VALLEY FORGE TROUT UNLIMITED

E

arly morning on what was
going to be a humid July
day, I edged my way under
the Covered
Bridge in Valley
Forge Historical
National Park
and cast my ant
into Valley
Creek. No luck,
so I walked up
to the deep pool
where in May
there had been
a big sulpher
hatch. The rising sun glinted on
the water, but no rising fish
greeted my fly. After a long-line
release of a little trout in the next

Clean Water Rule

A

lmost daily we need to beat
back the assault on our
right to clean, cold waterways across
Chester
County, the
state and the
nation. A case
in point, the
new administration is
moving to
repeal the
Pete Hughes
EPA’s Clean
Water Rule. The Clean Water Rule
protects small headwater streams
and wetlands. These critical waters represent 60 percent of

pool, I walked upstream to see the
deer exclosure fence that was installed nearly 20 years ago by the
late Bryan Lambert, park natural
resources manager. Inside, luxuriant foliage of native shrubs
waited to host mayflies looking
for streamside vegetation to hide
and transform themselves into
graceful spinners.
Looking higher, I saw the trunk
of a sycamore tree going up to its
crown at least 40 feet in the air.
“Amazing,” I murmured, “I remember when Bryan planted a
little sapling, and look at it now!”
(Continued on page 8)

stream miles in the U.S. Small
headwaters are where many wild
trout spawn and young trout
grow. Also, one in three people
rely on these streams for their
drinking water. And all of us live
downstream, so we all benefit
when these waters are protected
and pollution is dealt with at its
source.
Imagine what will occur to the
water and wildlife if these fragile
streams and marshes are left unprotected. Keep this in mind the
next time you are fishing your
favorite stream or taking your
family boating on a lake.
(Continued on page 6)
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New Project Healing Waters
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Archived copy of this edition
of BankNotes on our website
www.valleyforgetu.org
has hyperlinks to the
websites in articles

G

reetings from Ashby Lake,
Ontario, Canada. This glorious lake is where I am
lucky enough to
spend my summers. And since
my article is due
mid-summer,
you get it written from here. So
far the first twothirds of July
have been exceptional due to the
amount of rain
Pete Goodman
with elevated
lake levels and relatively cool temperatures (with fires in the wood
stove). The fishing has been pretty
good for both smallmouth and local lake trout. The mosquitoes
were brutal last night coming in
late from a troll and the little bitey
house flies are a nuisance during
the day. I don’t go out in the boat
without a fly swatter. The little
blueberries are ripe and there are
a lot in some places. All in all, it is
just about perfect.

Manor, NY. This was small town
America at its best, resplendent
with a trout float, dancers on stilts
and the mandatory high school
band. Having worked up quite a
thirst we went up the hill to Catskill Brewery. After a lovely ale we
were on the road again, this time
to Rosco, NY. We visited a distillery, another brewery and an antique shop and another brewery/
pub. There seems to be a theme
here. In any event, we thoroughly
enjoyed ourselves. Kris and Fred
are wonderful hosts, guides and
companions. The Upper Delaware
Scenic and Recreational River is a
place to spend some time to enjoy.
Who knows—you might even be
able to fit in some fishing. The fish
are big and strong.

Letters of Support

We were asked to sign on a couple
of letters and received approval
from National TU for the following. The first sign-on letter was
supporting the role of the Upper
Delaware Council (UDC). The
UDC is facing an uncertain future
The Glorious Upper Delaware
as its Fiscal Year 2017 funding has
My last article started out with
been frozen while the Department
some information on the Upper
of Interior reviews all cooperative
Delaware Scenic and Recreational agreements exceeding requests of
River. I’ll continue that this time.
$100,000. The UDC plays an imIn June, Judy and I visited Fred
portant role as the link between
Gender and Kris Heister. Kris, as
local municipalities and the Namany of you know, is superintentional Park Service in the managedent of the Upper Delaware Scenic ment of the Upper Delaware Sceand Recreational River. She and
nic and Recreational River in a
Judy toured and shopped while
primarily privately-owned landFred and I fished a very high Dela- scape. The National Parks Conserware River through a section that vation Association and Friends of
was just amazing for its natural
the Upper Delaware River circubeauty. The fishing was off a bit
lated the sign-on letter.
due to really high water condiOn July 18, 2017 funding for the
tions but it didn’t matter. We saw
Delaware River Basin Restoration
eagles, beaver and deer, along
Program was approved by the
with the breath taking spring
House Appropriations Committee.
greenery. We met the girls for dinThis is an important step in the
ner and were filled in on their day
federal budgeting process that will
of shopping and touring with an
allow money to flow to on-theend of day visit to Zane Grey’s
ground restoration projects
house. On Saturday, we went to
throughout the Delaware River
the Trout Parade in Livingston
Watershed.
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“We’re thrilled to see Congress prioritize this type of non-regulatory
program that supports local conservation efforts,” said Maddy
Urbish, director of the Coalition
for the Delaware River Watershed.
“It is a testament to the bipartisan
support for protecting and restoring the natural resources of our
region that provide clean, reliable
water for people, businesses, and
fish and wildlife.”
The other sign-on letter was supporting the Recovering America's
Wildlife Act. Introduced last session, the bipartisan Recovering
America’s Wildlife Act would dedicate $1.3 billion annually to states
to protect precious fish and wildlife species. If passed, this would
be the most significant new investment in wildlife conservation in
decades.

