VALLEY FORGE TROUT UNLIMITED
By Chuck Marshall and Owen Owens

Trench crates with 95% void space
On a beautiful morning, June 20,
the Valley Creek Restoration
Partnership hosted a tour of the
four infiltration trenches that

were installed in steep Crabby
Creek watershed residential
neighborhoods to detain and
infiltrate stormwater runoff from
yards, driveways, roofs and
streets. The stormwater flowing
from Crabby Creek finds its way
into Valley Creek and adds to one
of the biggest issues facing the
health of the stream. The upper
part of Crabby Creek watershed
is 30% impervious with roads
accounting for just over half of
the total. One trench on Robbins
Lane was installed in 2010 and
the three on Hilltop Lane,
Friendship Drive and Dayleview
Road were installed in 2018.
(Continued on page 6)
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Broken Promise
Early in the morning of April 23 a
pipeline ruptured sending a
torrent of water and mud down a
tributary of Little Valley Creek
and then into Valley Creek.
Under any
circumstances
such as a storm,
the extra water
poses a serious
problem for the
creeks as their
banks are
eroded, the
creeks become
wider and

Restoring Crabby Creek’s
Watershed

Fish kill on Valley Creek

shallower, and trout habitat is
compromised. However, this spill
was much worse. This water was
drinking water; it was
chlorinated.
(Continued on page 2)
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Remember taking home that
goldfish from the local fair and
putting tap water into its bowl?
The next morning the fish was
belly-up. Why? The chlorine in
the water destroys the gills of fish
and other aquatic organisms,
including organisms that fish eat.
The fish cannot breathe so they
suffocate. This is what happened
to the fish in Little Valley and
Valley Creek, from the point
where the water entered the
creeks all the way downstream to
Knox Covered Bridge in Valley
Forge National Historic Park,
and probably all the way to the
Schuylkill River. Dead and dying,
gasping fish littered the streams
and stream banks.
At first, the news channel
announced that a water main
break caused a road closure. But,
that was not quite true. The
ruptured pipeline was part of a
fire suppression line for a PECO
facility. And, as it happens, it was
the very same fire suppression
line that ruptured and caused a
major fish kill on May 29, 2009.
PECO was contrite then and
promised they would do whatever
it took to make sure it never
happened again. They broke their
promise. We are still trying to get
answers to our questions
regarding how this happened less
than 10 years later and what is
really being done so we and the
fish do not face another repeat.
Stay tuned.

Infiltration
On a much happier note, Chuck
Marshall led a successful effort to
install stormwater infiltration
trenches in the upper portion of
Crabby Creek watershed, a
tributary to Little Valley Creek.
These trenches are fitted with
custom sized water containment
structures that are a new, very
cool design. The trenches will
address the stormwater
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generated in the steep hillsides of
this watershed that has been
causing problems in Little Valley
and Valley Creeks. The water
containment structures are
rectangular boxes made of
perforated grates. The structures
are covered in material that
allows water in, but not silt, sand,
mud or debris. Stormwater is
captured in the structure and
released slowly over a period of
time.

A TV Star is Born

Dave Dickens, VFTU Board
member and chair of our youth
programs was captured on
camera by an ABC Channel 6
cameraman. The occasion was a
press event hosted by Delaware
River Keepers to bring attention
to the importance of migratory
fish. The venue was Penn Treaty
Park along the Delaware River in
Philadelphia. Dave spoke about
the different fish that migrate up
the river and took the
opportunity to talk about VFTU’s
Trout in the Classroom (TIC)
efforts that currently include
nine participating schools with
several more looking to join.
Several interesting but morbid
occurrences took place not
scheduled as part of the event.
Just when the event started,
numerous police cars with sirens
blaring and lights flashing,
emergence vehicles and even a
tow truck rushed on the scene.
We were told that a boat had
gotten stuck in the river. What
really happened was a body was
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found floating in the river.
Actually, it was half a body, the
other half having been found a
day or two earlier. Life in the big
city. There was also a group of
students making a lot of noise
until their attention was drawn
to a short-nosed sturgeon carcass
that washed up on the bank.

The Next Generation
The nine schools that participate
in our Trout in the Classroom
program mentioned above all
successfully released the trout
they raised from eggs at the end
of this school year. Dave pulled
one out of his hat when one of the
schools experienced a power
outage. Dave was able to locate a
replacement chiller for the
aquarium and the fish were
saved. The TIC program is tied
into a rigorous academic
curriculum so that the students
learn first-hand the biology of the
fish, what allows them to thrive
as well as stream ecology. The
students brought the fish, now
fingerling size, to local streams
and let them swim away. The next
school year will bring another
batch of trout eggs and new eager
students who will raise them.
This past May, Dave and other
volunteers from VFTU helped
youngsters and their parents
learn to fish at the first Family
Fishing Day hosted by the Lower
Merion Conservancy. The event
was well attended and lots of kids
and some parents fished for the
first time. Our conservation
message was delivered with the
fishing lessons and it was good to
see kids having fun away from an
electronic device.

