
T o me this is a real feel good item.  
Again this year we will be relocat-

ing wild brook trout from a stream in 
the Schuylkill drain-
age and placing them 
lovingly in upper 
Crabby Creek.  Our 
hope is that they will 
live and grow and 
procreate new wild 
brook trout in the 
restored section of 
Crabby. The effort 
will involve essen-
tially the same players as last year. 
Our board member John Dettrey is 
again organizing the transfer.  The PA 
Fish & Boat Commission (PFBC) will do 
the electro fishing to obtain the 

brookies.  West Chester Fish, Game & 
Wildlife Assoc. will provide their aera-
tion equipment to make the transfer to 

Crabby. The assis-
tance on the Crabby 
Creek end will be 
provided by VFTU 
members and Cabrini 
College students. 
This transfer will ex-
clude young of the 
year fish at the 
PFBC’s suggestion to 
enable us in the fu-

ture to see if any natural reproduction 
is taking place in Crabby.  

Pete Goodman 
 

    VALLEY FORGE TROUT UNLIMITED   

 Wild Brookies for Crabby 
PFBC to transfer wild brook trout to restored section of Crabby Creek 

NOTES FROM THE PREZ 

T his year we have completed a 
significant amount of the planned 

work on Crabby. About one thousand 
trees and shrubs have been planted, 
new habitat structures were built and 
a wild brook trout population restored 
in upper Crabby. We have worked with 
the township and residents to imple-
ment a number of stormwater BMPs 
and have established baseline water 
quality testing to evaluate the develop-
ment of the newly restored section of 
Crabby. There is more that will be 
done in the coming year to implement 
additional stormwater BMPs which are 
crucial to the health and integrity of 
this tributary.  Additional wild bookies 
will be added this September and re-

pair work has to be done on the storm 
damaged sections of Crabby. We have 
captured all of these accomplishments 
in a recommendation for a National TU 
Chapter award (the award recommen-
dation will be posted on our web site.) 
It would be nice to win, recognizing 
the contributions made by many of 
you and those who have participated 
with us in the Valley Creek Restoration 
Partnership. But more importantly it is 
gratifying to see the efforts of many 
individuals and organizations beyond 
TU come together in this effort to help 
protect the Valley Creek watershed. 

(Continued on page 2) 
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What’s next? We will continue many of our ongoing 
programs, such as, Trout in the Classroom, Fly Fish-
ing School, clean up and repair work days and ef-
forts to insure gas drilling in PA is done in a respon-
sible way. New efforts will be a focus on Wilson run, 
a now dry tributary that runs into Valley Creek at 
the Wilson Bridge. Chuck Marshall has put together 
a plan that will help to reduce the stormwater im-
pact and the resulting sediment load that is being 
dumped into Valley from this tributary. 

Chuck Cutshall has been working with Kris Heister 
,the Natural Resources Manager at Valley Forge Na-
tional Historic Park, to develop a new Keeper of the 
Stream Program. The initial phase of this program 
will work to establish a network of TU and commu-
nity volunteers that will be “stream watchers.” 
These volunteers will provide early warning and re-
sponse to threats to the health of the Valley Creek 
Watershed. This program will be launched in late 
September. 

As you know we have been working with PECO to 
develop a positive 
outcome as a result of 
their spill. As a result 
of our joint efforts 
PECO has committed 
to restore a small 
tributary off of Cas-
satt Road. PECO will 
remove invasive spe-
cies at the site and 
replace these with 
natives. They plan to 
have the restoration 
design plans available 
for review with us this 
September and begin 

the restoration work in the spring of 2011. PECO has 
committed considerable time and resources on this 
project and we appreciate their response. It is easy 
to be cynical of the many corporate credos which 
make statements about their commitment to the en-
vironment and the communities where they operate. 
But we have seen PECO demonstrate through their 
actions support for their policies by helping to im-
prove the quality of the Valley Creek watershed. 

Looking back there was a couple of small things that 
happened this year that reflect what TU is all about. 
At this year’s Trout show one of our members was 
fortunate enough to have won two new rods. Walk-
ing back from the stage this individual gave these 
rods to young men in audience. It was a generous 
act and a great way to encourage the next genera-
tion to fish and enjoy the streams of PA. 