Valley Forge Asks Us to Go CLEAN
Valley Forge National Historical
Park asks us to be good stewards
and when you visit go CLEAN. Our
good friend Amy Ruhe, natural
resources manager, has asked us
to help spread the word. “I'm trying to get the word out to the fishing community to please decontaminate equipment before getting into the water. I know I'm
preaching to the choir but it is really important if we want to keep
our reptile, amphibian and fish
communities healthy,” she said.
What prompted this request was a
suspected case of ranavirus in the
Park. The virus is an easily transmitted virus whose spread can
easily be controlled by cleaning
your gear.
Please help limit the spread of disease and keep the fish population
healthy by cleaning your equipment before getting into Valley
Creek (or any waterway).

(Continued on page 3)
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tion’s “Environmental Rights
Valley Forge Asks Us to Go CLEAN Amendment,” which states: “The
people have a right to clean air,
It is as easy as SCRUB (scrub off
pure water, and to the preservaany debris), SPRAY (spray with a
tion of the natural, scenic, historic
10% bleach solution - away from
and esthetic values of the environwater since bleach is toxic to wildment. Pennsylvania’s public natulife), SOAK (let the bleach soak for
ral resources are the common
5 minutes), and RINSE (rinse with
property of all the people, includfresh water). A description page
ing generations yet to come. As
on ranavirus with frequently
trustee of these resources, the
asked questions is enclosed elseCommonwealth shall conserve and
where in BankNotes.
maintain them for the benefit of
Victory for Pennsylvania's
all the people” (Art. 1, Sec. 27).
(Continued from page 2)

Public Lands!

On June 20, 2017 a historic decision was issued. Pennsylvania's
Supreme Court ruled in favor of
Pennsylvania Environmental Defense Fund's (PEDF) lawsuit to
uphold the Environmental Amendment (Article I Section 27) and the
role of state government as trustee
of the state's public lands and natural resources. In a majority Opinion (please see the PEDF for more
details at http://www.pedf.org/). The
Supreme Court solidified a broad
interpretation of the Amendment,
reversing a narrower 2015 interpretation by the Commonwealth
Court.
The beneficiaries of this ruling, for
"generations yet to come," are the
people of Pennsylvania, YOU –
ALL OF US. The PEDF persevered
through more than five years on
this litigation to achieve a decision to protect our public spaces.
Thank you to everyone who supported PEDF in this endeavor!
You made it possible. But there is
more work yet to be done.
Valley Forge Trout Unlimited has
partnered with PEDF in legal actions in the past but was not part
of this action.

Related to the Above Decision
PennFuture has extended an invitation to join them for a special
evening dedicated to understanding the Pennsylvania ConstituWWW.VALLEYFORGETU.ORG

When:
Thursday, September 14, 2017 Time: 5:30 to 8:30 p.m.
Where:
WHYY Studios,
Independence Mall West,
150 N 6th Street,
Philadelphia, PA 19106
In light of the State Supreme
Court June 20, 2017 decision, our
event will have even greater significance as we contemplate its
implications. Seating for this free
event is limited, so reserve your
ticket now!
Visit https://www.pennfuture.org/
to register.
Legal experts, legislators and current and former state officials will
share their perspectives on this
often misunderstood provision. In
addition to reflecting on the historical context in which the
Amendment emerged, forum panelists will explain relevant case
law, discuss needed enforcement
and consider the future implications of the Amendment for Pennsylvania’s citizens and environment.

