
 

 

VALLEY FORGE TROUT UNLIMITED 

Valley Forge Trout Unlimited  

General Meetings resume  

September 8 730 PM. 

See our website for details 

VFTU’s Online Store is now 

open. Lots of great gear with 

our logo. See our website for 

the link to it 

BankNotes  and general 

meeting information is 

available online at 

www.valleyforgetu.org 

By Jim Leonard 

Our friend John Johnson has crossed over 

the bar. I had known Johnnie since 

sometime in the late 70’s when I joined 

West Chester Fish, Game and Wildlife. I 

did not know him well then, but 

immediately recognized he was a force to 

be reckoned with. I got to know him better 

when he came on as a member of our board. 

I only got to fish with him a couple of 

times, both of them trips to the 

Adirondacks. As we made the long drive, 

Johnnie started telling stories about his days 

as a scout master, his fishing and hunting 

trips, his career in sales and just about 

everything else under the sun. Suffice it to 

say that when they made him, they broke to 

mold. A couple of times he had me 

laughing so hard I thought I was going to 

have to pull the car over to the side of the 

road. One thing is for sure: when you 

walked with John Johnson, you were 

walking with one of the giants of 

conservation in Chester County. 

I am pleased to report that board member 

Charlie Griffen has put a lot of effort into 

setting up an online store featuring various 

items with VFTU’s logo. The store is now 

open, so go to our website to get the link.  

As you will read in the Environmental 

Update article in this issue, on July 1, a 

company called Catalyst cut down trees and 

cleared brush on both sides of Valley Creek 

near Route 401. They did this while in the 

process of erecting a large electronic 

billboard next to Route 202, which of 

course is just what we all need – more 

distractions while driving at high speed. A 

couple of good things did occur though. 

First, East Whiteland Township citizen 

(Continued on page 2) 

By Pete Goodman 

Oh Johnnie, how could you leave me – 

leave us? You have been such an integral 

part of my life for the past 20 plus years. 

You are my mentor. At least one of them – 

you and Carl Dusinberrie and Owen Owens 

among others led me down the conservation 

of coldwater pathway.  

Johnnie was my most outspoken supporter. 

He raved about things I had done and 

countless times embarrassed me by saying 

what a great conservationist I was when, in 

fact, John was twice the advocate I could 

ever hope to be. John led the West Chester 

Fish, Game & Wildlife Association for 

more than two decades and for many years 

was a board member of the Valley Forge 

Chapter of Trout Unlimited. 

Luckily, he was recognized for his efforts 

and long-time guidance while still alive in 

East Bradford Township and by the West 

Chester Fish, Game & Wildlife Association. 

The M. John Johnson Nature Center in East 

Bradford Township, and the logo/emblem 

of West Chester Fish, Game and Wildlife 

Association (WCFG&WA) which he and 

his wife designed carry on his legacy. 

As Judy and I toasted tonight, raising our 

glasses high to John, she remembered how 

special John made her feel at all the events 

we attended, be it VFTU or WCFG&WA. 

John was a first-class salesman and a people 

person. He loved doing an event. He could 

sell ice to Eskimos and flip-flops to 

nomads. How many Weber grills have we 

raffled off due solely to John Johnson’s 

access and salesmanship?  

John was a strong advocate for education, 

especially outdoor sports education. He led 
 

(Continued on page 2) 

M. John Johnson Leaves a 

Legacy 

Notes from the Prez 

1 

Environmental Update 3 

Self Mentored 4 

Names, Numbers & Email 7 



 

2 Fall 2022 WWW.VALLEYFORGETU.ORG 

tours at the WCFG&WA trout nursery, 

taught their hunter’s safety courses, and ran 

some events at the Chester County 

Conservation Camp, specifically the 

firearms safety day. He had a diorama of a 

watershed in miniature, and he used to cart 

it all over Chester County with funding 

from the Chester County Conservation 

District, teaching middle-schoolers what a 

watershed was and why protection of our 

streams and rivers was important. Nobody 

is doing that now.  