Knowledge Transfer
Also this May VFTU conducted
our annual all-day fly fishing
school. We had a very active class
of 21 students, all of whom
(Continued on page 3)
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learned about trout and the types and varieties of insects they eat.
They also learned how to string up a fly rod and tie the most useful
knots, how to cast, how to approach a stream and where to cast. Then
the students were guided individually on the stream. Oh, and the
students were fed three delicious meals.
This July VFTU taught a fly fishing course to a group of Valley Forge
National Historic Park folks, split equally among young summer
interns and regular staff who were interested in learning as well. The
course followed a similar path as our fly fishing school, though there
was not as much time. It was another great day and the students were
infected with a desire to get in the stream and chase fish.
If any VFTU members are just beginning their fly fishing journeys or
would like to refresh rusty fly fishing skills, our fly fishing school is
the right place to start. However, if you do not want to wait till May,
let us know and we will do our best to match you with an experienced
member for a fly fishing outing on a more informal basis. There is
nothing like an experienced hand to help shorten the learning curve.

A Big Thank You, Bill
VFTU, like any organization, is always on the lookout for new talent.
So it was quite a pleasant surprise when a tall gregarious guy walked
into a board meeting and announced he wanted to help. And, help he
did. Bill Litty brought his energy and ideas to VFTU and made us
better. He put together an outing for our 40th anniversary that
included a scenic train ride, refreshments en route, and a barbeque.
He has always been willing to help with any project from stream cleanups to the Spring Trout Show. He not only changed the Trout Show
raffle approach using a mobile PA system and an off-kilter sense of
humor, he also expanded our prize selection with the very popular
Great Outdoors Raffle. Bill also demonstrated his generosity by
donating trail bikes to the raffle, among other items. When VFTU
added our mobile app, it was Bill who
put together the folks to make it happen
and he has managed it once up and
running.
In their free time, Bill and his wife,
Mary, volunteer with Habitat for
Humanity. You will be missed, Bill and
Mary. Tennessee is lucky to get you.

Help Wanted
With Bill’s departure to points south,
VFTU will need someone to manage our
mobile app. If you or someone you know
would like to give us a hand and learn
about mobile apps, please contact me.
Experience is a plus, but not necessary.
Also, Trout Unlimited, our parent
organization, has decided to change our
financial calendar and reporting. This is
causing some strain on VFTU as we
convert to the new system. If you have a
financial or accounting background and
can help us out, please contact me.
WWW.VALLEYFORGETU.ORG
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Valley Creek Survey
By Al Renzi

Valley Forge Trout Unlimited,
with a 40+ year history of
conserving, protecting and
restoring our cold water streams,
has over 800 members. As an
organization, it is important to
balance and align this mission
with the interests and lifestyles of
our membership. What has
worked in the past may not be the
only approach in the future.
Traditional modes of
communication with members are
important. In the age of social
media, the communication and
outreach tools are changing. At
VFTU, we have made strides to
evolve our communications
strategy beyond our very popular
BankNotes newsletter and
website. We are active on
Facebook and also communicate
through our recently launched
VFTU app. But the question
remains, “How can we do better
with engagement, involvement
and communication?”
It is in our interest to understand
our members so that we can
better tailor our programs and
activities to increase member
interest and engagement in
VFTU’s mission and goals. At the
same time, we should continue to
be a resource for conservation
education, veterans and young
adults.
To this end, Pete Lee and I
designed a 10 question survey
that was sent out to
approximately 410 people. We
offered an incentive drawing of 5
prizes for those who participated.
The response rate was about 20%,
or 83 people.
Our goal in sending out this
questionnaire was to learn more
about what motivates our
membership and what is
(Continued on page 7)
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Here I am on Ashby Lake in southern
Ontario, Canada and I might as well
be 450 miles from home. Oh, but wait,
I am. I am getting
all of these flood
warnings on my
computer from
the storms you
are having at
home, while here
we have a total
fire ban in effect
because it has
been so dry.
Building a fire
even for cooking
or camping is not
Pete Goodman
permitted. I do
not remember the
lake level being so low at this time of
year. This causes me to think about
our weather patterns and how they
are changing and what effects these
changes are having on our lives. They
don’t just affect our ability to get
from point A to point B but also
impact our fresh summer fruits and
vegetables – their availability and
cost. All of this flooding in Chester
County can’t be good for our streams
and the fish that reside in them. I
worry about our future and the
future of our streams.