Grants for Infiltration Trenches
I have been advised that all the
necessary documents Tredyffrin
Township needs to proceed with
the bidding for those last 3 infiltration projects in the Crabby
Creek watershed have been pre-
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pared. The specifications and
plans are ready and we are awaiting the announcement of the project for bid. It is anticipated that
the projects will be installed this
calendar year.

PA Turnpike Appeal of
NPDES Permit
The wheels of justice are grinding
ever so slowly toward an outcome.
The National Parks Conservation
Association or partner in the appeal requested and was granted an
additional 90 days to put together
a settlement proposal. That proposal was presented to PA DEP
and the PTC in June. As I was
writing this article we received
word that the settlement conference went well and further discussions are in the offing. Although
the settlement proposal was rejected, talks have continued and
there seems to be room for negotiation. I am hopeful, but not overly
optimistic, that a settlement could
be negotiated that would allow the
Turnpike expansion but would
protect Valley Creek.
Depositions are scheduled to
begin in August and run into September. Expert reports are due in
October I believe. Meanwhile, the
bills from our experts keep coming
in as they prepare their comprehensive reports.

West Valley Creek Sinkholes
On June 7 there was a meeting
streamside in the sinkhole area of
West Valley Creek with many of
the interested stake holders plus
two representatives from the PA
Fish & Boat’s Habitat Improvement section. The purpose was to
see if there were any ways that the
reconstructed stream could be enhanced to provide some trout habitat. The consensus was that the
most important consideration was
to keep water in the stream and
secondarily to restore habitat.
(Continued on page 4)
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(Continued from page 3)

West Valley Creek Sinkholes
With these criteria in mind, the
repaired stretch was walked and
discussed. Even as we walked it
became obvious that additional
sinkholes were forming. The
standard structures that the
PF&BC uses to enhance habitat
would not be workable on West
Valley. These devices cause scour
and that is exactly what we do not
want in this section as it could
contribute to another sinkhole. At
the end of the meeting the recommendation was for stream bank
planting to produce shade.

like crazy. The main stem, including three other western/southern
tributaries flow year-round. You
can see all of this at the confluence point at the Richards Road
bridge where western/southern
tributaries flow year-round and
the northern/eastern tributaries
are dry.”

In walking the creek from Gulph
Road to Route 23 we saw the
stream just go subsurface and
many locations where solution/
sinkhole pockets appeared to be
possible and covered with gravel
in the bottom of the stream bed. It
is greatly eroded and degraded in
this reach, but almost entirely
without water. Further discusAn existing sinkhole that had
sions with the gentleman/resident
greatly enlarged in the past three in Upper Merion also uncovered
months was reported to West
that AQUA supposedly has three
Whiteland Township for remedia- wells, which withdrawal a large
tion as it was being fed by one of
volume of water on the Upper
their stormwater management sys- Merion side of Route 422 near the
tems.
Casino, and one in the northern
most tributary off Pugh Road near
As the sinkholes continue to apthe Treburn development. This
pear and drain precious water
could explain a lot too, if they are
from one of our valued trout
pulling too much water out of the
stocked fisheries and West Chester
ground and the cone of influence
Fish Game & Wildlife Association’s
is causing the stream to dry up behome waters, the work group concause of lowered groundwater tatinues to monitor the situation
bles in certain portions of Trout
and work towards a solution.
Creek.”

Trout Creek Tributaries Go Dry

I was emailed by Victoria Laubach
at Green Valleys Watershed Association who had been contacted by
someone concerned about a Trout
Creek tributary going dry. I sent
out some email inquiries and
learned the following, which was
from Steve Burgo, Tredyffrin’s engineer: ”Trout Creek does have
several of its seven channels, three
to be exact, which are dry yearround unless there is (storm) flow
– most likely because of the underlying karst geology and sinkhole
prone
locations in the watershed. The
three stream channels cannot sustain perennial flow, only during
storm events, but then they flow
4

Kirk White of USGS said Burgo’s
observations aren’t unusual and
that he has been observing these
same conditions since at least
2007. “I remember speaking with a
gentleman who grew up there and
he said that when he was a kid
(back in the 70's), the eastern side
of the watershed always flowed.
Now whether that's true or not I
can't say, but conditions within
the watershed have definitely
changed over the last 40 to 50
years. There's a pretty good
chance that from a historical perspective there's more to the story
than just karst being karst,”
White said.
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More news of sinkholes and
streams disappearing causes me to
be even further concerned over
the long term health of my beloved
Valley Creek. Now we have
streams on opposite sides of the
Valley Creek watershed falling
away into sinkholes.