John loved to hunt. He liked shooting birds 

the best. Occasionally, on a slow goose 

decoy setup at Joe’s, John had been known 

to take a poke at a crow or a pigeon that 

strayed too near the blind. Deer hunting put 

meat in the freezer, but it really wasn’t 

Johnnie’s bag. For him, it got kind of 

boring trying to be still on the stand while 

the drives pushed deer to you. But if deer 

did come out to him, there would be 

butchering to be done. Do you remember 

Johnnie’s goose chili? 

God bless you John – you were one hell of 

a man. Heather, my daughter, has one of 

the bluebird houses that you built and 

donated to the Trout Show some years ago. 

It has fledged bluebirds every year since 

she won the box. You just keep on giving. 

I will miss you, more than you could 

possibly know. 

A conversation with Joe Armstrong 

provided what details we have on John’s 

passing. He died on June 30th at the 

Southeastern Veterans' Center in Spring 

City, PA where he had been a resident for 

several years. If my math is correct, he had 

his 96th birthday on February 12 this year. 

John’s body was cremated and the remains 

will be buried at Indiantown Gap National 

Cemetery. There were no plans for an 

obituary or memorial service by the family. 

Donations could be made in John’s name to 

Natural Lands, 1031 Palmers Mill Road, 

Media, PA 19063, Phone: (610) 353-5587. 

We at VFTU plan to honor John’s life and 

remember him fondly with a memorial 

celebration which will be planned for later 

this year. Stay tuned for details. 

(Continued from page 1) 

M. John Johnson Leaves a Legacy 

Notes from the Prez 
Martin Lutz noticed the destruction and 

reported it to township supervisor Scott 

Lambert. Second, Scott went to inspect the 

site over the July 4th weekend and the 

township then moved quickly to stop the 

unpermitted removal of vegetation and 

implement penalties. I want to thank both 

Martin Lutz and the East Whiteland 

Township Board of Supervisors for their 

quick response. The upshot is, this damage 

got stopped because someone noticed it and 

reported it. You can do your part too. If you 

see something that appears to be damaging 

a watershed, report it. Contact information 

appears on the back cover of this issue of 

BankNotes. 

We are once again running our fall 

fundraiser, the Clean Streams Raffle. Your 

tickets should be arriving in the mail 

shortly. On the one hand, we don’t like 

asking you for money. On the other hand, 

we need the money to continue our mission 

to conserve, protect and restore cold water 

fisheries and their watersheds here in 

Chester County. Your donations are key to 

our success. Your generosity is much 

appreciated. 

The mid-term elections are coming up. As a 

501(c)(3) corporation, Valley Forge Trout 

Unlimited does not endorse candidates or 

promote political parties. But as you 

consider your votes, please consider a 

candidate’s record on environmental 

matters. Sure it takes some research, but to 

me it seems worth it. Whatever you do, be 

sure to get out and vote. 

Our general membership meetings will 
resume on Thursday, September 8 at 7:30 

PM. We are not sure at the time of this 
writing if this will be a live or Zoom 

meeting. Keep an eye on our website as the 
date approaches for details. We also send 

email reminders for these meetings. If you 
are not getting these but would like to, send 
an email to valleyforgetu@gmail.com to 

get on our list. We will not share your email 
address if you give it to us. 

(Continued from page 1) 

Steep Slope Cleared 

Right Next to the Stream All This Destruction for a Billboard? 
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It is Saturday morning July 30th as I sit 

down to write this. The article is due today 

and I just couldn’t get to it before this. You 

see, I am and have been, at a lake in Canada 

where my biggest 

decision of the day 

is whether to fish 

on top for 

smallmouth or go 

down for lakers. 

Some days I have 

been known to do 

both. It has been a 

strange July up 

here with most of 

the month being 

below normal 

temperatures and it has been breezy to 

windy with few calm days. I am not 

complaining. It is still way better than 

southeast Pennsylvania weather. 

