
 

 

VALLEY FORGE TROUT UNLIMITED 

Membership meetings 

resume on Thursday, 

September 10, 7:30 PM 

The September membership 

meeting will be held on-line. 

See page 12 for details 

See our website at 

www.valleyforgetu.org for 

upcoming meeting 

information 

BankNotes is available online 

at www.valleyforgetu.org 

In Search of Cold 
Water 

A cold hard fact of a trout’s 

life is that it needs cold 

clean 

water 

to 

exist. 

Fortunately for the wild 

brown trout in Valley 

Creek, this stream remains 

at a tolerable temperature 

year round, with the 

exception of relatively short 

periods following major 

summer storms. Stormwater 

from these events can push 

stream temperatures well 

into the 70’s, making it 

tough for trout. However, 

the temperatures usually 

drop back down into the 

60’s at night and when the 

heavy stormwater runs its 

course. The situation bears 

careful monitoring as the 

amount of stormwater 

increases with every new 

development and road 

widening. Plus, the 

frequency and severity of 

storms is increasing due to 

global climate change. 

VFTU is actively 

monitoring several 

waterways, including 

Valley Creek. Al Renzi, 

VFTU VP, has worked with 

Stroud Water Research 

Center to install in-stream 

data monitors and has 

assembled a team of 

volunteers to regularly 

check on the monitors and 

service them. Two of the 

more recent installations 

were put in Valley Creek, 

one just upstream and one 

downstream of the old 

Knickerbocker landfill, the 

site of a proposed large 

development. Valley Creek 

also flows through this site. 

Other streams Al put in 

monitoring devices are 

West Valley and Pickering 
(Continued on page 2) 

By Mary Kuss 

For most if not all of us, the Covid-19 

Pandemic has completely upended our 

normal fishing routines along with the rest 

of life. We’ve had a lot of adjustments to 

make on many fronts.  

The PA Fish & Boat Commission had a 

hard time figuring out what to do about 

Trout Season and Opening Day. It seemed 

clear that they were juggling a variety of 

sometimes conflicting issues: the safety of 

Commission employees and the public, 

coordination or lack thereof with 

neighboring states, the desire to promote 

fishing and hatchery operations, the impact 

of their decisions on local economies, and 

ever-present political considerations. There 

were several missteps before things were 

sorted out. 

 

I’m not sure where it stands now, but at one 

point this past spring the Maryland DEC 

prohibited all sport fishing in the state and 

specifically banned catch & release fishing. 

I can only assume that there was concern 

for the health of Conservation Officers in 

contact with the public. If fishing was 

allowed, and they did not patrol, rampant 

lawlessness might have ensued. This is 

somewhat understandable with regard to the 

spring run of Striped Bass on the upper 

Chesapeake. Banning all sport fishing state-

wide seemed like a bit of an over-reaction, 

though. I suspect there was some degree of 

non-compliance by people desperate to be 

outdoors doing something they loved. 

Once it became possible to fish, we all had 

personal decisions to make about whether 

to fish at all, and if so where and when. Of 

course we were simultaneously trying to 
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Creeks. We were looking to reestablish 

brook trout in both of these watersheds and 

needed to find sources of consistently 

flowing cold water. In the case of West 

Valley Creek, we investigated several spots 

where VFTU, led by Joe Armstrong and Jim 

Clark, had planted eggs in the past. The two 

springs used for the earlier plantings that 

drained into West Valley were still in very 

good shape and provide an ample supply of 

cold water in the 55 to 61 degree range. This 

is also where VFTU planted brook trout eggs 

again this past December. Now, we have 

monitoring devices so we can measure 

stream conditions year round. 

Pickering Creek presents a different 

challenge. Last year Al and Joe Armstrong 

investigated some of the springs flowing in 

the village of Yellow Springs and into 

Pickering Creek. These springs were judged 

to be viable for a test planting based on flow 

rate and cold (55 degrees) temperatures. 

And, as with West Valley, a team of 

volunteers planted brook trout eggs. The test 

plantings were successful as the eggs turned 

into fry in the springs and had a channel to 

the larger stream. It was a good test, but in 

order to realistically reestablish brook trout 

in Pickering Creek, we would need a more 

significant incubator for more eggs. And, 

fortunately, Pickering Creek’s headwaters 

are comprised of numerous tributaries to 

investigate, many running through preserved 

green lands.  

Al is now methodically working through the 

process of identifying Pickering tributaries 

that offer the best chances for brook trout 

reproduction in terms of temperature, 

dissolved oxygen, etc. So far, some of the 

tributaries that look ideal are clearly too 

warm, well into the 70s, while others present 

distinct possibilities. More stream 

investigation and additional work is required, 

including gaining landowner approvals as 

well as applying for grants to help fund the 

project. 

If all goes according to Al’s plan, we will be 

looking for volunteers again this December 

to plant more brook trout eggs, nearly twice 

the number as last year. 

Leadership Volunteers 

The board of Valley Forge Trout Unlimited 

is comprised of 18 dedicated folks, and the 

majority of these folks have served well over 

their fair share of years. Several of these 

members have been serving since the chapter 

was formed over 40 years ago. We are 

indeed fortunate to have that knowledge base 

and wisdom of experience to help guide our 

chapter. However, we have an active board, 

meaning the folks on the board are doing 

most of the work.  

We have had folks beyond the board 

volunteer for assignments and participate in 

chapter events. Without these volunteers, we 

could not handle the projects. This includes 

the stream monitoring team Al assembled 

and the support we receive for the Trout 

Show, Fly Fishing School and Valley Creek 

Clean-up Day. We also have a standing offer 

to help with a restoration effort on a trout 

habitat device from a generous group of men 

associated with the Episcopal Church. Thank 

you all. 

That said, it is important for any organization 

to bring in new leadership with different 

skills, perspectives and fresh approaches. 

This fall we will once again nominate a slate 

of board members including officers. At this 

point, we have no new nominees. It would be 

beneficial to the chapter if we could elect 

some new blood. The duties, particularly for 

new members are not overwhelming and 

primarily involve meeting once a month to 

review finances and projects. We will also be 

appointing a nominating committee. 

Something we have not had for quite some 

time. 

So, if you would like to get involved at any 

level, please let me know or reach out to any 

board member.  And, please keep an open 

mind if the nominating committee reaches 

out to you. 

Fall General Meetings 

Holding an in-person general meeting in 

September is not going to work. We are 

therefore going to employ technology and 

have the meeting virtually via webinar. We 

have been holding board meetings each 

month via Zoom and they have worked out 

fine. I have attended a number of larger 

Zoom meetings and aside from the odd 

technical glitch here and there, they, too, 

have worked out. This approach has worked 

well for some other chapters.  

 

 

Our guest presenter for the September 

meeting will be Cory Trego, presenting 

“Improving brook trout angling through 

landscape-scale restoration in the Potomac 

Headwaters”. Cory is the Water Resources 

Planner at the Chester County Water 

Resource Authority. Prior to this Cory 

served as the Potomac Headwaters Home 

River Initiative’s Project Leader with Trout 

Unlimited. 