Stream Habitat Work
We have been planning the
maintenance of certain in-stream
habitat devices along Valley Creek.
In June, Pete Hughes, Chris Burns
and I looked at a couple of devises
that certainly could use maintenance.
Chris Burns was charged with
finding sources of material. We will
need to contact the land owners and
obtain their permission to work on
their property. Perhaps by late
winter/early spring we could have a
project ready.

Help
VFTU is always looking for
volunteers who will take hold of a
project and run with it. We have
many watersheds in the area where
we could do habitat projects and
improve fishing locally. Our problem
is that our active volunteers are
stretched pretty thin with our
current projects and activities. In
order to take on a project, we are
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going to need your help. It doesn’t
have to be just you—your friends and
family can lend a hand. If you see
some place on a local stream that
needs some help, talk to us about it.
Rally your friends. That is what TU is
all about.

Wilson Rain Gardens
On July 11 a group of volunteers was
assembled through our partnership
with Valley Forge National Historical
Park (VFNHP). The group was lead
by our good friend Carol Armstrong
who has taken an interest in the
Wilson Farm Park rain gardens and
tended them last year through the
summer. The volunteers from VFNHP
consisted of a National Park Service
crew of Chris and Pat, members of
the Youth Conservation Corp, and of
the Student Conservation
Association. The crew of a dozen
volunteers was “all awesome and
worked until the job was done using
great spirit, balance of energy, and
persistence in their work.” according
to Carol.
The work was to primarily remove
invasive weeds and plants form the
rain gardens. We have had other
work sessions at the gardens to
accomplish the same goals, but it’s
difficult to get a good crew of
volunteers during the summer. We
thank Valley Forge very much for
sharing their great volunteers. A very
special VFTU thank you to Carol
Armstrong for leading this effort, as
well as handling a discovered leak in
the park’s irrigation line. Thanks,
Carol.

PA Turnpike permit appeal –
Settlement Agreement
This is the way I opened this section
of last issue, “On the evening of April
12, your board of directors voted to
authorize the signing of the Turnpike
Settlement Agreement which will
bring to a close our legal actions
against both the PA Turnpike and
Tredyffrin Township. With the
approval of this Agreement comes the
end of a 12-year odyssey for the
chapter and I would have to guess for
the Turnpike as well.”
Well that was a bit premature. Here
we are today, July 24, and we’re still
Fall 2018

finding omissions of items agreed to
in the settlement talks in the
submission that the PTC has made to
DEP for a revised NPDES permit.
I remain convinced that the PA
Turnpike wants this project and all
of its stormwater BMPs to be
successful as much as we do. We
thank the PA Turnpike, their
consultant NTM Engineering, and the
National Parks Conservation
Association (our partner in the
permit appeal) for their hard work to
enable this very good result.

Grant Activity
The Tredyffrin Infiltration Trench
projects that we have been waiting so
long for to be installed are finally
completed. On Wednesday, June 20
we showed off the Tredyffrin
Infiltration trench projects. The day
was that of the regular monthly
meeting of the Valley Creek
Restoration Partnership. The
meeting was dedicated to these longconceptualized projects. At the
beginning of the meeting, Chuck
Marshall provided an overview of the
projects with an emphasis on the cost
per gallon of water managed. This
was essential Chuck Marshall—he
said nothing of the five grants he was
able to muster with VFTU support or
the fact that he was handling the
complex accounting in order to get
the contractors paid. The only
remaining work to be completed, it
appeared, was just some patch
paving. The tour that followed
Chuck’s presentation was well
attended as was his presentation.
Quite a few DEP personnel attended
as well as Steve Burgo and Erin
McPherson from Tredyffrin’s
Engineering office, who explained
some of the details of the project. The
tour started at the Hillside Road site
and proceeded to Friendship Drive.
It then continued to Dayleview and
ended at Robin Lane, which had been
previously constructed.
This was a great set of projects on
many different levels. From the idea
of including the infiltration trench
conceptional designs into the
application to William Penn for the
Crabby Creek rehabilitation and
(Continued on page 5)
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relocation, to the constant seeking
for funding, to the initial Schuylkill
River Heritage Area smallish grant,
to the initial Growing Greener Grant
and another Growing Greener Grant
plus the two Trustee Council Grants.
Getting Tredyffrin Township to agree
to be a partner and further to take on
the role of construction manager. It
is a lot of work but reducing
stormwater entering the Valley
Creek watershed and getting that
same stormwater, that used to tear
up the creek and be wasted as it
spilled down to the Schuylkill,
infiltrated into the ground to return
to the stream as baseflow is so
important.