Jim Nelson 

(Continued from page 1) 

An ORVIS Store 
All Catalog Items may be ordered through the store 

Fly-Fishing & Tying Equipment 
Sporting Gifts & Clothing 

Outdoor Books & Art 
300 Main Street 

Media, PA  19063 
610-565-6140 

Supporting VFTU 
efforts for over 

20 years 

VFTU GENERAL MEETINGS 
Fairfield Inn—Lionville 

Just north of Exton on Rt. 100 
General meetings are held the 

second Thursday of each month  
7:30 PM 

September through May 

PREZ NOTES 

Valley Forge  
Trout Unlimited 

T he Valley Forge Chapter of 
Trout Unlimited is dedicated 

to preserving, protecting, and  
restoring trout habitat throughout 
Chester County, Pennsylvania. 

Its 750 members and affiliates are 
engaged in the fight to preserve 
our precious coldwater resources.  
All similarly inclined persons are 
invited to join.  Refer to the  
membership application form 
found in the back of this issue of  
Banknotes. 
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Projects, Progress, and Happenings in the Valley Creek Watershed 

R ich Bauer and Chuck Marshall have been forging 
ahead with the process to repair the restored 

area of Crabby Creek.  The National Fish & Wildlife 
Foundation allowed us to reallocate grant money to 
Crabby Creek to get us started with the funding of the 
project.  We still have a lot of dollars to collect but I 
am confident that we can cobble together enough fun-
ders to make the repairs.  This project has to work. 

The Valley Creek National Fish & Wildlife Federation 
grant was the one where the funding was switched 
from Valley Creek to 
Crabby Creek.  The 
project area on Valley 
was not as needy as is 
Crabby.  But speaking 
of Valley, there are two 
substantial projects go-
ing on as I write this.  
The first is the private 
bridge replacement off 
of Tree Lined Drive.  
This project has 
dumped considerable 
amounts of silt into the 
stream which has prompted discussions with the con-
struction firm’s president as well as calls to the Ches-
ter County Conservation District.  It is a short term 
project – to be complete by August 12th – so all the 
yelling and screaming should be done by the time you 
read this.  We are working closely with the Open Land 
Conservancy to monitor this project. The other project 
is in the same area and it is repairs to the dam up 
stream of North Valley Road. 

A group of VFTU members went to see the William 
Penn Foundation recently.  Chuck Marshal, Owen 
Owens and Rich Bauer brought with them a double 
edged presentation.  The initial piece was soliciting a 
portion of the funding to repair the Crabby Creek res-
toration area.  The second was a proposal for a 
Stormwater Charette  to develop ideas and implemen-
tation schemes for reducing stormwater in the Wilson 
Run drainage.  Our proposals were well received by 
the William Penn folks and there will be more updates 
provided on this later. 

Through the great work of Kris Heister, Natural Re-
courses Manager, Valley Forge National Historical Park 
and the Chapter in the persons of Fred Gender, Chuck 

Cutshall and Jim Nelson, a partnership is being cre-
ated to help monitor Valley Creek.  It is intended to 
bring back a program that was initially operated as 
“Keepers of the Stream” quite a few years ago.  Some 
of you older members may remember or may have 
even been part of that group.  The initial thrust of the 
program will be to establish a “Stream Watch” group 
that will have assigned areas of the stream to monitor 
and report any problems.  The group will be trained 
on what to look for and how to report their findings.  
The group will be supported by the National Park Ser-

vice and use the Valley 
Forge Park’s Volunteer 
website and computer 
space to store monitor-
ing reports.  The details 
of the program are still 
being worked out so 
look for more informa-
tion in the upcoming 
Banknotes. 

The Hillside Elementary 
School green roof is a 
reality.  It is hard to 

believe.  After all the pushing and prodding of the TE 
Facilities Committee, a last minute rush to Harrisburg 
by the late Neil McAloon to beat the Growing Greener 
application deadline, two rounds of Growing Greener 
applications, and constant pushing by VFTU and Tre-
dyffrin Township it is finally a reality.  It is wonderful 
and can be viewed from Howellville Road as you drive 
by.  There is a lot of support from the Township – 
both the engineer and the EAC.  They want to make it 
a learning experience.  There will be more to come—
stay tuned. 