Sunoco Logistics Fouls Aquifer
During directional drilling for the
Mariner II pipeline that took place
at the end of June, Sunoco or contractors working under Sunoco’s
direction damaged an underground water supply that fed the
local aquifer. Following this incident, many of those residing on
Valley View Drive in West Whiteland Township noticed significant
sediment and discoloration of
their normally pristine drinking
water. Soon after, some homeowners discovered that their wells had
run dry. Upon investigation by
municipal officials, and only after
residents reached out to the company, was it discovered that the
damage was caused by Sunoco.
“I am angered that the company
never notified myself or any of my
neighbors that a breach occurred
two-weeks ago,” said David Mano,
a West Whiteland homeowner.
“And why didn’t they know the
geology of the area before they
started drilling to avoid such a
breach in the first place?”
According to the DEP Chapter 105
Permit issued to Sunoco for Chester County, two Special Conditions
relate to private water wells
(pages 4 to 5 of the permit).Per
Condition "A", Sunoco was required to notify all of the potentially affected landowners with
private wells at least 72 hours in
advance of the start of construction. Did that happen for those in
these articles or their neighbors?
That's doubtful.
(Continued on page 7)

WWW.VALLEYFORGETU.ORG

O

Keith, Heath, and the Legend of Carpdaddy

ur Project Healing Waters (PHW) Royersford
program got underway
in the spring
and now has
three regular
participants.
Regular volunteers include
Project Lead
(PL) Charles
Speakman,
Assistant Project Lead
(APL) Thad
Jim Clark
Nowakowski,
Pete Hughes, Ken Leung, Bob
Klinger, and Dave Riggio. Tying
and local fishing are featured,
with a trip planned for later. To
find out more, contact Charles
at sargeoutdoors@gmail.com
At our West Bradford program,
we held “Christmas in July” to
hook up our participants with
fly fishing gear. Jay Breneman
and Dave Riggio gave a presentation to the fishing club at Conestoga High School on our program, and received a donation
from the club. Members of the
group will be participating in a
fishing excursion to Yellow
Creek in Bedford County in mid
-October. Two of our participants will be heading to the
Florida Keys for a trip this fall.
Tying, casting, rod building, and
fishing are our major activities.
During the spring and summer
months, the PHW gang from the
Coatesville Veterans Affairs
Medical Center (CVAMC) alternates tying sessions at the hospital with fishing excursions,
mostly at Kurtz’s Fish Hatchery
near Elverson. This is a great
venue. There is a pavilion to
provide shade, and the entire
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area around the lake is mowed,
making casting easier. This also
makes it easier to keep track of
our charges, as they have a tendency to disperse around the
perimeter and get away from
the crowds. When we fish at
Chambers Lake, with its brushy,
wooded shorelines, keeping up
with them can be a challenge.