ZOOM LINK AND DIAL-IN: 

When: September 10, 2020 07:30 PM 

Eastern Time (US and Canada) 

Topic: VFTU General Membership Meeting - 

September 

Please click this URL to join.https://

us02web.zoom.us/s/82380519464 

Or join by phone: 

Dial (for higher quality, dial a number 

based on your current location): 

US: 1 + 929 436 2866 

or 1 + 669 900 6833 

Webinar ID: 823 8051 9464 

We will also put together an approach for 

subsequent meetings. Our hope is that we 

will be able to host the meetings in-person at 

our regular venue, the Chester Valley 

Grange in Malvern.  

Main Raffle Winners 

Though we could not have our Trout Show 

this year, we were able to have the Main 

Raffle. Thanks to all of you who participated 

in the raffle and donated prizes and funds 

and made it a successful event. 

Congratulations to the winners! 

1st: Eric Hiltebeitel -  
Refurbished Perrine Fly Box with 229 Jim 

Clark flies ($528) 

2nd: Greg Weiss -  
Orvis Battenkill Bamboo Fly Rod ($475) 

3rd: Wayne Thomas -  
Yeti Backpack Cooler ($300) 

4th: James Straight -  
Orvis Hydros III Fly Reel ($239) 

5th: Lee Tabas -  
Byrsa Bistro & Wine Bar Dining Gift 

Certificate ($150) 

(Continued from page 1) 

Notes from the Prez 

https://us02web.zoom.us/s/82380519464
https://us02web.zoom.us/s/82380519464
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figure out whether it was really necessary 

to wear a mask, and did we need to 

quarantine our mail for three days before 

opening it? Should we disinfect all of the 

groceries we brought into the house? Many 

other worries associated with the Pandemic, 

ranging from perfectly reasonable to 

downright paranoid, had to be considered 

and dealt with. The logistics of fishing 

travel added another layer of complexity to 

the equation.  

My bachelor’s degree in biology gave me a 

bit of an edge in sorting through the often 

conflicting information that bombarded us 

daily and continues to do so. I quickly 

understood that perfect safety was 

impossible. I felt that I needed to devise 

mode of operation that reduced my risk of 

contracting the virus without allowing fear 

of it to become the dominant factor in my 

daily life. Rather, I would make an ongoing 

series of risk versus benefit assessments. 

My ultimate decision about any given 

activity would be based on my personal 

level of risk tolerance. The balance on 

fishing was clear. Fishing was important 

enough to my mental health and well-being 

to justify taking some carefully considered 

risks. 

The easiest and most obvious way to get 

my fishing fix was to visit my home stream, 

Darby Creek. I’ve fished Darby since 1978. 

I can be on the creek within five minutes of 

leaving my driveway, without going 

through any traffic lights if I take back 

roads. I could walk there if I had to. It soon 

became apparent that a lot of other people 

had the same idea. I’ve never seen fishing 

pressure on Darby as intense as it’s been 

this year. There are well-worn fishermen’s 

trails and bank-scramble scars in places 

I’ve never seen them before. The Redbreast 

Sunfish and Fallfish that comprise the bulk 

of my catch have become much more 

challenging to catch than usual.  I’ve had to 

resort to tactics I’d normally reserve for 

trout. The poppers and sliders that usually 

work fine now get short takes and outright 

refusals.  

And as for the surviving stocked trout, they 

have become nearly impossible to catch. 

They have left the deeper pools, where 

you’d expect them to be. What fisherman 

does not automatically gravitate to the 

deeper holes? I believe that constant and 

intense fishing pressure has driven the trout 

to school up on shallow flats where gear 

fishermen are almost totally ineffective.  

This environment makes the trout highly 

visible and more vulnerable to natural 

predators, particularly Osprey and Bald 

Eagles. But natural predation is not the 

biggest factor for the trout right now. 

Human predation is.    

Schooling behavior comes naturally to 

hatchery fish, and in the current situation 

offers a great benefit. More pairs of eyes 

add up to improved ability to detect and 

react to threats. The alarm response of one 

fish quickly triggers a chain reaction that 

travels throughout the school. It’s a 

wonderfully effective, totally instinctive 

survival mechanism. As a flyfisher, I’ve 

found these trout extremely difficult to 

approach. The best case is that you manage 

to hook or catch one fish. The rest scatter, 

regroup, and are then restless and 

unresponsive for longer than I care to wait.  

I find it very interesting that a few sunfish 

and Fallfish join in with these trout pods, 

presumably to take advantage of the same 

protective benefit the trout enjoy. Again, 

this is an instinctive rather than reasoned 

response but still fascinating. The fish in 

the pod are quite tolerant of one another, 

with virtually no jostling or competition for 

the most desirable positions. It’s almost as 

though they realize that they are all in this 

together. 

In mid-June I took the Smallmouth Bass 

trip to the Pulaski, NY area that I normally 

take during the first week of May. The 

group of friends I go with discussed plans 

at some length and we concluded that the 

trip was sufficiently low-risk for us to 

proceed. Infection levels in upstate New 

York were low. We all knew and trusted 

one another not to have behaved 

irresponsibly with regard to the Pandemic. 

We would stay in a private residence 

owned by one of us and take most if not all 

of our meals at the house. The fishing was 

not as good as it probably would have been 

on the earlier dates, but it was wonderful to 

get out on a fishing road trip. And we did 

get some nice bass. 

The Delaware Valley Women’s Fly Fishing 

Association suspended all in-person club 

activities for the entire spring quarter of the 

year but has now cautiously resumed local 

fishing outings. The restaurant meals that 

are normally a standard part of our fishing 

outings are of course not possible now. We 

all miss the socializing and camaraderie 

that’s lost. But all of us are so happy to be 

fishing once again with our DVWFFA 

sister anglers.  

I have a few modest trips planned for this 

fall, and it remains to be seen what the 

situation with the Pandemic will be by then. 

I can only wait and hope. 

(Continued from page 1) 

Fly Fishing Through the Pandemic 

By Lester W. Young 

Residents in Southeastern PA will have seen 

this new invasive bug. Farmers and 

gardeners have serious worries with this 

striking and prolific bug, which has no local 

predators to keep them from proliferating 

and attacking trees and vegetables.    

As an inveterate fly tier, I began looking for 

some way to take advantage of this scourge, 

at least from a fly fishing perspective. 

Actually, early this July I came across a 

potential LTF nymph pattern essentially by 

accident. This fortuitous turn of events came 

about when I was on Valley Creek late 

morning, puzzling over trout that were 

cruising out of the normal feeding lanes and 

rising. Although some of the rises were 

midging-like sips, quite a few were plops, 

especially for the cruisers. My usual 

trustworthy midge imitations got little notice, 

and although the day was warming and a 

slight breeze was blowing, various color ants 

got little attention.  