If you ever thought that getting a stream reconfigured 
was hard, it almost takes a back seat to getting infil-
tration projects done.  Through continual pushing and 
prodding the Crabby Creek infiltration projects that 
were part of the William Penn Foundation grant that 
moved Crabby Creek in 2008 are finally sounding like 
they are going to bid and will finally be installed.  This 
will provide another boost for getting rain water back 
into the ground in the Crabby Creek watershed—which 
will aid in maintaining base flow through those dry 
times. 

(Continued on page 6) 

ENVIRONMENTAL UPDATE 
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BACKWATERS 
A Case for Pack Rods 

Author's note: This article was written a number of 
years ago.  With a changing direction toward the pres-
ervation of our wild trout and their headwater 
streams, it is advised to check regulations prior to fish-
ing any regional stream or headwater branch. It is 
also advisable to use barbless hooks to preclude even 
the slightest injury to our wild trout population.  And  
remember to carry your fishing license if combining a 
fall hunting and fishing excursion.  
 
There have been times when unexpected game has 
saved the day.  An unexpected fall of woodcock can 
make all the difference when 
t h e  d o g s  c a n ' t 
seem to pin a grouse to point.  
On more than one occasion a 
squirrel hunt with a slim, small 
caliber flintlock longrifle has 
proven more worthwhile than 
spending the last remaining 
hour hunting that Thanksgiving 
turkey. And there were those 
cold, frosty mornings of yore; 
days when I couldn't roust a 
ringneck from the com stubble, 
but shooting a bunny or two 
made carrying the gun worth-
while. These are the days we often find ourselves 
searching for a purpose to be in the woods and field---
times when we  must find ways to entertain ourselves.  

*** 
The little McGinty bee disappeared in a swirl of white 
foam below the miniature falls.  A split-second later 
something struck. Unlike the gentle, almost impercep-
tible little nudges I had been used to on this particular 
afternoon, this fish struck hard and immediately bore 
down into the murky depth of the small plunge pool 
beneath the shadow of the hemlock boughs that 
seemed to drape the cool waters in hallowed, autumn 
reverence.  

I was fishing a mountain brook in Tioga County, Penn-
sylvania. I had spent two days of fruitless gunning, 
not even able to put one grouse to flight. In fact, the 
woods seemed devoid of any wildlife. I had yet to see 
fur or feather save for two nice bucks observed while 
unpacking the truck at the mountain cabin and a ra-
ven soaring on thermals above the ridge. No "chick-

chick-chickree" from a chipmunk. No raucous squalling 
from jays or gray squirrels. Not even the far off stac-
cato hammering of a woodpecker could be heard.  
Nothing! Zilch! Not a dad-blamed thing to stir the air 
and the quiet, almost foreboding solitude of the sur-
rounding forest.  

Such are the days that make a gun lay heavy in the 
hands as the sun starts its descent to meet with the 
western horizon.  Anyone who has spent any appre-
ciable amount of time in the woods has experienced 
such days.  Days when even the chickadees and nut-

hatches seem to have flown 
south, leaving the woodland 
sterile and devoid of sound 
save for the rustling of the wind 
or the sound of a little rill cas-
cading down the mountain.  

Perhaps John Alden Knight 
would advise that it has to do 
with the phases of the moon 
while others would suggest a 
change of weather.  Whatever 
the reason, such days are a re-
minder that I am not the hunts-
man nor the angler I fancy my-
self to be.  I guess I feel as if I 
must be entertained, and that 

realization leaves me a bit uneasy with the realities of 
what Mother Nature can teach me.  

I knew that I had a good sized fish on the line but the 
confines of the hemlock boughs precluded my playing 
the fish as I would have liked. Certainly not big by the 
standards of yield from larger, more popular trout 
streams of northern Pennsylvania, but from this par-
ticular little mountain brook, any brookie approaching 
eight or ten inches could be considered trophy size.  