and I replied that there was one
way to find out. Now, Keith can
cast, and while I would have
closed the distance by half before making a pitch, he just shot
out a cast. As the fly hit the water, there was a splash, much
like the splash that would occur
if you pitched Dave Macaleer in
the lake, and the line shot out
into the middle of the lake. The
Another plus is the great variety beast surfaced, with the dorsal
of fish species at Kurtz’s. This is fin and the tail above the water.
a fee fishing operation, and the I realize that in some quarters
lake has the obligatory bass and that my credibility might be
bluegills as well as pumpkincalled into question, but I swear
seeds and green sunfish, crapthat there was a gap of 30 inches
pies, channel cats, and striped
between these fins.
bass hybrids. There are also
four kinds of carp present: koi,
Ken Van Gilder scurried off to
common carp, mirror carp, and see if Richard Kurtz had a net
grass carp, so one never knows for us to use. Richard arrived
what you might find yourself
with a big net with an extendaattached to. It was one of the
ble handle, the largest he had.
latter that Keith was hooked in- However, after getting a look at
to during an event.
Carpdaddy, it wouldn’t be big
enough. The fish probably
Keith is an ex-Marine, just post weighed 40 pounds. Heath Jones
Vietnam era, and a very accom- was wearing sandals, so he wadplished angler. He really got in- ed out with the net, thinking
to fly fishing for trout locally
maybe he could get the monster’s
this past spring, catching the
head in it.
bulk of them on white wooly
buggers and C.K. nymphs. When When the cast was made, it was
the patients arrive at the lake,
just Keith and I, along with two
most immediately dive into the other volunteers. Ten minutes
food, but not Keith. While the
into the scrap, there was a galrest are chowing down, he is
lery of more than 20 onlookers,
rigging up. He is the first to
half of which were recording the
begin fishing, usually nabbing
battle on their phones. When
several crappies before the rest Carpdaddy came in almost close
wipe the mustard from their
enough for Heath to maybe net
faces.
the beast, the crowd was silent.
When he headed back out, there
I wandered down to hang out
was a chorus of “aww’s.” This
with him just as he was switch- happened at least six times, but
ing over from a popper to the
on the last pass, the hook pulled
white woolly. I noticed the back out. Sure, it would have been
of a huge fish sticking out of the nice to be able to measure the
water next to the bank, and told fish, but from all the smiles, it
Keith that it was a carp.
just didn’t matter.
He asked me if they took flies,
FALL 2017
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(Continued from page 1)

Clean Water Rule
Those who want to eviscerate regulatory safeguards
for these precious little streams and wetlands are
relentless and will appeal to friendly legislators and
use propaganda to try to justify repeal of protec-

tions. They claim that the Clean Water Rule mainly protects mud puddles and irrigation ditches
and that it is a tremendous hardship to small
businesses and family farmers. Do not get suck-

ered into believing this shameless nonsense.

In response to my recent communication on the
Clean Water Rule, a U.S. senator came out clearly
against what he referred to as “EPA regulations
that significantly expand federal permitting authority over all water sources—including irrigation ditches, isolated ponds and other nonnavigable waters.” He went on to respond that despite his opposition to EPA regulations he is all
for “reasonable pollution controls” and
“commonsense efforts” at a state level. This is
code for he will go along with feel-good conservation measures as long as no business is hindered
and no funds are required. There is clearly work
to be done to bring this senator around to a more
enlightened, trout-friendly view.

The Good Guys
Fortunately, there are legislators on both sides of
the isle that understand the value of clean headwaters and wetlands with strong environmental
regulations to protect them. And, importantly,
there are organizations like Trout Unlimited that
are ever vigilant—fighting attempts to dismantle
hard-earned environmental advancements.
But, they cannot do it alone.

A Lost Art
When TU and like-minded organizations identify
an environmental threat, they act. This action often includes reaching out to constituents to let
them know what is happening and to solicit participation. That participation is usually in the
form of adding our names to email notes to our
respective legislators. We all receive these participation requests. This is easy and quick for constituents (we, the TU members) and is helpful to show
legislators that large numbers of voters are concerned. However, nothing is more powerful than a
letter written by a constituent. It shows legislators that this person felt strongly enough to take
the time to write a letter, a seemingly lost art in
today’s electronic world.
6
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(Continued from page 4)

Terry Peach

Sunoco Logistics Fouls Aquifer
Per Condition "E", any well owners "discovered" by
Sunoco during construction (which had not previously been identified) were to be immediately
notified.
Instead, it sounds like what actually happened was
the opposite of that. Well owners who were being
impacted notified DEP/Sunoco, and only then did
Sunoco "discover" they existed. It seems to me like
both of those permit conditions have already been
violated.

A Marblehead Flyfisher
5716 Kennett Pike Suite D
Centerville, DE 19807
Phone: 302-654-6515
Mobile: 302-743-0966
Hours: Tue thru Fri 10AM-7PM
Fax: 302-654-6533
Sat 10 AM-5PM
Email: AMHeadflyfisher@AOL.com
Website: www.amarbleheadflyfisher.com