Whether it was Karma, Zen or just plain 

intuition, I tied on a Trico imitation. There 

were no Tricos in the air, on the water, or on 

spider webs. For that matter, in decades of 

looking I have never seen that animal on our 

Valley. To make matters worse, the Trico I 

put on wasn't even the normal Pennsylvania 

size of #22-24, which had started working 

this summer on nearby streams. Rather, it 

was a giant #20, almost an 18, which had 

(Continued on page 4) 

Silver Linings on Lantern Fly Clouds 
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I am sitting here inside with the air 

conditioning ripping away, 76°F inside and 

94°F outside and it is only 12:30 p.m. with 

bright sunshine. 

Heat wave after heat 

wave. The weather 

person mentioned a 

cold front passing 

through that would 

drop the high 

tomorrow to 88° and 

with it we get the 

possibility of severe 

thunderstorms. How 

lovely. I have been 

without power twice 

this year for 

extended periods – I am talking days. I 

finally broke down and bought a generator 

to protect my two freezers and to be able to 

flush toilets. More frequent and severe 

storms is the new normal. Stir the pot. Add 

a little Covid-19 and “bingo,” you have the 

summer of 2020. 

Dirty Water Rule 

After struggling for over twenty years to 

protect and make cleaner our local streams, 

I am still angry that with the stroke of a pen 

the current administration reduced 

protection for our streams with the rollback 

of provisions of the Clean Water Act. The 

administration’s Dirty Water Rule ends 

decades of protections for rain dependent 

streams, most wetlands, certain ponds and 

interstate waters. The following brief 

analysis is based on a National Wildlife 

Federation examination.  

 The rollback Erases protections for 

ephemeral streams, which flow only 

after rain or snow. By EPA’s estimates, 

this accounts for 18% of streams in the 

United States. Though they flow only 

briefly, ephemeral streams can carry 

significant pollution downstream into 

larger waters, polluting fishing spots 

and drinking water sources. These 

streams are important for drinking 

water and are critical for many species 

of fish, especially salmonid (trout) 

species.  

 The rule eliminates a category of 

jurisdictional waters previously known 

as “adjacent waters,” which were 

defined based on their distance from 

other jurisdictional waters. This means 

that no geographically dispersed 

wetlands and fewer lakes and ponds 

would be protected. 

 The rule no longer provides for certain 

wetlands and waterbodies to be 

jurisdictional if they are determined, on 

a case-by-case basis, to have a 

“significant nexus” (chemically, 

physically or biologically) to 

jurisdictional waters. This means that 

ecologically important regional water 

features like pocosins [wetland bog 

with sandy peat soil and woody shrubs 

throughout] and inland marshes known 

as Carolina and Delmarva Bays largely 

lose protection. 

 Interstate waters are no longer 

considered an independent category of 

jurisdictional waters, and would only 

be jurisdictional if they fit within 

another category of jurisdictional 

waters. 

I realize that we are all different and each of 

us marches to a different drummer but as 

members of Trout Unlimited I would 

expect that we would all be incensed at the 

loss of water protections that were so hard 

fought to win and get put in place. We can 

register our feeling at the polls this fall. 

In Pennsylvania 

And so it goes in Pennsylvania. Our 

Pennsylvania elected officials just can’t let 

our government agencies do their job. We 

have multiple examples of the legislature 

mucking around in public health and 

environmental issues. Act 162 of 2014 is a 

perfect example. This act essentially 

changed only NPDES permits for 

Stormwater Discharges Associated with 

(Continued on page 5) 

Pete Goodman 

Environmental Update 

done serious work for me in Montana last 

September. The Tricos out there eat more 

Wheaties or something than their PA 

cousins.  

As you can tell from this lead-up, the trout 

were very enthusiastic about my new 

offering. They slashed at the fly, and in a 

couple of cases, two of them would compete 

for it. After a good handful of the wild 

browns, I tried switching off to other 

patterns, including conventional spent-wing 

Tricos. Other than a rogue that took an ant, 

not much attracted the feeders, even though 

they were still merrily plopping away on 

their invisible victims.  

Over the next few days, I fished several 

other sections of Valley, with very similar 

outcomes.  

The specific pattern that worked is an old 

Lehigh Valley standard, called the 

Philadelphia Lawyer (I assume this is some 

kind of insult) but rebranded Al's Trico by 

Rod at the Little Lehigh Fly Shop. Unlike 

many Trico imitations such as the Peper 

Trico that use twin split white tails as a 

triggering key, this one is tail-free. It is 

unconventional in silhouette, being tied sort 

of backwards: the grizzly hackle (as opposed 

to the usual Trico whites) is half palmered at 

the rear quarter over a bulbous black dubbed 

thorax, and the front half of the hook shank 

is just black thread. If you want to imitate the 

female, I would go a size larger and use 

white thread, or possibly a color to imitate 

the egg mass) on the front for the abdomen.  

Since the early Lanternfly nymph is about 

this size and is black with prominent white 

dots, I assume that is what 

I was inadvertently 

imitating. Certainly, 

Valley has an abundance 

of LTF these days. I took 

as confirmation of my 

assessment that 

subsequent weeks produced less success 

with this #18-20 Trico even though the 

feeding behavior continued to be the same. 

I'm currently trying to figure out how to 

imitate the current instars of the LTF, some 

of which display a lot of red and of course 

are bigger than #18-20. Also the bodies are 

triangular and I think the wings are now 

more prominent.  

Keep tuned as my patterns evolve in sync 

with the development of these rather pretty 

but troublesome invaders.  

(Continued from page 3) 

Silver Linings on Lantern Fly Clouds 
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Construction Activities and relates only to 

riparian buffers. The act adds an option to 

the mandatory use of riparian buffers, 

which allows the use of BMPs or design 

standards that are equivalent in 

effectiveness to riparian forested buffers. 

All that this act does is create confusion in 

the review of applications for NPDES 

permits and give unscrupulous designers 

the ability to provide less buffer for our 

streams. The science says nothing works 

better to provide stream protection from 

runoff and pollution than wide forested 

buffers. The wider the better. 

Another example. The Environmental 

Quality Board published a proposed 

regulation to adopt a manganese water 

quality toxic substances standard that is 

protective of public health in the July 25, 

2020 PA Bulletin for public comment. Why 

would they have to do this you might ask? 

Well, it turns out that a bill added at the last 

minute as part of a budget-related bill in 

2017 eliminated the requirement in place 

for 28 years that the water quality standard 

for manganese be met when water is 

discharged into a stream, and replacing it 

with a requirement that the standard be met 

at the point water is taken out of a stream 

for use as drinking water and without 

regard for the potential impact on fish and 

aquatic life in between. It also directed the 

Environmental Quality Board to adopt a 

proposed manganese standard within 90 

days of 1 milligram/liter. The 1 milligram/

liter standard is 20 times the level of 

manganese water suppliers should have in 

their water supplies, according to EPA’s 

secondary maximum contaminant levels. If 

there is no water supply downstream, there 

effectively is no point of compliance for a 

manganese discharged from mining 

operations, according to the way the bill 

language is drafted. 

The change included in the bill was made at 

the request of the Coal Alliance because 

they had concerns about being able to meet 

the standard for manganese at the point of 

discharge from coal mining and 

reclamation operations. 