I had caught perhaps thirty or more of the little trout 
earlier. Mature native trout, colorful little jewels in 
their autumn spawning color but averaging only a 
mere five to seven inches. Typical of trout taken from 
a myriad of small mountain brooks cascading down 
the ridges of northern Pennsylvania mountains, they 
provided needed diversion from my fruitless gunning.  

In a stream the casual interloper could cross with two 
careful footfalls, I had been dabbling the small feath-

(Continued on page 7) 
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O ne of the defining characteristics of oldtime 
VFTU members is their inability to do anything 

without factoring in a way for the chapter to make 
some money from it.  Like the depression-era child 
who can never forget the taste of a diet of dirt, these 
grizzled old vets (g.o.v.'s) remember well the days 
that a raffled off snuff can containing a dozen scruffy 
wet flies was a major source of revenue for the chap-
ter. 

We have gotten relatively plush since then, but rule 
number one of the chapter bylaws still reads, 
"Whenever two VFTU chapter mem-
bers are in the same place at the same 
time, there better danged well be a 
bucket, a roll of tickets, and some trin-
ket between them to make the chapter 
some loot.  Ka-ching!"  Really.  You 
can look it up. 

Since there were only a couple dozen 
of us back in the bad old days, and 
since there are even fewer of us 
around now, it is incumbent upon us 
remaining g.o.v.'s to pass on this trait 
of imaginative funding on to the newer 
generation.  And so begins our sordid 
tale. 

Since for me at least, writing articles 
for Banknotes is only slightly less 
pleasurable than sacking wildcats and 
running out of sacks before running 
out of cats, I try to make Tom Prusak's 
calls for articles just as pleasurable. 

Several years ago, in the midst of one of these calls, I 
innocently asked him if he had ever thought of going 
back through the Banknotes archives and putting to-
gether a collection of the best stories and articles in 
book form.  The question was answered by several 
moments of silence, and then "Yeah, actually I had 
been thinking of doing something like that."  Oops. 

Nothing much happened in the intervening years, but 
last winter's snows had him working from home a lot, 
so he began gathering up articles and making copies 
for the team that we put together. 

We approached Tom Ames, Andy Leitzinger and Robbi 
Freisem, and they all agreed to help out.  We went 
over thirty years of this newsletter to select the sto-

ries, and pored over a small mountain of Carl Dusin-
berre's artwork.  Todd Henderson has supplied us with 
some new art to pick over, Heather Goodman has of-
fered her expertise as a copy editor, and we even 
managed to coerce Linda Steiner to write the Fore-
word. 

Most of us got together at this year’s Trout Show for 
the first of many meetings held over the spring and 
summer.  We agreed that, yeah, this just might work, 
and Herr Prusak gave us each our assignments.  At 
the beginning, our little group didn't all know each 

other very well, and in some cases not 
at all, but that can't be said now.  At 
most of our meetings, when the 
scheduled work was over we spent an 
hour or so telling stories, keeping me 
up way past my usual bedtime.  I don't 
do that for just anybody.  Besides 
chugging along with the project, it has 
been gratifying to see a group from 
such different backgrounds come to-
gether with such enthusiasm to see it 
through.  It reminds me a lot of the 
early years of my involvement with the 
chapter. 

As of the first of August, the stories 
have been selected, and the chapters 
have been laid out.  The Introduction 
and Dedication have been written.  We 
still need to get together to finalize the 
artwork to be used.  Robbi has been 
keeping the board up to date on our 

activities, and is preparing release forms to be sent to 
the authors of the articles.  Tom Ames is writing the 
chapter and story intros, and we will be sending Linda 
an almost finished copy for her Foreword sometime 
this month.  We will be tying up the loose ends in the 
next several months. 

Ah, yes, back to rule number one.  Our little group has 
unanimously decided that we would like 
to see any monies generated by the 
sales of our project be used to help 
fund chapter youth activities like Trout 
in the Classroom, etc.  Ka-ching! 
 