John Johnson Remembered 

I would be remiss in this article to not 

mention the passing of John Johnson. He 

was an environmental gatekeeper. He died 

at the age of 96 in the Spring City VA 

facility. We are planning a celebration of 

John’s life later this year. See other articles 

in Banknotes regarding John and his 

accomplishments. He was one of a kind and 

knew how to deliver the message. I will 

miss him and what he did for conservation 

in Chester County. 

Salt Pollution Fact Sheet 

Our small group of disjointed volunteers 

are making some slow headway towards 

producing a Salt Pollution Fact Sheet. 

Summer has bogged us down a bit. But 

there has been a lot of research done and 

with some dedicate time spent on the 

project I think we will get a quality product 

produced this fall. 

Grants 

Here are some updates on our various 

grants. 

Crabby Creek Infiltration 
Trenches 

Under Chuck Marshall’s watchful eye with 

funding from the Valley Creek Trustee 

Council Jacobs Engineering has been 

surveying and designing six infiltration 

trenches in the upper reaches of Crabby 

Creek. Of the six projects, there is funding 

for four trenches to 100% design and bid 

package documents. The other two trenches 

will be designed to 80% and that will 

exhaust the funding from the Trustee 

Council grant. 

A Growing Greener grant was received by 

VFTU in the amount of $256,300.00 for the 

construction of the trenches. The cost to 

build the trenches varies from a low of 

$131,000 to a high of $265,000, with two 

being in the $151,000 range and the 

remaining two more being in the $182,000 

range. So obviously, we are short of 

funding for the construction of even the 

four fully designed trenches. 

There were quite a few funding 

opportunities out there. Proposals/

applications were submitted by Chuck 

Marshall with the help of Anne Murphy 

and Pete Hughes to the following and I 

have listed their status as of this writing.  

 The National Fish and Wildlife 

Foundation: a grant application in the 

amount of $131,000.00 was submitted 

in April. Status: No decision 

announced yet. 

 The Schuylkill River Restoration Fund 

grant: A grant application was 

submitted in the amount of $80,000. 

Status: Declined to fund after 

requesting an in-person presentation. 

 Anonymous Foundation: We were 

contacted through the Valley Creek 

Restoration Partnership’s website by a 

Foundation which wishes to remain 

anonymous. A proposal for $45,000 

was submitted and approved. Status: 

$45,000 Received by VFTU for use in 

building the infiltration trenches. (This 

foundation also funded Open Land 

Conservancy helping them with 

marketing the organization, celebrating 

their 80th birthday and their new logo.) 

 Chester County Finance Department: 

Chester County has Rescue Act money 

and we applied through a grant 

process. The application was for 

$75,000. We coordinated with 

Tredyffrin Township on our asks to 

this source. Status: No decision 

announced yet. 

 

 PA Department of Economic 

Development: Is offering grants funded 

by Marcellus Gas money.  After 

discussions with the grantor and 

Tredyffrin Township it was decided 

that it would be more beneficial for the 

Township to apply for this grant. 

VFTU did not make an application. 

Crabby Creek infiltration trenches will 

make a difference in the quantity and the 

quality of the stormwater runoff reaching 

Crabby, Little Valley and Valley Creeks. 

This is another project coming out of a 

partnership between VFTU and Tredyffrin 

Township originating out of the Valley 

Creek Restoration Partnership. 

Jeff Schmid of the PA Fish & Boat 

Commission alerted the Valley Creek 

Restoration Partnership of the following 

opportunity. A grant was announced April 

11th by the Federal Government which was 

sponsored by the Executive Branch and the 

Departments of Interior, Agriculture and 

Defense. It was the launch of $1 Billion. 

The America the Beautiful Challenge is to 

support and accelerate locally led 

conservation and restoration projects. 

Thanks for the info on this opportunity Jeff.  

VFTU has made an application in the 

amount of $10,000 to fund two spill 

protection devices called “underflow 

dams”. These would be to provide for first 

responders for spill events in the Valley 

Creek watershed and adjoining waters if 

our application is successful. 