So fast forward to now. The article 

published in the July 25, 2020 PA Bulletin 

proposes a criterion of 0.3 mg/L which is 

“expected to protect human health from the 

threshold level toxic effects of 

manganese…” And further is asking us to 

comment on points of compliance as they 

state in this excerpt below. 

”Annex A includes language which 

supports two alternative points of 

compliance for the proposed manganese 

criterion. The first alternative, consistent 

with Act 40, is to move the point of 

compliance to the point of all existing or 

planned surface potable water supply 

withdrawals. The second alternative is to 

maintain the existing point of compliance in 

all surface waters (that is, at the point of 

discharge). The Board is seeking public 

comment on both alternatives.” 

Let them know what you think. I know I 

will. For directions on how to comment see 

the article here in July 25, 2020 PA 

Bulletin . 

Pebble Mine 

Pebble Mine is the one you have all been 

hearing about for all of these many years. I 

have had the good fortune to spend time in 

that incredible part of the world. It is 

dramatically beautiful. Of course, I was 

there in the spring once and the summer 

after that and the lushness is amazing. At 

one point I found myself just looking at the 

hill/mountain sides around the lake and 

trying to imagine what it would look like in 

winter. The fishing was insane. So many 

fish. Sockeye salmon in tremendous 

numbers – way beyond my ability to 

estimate – arctic char, rainbows, lake trout, 

whitefish and northern pike. Sometimes we 

would see upwards of 50 grizzly bears in a 

day. There were moose, wolves, lynx, 

eagles, osprey, terns and gulls. The entire 

ecosystem is driven by sockeye salmon. It 

all could go away. 

On 7/23/2020 the final Environmental 

Impact Statement (FEIS) for the proposed 

Pebble mine was released by the U.S. Army 

Corps of Engineers.  

According to TU’s Meghan Barker of the 

Save Bristol Bay initiative, “We are not 

surprised, but disappointed nevertheless, to 

report that our initial look finds Pebble will 

cause massive impacts to people, fish and 

fish-based industries in Bristol Bay. Even 

worse, the document shows that those 

impacts are underestimated due to lacking 

science.” 

Tell the President to stop Pebble before the 

permit is issued.  

“Despite the FEIS showing that at least 191 

miles of streams and over 4,614 acres of 

wetlands would be impacted by Pebble’s 

phase one plan, major questions are left 

unanswered on the full impact or details of 

the project. These same questions and 

concerns have also been noted and raised 

by state and federal agencies, as well as 

Alaska Senators Lisa Murkowski and Dan 

Sullivan.”  

The FEIS is important because it will be 

used to inform whether Pebble is granted or 

denied their key federal permit, which 

could be as soon as 30 days from today 

[7/23/2020].  

Death by 1000 cuts / Life by 
1000 Trees 

We have locally degraded our trout waters 

over time by the method of 1000 cuts. Each 

new driveway, that new shed, the house 

wedged in down the street, the mature trees 

taken down and not replaced are all 

additional runoff – additional cuts. You 

know, death by 1000 cuts. It is time to take 

those thousand cuts and reverse the pattern. 

Let us all take part of our own yard and 

plant at least one tree. That little tree will 

start making a difference as soon as it is 

planted. It will, because you will look at it 

differently since you planted it and you are 

invested in it. It needs to be a native tree to 

this area suitable for planting in the type of 

soil that you have. It could be any one of 

our numerous native trees, fruit bearing or 

not, large or small. If not a tree, how about 

some native shrubs that will give back to 

you like Highbush Blueberry or 

Elderberry? What about a tree that will 

grow large with a Blueberry on one side 

and an elderberry on the other? It would be 

a perfect fall project. Think blueberry pies 

and elderberry wine in the shade of a white 

oak. 

It has taken me quite a while to come 

around to realizing that one of the easiest, 

cheapest and the best things that we can do 

for our trout in this area is to plant and 

nurture trees. The more the better.  

(Continued from page 4) 

(Continued on page 6) 

Environmental Update 

http://www.pacodeandbulletin.gov/Display/pabull?file=/secure/pabulletin/data/vol50/50-30/992.html
http://www.pacodeandbulletin.gov/Display/pabull?file=/secure/pabulletin/data/vol50/50-30/992.html
http://www.pacodeandbulletin.gov/Display/pabull?file=/secure/pabulletin/data/vol50/50-30/992.html
http://www.pacodeandbulletin.gov/Display/pabull?file=/secure/pabulletin/data/vol50/50-30/992.html
http://www.pacodeandbulletin.gov/Display/pabull?file=/secure/pabulletin/data/vol50/50-30/992.html
https://www.votervoice.net/BroadcastLinks/yjCh9ZPR7Tcs4vpR_usBDg
https://www.votervoice.net/BroadcastLinks/yjCh9ZPR7Tcs4vpR_usBDg
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If you have a yard and it has mown turf 

grass, consider planting a native tree or a 

couple. Each tree planted cancels one of 

those thousands of cuts. 

Turf grass fills our landscape – it is our 

yards, our parks our ball fields our road 

sides. Some of us pay folks to manicure it 

and some of us take special pride in 

maintaining it luxuriantly with frequent 

mowing and special chemical applications 

to make a dark green, weed and insect free 

carpet. It has a runoff coefficient nearly the 

same as concrete. Stormwater runoff sheets 

off a lawn in nearly the quantity as a 

driveway. In the Chesapeake Bay 

watershed, 9.5% of the land cover is turf 

grass – a whopping 3.8 million acres. To 

those turf grass acres, it is estimated that we 

apply 215 million pounds of fertilizer and 

19 million pounds of pesticide/herbicide 

active ingredients every year. Much of that 

fertilizer and pesticide/herbicide ends up in 

our waters polluting it and making them 

unsuitable for trout. The US Department of 

Energy estimates that we use 1.2 million 

gallons of gasoline annually for mowing 

our lawns.  

We need to shift how we think about lawns. 

We need to see our lawns as opportunities 

to help Mother Nature to get water from 

rain and other storms back into the ground 

to feed the streams with base flow of clean 

cold water. Trees help us do that. But they 

do so much more. Trees reduce pollution. 

One acre of trees or forest allows only 1.68 

pounds of nitrogen to discharge annually 

where an acre of turf grass allows 11.19 

pounds. Trees allows only 0.06 pounds per 

acre per year of phosphorus to discharge 

while turf grass allows 0.86 pound/acre/

year. Trees provide many benefits 

beyond water quality improvements. 

Trees help: 

 Improve air quality by catching 

particulate matter and absorbing air 

pollutants. 

 Reduce urban temperatures by 

shading roads, parking lots, 

sidewalks, rooftops and streams. 

 Help mitigate climate change by 

absorbing greenhouse gases. 

 

 Serve as an important wildlife 

habitat for birds and insects. 

 Enhance the aesthetic value, 

increase property values, and 

increase recreational opportunities 

within the community. 

Stroud Water Research Center has a 

program “Fish Grow on Trees”. You should 

check it out. They are also a great source 

for tree lists for native tree and where they 

should be planted. Check out what they 

have available at https://stroudcenter.org/

restoration/streamside-forests/.  