EL CHEAPO FLY TYER 
The Making of “The Book” 

Jim Clark 
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Tredyffrin Township is pushing many projects to help 
our creeks and general environment.  Their side-
walks project (multiple phases) is moving along with 
stormwater management incorporated into the de-
signs.  In the Irish Road phase some under street 
storage and infiltration is designed.  This is a terrific 
project.  In this same area we have received a Grow-
ing Greener grant to install bio-infiltration swales 
along the Conestoga HS practice field thus infiltrating 
what now flows off the field and down into the re-
ceiving neighborhood. 

Growing Greener is growing less green all the time.  
With the state’s ongoing financial crisis all programs 
environmental are being raided.  The Growing 
Greener grant program could cease to be.  A funding 
source that we used to do projects to improve our 
watersheds could be wiped out.  The latest proposals 
to save Growing Greener are deriving their funding 
from the yet to be enacted natural gas severance 
tax.  We need your support.  Contact your elected 
state officials and push them hard to vote for a natu-
ral gas severance tax that includes a percentage pro-
vision for funding Growing Greener.  And while you 
have their ear, also push them for the restoration of 
the Environmental Stewardship Fund with a fixed 
percentage of the severance tax proceeds. 

Marcellus Shale and natural gas extraction is a hot 
topic in Chester County.  Although it is not happen-
ing directly in our backyard we are feeling the effects 
of the need for increased infrastructure (pipelines) 
and the impacts on places where we recreate.  A 
coalition has been formed to push for meaningful 
regulation to protect our environment and to enact a 
natural gas severance tax among other issues.   

Owen Owens, Jim Nelson and Chuck Marshall have 
been active in creating and pushing the fledgling 
coalition along.  It has now become bigger and bet-
ter supported than I believe any of them thought 
possible.  Penn Environment, Clean Water Action and 
League of Women Voters have greatly assisted in 
making the coalition a great outreach machine to 
develop public awareness of the issues and to entice 
the public to become involved. 

The negotiations with the PA Turnpike over their 
stormwater from their widening project in Tredyffrin 
took a new twist when Senator Andrew Dinniman 
called a meeting of the environmental players and 
the Commission on July 27th.  It was agreed to meet 
again on August 31st after trying to sort through the 
Valley Creek Coalition’s principal concerns which are 
specifically two large underground detention systems 
that discharge directly to Valley Creek and Wilson 
Run.  They are arguing that they have met the regu-
latory requirements through off site mitigation.  We, 
representing the Valley Creek Coalition, are arguing 
that a direct discharge to Valley Creek that does not 
address increased volume or potential temperature 
impacts does not meet the state Chapter 92 statutes 
for Exceptional Value streams.  There are also some 
other technical issues that need to be worked 
through.  Following that meeting, how-
ever, the Turnpike announced that the 
Slip Ramp Project at Route 29 was back 
on track for being built. 

(Continued from page 3) 

Environmental Update 

Pete Goodman 

ON THE STREAM  
Fall 2010 

R emember—don’t fish to trout who are 
actively spawning, it is already stressful 
enough. 

Watch your step, changing the shape of a 
redd will cause the eggs to die. 

Limit your wading, the newly hatched alevins 
will be in the gravel. 

Fred Gender 
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Backwaters 
ered bee into a swift current that would take it be-
hind logs, around eddies or beneath undercut banks 
holding it seemed, untold numbers of the little trout 
just waiting for a morsel of food from the current's 
drift.  Had they not been so beautiful in their nuptial 
dress of the season, I would have tired of catching 
them.  And as brook trout often are wont to do, they 
struck the McGinty with abandon, without regard to 
my weak presentations.  

It wasn't long before I had the little 
ten-inch fellow beached. There, in 
the soft light beneath feathery 
boughs of hemlock shadowing the 
wilderness pool, the fish lay shim-
mering on a bed of moss and fern, 
resplendent in its aura of color and 
natural beauty. For me, there is 
nothing quite so beautiful as a 
woodcock, a grouse or a brook trout 
laying upon a carpet of emerald fern 
salted with the variegated red and 
gold of autumn leaves.  Soft russet 
feathers or the bright iridescence of 
white and scarlet upon a velvety 
backdrop of purplish olives, native 
brook trout have to be among the 
most beautiful sights to behold--
jewels from the crown of autumn's seasonal reign.  

