-743-0966 Hours: Tue thru Fri 10AM-7PM
Fax: 302-654-6533
Sat 10 AM-5PM
Email: AMHeadflyfisher@AOL.com
Website: www.amarbleheadflyfisher.com
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For Sale
Leaders with Tippet Rings already attached!
All you have to do is add your tippet. Leaders last longer and no
need to tie blood knots, so you save time and money

Available in 7 ½ and 9 ft. lengths tapered to 3X or 5X
1 for $3.50, 2 for $6.00 shipping included

To order, contact Charlie Griffen at
c.griffenod @ verizon.net
All proceeds go to VFTU
SPRING 2017
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hosted by

Valley Forge Trout Unlimited
The Fly Fishing School will be held on

Sunday, May 21
at CCWA—Paradise Farm Camps near Downingtown
A full day of instruction on fly casting, fly fishing techniques, entomology, knots,
fly fishing for trout (PA license & trout stamp required), plus three meals are included
Questions? Call John Dettrey at (610) 220-9147 or Ed Penry at (610) 692-6382

The school can accommodate approximately 30 students.
Please register early as slots fill up fast!!!
Number of adults @ $75 each

____________

Number of Children @ $30 each

____________

Make check payable to VFTU and mail application to:
VFTU FFS
P.O. Box 1356
West Chester, PA 19380

(must be accompanied by a paying adult)

Total Amount Enclosed

____________

(Refunds made only if cancellation is received before May 1)

Names, addresses and phone numbers must be provided for all persons being enrolled. Use additional sheet of paper if necessary.
Name ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Phone ( ______ ) ___________ - ________________ Email _______________________________________________________________________________
Address__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
City ________________________________________________________________________________ State ____________ Zip Code____________________

Name ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Phone ( ______ ) ___________ - ________________ Email _______________________________________________________________________________
Address__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
City ________________________________________________________________________________ State ____________ Zip Code____________________

Name ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Phone ( ______ ) ___________ - ________________ Email _______________________________________________________________________________
Address__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
City ________________________________________________________________________________ State ____________ Zip Code____________________

Note: Fly Fishing School attendees acknowledge that they may appear in photographs taken during the VFTU Fly Fishing School. Please indicate your consent for Valley Forge Trout Unlimited (VFTU) to use photos containing your image in future promotions for the Fly Fishing School and other VFTU activities.

□ I grant consent for photographs of me and/or my family to be used in VFTU publications.
□ I do not grant consent for photographs of me and/or my family to be used in VFTU publications.
Signature ___________________________________________________
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Report what you see!

(Continued from page 4)

Owen Owens–Stepping Up

If you see a spill or fish kill, call us…
Call any of your officers or board members.
(see the inside back cover of BankNotes)

Help the Valley Creek Restoration Partnership get
the rain water to soak into the ground again. Every
tree planted transpires and does its bit to absorb
carbon dioxide and cool the atmosphere--plant a tree
this year. Go to a township meeting and speak up for
the streams.
Working together we can strengthen and adequately
fund environmental protection agencies. We can
save our local streams. We’ve done it, we’re doing it,
and we will keep on until every Chester County
stream is clean and healthy again.

Illegal Fishing and Poaching or
Disturbance of a Waterway:
Notify the PA Fish and Boat Commission

Fish Kills or Illegal Dumping:
Notify the PA Fish and Boat Commission
and
PA Department of
Environmental Protection (DEP)

(Continued from page 6)

Water Quality and Pollution:

Environmental Update –Local Stream Goes Dry

Notify the PA Department of
Environmental Protection (DEP)

Pennsylvania Department of
Environmental Protection
Emergencies should be reported immediately
by telephone to the Southeast Regional Office at
484-250-5900
(24 hours a day, 7 days a week)

Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission
Our local WCO, Bob Bonney, has
requested emergencies be reported
immediately to him via his cell phone:
610-637-6398
and to the Southeast Region of the
PA F&BC
(8:00 AM – 4:00 PM weekdays)
717-626-0228