DCNR is also a good place to seek 

information on what type of tree you might 

want to plant. Or if you just want to talk to 

me, give me a call at 610-827-7619 or 

email me at peteg@bee.net. 

Wilson Farm Park Rain Gardens 

We have been doing some gardening in the 

pandemic. A small group of dedicated 

VFTU folks and several others including a 

Master Watershed Steward and members of 

the Tredyffrin EAC and Tredyffrin’s 

Stormwater Task Force have been helping 

us to formulate a plan to actually move 

forward and improve the look of the Wilson 

Farm park rain gardens. The gardens were 

diagnosed with an infestation of the weed 

mugwort. It is a particularly virulent weed 

that immediately out competes almost 

everything else forming a mono culture. 

The mugwort had taken over between a 

third and half of each garden. The solution 

was to weed whack it very short and cover 

the area with black plastic to bake out the 

root system. We will return in 6 weeks or 

so to remove the plastic and plant the bare 

spaces with a rain garden seed mix. 

The other portions of the gardens were 

weeded to remove other invasives 

(Canadian thistle, mile-a-minute, and 

Japanese hops mostly). Some flowers were 

introduced into the gardens when Anne 

Murphy donated a number of Bee Balm and 

Cone Flowers. Stay tuned – this is an 

ongoing project. If it sounds like something 

you would like to be involved in please 

email me at peteg@bee.net. 

 

 

 

Tredyffrin Township Stormwater 
Task Force 

A couple of members of VFTU have been 

working as consultants to the Tredyffrin 

Township Stormwater Task Force. The 

Task Force is a group of citizens, township 

staff and elected officials who have been 

tasked to look at Tredyffrin’s stormwater 

problems, quantify and analyze them and 

make recommendations to the Board of 

Supervisors on actions that will solve, 

lessen the impact or in other ways deal with 

stormwater issues that have plagued the 

township for years in nearly all of the 

watersheds in the township. Even in the 

face of the pandemic the Task Force has 

made some real progress getting research 

done. They have produced a map of 

stormwater complaints with an associated 

database which incorporated citizen 

complaints compiled by a Task Force 

survey. The map and database also include 

occurrence information from township staff 

sources and emergency responders. The 

subcommittee charged with reviewing 

ordinances has reviewed at least 10 

township’s ordinances and zoning codes 

comparing them to Tredyffrin’s codes. Out 

of that review will come some 

recommendations for modifications and/or 

additions to Tredyffrin’s suite of codes. 

Another subcommittee was looking into 

funded stormwater utilities. There work 

was definitely slowed down due to 

government shut downs but are now getting 

some of the information that they were 

requesting. The Task Force is moving 

forward. 

I have been doing this for 20 
years 

As I said earlier, I have been doing this for 

more than 20 years, being and advocate and 

activist for clean water in our streams and 

rivers. I learned to water ski in the 1960s on 

the Schuylkill River where I never wanted 

to fall into that awful water or put my feet 

down and touch that yucky bottom. Some 

of our streams were open sewers back then. 

That is why the Clean Streams Law was 

passed. One of my mentors, Carl 

Dusinberre said in 1988, “I am amazed that 

trout are still in West Valley and Valley 

Creeks. I was willing to work, cheerlead, 

(Continued from page 5) 

(Continued on page 7) 

Environmental Update 

https://stroudcenter.org/restoration/streamside-forests/
https://stroudcenter.org/restoration/streamside-forests/
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By Peter K. Lee 

The business park and housing development on Route 29 

surrounding the large lake at the PA Turnpike slip-ramp is called 

Atwater. The area does look different today than it did 45 years ago 

when living in an apartment across the street in Pete Melchiorre’s 

house and barbershop. The Grand Pop of a classmate at Conestoga. 

Yes, a local boy. At that time, it was a working limestone quarry. 

The name I remember as Warner but there were probably others. 

Long before they dug that 

hole there was a tributary 

to Valley Creek that 

started at a spring near 

Sidley Rd. You can see it 

on Google maps today. On 

the map it seems to 

disappear at route 29. 

Times change and quarries 

come and go. Progress 

happens? The tributary is 

still there, just not on the 

surface. When it gets to 

Route 29 it gets scary. It 

goes into huge corrugated 

pipes mixing with 

stormwater from the slip-

ramps and Turnpike, Great 

Valley Corporate Center 

and from Route 29. A fast 

track to the quarry at 

Atwater, in it goes!  

Well, many years ago, some forward thinking VFTU members 

thought the now Atwater quarry may supply cold water to Valley 

Creek when it fills. The quarry was in closure and they had to jump 

through some hoops. Thankfully, closing a quarry is not like 

closing the door and leaving. The water level was rising slowly 

when they shut down the dewatering pumps. With some push and 

shove by VFTU they agreed with our plan and added the hardware 

to the closure agreement. By the calculations, the quarry had a long 

time before it would be filled. It filled much faster than the 

calculations! 

Now, there is a 14 foot overflow pipe under the road on the East 

side for when things get bad as the overflow. Under that pipe there 

is an 18 inch pipe that starts 40 feet below the water surface then up 

and through the earthen dam to the other side. A siphon was 

formed. The water did rise faster than calculated and was first 

started with a pump tethered in the quarry. Once the siphon was 

started it hasn’t stopped. The pump was at the ready for several 

years but was removed some time ago. Cedar Hollow Run was 

reconnected to Valley Creek.  

We also have some of the stormwater from the homes at Atwater 

entering the quarry. It all 

flows downhill! Most of 

the mud has stopped as the 

sites are now mostly 

completed. This cold 

water is not the only 

reason Valley is the 

fishery it is, but it helps! 

Upstream from the cold-

water entrance of Cedar 

Hollow Run to Valley we 

still have a very robust 

trout population. We are 

very fortunate! 

Today, 7/23/2020 I was 

doing my rounds, poking 

and prodding Valley for 

more secrets. The USGS 

site had some high temps 

that made me curious. I 

checked the quarry for any 

overflow, none. I checked 

the flow downstream at the staff gauge 2.28, good. Temperature 

downstream 56*F good. The air temperature was just too hot for 

too long and the rain on the hot parking lots and roads got the best 

of a wonderful stream. That night we got another 0.3” after 

midnight. The water temperature bumped to 72*F and dropped 

back to only 69*F overnight. 

Our Valley browns can survive a lot. Just something we need to be 

aware of. Carry a thermometer and use it through the day. 

Mornings are usually cool, but not the morning of the 24th!! The 

USGS sites are a wonderful tool as well. Do some reading and pick 

a temperature cutoff that sends you fishing elsewhere. Mine is 

about 66*. 

Cedar Hollow Run 

Chart from the USGS site:  

https://waterdata.usgs.gov/pa/nwis/uv?site_no=01473169 

donate, but was not optimistic. Even now, I 

am not sure there will be trout in these 

streams in ten years...” That was 32 years 

ago now. Well Carl, though gone now, did 

live to see that there were still wild trout in 

Valley Creek at least and he had the 

satisfaction of being a lead player in the 

effort to restore McIlvaine Run where trout 

eggs have been planted again. Carl would be 

pleased. But just because we still have wild 

trout in Valley and perhaps some young of 

the year in West Valley, we have no cause to 

celebrate. The threats to these fish are real. 