The Wilson Run Stream Restoration
project (a Growing Greener Grant
funded project) was bid in early July.
To our great disappointment there
were no bidders. Sharon Yates of
Gilmore and Associates feels that the
aggressive schedule and the fact that
the desired contractors were well
booked for work through our
project’s time line led to the no bid
situation. She is preparing to re-bid
the project with a more flexible

schedule and larger contractor base.
At this point we don’t have a
schedule so please keep tuned in for
more information. The work is
designed and permitted. We are
anticipating a large tree planting
effort hopefully in Spring 2019.

Landmarks 3
If you live in Chester County you
should be aware of Landmarks 3.
This is the county’s master plan for
the future of the county – their
comprehensive plan. The Chester
County Planning Commission is a bit
better than half way through the
process. But they are very much
looking for input from all county
residents. As fisher persons and
outdoor enthusiasts, it is in our best
interest to have our voices heard and
become part of the planning, which
will tend to guide development of
Chester County for the next 10 years.
I urge all of our Chester County
residents to be aware of this plan and
make comments as you see fit.
Visit http://www.chescoplanning.org/
CompPlan/PubParticipation.cfm to
see how you can participate and let
your voice be heard.

Developments
The Bishop Tube Community has
been working throughout the year to
raise awareness of the highly
contaminated Bishop Tube site in
East Whiteland Township. The site
was part of a development plan that
would have included more than 200
houses and only a partial cleanup of
the contaminated area. Why is this
important to us? The stream that
flows through the site is a headwater
of Little Valley Creek. The Bishop
Tube Clean and Green citizens group
continues to push for a complete
cleanup of the site and for the site to
become permanent open space. Visit
the group’s website at http://bit.ly/
BishopTubeCleanGreen .
The most recent development in this
ongoing saga was the disclosure of a
letter on behalf of the Constitution
Drive Partners on Lamb McErlane,
PC stationary to the Chester County
Commissioners that said the
developer must recover its capital
expenditures on the site of $9 million
before considering selling the
property for open space.

The following message was sent on July 31, 2018 by John
Arway, Executive Director of the PA Fish and Boat
Commission:

visited with Jack Miller and Ronni Tibbott to discuss a
possible semi-skilled laborer position working on fish
habitat projects, that I would wake up 38 years later as the
retiring Executive Director of an agency I always
Commissioners, Boating Advisory Board members and
respected and admired. I would like to thank all of the
Fellow PFBC staff,
people both inside and outside the agency for their
Retired friends have told me that you will know when the support and assistance over the years. I have worked with
time has come to retire. I now understand. I have advised
the best of the best. I feel truly blessed to have been able
Board leadership that I will be retiring from the position
to serve by your sides while we worked to protect,
of Executive Director of the PA Fish and Boat Commission conserve and enhance our Commonwealth’s aquatic
effective 02 November 2018. I would like to take this
resources and provide Commonwealth anglers and boaters
opportunity to inform the Board of Commissioners,
with first class fishing and boating opportunities. Our list
Boating Advisory Board members and fellow PFBC staff of of accomplishments is long and will remembered in the
my planned retirement. Today’s announcement should
next history book as our legacy in the proud tradition of
provide the Board sufficient time to conduct the necessary the second oldest fish or wildlife agency in the nation.
search for qualified individuals and appoint someone
Bravo Zulu!
before my departure. I have advised President Hussar that
When Commission President Tom Shetterly called and
I will do everything I can to make the transition to a new
offered me the job as Executive Director over eight years
Director as simple as possible.
ago, the vision I had of the position was soon replaced by
I have been with the agency for over 38 years, during
the reality of the unusual blend of politics, science, state
which time I have had many motivating and rewarding
and national public policy, economics, and social media
experiences. Working for the PFBC has been a privilege,
and personal interactions with anglers and boaters all
nothing less. Never did I think, back in the fall of 1979
(Continued on page 9)
when I stopped by the PFBC’s Pleasant Gap Office and
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Robbins Lane trench

VFTU was involved in
all 4 projects. The first
one as the grant writer
and for the last three
trenches VFTU
obtained grants and
administered the
installation, which was
overseen by Tredyffrin
Township and installed
by Reamstown, Inc.