Erosion and Sedimentation Issues:
Notify the Chester County
Conservation District
610-925-4920

Well and Septic Issues:
Notify the Chester County
Health Department
610-344-6225

includes Bob Bonney, PFBC Waterways Conservation Officer; Martin Helmke PhD, a hydrogeologist,
associate professor and department chair at West
Chester University; Jan Bowers, P.G., Executive
Director, Chester County Water Resources Author
ity; and executive and board members of West
Chester Fish, Game and Wildlife Association and
VFTU. This group is working to understand the
sink hole problem and to direct remediation efforts
focused on keeping water in the stream a having
habitat suitable for trout.

Markers on Struble Trail
Recently a board member noted marking tape in
two locations along the East Branch of the Brandywine. The marking tape had the words, “wetland
delineation” on it. Always being curious and concerned, Bill Litty asked some questions, and then
some more, until he got some answers. The wetland delineation tape along the Struble Trail just
north of Downingtown is in preparation for the
dam removal which is to occur sometime this summer.
Bill also said that further upstream in Uwchlan
Township there is more wetland delineation tape,
which he has found to be for a water line going under the Brandywine.
Keep your eyes open and if something doesn’t look
right – it probably isn’t. Ask questions. It is the only way to get answers. But don’t believe all the answers – verify!
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YES! Please begin my one-year membership in Trout Unlimited. I un-

derstand my dues payment entitles me to all regular membership benefits including a personal membership card and quarterly issues of Trout
magazine. VFTU members also receive our quarterly newsletter Bank-

Notes.

Name __________________________________________________________________
Address ________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________

Please select membership category:

□ Regular

$35

□ Family

$55

For other membership categories, visit the
Trout Unlimited website at www.tu.org

Payment enclosed: $ ________________
Make checks payable to Trout Unlimited

Pay by credit card:

City____________________________________________________________________

Account Number: ______________________________________

State

________ Zip _____________

Name on Card: _________________________________________

Phone

_________ - _________ - ______________________

Expiration Date:_______/__________

*Email ________________________________________________________________

Signature:______________________________________________

*Trout Unlimited does not make email addresses available to outside parties, for
any reason, ever. By providing your email address you help us reduce mailing and
printing costs, which in turn helps the environment.

Enclosed is my employer’s matching contribution gift form. This is in
addition to my membership application and payment.
To ensure correct New Member Rebate, the VFTU chapter number is: 290

Trout Unlimited is incorporated as a 501(C)3 non-profit, educational, charitable
organization, and all monetary and property donations are tax deductible to the
extent allowed by law.

The Valley Forge Chapter of Trout Unlimited is dedicated to preserving, protecting,
and restoring trout habitat throughout Chester County, Pennsylvania.
Its 800+ members and affiliates are engaged in the fight to preserve our precious
coldwater resources. All similarly inclined persons are invited to join. Refer to the
membership application form found in the back of this issue of BankNotes.

VFTU
General Meetings

TROUT SHOW!

Chester Valley Grange

Bob Romano

#1496

3285 Phoenixville Pike
Malvern, PA 19355
General Meetings held
the second Thursday
of each month

7:30 PM

September through May
NOTE: No General Meeting in March

The Grange is located just west
of the PA Turnpike crossing on
Phoenixville Pike
Longitude 75.5410071 West
Latitude 40.0765783 North

Featuring

Western Maine

Saturday March 18th
Great Valley High School
225 Phoenixville Pike
Malvern, PA 19355
Doors open at 1:00

hosted by
Valley Forge Trout Unlimited
The Fly Fishing School will be held on

Sunday, May 21
at CCWA—Paradise Farm Camps
near Downingtown
A full day of instruction on fly casting, fly
fishing techniques, entomology, knots, fly
fishing for trout, plus three meals
are included

Don’t miss out–register now!
See page 13 for details