These hot, hot days and low stream flows 

are really tough on the trout. If you must 

fish, and I get that part, how about carp? 

Actually, my preference is smallmouth. 

Stay cool, stay safe and stay healthy. Plant a 

tree. 

(Continued from page 6) 

Environmental Update 

https://waterdata.usgs.gov/pa/nwis/uv?site_no=01473169
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By Al Renzi 

Well, the answer is not so straightforward, so 

“maybe” might be the best answer for now.  

In the Pickering Creek watershed, we are 

fortunate to have much preserved land and 

those preserved lands contain cold springs 

that feed multiple tributaries that eventually 

end up in the Pickering Creek. 

The question we seek to answer is … do 

these preserved lands and headwater streams 

offer potential for our native brook trout 

beyond the cold springs that served as our 

pilot brook trout egg study at Historic 

Yellow Springs this past season? One of the 

challenges in undertaking such an effort is to 

determine how one can address this at a 

watershed level rather than looking at a few 

acres at a time. A path to accomplishing this 

goal is through our ongoing efforts to partner 

with land trust organizations that have larger 

swaths of land that have conservation 

easements on them.  Land trust 

organizations, such as Natural Lands who 

own Binky Lee and Bryn Coed preserves, 

encompasses over 1700 acres of the 

Pickering Creek headwaters.  Individual 

landowners that we propose to work with 

and that have easements on their property 

through the French and Pickering Creeks 

Conservation Trust represent an additional 

200 acres of land that is contained in the 

Pickering Creek headwaters.  With the 

combined efforts of our Chapter as well as 

our land trust and watershed partners 

including Stroud Water Research Center, the 

brook trout project will give us access to 

1900 acres of the Pickering Creek watershed.  

Having worked to obtain this organizational 

partnership and land foundation to build on, 

we are well positioned to determine if it is 

not only feasible to reintroduce our native 

brook trout to the Pickering headwaters, but 

also, in the long term, to see if we can make 

a difference in improving the water quality 

of the Pickering Creek watershed. 

The Pickering Creek main stem, both 

upstream and downstream, has been 

monitored using the Stroud Water Research 

Center’s data loggers for several years.  

These stream devices continually monitor 

temperature, conductivity, depth and 

turbidity. It has become apparent through 

this monitoring that it would be challenging 

for brook trout to survive in temperatures 

that range into the mid-70’s during the 

summer.  Trout Unlimited has supported 

trout in the classroom programs for many 

years in Pennsylvania, and brook trout eggs 

were provided to schools for educational 

purposes.  The brook trout fry from the 

Montgomery School program, which is next 

to Pickering Creek, were released each 

spring. In 2009, The Academy of Natural 

Sciences conducted an electrofishing study at 

the Montgomery School site and did not 

identify brook trout.  In July 2019, an 

electrofishing study conducted by the 

Academy of Natural Sciences on Pigeon 

Run, a tributary to the Pickering Creek, 

identified one 13 inch brook trout and one 3 

inch brown trout.  The temperature of the 

creek at the time of the electrofishing was 64 

degrees, conductivity was 335.7uS/cm, pH 

was 7.01 and dissolved oxygen was 9.88 mg/

L.(Dr. Erik Silldorff, Delaware Riverkeeper 

Network, personal communication).  

Although finding one brook trout in Pigeon 

Run, a tributary to the Pickering Creek, is 

not indicative of a more widespread presence 

of brook trout in the watershed, we believe it 

warrants further investigation as to the extent 

of brook trout habitat and optimal conditions 

required.  

As a part of the PATU Forever Wild Grant 

monies received in 2019, we were able to 

purchase temperature loggers to measure 

temperatures at Historic Yellow Springs in 

Chester County, which contains a tributary to 

Pickering Creek. This small historical 

village, home to a Revolutionary War 

Hospital and a place where George 

Washington and his troops camped, has a 

variety of cold springs that flow into an 

unnamed tributary to the Pickering main 

stem. Our question at the time was whether 

the cold springs and seeps flowing from the 

Historic Yellow Springs property could 

provide enough buffering capacity to keep 

the temperatures in the low to upper sixties 

at most.  We were able to validate through 

the use of the temperature loggers that the 

cold springs provided 55 degree water 

consistently during the course of the year.  

Additionally three loggers were placed 

within 200 yards of the cold springs to 

determine if there is any cold spring 

buffering capacity to keep the temperatures 

in the 60s during the summer months.   

With temperature monitoring initiated, in 

December of 2019, we purchased brook trout 

eggs and planted them at the cold springs in 

Historic Yellow Springs and in West Valley. 

We did identify brook trout fry in mid-

December, 2019 and monitored their 

progress during the month of January.  As of 

July, 2020, we have assembled temperature 

data from the temperature loggers at Historic 

Yellow Spring to determine if there was 

indeed cool water buffering from the cold 

springs.  The data indicate that temperatures 

this summer are currently trending into the 

mid-70s during the day for Historic Yellow 

Springs tributary sites when the air 

temperature has been hovering in the 85-90 

degree range. This is not good news and is 

inconsistent with our single measurement 

monitoring during August of 2018 when we 

found August temperatures trending only 

into the high 60s.  We believe the 

explanation for this temperature discrepancy 

may be that in 2018-19, the weather was 

cooler and rain events were more frequent, 

resulting in higher stream flows, spring seeps 

and cooler water temperatures.  This 

summer, rain events have been much less 

frequent and air temps are trending 

consistently into the high 80s to low 90s.  

These factors, coupled with low water flows, 

may be the reason that tributary temperatures 

are trending higher in 2020 versus when we 

measured tributary temperatures in the 

summer of 2018-2019.   

Even though our temperature loggers in the 

vicinity of the Historic Yellow Springs 

tributary demonstrate that conditions are not 

ideal for brook trout, we believe that brook 

trout seeking colder water could congregate 

in the areas of the spring seeps, which are 

frequent along this tributary. We also believe 

upstream migration of brook trout could 

allow for cooler and more suitable 

temperatures as well. Once cooler 

temperatures are upon us, we will look at 

specific pools for the presence of brook trout 

survivors in the vicinity of Historic Yellow 

Springs. 

Now that we have a better understanding of 

the cold spring potential at the Historic 

Yellow Springs site, we then undertook to 

study the potential of other headwater areas 

of the Pickering Creek Watershed. We are 

primarily focused on conserved lands that 

are greater than 25 acres, have good 

woodland/forest cover, stream temperatures 

in the mid-60s when air temperatures are in 

the 90s, and good conductivity, pH, 

dissolved oxygen levels and 

macroinvertebrate populations (determined 

initially by qualitative assessment). Both 

Natural Lands and French and Pickering 

(Continued on page 9) 

Can We Bring Back Native Brook Trout to the Pickering Creek Watershed? 
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Creeks Conservation Trust have allowed 

access to their preserve and homeowner 

properties which include tributaries to the 

Pickering Creek, so that we could 

preliminarily assess the potential for our 

brook trout project. 