Although several trout of seven or eight inches were 
taken, that fish was the largest of the day. I could 
not have experienced the spontaneous pleasure of a 
day's trouting had I not thought to include a little 

Shakespeare, telescoping 
fly rod, a tiny Rochester 
reel and a small wallet of 
wet flies tucked into the 
rear game pocket of my 
field coat.  

Hunting turned angling 
certainly saved this day for 
me. Earlier, I'd stashed my 
double flintlock fowler, 
powder and shot flasks 
under a fallen tree and 
rigged the little fiberglass 
fly rod.  I hunted fish as I 
might hunt the grouse cov-
erts.  A stealthy approach, 

thinking "Ought to be one hiding there in that eddy. I 
know there must be one under that undercut bank 
where the roots of that beech hang low."  Just simply 
dabbling, I might have done as well to have left the 
rod at camp and carried only a leader and short sec-
tion of line to attach to a wand made from a trimmed 
sapling. However, not all streams I may happen upon 
while gunning were as small as this brook. At times I 
may have need for casting, therefore the pack rod 
and reel usually accompanies me---just in case I have 

need of being---entertained.  

I was never much of a believer in 
pack rods. I have always felt that if 
one intended to hunt, then it is best 
to hunt without distraction.  If a fel-
low wished to fish trout, why carry a 
gun?   Most pack rods leave some-
thing to be desired in the way of 
dynamics and action, or at least 
those I've handled. Besides the tele-
scoping fiberglass rod from Shake-
speare, I have a little South Bend, 
five-and-one, split bamboo rod from 
the 'forties or early 'fifties. It was an 
el-cheapo back when most fly rods 
were made of cane--for better or 
worse. It's as stiff as a poker and I 
must admit I've never used it. I re-

member when Wright & McGill put up a glass outfit 
neatly packed in a little travel case, but like the South 
Bend, its length would be more obtrusive in the back 
of my game coat than the telescoping Shakespeare, 
which is but a tad longer than its handle length.  

For the traditional archery hunter a little pack rod 
would be ideal for sliding into a leather back quiver. 
Even if one hunts with a compound bow, carrying a 
pack-in fly rod makes a good excuse for carrying a 
traditional back quiver. Find a nice leather one with a 
zippered accessory pocket sewn to the front. It's ideal 
for carrying a wallet of flies and a micro-reel like an 
old Rochester Ideal or a #250 Meisselbach Feather-
light.  

On that particular November afternoon the McGinty 
worked well for me; less so the Hare's Ear and Lead-
wing Coachman I'd started with.  Does this prove that 
a splash of color still attracts the innocent wild 
brookie?  Besides a few ants, beetles, bead head 
nymphs, elk hair caddis, soft hackles, etc., its reason 
enough to argue my penchant for fishing a number of 

(Continued from page 4) 

(Continued on page 8) 



 

 WWW.VALLEYFORGETU.ORG                                          FALL 2010                                                                                 8 

classic wets of pedigree. Selected for their color and 
diversity, perhaps they're not the wisest choices to  
carry but who can resist tying on flies with names 
such as Royal Coachman, Parmacheene Belle,  
Grizzly King, Queen of the Waters, Pink Lady, Alexan-
dria, Professor and Montreal to tempt a  
colorful brookie from a tumbling mountain stream? 
Besides, they just look good lying between folds of 
soft leather and sheepskin.  

Some things just seem to complement one another: 
Like a brace of bushytails with a slim longrifle and 
powder horn; a handsome longbow with a pack rod 
stowed in a quiver of cedar arrows or stashed in the 
rear pocket of an old Woolrich mackinaw; like a classic 
double shotgun and an English setter. Or, like a brace 
of woodcock, grouse and brook trout.  

Compatible companions of the forest and stream with 
which to be entertained and to enjoy the richness of 
those pleasures offered up in the woodland on an au-
tumn's afternoon.  

Thos. E. Ames 

(Continued from page 7) 

Backwaters 

Fly Fishing Show announces new location in 
Pennsylvania for 2011 at the Valley Forge Con-
vention Center near Philadelphia, March 5,6. 