Valley Creek Monitoring 

We have had monitoring stations in Valley 

Creek bracketing the Knickerbocker site for 

about two years. The data keeps coming. 

Pete Hughes has taken on the maintenance 

responsibilities. The maintenance of the 

sensor stations requires more than one or 

two people. Remember that old saying that 

many hands makes for light work. Well, 

that is still true. We need more people to 

step up and help us with the sensor 

maintenance.  
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Knickerbocker  

It sounds as though the developer of the 

Knickerbocker site is getting ready to 

submit his final plan for township approval. 

It seems that it is still a little thin on details 

as far as stormwater management is 

concerned. That is a lot of slow released 

stormwater.  

East Whiteland Township 

At a July East Whiteland Township Board 

of Supervisor’s meeting a group called 

Working Lands Investment Partners 

presented a very brief proposal for stream 

restoration work in Valley Creek Park for 

the benefit of the PA Turnpike and 

PennDOT. A review of the company’s 

website provided little in the way of 

completed projects or details of just what 

they do. Although the website is quite 

impressive with pictures and words it 

leaves me wondering who does the work? 

Also, I am confused by their statements of 

both the PA Turnpike and PennDOT 

getting MS4 credits as well as East 

Whiteland Township getting MS4 credits. It 

sounds like double dipping to me. Is this 

what was intended by the legislation? 

At the same Board of Supervisor’s meeting 

as above I heard of another abuse suffered 

by Valley Creek. The discussion was in 

reference to a Cure Agreement with 

Catalyst. I was unaware of the damage that 

Catalyst (the outdoor sign company) had 

caused to both sides of Valley Creek near 

where it flows under route 202 adjacent to 

route 401. Evidently on Friday, July 1st, 

workers for the sign company were 

observed cutting down trees and generally 

removing vegetation from the banks of 

Valley Creek. Martin Lutz, a neighbor from 

across route 202, noticed the work and was 

in touch with the township which 

responded very quickly (it was the 

afternoon leading into the 4th of July 

weekend). The work was stopped but 

unfortunately some pretty severe damage 

had already been done to the riparian areas 

of both sides of the creek in the area of the 

new electronic sign installation off of route 

401 facing Route 202. The Cure Agreement 

that I referenced was East Whiteland’s 

response to the damage and refunding for 

their costs from Catalyst to the tune of 

$161,000. Catalyst as part of the agreement 

is to submit erosion and sedimentation 

plans and comply with all of East 

Whiteland township’s ordinances. We will 

be following this closely to see what 

happens as far a restoration of the damaged 

riparian area. I send out a special “Thank 

You” to Martin Lutz for seeing the problem 

and knowing who to contact to stop further 

damage. 

Brook Trout Fertilized Egg 
Planting 

Brook Trout fertilized egg planting is again 

planned for the late fall. Pete Hughes is 

heading up the effort. Look from some 

more information from him as we close in 

on spawning season. 

Tredyffrin Township’s Citizen 
Stormwater Taskforce 

The Taskforce is working through the 

summer to finalize its recommendations to 

the township. Two areas where the 

Taskforce is really making headway is the 

Township’s consideration of a stormwater 

fee to fund infrastructure repairs, 

maintenance and capital projects and the 

second is the addition of tree protection 

ordinance. The value of the work that this 

taskforce has done for Tredyffrin is 

incalculable. 

Chester County Conservation 
District Turns 75 

The Chester County Conservation District 

is celebrating their 75th Anniversary, and 

of course is going to have a party. I hope 

that VFTU will be sponsoring a portion of 

the event. The party will be held at the 

Mendenhall Inn on October 13, 2022 from 

4:00 p.m. until 7:00 p.m.  

Over the past two decades (of which I can 

personally speak) we have had a wonderful 

relationship with the Conservation District. 

They have been very helpful in many ways. 