The trenches work in the following manner. The
streets have low points where stormwater runoff
from each neighborhood (avg. 8-9 acres of drainage
per project) went into a storm sewer and was
discharged directly into a swale or tributary to
Crabby Creek. Uphill of each storm sewer
(sometimes in both directions), this project added
new storm sewers that inlet water to a trench dug
into the first 6-12 feet of the property and filled with
sturdy plastic structures that look like large milk
crates and have 95 % void space. The trenches range
in length from about 25’ to 150‘. The water backs up
in each trench against a weir next to the original
discharge conduit. This allows the water in the
trench to infiltrate. The rate of infiltration in these
neighborhoods is about 1” per hour. If rainfall is
heavy the water in the trench will overflow the weir
and discharge into the same swale or tributary.
Thus, some stormwater runoff is detained and
lowers peak discharges while other runoff infiltrates
into the ground.
The capacities of the four trenches in gallons of
water are:
Robbins Lane: 37,804
Dayleview Road: 35,590
Hilltop Lane: 23,338
Friendship Drive: 6,000
The grants for the project were from the following
agencies:
Schuylkill River Greenways: $25,000
Valley Creek Trustee Council: $86,000 and $30,000
PA Department of Environmental Protection:
$120,000 and $66,498
A lot of rainwater is now soaking into the ground
again, adding a bit more cold water to the springs
that feed Crabby Creek. Based on the success of
these initial trenches, VFTU is looking to expand the
program.
We thank all those who collaborated on making
these trenches possible.
6
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Terry Peach

important to them. Some of the key takeaways
include:

A Marblehead Flyfisher

Stay true to the TU mission—50% of respondents
listed the TU mission and conservation projects
as their top priority. Science and conservation is
important to our membership.
Our members have busy lives—More than 50% of
the membership indicated that it is challenging to
attend the monthly meetings primarily due to
location, distance, timing of meetings and other
life priorities.

5716 Kennett Pike Suite D
Centerville, DE 19807
Phone: 302-654-6515
Mobile: 302-743-0966
Hours: Tue thru Fri 10AM-7PM
Fax: 302-654-6533
Sat 10 AM-5PM
Email: AMHeadflyfisher@AOL.com
Website: www.amarbleheadflyfisher.com

Our members like our website and the BankNotes
newsletter and like receiving the newsletter via
email and regular snail mail. Email is currently
the most popular form of communication by our
members.
More than 50% of the respondents had an interest
in programming that revolves around on-stream
activities, as well as learning more from
scientists, ecologists and biologist who can
discuss PA streams.
Survey respondents showed an interest for more
interactive and diverse programming. When
asked to list the top programs of interest, the
responses were: Entomology/Matching the Hatch
(41%); Training on stream monitoring(36%); Gear
Swap and Sale meet(34%); Fly Casting(28%), Spey
Casting(24%); Working with Project Healing
Waters(21%).
Survey respondents expressed an interest in
getting our message out and communicating our
successes and programming more often through
both traditional forms of communication and
social media.
Over the next weeks and months, the VFTU Board
will be evaluating the survey results to determine
how best to utilize this information in shaping the
future direction of our organization. Thanks to all
of the members that took the time to offer their
thoughts, opinions and ideas.

WWW.VALLEYFORGETU.ORG
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By Mary S. Kuss

Baskin-Robbins has 33 flavors of
ice cream, something for
everyone. I suppose that
summertime fly fishing might
have just as many options, if you
figure in all of the possible
variables of target species,
location, methods, etc. Few of us
have the means or opportunity,
or maybe even the desire, to
sample them all. So let’s highlight
just a few, easily accessible
possibilities.
Warmwater fishing
understandably dominates our
thinking during the summer
season, but there’s still some
trout fishing to be had in all but
the hottest, driest weather.
Spring creeks like Valley Creek,
in and around Valley Forge
National Historical Park, remain
cool enough to fish throughout
the summer. The limestone-based
geology common in southeastern
and central Pennsylvania provide
a number of streams with
abundant groundwater and cool,
trout-friendly temperatures
during most summers as well as
fertile, alkaline water chemistry.
In fact, streams having
groundwater as a significant
portion of their flow actually get
colder during summer drought
conditions, when they are not
receiving a lot of warmer surface
water from rainfall events.
Valley Creek’s wild brown trout
are never easy and they are even
more challenging during the low,
clear water conditions that
typically prevail during the
summer months. Early-morning
is the best time to fish, before the
heat of the day builds in. It’s
more comfortable for both angler
and trout. I try to be on the water
by 7 a. m. and off by 11 or so.
Terrestrial patterns are the best
choice overall, with ants at the
top of the list. You’ll do best if you
locate rising fish to target, rather