*** 

Chuck Furimsky often receives suggestions on new 
locations and requests to do the Fly Fishing Show in 
areas that would welcome a show.  These possible 
additions are always examined and researched care-
fully for the best dates, user friendly facilities, and the 
potential for exciting attendance figures to increase 
exhibitor business and our sport.  A new show is a 
careful decision, but once it is planned you can expect 
it to be a winner. 

The new show is the “Pennsylvania Fly Fishing 
Show” scheduled for March 5th and 6th at the Valley 
Forge Convention Center.  This location in the King of 
Prussia area near Philadelphia is very difficult to ob-
tain because of the popularity of the exhibit hall. Plus 
it has free parking for exhibitors and attendees, con-
venient hotels and restaurants, and no high union set-
up fees.  Originally Chuck was working on a March 
19th & 20th date at the Greater Philadelphia Expo, but 
he finally settled on the Valley Forge Convention Cen-
ter. 

Since the announcement of the “Pennsylvania Fly 
Fishing Show” was first mentioned, response has 
been awesome.  It will take place almost two months 
after Somerset, so any attendees that wouldn’t miss 
Somerset will also be ready to attend a second fly 
event.  And the dates precede the opening of trout 
season, which allows the attendees to purchase 
needed products for the coming season. Plans are to 
lean toward a more Pennsylvania celebrity speaking 
schedule, as not to duplicate Somerset talks.  From 
talking to Chuck—the Pennsylvania show will be huge. 

Editor’s Note:  When I first heard there would be a 
“Pennsylvania Fly Fishing Show” in March 2011 
I placed a call to Chuck Furimsky to see if our chapter 
could get a table.  The answer was a resounding 
“Yes.”   Chuck’s Somerset, NJ show started it all—he 
now operates fly fishing shows across the country.   

The timing of this show is perfect—a few weeks prior 
to our annual Trout Show.   This will give our chapter 
a great opportunity to promote our Trout Show, and 
more importantly, meet and communicate our TU 
message with other like minded folks. 

So put the dates March 5th and 6th on your calendar 
now.   We look forward to seeing you there.   

For more information on the “Pennsylvania Fly 
Fishing Show” please visit the Fly Fishing Show 
website: www.flyfishingshow.com 
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Who Ya Gonna Call? 
 

If you see a spill or fish kill, call us… 
Call any of your officers  

or board members  
(see the inside back cover of 

Banknotes) 
 

Illegal Fishing and Poaching or  
Disturbance of a Waterway: 

Notify the PA Fish and Boat Commission 
 

Fish Kills or Illegal Dumping: 
Notify the PA Fish and Boat Commission  

and 
PA Department of  

Environmental Protection (DEP) 
 

Water Quality and Pollution: 
Notify the PA Department of  

Environmental Protection (DEP) 
 

*** 

Pennsylvania Department of 
Environmental Protection 

 

Emergencies should be reported immediately  
by telephone to the Southeast Regional Office  

at 484-250-5900  
(24 hours a day, 7 days a week) 

 

Pennsylvania Fish and Boat  
Commission 

 
 

Our local WCO, Bob Bonney, has requested 
emergencies should be reported immediately  

to him via his cell phone: 
610-637-6398 

and to the Southeast Region of the PA F&BC 
(8:00 AM – 4:00 PM weekdays) 

717-626-0228 

Erosion and Sedimentation Issues: 
Notify the Chester County 

Conservation District 
610-925-4920 

 

Well and Septic Issues: 
Notify the Chester County 

Health Department 
610-344-6225  

  

IMAGINEIMAGINE  
Trout Fly Fishing 

from November to May in 
San Martin de los Andes 

in 
Northern Patagonia 

Argentina 
The streams and lakes offer many opportunities. 

Make ALVAGAR CABIN 
your home base Bed & Breakfast 

Fly Fishing Packages available 
Tailored to your needs 

For more information visit 
www.alvagarcabin.com 

Contact in the USA: 
Daniel & Ana Maria Beninati 

610-269-9527 
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Valley Creek Workdays 
Yes we have monthly workdays! 

When? 
Saturdays following our general  meetings 

 

Where? 
Details provided at our general meetings  
or contact either Rod Horton or our Prez 

 

Why? 
We are committed to protecting and 

preserving Valley Creek.  It’s also a great  way 
to meet your fellow chapter members. 