PA DEP was warned and advised by numerous entities during the public comment period that many
private water wells were at risk and may not have
been adequately identified. They issued the permits
nevertheless, with minimal to no safeguards. That
Sunoco only responded after-the-fact when residents complained, weeks after their wells were compromised, does not engender great confidence in
DEP's permit approval process or in Sunoco's construction process.
Meanwhile, state Rep. Carolyn Comitta (D-156th District) said she will be introducing legislation to create a state board that would be responsible for implementing and coordinating the timely communication of information regarding pipeline activities in
Pennsylvania. The proposed bill has 25 bipartisan
co-sponsors.
Sunoco Pipeline has agreed to pay for public water
to be supplied to about 30 homes in Chester County’s West Whiteland Township. The homes will be
connected to the local water line operated by Aqua
America. Details, such as how long it would take to
make the connections and how long the affected
households will be supplied with bottled water or
extra filtration systems, have yet to be worked out.
The above information has been assembled from
various sources: newspaper articles and emails.
While it is nice that the residents are getting public
water from Aqua, who is going to pay the bills for
the water? Sunoco? And what about the aquifer that
Sunoco has fouled and what are the test results of
the contamination? Shouldn’t Sunoco be held responsible for the repair of the fouled aquifer? Isn’t
fouling an aquifer like dumping oil in the ocean just
on a smaller scale? Sunoco should be held accountable to fix the aquifer that they fouled.
Remember, if you see something that doesn’t look
right, it probably isn’t. Report what you see.
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fracking on water resources—a defacto moratorium on all gas permitting basin-wide. But signals
from the new federal administration tell us that it's time to permanently protect the Delaware River
Basin and ban fracking once and
for all!

Photo by Nicholas A. Tonelli

Defend the Drilling Moratorium
in the Delaware River Basin
For nearly seven years, the Delaware River Basin Commission
(DRBC) has protected the Delaware River Basin by refusing to
allow gas drilling, but we are seeing signs that the Delaware River
is under attack.
Since 2010, the DRBC has been researching the potential impacts of

to automate the process of sending
an e-mail to the Delaware River
Basin Commission. By using this
website, you will also receive periodic communications from the Sierra Club. You can unsubscribe at
any time. If you don’t wish to use
the Sierra Club website, you can
contact the DRBC through their
The Delaware River Basin covers
13,000 sq. miles of land in Pennsyl- website:
vania, New Jersey, Delaware, and http://www.state.nj.us/drbc/
New York and also provides drink- The mailing address is:
ing water to 15 million residents
Delaware River Basin Commission
basin-wide. Without a permanent
25 Cosey Road
fracking ban, residents in the baP.O. Box 7360
sin could be faced with well pads, West Trenton, NJ 08628-0360
compressor stations, drilling rigs,
NOTE—You can use the hyperand countless miles of pipeline
links in this article by going to our
construction.
website at:
The Sierra Club has created an
www.valleyforgetu.org
easy way for you to take action
The archived copy of this edition
now. Go to their website at
of BankNotes with working
https://sierra.secure.force.com/actions/
hyperlinks can be found in the
Pennsylvania?actionId=AR0084189
Newsletter Archives on the News&id=7010Z000001uqflQAA)
letter tab at the top of the page.

(Continued from page 1)

Then I chuckled, “I guess I really
am getting old, when I notice how
fast trees are growing!”
I waded into a favorite pool covered with mist, as hot air touched
the surface of the cold water
(which at 11 a.m. measured 64 degrees). Back in my fly box went my
ant. I tied on a 9X tippet and a size
26 parachute midge. Though a few
fish were rising, my almost invisible (to me) fly was ignored until
two trout rose at once. A second
later one took my fly, fought hard,
came to the net, and energetically
swam away after I released it.
A little further upstream, huge
roots of great sycamores armored
an entire stream-side. The biggest
flood was not going to wash soil
away from the bank here. Even
the broken trunk of a long-dead
tree jutted out into another pool
formed by the current swirling
8
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around it. “What a difference it
makes when people preserve, protect, and restore,” I reflected.
“Here we are in an intensely developed, commercialized area. Yet
this park and stream—from which
George Washington’s troops
drank—are alive.”
Just as visionary founders of the
park had to struggle against short
term interests to set aside this
land as a memorial to those who
fought to establish our Republic,
so we in the Valley Forge Chapter
of Trout Unlimited are picking up
the baton to leave green land and
healthy streams to those who
come after us. Remember the
trees! Come to our September
meeting and help preserve, protect, and restore the cold-water
streams of Chester County.
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Recurring Items
1st Thursday

VFTU Board Meeting
7:30 pm, One-room Schoolhouse, East Bradford Municipal Complex

2nd Thursday

VFTU General Meeting
7:30 pm, Chester Valley Grange, September through May (except no March meeting)