8

than randomly covering the
water. With sufficient stealth and
accurate, delicate presentation,
you can bring a few of Valley’s
beautiful little wild Browns to
hand—not that they are all little,
by any means. It’s just that there
are more little ones than big ones,
as is the case in any natural fish
population. Regardless of size,
each of them is a rare and
precious treasure, a wild, streambred suburban trout.
Summer is also the time for
fishing to hatches of
Tricorythodes or “Tricos,” the
tiny white-winged-black mayflies
that begin hatching each year in
late-June or early-July. These
insects run a size 24 to 26, and
should be fished on a tippet of 7X
or lighter. Getting the fly size
right can be critical. The hatch
continues on most mornings
throughout the summer and into
early-autumn, but it’s most
reliable and the fish easier to fool
during the early weeks of the
hatch. Early in Trico season, you
need to be on the water and
ready to fish no later than 7 a. m.
The spinner fall can be brief and
intense, and if you miss it you
would never know it happened
while you were keeping banker’s
hours.
Few fly fishers realize that even
warmwater streams have Trico
hatches. I’ve had excellent sightfishing over the years to earlymorning summer hatches on the
Brandywine Creek, near
Lenape—not for trout, but for
jumbo Fallfish and Red-Breast
Sunnies. Thankfully these fish
are forgiving enough of fly
pattern that a size 14 or 16
Griffith’s Gnat, which suggests a
clump of Trico spinners, is
usually accepted by the fish. The
fish are usually rising on shallow
flats and are not pushovers by
any means. You need to stalk
patiently and carefully, and a
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long, accurate, delicate cast is
often needed to hook these risers.
If something more relaxed and
easy is more to your liking, most
of our local streams, large and
small, host mixed populations of
bass and assorted panfish that
will take flies readily. Few
anglers, of either the fly or gear
persuasion, bother with this
fishing. So you can often have the
stream to yourself. Wading a cool,
shady stream and catching wild
fish on pretty much any kind of
fly you’d care to use is not a bad
way at all to spend a lazy summer
day. Although the fish will hit all
day long the fishing is best, and
most comfortable, early or late in
the day.
Finally, there are the lakes and
ponds. Summer sometimes brings
excessive growth of weeds and
algae, but not always and not
everywhere. If you have a canoe,
kayak, pontoon boat or float tube
you can certainly find plenty of
good spots to get out on the water
for some great fishing. Some
people are even fishing from
paddle boards these days—
undoubtedly sporty, but not
something I’ll be trying. Marsh
Creek Lake State Park, north of
Exton in northern Chester
County is an excellent spot to
launch your own watercraft or to
rent one from the boat livery near
the park office.
There’s also a tackle shop and
boat rental run by Jim Neary, on
the Octoraro Reservoir. Access
this area via U. S. Route 1 South
and PA Route 472 North, in
Lancaster County just a few miles
above the Maryland border.
If you’re looking for places to
fish, the Pennsylvania Fish and
Boat Commission’s website is an
excellent resource. With its
interactive maps and searchable
database of fishing spots, it will
provide you with a wealth of
where-to-go ideas.
WWW.VALLEYFORGETU.ORG

1st Thursday

VFTU Board Meeting
7:30 pm, One-room Schoolhouse, East Bradford Municipal Complex
666 Copeland School Rd, West Chester, PA 19380

2nd Thursday

VFTU General Meeting
7:30 pm, Chester Valley Grange, 3285 Phoenixville Pike, Malvern, PA 19355
September through May (except no March meeting)

3rd Wednesday

Valley Creek Restoration Partnership
10 am - noon, Tredyffrin Township Community Meeting Room

Every Wednesday

Project Healing Waters Fly Fishing – CVAMC Program
6 - 8 pm, Coatesville Veterans Administration Medical Center

1st & 3rd Monday

Project Healing Waters Fly Fishing – Community Program
6 pm, West Bradford Fire Hall

2nd, 3rd & 4th Monday

Project Healing Waters - Royersford
6:30 - 9 pm, Royersford VFW (If there is a fifth Monday, they go fishing)

If you see a spill or fish kill, call any of your officers or board
members (see the inside back cover of BankNotes).