It was the Conservation District who was 

the grantee for the relocation of Crabby 

Creek away from the sanitary sewer line 

and then found repair funding when the 

original project started to unravel. They 

have been the source of hundreds if not 

thousands of trees that were planted in 

riparian areas throughout the county. They 

sponsor and man the Envirothon which 

challenges high school teams to 

demonstrate their knowledge of our natural 

world and environment. They are good 

people doing good work. Congratulations 

on 75 years of doing good in Chester 

County. 

Bishop Tube 

Bishop Tube remains a blight on the face of 

East Whiteland Township and in the Valley 

Creek watershed. The Bishop Tube Clean 

& Green group has a petition up on the 

Delaware Riverkeeper Network’s website. 

Please check out the issues surrounding 

Bishop Tube and sign the petition urging 

the owners of the responsible parties to step 

up and clean up Bishop Tube and turn it 

into a passive nature park. It could only 

help Valley Creek. The petition can be 

found here:  
https://www.delawareriverkeeper.org/

node/6873  

Have a great remainder of summer and fall 

everyone. Get outside and enjoy this most 

special time of the year. 

Environmental Update 

https://www.delawareriverkeeper.org/node/6873
https://www.delawareriverkeeper.org/node/6873
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By Jim Clark 

The late, great, Gary LaFontaine said it best 

when he uttered the immortal phrase, "I 

taught myself to tie flies, which means that 

I had an idiot for both teacher and pupil." 

I'm sure that some still come up that way, 

but nowadays there are classes and DVD's 

available for all aspects of our sport. The 

big thing these days are mentors, which are 

kind of like guides, only cheaper. 

We didn't have fishing mentors when I was 

a kid, although adult supervision was 

required by the Game Commission for 

hunting. This made sense, since you didn't 

want some goober ruining a perfectly good 

shotgun. 

Back then, it was considered normal to 

allow country kids to explore any bodies of 

water within range of their feet or bike, a 

notion that would appall many parents 

today. Of course we didn't have the 

boogeymen that are lurking out there today, 

and my brothers Tom and Gene and I fished 

as a pack, employing the "many eyes" 

survival tactic still used by wild turkeys 

today. 

There were very real dangers out there 

though. One time the three of us were 

fishing a large pool on the quarry property 

that was used to pull off or discharge water 

used in their stone washing operations. This 

pool was shaded by a large weeping willow, 

and Tom decided to crawl out on a large 

branch to reach water out of the reach of his 

two bank-bound brothers. Before he got 

situated, though, the branch broke, dumping 

him in the water. Of course Gene and I 

thought this was hilarious, as Tom was 

flailing around, looking for all the world 

like a spring toad, until we noticed that he 

was impaled on one of the uprights of an 

access ladder that quarry workers used to 

clear the pipe. I sent Gene down the creek 

for home to get help. As he disappeared 

around the bend, I was able to lay down and 

lean over the bank far enough to pull Tom 

off and get him out of the water. I helped 

him head up the creek, cross the bridge, and 

back down Clover Mill road. We hit Boot 

road just as Gene and the Old Man pulled 

up in the car. Gene got out, we threw Tom 

in the back seat, and the Old Man took off 

for the hospital. Gene and I went back to 

gather up our gear, and as we did, we saw 

that the top rung of the ladder was welded 

to the uprights only about an inch from the 

top, and this had prevented Tom from 

sliding down any further. If that rung had 

been down six or eight inches, this story 

might have ended very differently. An 

incident like that happening today would 

likely involve EMT's, medevacs, news 

crews, and litigation, but back then it was 

just the price of growing up. Oh, and Tom, 

he got three or four stitches in the belly, and 

had to endure being referred to as 

"Dumbass" for a few weeks. 

It is unfair to claim that we didn't have 

boogeymen back then, we did, just different 

ones. One excursion involved two, in the 

form of Texas Longhorns. 

Our plan was to walk out to the bridge on 

Whitford road and fish our way back home. 