3rd Wednesday

Valley Creek Restoration Partnership
10 am - noon, Tredyffrin Township Community Meeting Room

Every Wednesday

Project Healing Waters Fly Fishing – CVAMC Program
6 - 8 pm, Coatesville Veterans Administration Medical Center

1st & 3rd Monday

Project Healing Waters Fly Fishing – Community Program
6 pm, West Bradford Fire Hall

2nd, 3rd & 4th Monday

Project Healing Waters - Royersford
6 - 9 pm, Spring City VFW (If there is a fifth Monday, they generally go fishing)

By Northeast Partners Amphibian and
Reptile Conservation
Ranavirus is a genus (e.g, group)
of viruses that are highly infectious and often lethal to aquatic
and terrestrial cold-blooded wildlife. Ranaviruses can cause mass
die-offs, especially in aquatic populations. These viruses are found
nearly worldwide.

What species are affected by
ranavirus?

What is the prognosis for
Can humans prevent the spread
animals infected with ranavirus? of ranavirus? YES!
Ranaviruses are commonly lethal
to larvae or young individuals,
quickly spreading through
populations that tend to congregate in large groups. Some
infected populations of amphibians have suffered 90% mortality.
Adults can also become infected,
but many are likely to survive the
illness. However, once infected
with ranavirus, their overall
health may suffer and they can
become more susceptible to other
diseases and to depredation.

At this time any species of fish,
amphibians (frogs & salamanders)
and reptile (turtles & snakes)
could be susceptible to the virus,
although not all species have been How is ranavirus transmitted?
documented with ranavirus. As of
The virus is primarily transmitted
2013, ranavirus was known to inby contact between carriers of the
fect more than 104 species and
virus and uninfected individuals.
subspecies.
Any animal or object that enters a
What are symptoms of
wetland could potentially pick up
and transmit the virus. The virus
ranavirus?
can then be passed to other
Clinical signs of disease can inindividuals in the same wetland or
clude swelling of the legs and
body, internal hemorrhaging, red- be transported to other wetlands
via the host’s movements. Dependness of the legs and vent, and
ing on environmental conditions,
discoloration of internal organs.
White plaque in mouth, wheezing the viruses can survive in water
and swollen eyes may also be pre- for several weeks outside the host,
sent in reptiles. Behavioral chang- and for shorter periods of time
es may include lethargy, anorexia under dry conditions. Drying may
also inactivate the viruses.
and erratic swimming. Note that
many of these symptoms can be
signs of other diseases as well.
WWW.VALLEYFORGETU.ORG
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Humans may be the number one
long-distance transmitters of ranavirus, due to our ability to
travel great distances and visit
many wetlands. (i.e., to conduct
research, to fish, to kayak). If you
frequent wetlands, be sure to
decontaminate your boots and
other gear between each visit.
Items that come into contact with
water NEED to be cleaned prior to
entering another wetland. For decontamination procedures and
other information visit the
NEPARC and SEPARC websites.

DO NOT TRANSPORT WILDLIFE
To reduce the spread of disease,
fish, amphibians, and reptiles
should not be released in areas
where they did not originate. This
includes transportation and
release of live or dead animals.
If you think you observe an outbreak (e.g. 10 or more dead or
dying amphibians or two or more
freshly dead turtles or snakes)
contact your state wildlife agency.

For more information visit
http://www.nwhc.usgs.gov/
disease_information/other_diseases/
ranavirus.jsp
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Stream Quality Assessment
Checklist and Database

Report what you see!
If you see a spill or fish kill, call us…
Call any of your officers or board members.
(see the inside back cover of BankNotes)

Illegal Fishing and Poaching or
Disturbance of a Waterway:
Notify the PA Fish and Boat Commission

Fish Kills or Illegal Dumping:
Notify the PA Fish and Boat Commission
and
PA Department of
Environmental Protection (DEP)

Water Quality and Pollution:
Notify the PA Department of
Environmental Protection (DEP)

Pennsylvania Department of
Environmental Protection
Emergencies should be reported immediately
by telephone to the Southeast Regional Office at
484-250-5900
(24 hours a day, 7 days a week)

Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission
Our local WCO, Bob Bonney, has
requested emergencies be reported
immediately to him via his cell phone:
610-637-6398
and to the Southeast Region of the
PA F&BC
(8:00 AM – 4:00 PM weekdays)
717-626-0228

Erosion and Sedimentation Issues:
Notify the Chester County
Conservation District
610-925-4920