Illegal Fishing, Poaching , Disturbance of a Waterway,
Fish Kills or Illegal Dumping:

Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission

Our local WCO, Bob Bonney, has requested
emergencies be reported immediately to him
via his cell phone: 610-637-6398
and to the Southeast Region of the PA F&BC
(8:00 AM – 4:00 PM weekdays) 717-626-0228

Fish Kills , Illegal Dumping:, Water Quality or Pollution:

Pennsylvania Department of Environmental
Protection

Emergencies should be reported immediately
by telephone to the Southeast Regional Office at
484-250-5900 (24 hours a day, 7 days a week)

Erosion and Sedimentation Issues:

Chester County Conservation District
610-925-4920

Well and Septic Issues:

Chester County Health Department
610-344-6225
(Continued from page 5)

PAFB Director to Resign
across the Commonwealth. My only
regret is that I failed to achieve a
sustainable future for the agency and
its programs. The plan we created
eight years ago put us on course to
control our own destiny. We executed
painful cuts across programs to be
able to the pay rising expenses of
government. We saved sufficient
revenues to be able to sustain
operations until others provide
funding to satisfy the public service
demands of a government business. I
leave the agency in good hands and
am confident that the Board and
PFBC staff will maintain the courage
and resolve to continue to do the right
things for the right reasons for not
only the current generation of PA
anglers and boaters but more
importantly for generations yet to
WWW.VALLEYFORGETU.ORG

come. The plan for the future should
include the defense of agency
independence, living within our
means and not spending more than we
earn. This simple formula will insure
continued agency success far into the
future.
I know that my leaving will present
challenges for a new director but will
also create opportunities. I am
preparing plans for my replacement
that outline in detail each step that is
needed to complete the tasks at hand.
I will also be available to assist my
replacement in an orderly transition
in any way that I can.

friendly discussion in case there is
anything I can do to assist you or the
agency. I’ll be spending more time in a
town called Lynch in the middle of the
Allegheny National Forest. It’s the
camp with the green metal roof and
I’ll be the one sitting by the campfire
surrounded by an army of grandkids
roasting marshmallows and
identifying constellations in the night
sky. To fulfill a life’s dream and begin
a new journey spending time with
family and friends, I am truly grateful.

Thank you all very much for the
wonderful memories. I look forward to
following the continued successes of
this great agency. It has been a true
During my retirement, I will be
privilege and honor to end my
enjoying the bounties provided by
professional career as the Executive
Penn’s waters and woods. I may even
Director of the Pennsylvania Fish and
stray outside our state border from
time to time to see if the grass is really boat Commission. Carpe diem!
greener in other places. I will remain
Your Director,
available for advice, counsel or
John Arway
Fall 2018
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Extracurricular Activities
If you are one of the many
Banknotes readers who didn’t get
to the January meeting, one of the
astounding facts
that Dave Riggio
brought to us
was that since
our 2013 start
with Project
Healing Waters
(PHW), we have
accrued over
17,000 volunteer
hours. Yeah,
thousand.

Jim Clark

In June, West
Bradford (WB)
upped the ante by going to weekly
sessions instead of twice a month.
Royersford (Rofo) meets every
Monday, except the first, when the
VFW is unavailable. This means
that all three programs have a
session each week.
An increasing number of nonregular session activities adds
many hours to this total.
A Coatesville group called Fathers
Involved Shedding Hope (FISH)
hold a weekend trout fishing rodeo
for kids on the West Branch of the
Brandywine. They purchase and
stock upwards of 900 trout, some of
them huge, for this event.
Typically, after the event, the
stream section is opened to the
public. This year, WB participant
Chris Williams worked with David
Terry from FISH, and Monday was
reserved for veterans. A bus
brought down patients from the
Coatesville Veterans Affairs
Medical Center (CVAMC), and they
had a blast. Plenty of large fish
were caught, and we were treated
to lunch to boot. This will likely be
an annual event.
On June 11, the same day as the
VFTU picnic, the Rotary Club of
West Chester hosted a pulled pork
cook off, and our three PHW
programs were the beneficiaries.
Seven volunteers showed up. Dave
Riggio described what PHW is
10

about, and he and Charles
Speakman did a casting demo in an
inground swimming pool. Nice.
Several of us did tying demos, with
Dave and Mike Ferraro tying
‘buggers, using an adaptive device
called the Evergreen Hand, which
allows someone with the use of
only one hand to tie flies. We ate
like pigs and scored $1050 for the
programs.
Since July 4 fell on a Wednesday,
we couldn’t hold our weekly
session at CVAMC. The VA
Voluntary Services (VS) did hold a
picnic for the patients, and asked if
some volunteers would come up
and help out. Of the six volunteers
who did show up to serve food, five
of them (Matt Seymour, Bob
Klinger, Karen DelRaso, Mary and
I) were from our gang. The VA
notices these things.
On July 10 we held a fishing outing
at Marsh Creek Lake. This was
unusual, as it was a Tuesday, so our
Wednesday session was called off.
Since patients at some of the
buildings can’t leave the hospital
grounds, Matt and I asked our VS
guy, Lorenzo Adams, if maybe a
couple of us could come up on
Wednesday and do our regular
session for these guys. Lorenzo
agreed, so Matt, Jerry Coviella and
I went up and tied flies with nine
vets. When we first began at the
VA, I don’t think they quite knew
what to make of us, but now they
know us all over the facility. Many
volunteer groups only show up
once or twice a year, so we get
noticed, and they greatly
appreciate our efforts.
Just about every Tuesday, Matt
and I go up to the VA cafeteria,
commandeer a table, tie flies, hand
out PHW literature, and generally
troll for participants. You can
almost tell how well we will do on
Wednesday by the number of folks
who stop by our table on Tuesday.
Our July 18 session set a record for
us when 18 patients showed up.