Simple enough, we did this sort of thing all 

the time, but because of the distance 

involved, maybe three or four miles, we 

decided to head out an hour or so before 

daylight one Saturday morning. Nothing 

unusual there, either, like the Viet Cong 

would later become, kids, who ran their 

traplines at all hours, or fished for eels, 

owned the night. 

Things were complicated, however, by the 

fog. Oh, did I mention the fog? It was so 

(Continued on page 6) 

For Sale! 

Leaders with 
Tippet Rings 

already attached! 
All you have to do is add your tippet. 

Leaders last longer and no need to tie 

blood knots, so you save time and money. 

Available in 7 ½ and 9 ft. Lengths 

Tapered to 3X or 5X 

1 for $3.50, 2 for $6.00 

shipping included 

To order, contact  Charlie Griffen at  

c.griffenod @ verizon.net 

All proceeds go to VFTU 

Self Mentored 

Books for Sale 
Private library of classic and 

modern books on Fishing, 

Hunting, Nature and Golf. 

Gill, Halford, Jennings, LeBranche, 

Schweibert, Marinaro, etc. 

Contact: 

tedmckenzie78@yahoo.com 

ARE YOU CONNECTED?? 

You should be getting emails from National TU and from Valley Forge Trout Unlimited. 

If you are not receiving emails from Valley Forge Trout Unlimited, or would like to 

change your email address, please send an email to: 

peterkleemalvern@hotmail.com  

Please note that neither VFTU nor TU National shares your email address with third parties. 

mailto:tedmckenzie78@yahoo.com
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Self Mentored 

 

5716 Kennett Pike, Suite D 

Centerville, DE 19807 

Hours: Tue thru Friday 10 am-7pm 
Saturday 10 am-5 pm 

Phone: 302-654-6515 

Mobile: 302-743-0966 

Fax: 302-654-6533 
Email: terry@amarbleheadflyfisher.com 

Terry Peach 

A Marblehead Flyfisher 

Please 
Patronize 

Our 
Advertisers 

Their generous 

donations and 

discounts make 

our raffles 

possible. 

Thanks! 

VFTU 

 Dr. Charles Griffen 

 Owner / Licensed Guide 

 troutbumod@gmail.com 

 EyeFlyFish 

 Guide Service 

 610-594-0648 

freaking thick that we likely doubled the 

mileage trekked by staggering back and forth 

from one side of the road to the other, 

progress marked by the clanking of the 

tackle box, the entire length of Clover Mill 

road. Because of this, we were running out 

of steam about a half mile short of Whitford 

road. That was when we decided that the 

only way to complete our mission was to cut 

diagonally across the Whitford Sales 

Company pasture, and shave a mile off our 

hike. 

I can't believe that we actually forgot about 

those Longhorns, after all, we marveled at 

the beasts every time we passed them in the 

safety of the car. No, the thinking probably 

went something like, "OK, big pasture, two 

cows, thick fog, what are the odds?" 

Probably didn't even vote on it. As you 

might surmise, the odds weren't quite as 

sweet as we had presumed, for we were two-

thirds of the way across the field when out of 

the fog loomed four massive horns and the 

two monsters that wore them. Close, very 

close. 

The sudden appearance of a Stegosaurus 

could not have surprised us more, and the 

reaction was as predictable as it was 

instantaneous, with screams, bellows, 

thundering hooves, and the steers were 

making a hell of a racket too. I'm guessing 

they were steers, not bulls, because when 

both of your peepers are tied up staring at the 

four feet of airspace between horn tips, you 

don't have any left over to check out what 

may or may not be bouncing along behind 

the critter. 

I really don't know if they chased us or not. I 

can imagine their peaceful morning stroll 

being interrupted by stumbling into a sub-

unit of little trolls lugging fishing gear had a 

similar effect on them, but we took no 

chances. 

Gene had short little legs, and wasn't much 

of a runner, so we figured he was doomed, 

but the Olympic timing device has yet to be 

invented that could have detected any 

difference in the speed of the three bodies 

hurtling over the fence. 