Well and Septic Issues:
Notify the Chester County
Health Department
610-344-6225

Community & Environmental Defense Services
(CEDS) has developed an easy to use checklist for
assessing stream health and tracing pollution to a
source. The checklist is oriented towards the
suburban and urban waters closest to 81% of all U.S.
homes, not just coldwater streams.
Many of these waters are within a five-minute walk
of a home yet are frequently degraded to a point that
they may not be child-safe and friendly. The cause of
the degradation is usually stormwater pollution,
sewer releases, illicit discharges, and other sources
of contamination. To see what a healthy stream
looks like apply these indicators to a rural waterway, preferably one draining lots of forest in an area
with little development. To learn how to restore
waters degraded by past growth and how to prevent
future damage see the CEDS Protecting & Restoring
Wetlands, Streams, Lakes, Tidal Waters & Wells from
Land Development Impacts webpage. Please add
your findings to the Stream Quality database.
Most Americans are probably unaware that the
waters nearest their home are degraded by stormwater, sewer overflows and other pollution sources.
Use the checklist to survey your neighborhood
streams as well as those you fish. Your work will
benefit coldwater and all other aquatic resources.
For further information contact CEDS at
410-654-3021 or Help@ceds.org
To download the new guide from the web, go to
http://ceds.org/aquatic/CEDS_StreamQualityChecklist.pdf
Add your findings to the Stream Quality Database at
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/5H238GM
The Community & Environmental Defense Services
website is http://ceds.org/
You can find these links in the sidebar of our website
at www.valleyforgetu.org
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The Valley Forge Chapter of Trout Unlimited is dedicated to preserving, protecting,
and restoring trout habitat throughout Chester County, Pennsylvania.
Its 800+ members and affiliates are engaged in the fight to preserve our precious
coldwater resources. All similarly inclined persons are invited to join. Refer to the
membership application form below.

YES! Please begin my one-year membership in Trout Unlimited. I un-

derstand my dues payment entitles me to all regular membership benefits including a personal membership card and quarterly issues of Trout
magazine. VFTU members also receive our quarterly newsletter Bank-

Please select membership category:

□ Regular

Notes.

Name__________________________________________________________________
Address _______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________

$35

□ Family

$55

For other membership categories, visit the
Trout Unlimited website at www.tu.org

Payment enclosed: $ ________________
Make checks payable to Trout Unlimited

Pay by credit card:

City ___________________________________________________________________

Account Number: ______________________________________

State

________ Zip _____________

Name on Card: _________________________________________

Phone

_________ - _________ - ______________________

Expiration Date:_______/__________

*Email ________________________________________________________________

Signature: _____________________________________________

*Trout Unlimited does not make email addresses available to outside parties, for
any reason, ever. By providing your email address you help us reduce mailing and
printing costs, which in turn helps the environment.

Enclosed is my employer’s matching contribution gift form. This is in
addition to my membership application and payment.
To ensure correct New Member Rebate, the VFTU chapter number is: 290

Trout Unlimited is incorporated as a 501(C)3 non-profit, educational, charitable
organization, and all monetary and property donations are tax deductible to the
extent allowed by law.

For Sale

Leaders with
Tippet Rings
already attached!
All you have to do is add your
tippet. Leaders last longer and
no need to tie blood knots, so
you save time and money.
Available in 7 ½ and 9 ft. Lengths
Tapered to 3X or 5X
1 for $3.50, 2 for $6.00

shipping included

To order, contact
Charlie Griffen at
c.griffenod @ verizon.net
All proceeds go to VFTU

Use S S S R
Please help limit the spread of disease and
invasive species. Keep the fish population
healthy by cleaning your equipment before
getting into Valley Creek (or any waterway).
It is as easy as:

SCRUB (scrub off any debris)
SPRAY (spray with a 10% bleach solution away from water since bleach is toxic to wildlife)

SOAK (let the bleach soak for 5 minutes)
RINSE (rinse with fresh water)

VFTU

General Meetings
Chester Valley Grange
#1496

3285 Phoenixville Pike
Malvern, PA 19355
General Meetings held
the second Thursday
of each month
7:30 PM
September through May
NOTE: No General Meeting in March

The Grange is located just west
of the PA Turnpike crossing on
Phoenixville Pike
Longitude 75.5410071 West
Latitude 40.0765783 North