nine months, and has really taken
to fly tying, as well as building a
rod. He is entering the national fly
tying competition in four
categories. Recently, his work
schedule is keeping him from our
Wednesday tying sessions, so we
have gathered him up on a couple
of Saturdays, took him home and
tied flies. Always have a Plan B. A
box of Tim’s flies will be featured as
a bucket raffle prize at our
September meeting.
This last was posted on Facebook
on July 18.
“Tomorrow I depart the VA
hospital. I want to thank the
Coatesville Project Healing Waters
for everything they have done for
me. This organization has helped
save my life. There are many
programs out there that I am part
of, but PHW has always put out
that hand when I gave up on
myself.
Every Wednesday they show up
here at the VA with smiles, hugs,
tying equipment, food, drinks, and
love. These members have called
me on a regular basis when they
knew something was wrong. Their
kindness and selfless sacrifice in
helping vets get back out there and
live a positive life is beyond my
wildest dreams. Not only have they
taught me to be the fly-fishing
assassin that I am, they pull me
aside often, and help guide me in
life.

I have known these volunteers
for a couple of years now, and not
only gained great friends and
mentors, but gained another
family. They know that fishing is
a vital part of my life, and really
is my peace. Today they gave me
my fishing rod that will catch
many a fish. You guys don’t know
how much you have impacted my
life, and I truly love you all.”
Scottie Wines USMC

Sometimes you have to improvise.
Tim has been with us for about
Fall 2018
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The Valley Forge Chapter of Trout Unlimited is dedicated to preserving, protecting, and
restoring trout habitat throughout Chester County, Pennsylvania.
Its 800+ members and affiliates are engaged in the fight to preserve our precious
coldwater resources. All similarly inclined persons are invited to join.

YES! Please begin my one-year membership in Trout Unlimited. I understand my dues payment entitles me to all regular membership benefits
including a personal membership card and quarterly issues of Trout
magazine. VFTU members also receive our quarterly newsletter Bank-

Notes.

Name __________________________________________________________________
Address________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________

Please select membership category:

□ Regular

□ Family

$35

$55

For other membership categories, visit the
Trout Unlimited website at www.tu.org

Payment enclosed: $ ________________
Make checks payable to Trout Unlimited

Pay by credit card:

City ___________________________________________________________________

Account Number:_______________________________________

State

________ Zip _____________

Name on Card: _________________________________________

Phone

_________ - _________ - ______________________

Expiration Date:_______/__________

*Email _________________________________________________________________

Signature: ______________________________________________

*Trout Unlimited does not make email addresses available to outside parties, for
any reason, ever. By providing your email address you help us reduce mailing and
printing costs, which in turn helps the environment.

Enclosed is my employer’s matching contribution gift form. This is in
addition to my membership application and payment.
To ensure correct New Member Rebate, the VFTU chapter number is: 290

Trout Unlimited is incorporated as a 501(C)3 non-profit, educational, charitable
organization, and all monetary and property donations are tax deductible to the
extent allowed by law.

VFTU

General Meetings
Chester Valley Grange
#1496

3285 Phoenixville Pike
Malvern, PA 19355
General Meetings held
the second Thursday
of each month
7:30 PM
September through May
NOTE: No General Meeting in March

The Grange is located just west
of the PA Turnpike crossing on
Phoenixville Pike
Longitude 75.5410071 West
Latitude 40.0765783 North

For Sale

Leaders with Tippet Rings
already attached!
All you have to do is add your tippet. Leaders last longer and
no need to tie blood knots, so you save time and money.

Available in 7 ½ and 9 ft. Lengths
Tapered to 3X or 5X
1 for $3.50, 2 for $6.00

shipping included

To order, contact Charlie Griffen at
c.griffenod @ verizon.net
All proceeds go to VFTU