I don't remember which of us was carrying 

the tackle box, what color it was, or whether 

it was plastic or metal, but I will never forget 

the sound of the sinkers and stuff slamming 

into the back of it from the "g" forces 

imparted in the trip over the wire. For some 

odd reason, I can't recall if we caught a trout 

that day. 

The other boogeyman involved a dragon. 

Early one evening, several years later, the 

other two stooges and I were hanging out in 

the kitchen, when a couple of our youngest 

sisters came flying in and tearfully blurted 

out that there was a dragon in the woods on 

the other side of the creek. 

Mind you, we were in the woods or along 

the creek every day, and had seen many 

wondrous things, 'possums, weasels, 

snapping turtles, and snakes of several 

denominations, but a dragon, never. This we 

had to see. 

Ready to leap to their defense, not to 

mention curious as hell, we were still a little 

wary of the possible treachery of little 

sisters, so we asked them the describe said 

serpent. Brown, five feet long, with a horn 

sticking out the front end. Nah, they couldn't 

have made that up, so out the back door we 

went. 

Not wanting to frighten the beast, we didn't 

set any speed records crossing the yard, and 

stopped well short of the bank. I mean, hell, 

we didn't know what kind or range those 

things had. I don't think that the concept of 

body language had been formalized back 

then, but try to picture eyes focused on the 

far bank while the feet were pointed back 

towards the house. One puff of smoke, 

buddy, and we would all be back in the 

kitchen. 

After several tense minutes of this visual 

recon, it became obvious that the dragon was 

gone. It had either fled, or worse, we had 

been had. 

That's when the hen mallard and her four and 

a half feet of trailing half-grown ducklings 

stood up on the far bank. If you squinted 

your eyes just right, her beak did kind of 

look like a horn. Especially if you're running 

like that.. 

(Continued from page 5) 
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YES! Please begin my one-year membership in Trout Unlimited. I under-
stand my dues payment entitles me to all regular membership benefits 
including a personal membership card and quarterly issues of Trout 
magazine. VFTU members also receive our quarterly newsletter Bank-
Notes. 

Name __________________________________________________________________ 

Address ________________________________________________________________ 

 ________________________________________________________________________ 

City____________________________________________________________________ 

State ________  Zip  _____________ 

Phone _________ -  _________ - ______________________ 

*Email ________________________________________________________________  

*Trout Unlimited does not make email addresses available to outside parties, for 
any reason, ever. By providing your email address you help us reduce mailing and 
printing costs, which in turn helps the environment. 

Trout Unlimited is incorporated as a 501(C)3 non-profit, educational, charitable 
organization, and all monetary and property donations are tax deductible to the 
extent allowed by law.  

Please select membership category: 

□ Regular $35 □ Family $55 

For other membership categories, visit the 
Trout Unlimited website at www.tu.org 

Payment enclosed: $ ________________  
Make checks payable to Trout Unlimited 

Pay by credit card: 

Account Number: _______________________________________  

Name on Card: _________________________________________  

Expiration Date:_______/__________ 

Signature: ______________________________________________  

 Enclosed is my employer’s matching contribution gift form. This is in 

addition to my membership application and payment. 

To ensure correct New Member Rebate, the VFTU chapter number is: 290 

 

VFTU Officers, Board of Directors and Program Leads 

President 

Jim Leonard 

Vice President, Internal Affairs 

Karl Heine 

Vice President, External Affairs 

Open position 

Secretary 

Park Messikomer 

Treasurer 

Ed McGovern 

Trout in the Classroom 

Dave Dickens 

Environmental Chairman 

Pete Goodman 

Membership Chairman 

Peter Lee 

 

 

 

 

 

Joe Armstrong 

John Dettrey 

Robbi Freisem 

Charlie Griffen 

Steve Grim 

Peter Hughes 

Dave Macaleer 

Ed McGovern 

Owen Owens 
Lester W. Young 

Project Healing Waters 

VFTU Program Lead 

Jim Clark 

Coatesville VA Medical Center  

Ken VanGilder 

Royersford 

Thad Nowakowski 

West Bradford 

Dave Riggio 

PA Regional Coordinator 

Dave Riggio 

Editors 

Peter Hughes 

Graphics & Publishing 

Jim Leonard 

www.tu.org 

www.valleyforgetu.org 

TU members log on to  

www.tu.org 

to complete address change. 