To date, we have identified a number of 

unnamed tributaries to the Pickering Creek 

that we believe would be good choices for 

our brook trout and stream monitoring 

program. Our goal would be to install 

temperature loggers at these sites to monitor 

the daily temperatures over a period of 

several years. In addition, we will monitor 

pH, conductivity and dissolved oxygen as 

well as conduct qualitative and quantitative 

macroinvertebrate studies of these selected 

candidate tributaries. If during this summer 

timeframe, if we continue to see cool 

temperatures in the midst of 85-95 degree 

air temperatures, we would consider these 

areas as potential brook trout development 

opportunities. 

As a reference point and a control of sorts, 

we would also like to monitor wild brook 

trout streams in southeast PA to get a better 

understanding of brook trout adaptability 

and tolerances. Candidate streams we are 

considering include an unnamed tributary in 

the Natural Lands ChesLen Preserve.  By 

benchmarking wild brook trout streams in 

the vicinity of the Pickering Creek 

watershed, we can learn more about the 

temperature, dissolved oxygen and 

conductivity tolerances as well as percent 

forest cover and macroinvertebrate profile 

where brook trout are currently residing.  

This data would then be used to compare to 

the Pickering Creek watershed test sites to 

see what insights we can derive from these 

data in terms of optimizing our chances of 

identifying prime habitat for brook trout in 

the southeast PA region, and in particular, 

Chester County. 

Our brook trout program can also provide a 

tangible benefit and emotional connection 

for landowners that gives them a concrete 

reason to take care of their land and the 

pristine water that flows through them. 

Whenever we talk to landowners or land 

trust personnel, they are excited about the 

possibility of bringing back our native 

brook trout and can relate to the idea of 

brook trout being the “canary in the coal 

mine” for stream health.  We hope that this 

initiative and the education that goes along 

with it, will serve to incentivize landowners 

to plant more riparian buffers, reduce runoff 

and pollution and to appreciate the benefits 

of bringing back the brook trout to areas 

that will support this beautiful native fish.   

The fact that these select properties 

currently have cold water tributaries that are 

maintaining reasonable temperatures in the 

summer months is further incentive to take 

action in the face of climate change and 

future development inevitabilities.  

Our longer term goal, in the event that we 

can build a favorable data set of 

temperature, fish populations, 

macroinvertebrate populations and riparian 

buffers, would be to seek Exceptional Value 

status for select tributaries of the Pickering 

watershed in conjunction and consultation 

with our water conservation and land trust 

partners. This goal is a long ways off, and it 

is easy to think about what can go wrong 

and why it will never work out.  With that 

said, given the enthusiastic land trust and 

landowner interest and participation and 

interest on the part of our membership, I 

think my choice is to think about what can 

go right and embrace the possibility that it 

might just work out in some way that is 

hard to predict at this early stage. 

(Continued from page 8) 

For Sale! 

Leaders with 
Tippet Rings 

already attached! 
All you have to do is add your tippet. 

Leaders last longer and no need to tie 

blood knots, so you save time and money. 

Available in 7 ½ and 9 ft. Lengths 

Tapered to 3X or 5X 

1 for $3.50, 2 for $6.00 

shipping included 

To order, contact  Charlie Griffen at  

c.griffenod @ verizon.net 

All proceeds go to VFTU 

Can We Bring Back Native Brook Trout to the Pickering Creek Watershed? 

Pre-Qualified Tributaries as of July, 2020  

Tributary 
Air Temp 
(F) 

Water Temp 
(F) 

Dissolved  
Oxygen mg/L 

Conductivity 
uS/cm 

Acreage 

Bryn Coed 950 62.80 7.3 203 32 

Binky Lee 950 66.50 8.1 202 500 

Unnamed 860 63.80 7.1 182 60 
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When we question and explore, we learn and 

grow.  One hot and humid June afternoon, 

even an avid fisherman as I had to sit down 

on a log and rest.  In 

the riffle above me a 

little boy was playing 

in the water, throwing 

stones, exploring, and 

touching gingerly in his 

little bucket tiny 

creatures scraped up 

from the bottom, gently 

assisted by his mother.  

After a while, seeing rising trout I waded 

into the pool a little above them.  A few 

minutes later, on the trail near me appeared 

the boy and his mother.  “He wanted to see 

what you are doing,” she said in a calm, 

melodious voice.  “Well, I’m fishing for 

trout with a fly that looks like an ant—here it 

is.”  I showed them the fly, we talked for a 

moment, and then the mother took her son 

back into the stream before they left for 

home. 

Reflecting on what happened took me back 

to being a curious child.  I wanted to learn, 

understand, know, and constantly asked 

questions.  You remember doing that, too, 

when you think back: “What is that?  What’s 

its name?  Why do you do that?”  Patient 

family members answer as best they can and 

encourage the child to keep on wondering 

and questioning because we learn this way.  

I remember the delight that came when an 

answer came and I understood, indeed, a 

delight that still steals over me whenever I 

learn something difficult.  Guided by a wise 

mother, that little boy in Valley Creek was 

exploring the growing power in head, hands, 

lips, ears, nose, fingertips coming together, 

and by so doing he entered the company of 

every child back to the beginning of time.  

Being in the stream on that humid afternoon 

introduced him to living water, an 

experience he was going to need in the years 

ahead. 

Even though I am getting pretty old, I still 

have a lot of curiosity.  When I had cataract 

surgery a year ago, after an afternoon walk, I 

sat upon a bench overlooking a pond.  

Though a cold breeze was blowing, the 

February late afternoon sun shone warmly.  

Everything looked normal.  Outlines of bare-

branched trees were reflected on the green-

tinted water. 

“Well,” I said to myself, “Let’s see what 

happens when only I look though my new 

lens.”  The sky was bright blue, and snow on 

the pond’s bank gleamed white with bluish 

tints.  “Amazing,” I marveled, “and now 

let’s look through the eye which still has its 

cataract.”  I could see, but the shining light 

was missing.  “Those cataracts grew so 

slowly I didn’t realize how much they were 

clouding my vision,” I reflected. 

Now every time I’m on the water, colors 

stand out.  I stop casting and see sky as blue 

as it was when I was a child.  “How 

wonderful it is to see clearly again,” I 

rejoice.  “Earth shines with light.  I’ve got to 

pause, look, and fully see while I still am 

able.” 

Shining Light 

 

5716 Kennett Pike, Suite D 
Centerville, DE 19807 

Hours: Tue thru Friday 10 am-7pm 

Saturday 10 am-5 pm 

Phone: 302-654-6515 
Mobile: 302-743-0966 
Fax: 302-654-6533 

Email: AMHeadflyfisher@AOL.com 

Website: www.amarbleheadflyfisher.com 

Terry Peach 

A Marblehead Flyfisher 

Please 
Patronize 

Our 
Advertisers 

Their generous 

donations and 

discounts make 

our raffles 

possible. 

Thanks! 

VFTU 

ARE YOU CONNECTED?? 
We need your help. At this time, of our 850 Chapter Members, we are only reaching about 250 
people when we send out our monthly email notices of chapter activities. What that tells us is that 
our email database needs to be updated so that it better reflects our membership and so that we can 
do a better job of communicating our activities beyond our quarterly newsletter BankNotes, website 
and social media. 