All others, send changes of address to: 

ValleyForgeTU@gmail.com 

Update our list by sending an Email to: 

peterkleemalvern@hotmail.com 

https://www.tu.org/
https://www.tu.org/


 

 

 

YES! Please begin my one-year membership in Trout Unlimited. I under-
stand my dues payment entitles me to all regular membership benefits 
including a personal membership card and quarterly issues of Trout 
magazine. VFTU members also receive our quarterly newsletter Bank-
Notes. 

Name __________________________________________________________________  

Address ________________________________________________________________  

 ________________________________________________________________________  

City ___________________________________________________________________  

State ________  Zip  _____________ 

Phone _________ -  _________ - ______________________ 

*Email _________________________________________________________________ 

*Trout Unlimited does not make email addresses available to outside parties, for 
any reason, ever. By providing your email address you help us reduce mailing and 
printing costs, which in turn helps the environment. 

Trout Unlimited is incorporated as a 501(C)3 non-profit, educational, charitable 
organization, and all monetary and property donations are tax deductible to the 
extent allowed by law.  

290 

Please select membership category: 

□ Regular $35 □ Family $55 

For other membership categories, visit the 
Trout Unlimited website at www.tu.org 

Payment enclosed: $ ________________  
Make checks payable to Trout Unlimited 

Pay by credit card: 

Account Number:_______________________________________  

Name on Card: _________________________________________  

Expiration Date:_______/__________ 

Signature: ______________________________________________  

 Enclosed is my employer’s matching contribution gift form. This is in 

addition to my membership application and payment. 

To ensure correct New Member Rebate, the VFTU chapter number is: 

 

The Valley Forge Chapter of Trout Unlimited is dedicated to preserving, protecting, and 

restoring trout habitat throughout Chester County, Pennsylvania. 

Its 800+ members and affiliates are engaged in the fight to preserve our precious 

coldwater resources. All similarly inclined persons are invited to join.  

Report What You See 
If you see a spill or fish kill, call any officer or board member (see the 
inside back cover of BankNotes) and report directly to the following: 

Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission 
Illegal Fishing, Poaching , Disturbance of a Waterway,  
Fish Kills or Illegal Dumping 
Our local WCO, Bob Bonney, has requested emergencies be reported 
immediately to him via his cell phone: (610) 637-6398 
and to the  
Southeast Region of the PA F&BC 
 at (717) 626-0228 
(8:00 AM – 4:00 PM weekdays)  

Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection 
Fish Kills , Illegal Dumping:, Water Quality or Pollution 
Emergencies should be reported immediately by telephone to the Southeast 
Regional Office at (484) 250-5900  
(24 hours a day, 7 days a week) 

Chester County Conservation District 
Erosion and Sedimentation Issues 
(610) 925-4920 

Chester County Health Department 
Well and Septic Issues 

(610) 344-6225 

Want to get more involved in protecting cold water fisheries in Chester County? 
Get more involved with Valley Forge Trout Unlimited! How can you do it?  Easy! 

 Email us at valleyforgetu@gmail.com with questions, concerns or ideas  

 Make sure we have your current email. Send an email to peterkleemalvern@hotmail.com 

 Attend our general meetings 

 Check out our website at www.valleyforgetu.org 

All are welcome to join and participate! 

VFTU  

General Meetings 
will resume on 

Thursday, September 8 

7:30 PM 

General Meetings are scheduled for 

the second Thursdayof each month 

September through May 

NOTE: No General Meeting in March, 

June, July or August 

Visit our website 

www.valleyforgetu.org 

for meeting details, location or  

Zoom link 