You should be getting emails from National TU and from Valley Forge Trout Unlimited. 

PLEASE HELP UPDATE OUR EMAIL LIST — SEND A NOTE TO: 

al@yellowspringsfarm.com 

Brandywine Trout Lilly 

Photo by Charlie Griffin 

Streams don’t make trout, watersheds do. 

Joe Armstrong 
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VFTU Officers, Board of Directors and Program Leads 

The Valley Forge Chapter of Trout Unlimited is dedicated to preserving, protecting, 
and restoring trout habitat throughout Chester County, Pennsylvania. 

Its 800+ members and affiliates are engaged in the fight to preserve our precious 
coldwater resources. All similarly inclined persons are invited to join. Refer to the 
membership application form found in the back of this issue of BankNotes. 

 

YES! Please begin my one-year membership in Trout Unlimited. I understand my dues pay-
ment entitles me to all regular membership benefits including a personal membership card and 
quarterly issues of Trout magazine. VFTU members also receive our quarterly newsletter 
BankNotes. 

Name ___________________________________________________________________  

Address _________________________________________________________________  

 ________________________________________________________________________  

City ____________________________________________________________________  

State ________  Zip  _____________ 

Phone _________ -  _________ - ______________________ 

*Email __________________________________________________________________  

*Trout Unlimited does not make email addresses available to outside parties, for any reason, 

ever. By providing your email address you help us reduce mailing and printing costs, which in 

turn helps the environment. 

Trout Unlimited is incorporated as a 501(C)3 non-profit, educational, charitable organization, 

and all monetary and property donations are tax deductible to the extent allowed by law.  

Please select membership category: 

□ Regular $35 □ Family $55 

For other membership categories, visit the 

Trout Unlimited website at www.tu.org 

Payment enclosed: $ ________________  
Make checks payable to Trout Unlimited 

Pay by credit card: 

Account Number: __________________________________________  

Name on Card: ____________________________________________  

Expiration Date:_______/__________ 

Signature: ________________________________________________  

 Enclosed is my employer’s matching contribution gift form. This is in addition to my mem-

bership application and payment. 

To ensure correct New Member Rebate, the VFTU chapter number is: 290 
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to complete address change. 

All others, send changes of address to: 

VFTU 

PO Box 1356 

West Chester, PA 19380 

Update our list by sending an Email to: 

al@yellowspringsfarm.com 
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VFTU Membership Meetings  
Held the second Thursday of each month at 7:30 PM 

September through May NOTE: No General Meeting in March 
See our website at www.valleyforgetu.org for upcoming meeting information 

 

YES! Please begin my one-year membership in Trout Unlimited. I under-
stand my dues payment entitles me to all regular membership benefits 
including a personal membership card and quarterly issues of Trout 
magazine. VFTU members also receive our quarterly newsletter Bank-
Notes. 

Name _________________________________________________________________  

Address _______________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________  

City ___________________________________________________________________  

State ________  Zip  _____________ 

Phone _________ -  _________ - ______________________ 

*Email ________________________________________________________________  

*Trout Unlimited does not make email addresses available to outside parties, for 
any reason, ever. By providing your email address you help us reduce mailing and 
printing costs, which in turn helps the environment. 

Trout Unlimited is incorporated as a 501(C)3 non-profit, educational, charitable 
organization, and all monetary and property donations are tax deductible to the 
extent allowed by law.  

Please select membership category: 

□ Regular $35 □ Family $55 

For other membership categories, visit the 
Trout Unlimited website at www.tu.org 

Payment enclosed: $ ________________  
Make checks payable to Trout Unlimited 

Pay by credit card: 

Account Number: _______________________________________  

Name on Card: __________________________________________  

Expiration Date:_______/__________ 

Signature: ______________________________________________  

 Enclosed is my employer’s matching contribution gift form. This is in 

addition to my membership application and payment. 

To ensure correct New Member Rebate, the VFTU chapter number is: 290 

 

Come One, Come All! September’s  
Membership Meeting will be Held On-line! 

Attend this special event on Thursday, September 10, 2020 at 7:30 
PM Eastern Time (US and Canada) 

Zoom Meeting Link 
Web address:.https://us02web.zoom.us/s/82380519464 

Topic: VFTU General Membership Meeting - September 

Join by Phone 
Dial in the US: 1 + (929) 436-2866 or 1 + (669) 900-6833 

(for higher quality, dial a number based on your current location) 

Webinar ID: 823 8051 9464 

VFTU will host our first ever webinar on 

Thursday, September 10th at 7:30 PM., 

and we couldn’t be happier about our 

guest presenter and his topic. 

Cory Trego, Water Resources Planner at 

the Chester County Water Resource 

Authority (CCWRA), will present 

“Improving brook trout angling through 

landscape-scale restoration in the 

Potomac Headwaters”. Cory will discuss 

the stream and watershed restoration 

techniques that TU and its partners 

employ in the Potomac to improve brook 

trout populations and will discuss some 

of the improvement in brook trout 

population that we have seen. 

Prior to his role with the CCWRA, Cory 

served as the Potomac Headwaters 

Home River Initiative’s Project Leader 

with Trout Unlimited, where he worked 

with a suite of conservation partners to 

plan and implement a land-scape scale 

brook trout restoration initiative. He 

holds a Masters of Science in Wildlife 

and Fisheries Resources from West 

Virginia University and Bachelors of 

Science in Biology from Lycoming 

College. 

We are excited to announce that the 2020 
Fly Fishing Film Tour will be screened 
virtually this year. All tickets purchased 
through this link 
https://flyfilmtour.myeventscenter.com/
event/Pennsylvania-Phoenixville-2020-F3t-
Digital-Event-38575 
will support the participating Southeast PA 
Trout Unlimited Chapters. 

Those who purchase tickets will have the 
opportunity to view the film on their 
computer at any time between August 27th 
and September 2nd. 

The Fly Fishing Film tour is hosting a 
virtual raffle with over $2,000 worth of fly 
fishing gear which you can view and 
purchase raffle tickets here: 
https://go.eventgroovefundraising.com/
f3t2020patu 
All proceeds go to the Southeast PA Trout 
Unlimited Chapters. 

If you have any questions, you can contact 
the local event organizer Carter Satterfield 
via email at cartersatterfield@gmail.com 

http://www.valleyforgetu.org
https://us02web.zoom.us/s/82380519464
https://flyfilmtour.myeventscenter.com/event/Pennsylvania-Phoenixville-2020-F3t-Digital-Event-38575
https://flyfilmtour.myeventscenter.com/event/Pennsylvania-Phoenixville-2020-F3t-Digital-Event-38575
https://flyfilmtour.myeventscenter.com/event/Pennsylvania-Phoenixville-2020-F3t-Digital-Event-38575
https://go.eventgroovefundraising.com/f3t2020patu
https://go.eventgroovefundraising.com/f3t2020patu
mailto:cartersatterfield@gmail.com