 

Want to Help?  Please Contact 
Pete @ 610-827-7619  
Rod @ 610-666-6167  
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Valley Forge Trout Unlimited Membership Application 
 

OFFICERS 
President 
Jim Nelson 
424 Vineyard Lane 
Downingtown, PA  19335 
610-458-5065 
jwnelson39@verizon.net 

Past President (immediate) 

Pete Goodman 
2194 Valley Hill Road 
Malvern, PA  19355 
610-827-7619 
peteg@bee.net 

Vice President, Internal Affairs 
Neil Johnson 
525 Rack Raymond Road 
Downingtown, PA 19335 
610-269-7526 
rockray1@comcast.net 

Vice President, External Affairs 

Karl Heine 
152 Weedon Court 
West Chester, PA  19380 
610-363-7238 

Secretary 
Bob Jones 
1323 Spellman Drive 
Downingtown, PA  19335 
610-466-0108 
robertwjones@verizon.net 
 

 

Treasurer 
Frank Donohoe 
17 Amy Lane 
Malvern, PA  19355 
610-993-9831 
fsdonohoe@verizon.net 

Environmental Chairman 

Jim Leonard 
1778 Lenape-Unionville Road 
West Chester, PA  19382 
610-793-1706 
jamesmleonard@hotmail.com 

Membership Chairman 
Jim Ferrier 
204 Jacqueline Drive 
West Chester, PA  19382 
610-436-4232 
 

BOARD MEMBERS 
 

Joe Armstrong 
450 Lucky Hill Road 
West Chester, PA  19380 
610-436-6080 
Rich Bauer 
102 Manor Drive 
Kennett Square, PA  19348 
610-347-0155 
bludun@erols.com 

Chuck Cutshall 
257 Brookmead Road 
Wayne, PA  19087 
610-687-1354 
chucksfootball@yahoo.com 

John Dettrey 
113 Woodland Drive 
Coatesville, PA 19320 
610-857-5727 
jdet@comcast.net 

Robbi Freisem 
1000 Caln Meeting House Rd. 
Coatesville, PA  19320 
610-466-0341 
rfreisem@verizon.net 
Fred Gender 
210 Elliott Drive 
Douglassville, PA 19518 
610-385-0989 
afgender@ptd.net 
Rod Horton 
1037 Shearwater Drive 
Audubon, PA  19403 
610-666-6167 
horton_rl@verizon.net 

John Johnson 
1085 Harmony Hill Road 
Downingtown, PA  19335 
610-873-9062 

Dave Macaleer 
21 Arrowpoint Drive 
Glenmoore, PA  19343 
610-942-4254 
davenlynda@chesco.com 
Owen Owens 
1403 Carroll Brown Way 
West Chester, PA  19382 
610-399-1294 
IreneOwen@comcast.net 

Andy Pancoast 
912 Deer Road 
Bryn Mawr, PA 19010 
610-496-3959  
awpancoast@hotmail.com 

Editor 
Tom Prusak 
37 Christiana Pike 
Christiana, PA  17509 
610-593-2365 
tprusak@progeny.net 

Assistant Editor 
Heather Goodman 

Advertising Manager 
Charlie Griffen 
610-594-0648 

Layout & Graphics 

Tom Prusak 

Artist & Cartoonist 

Todd Henderson 

TU Websites 

www.tu.org 
www.valleyforgetu.org 

Send changes of  
address to: 

VFTU 
PO Box 1356 
West Chester, PA 19380 

VFTU Officers & Board of Directors 

Banknotes 

YES!  Please begin my one-year membership in Trout Unlimited. I 
understand my dues payment entitles me to all regular membership 
benefits including a personal membership card and quarterly issues 
of Trout magazine.  VFTU members also receive our quarterly news-
letter Banknotes. 

Name  _______________________________________________ 

Address  _______________________________________________ 

  _______________________________________________ 

City        _______________________________________________ 

State  ________   Zip   _____________ 

Phone  _________  -   _________  -  ______________________ 

*Email  _____________________________@ ________________ 

*Trout Unlimited does not make email addresses available to out-
side parties, for any reason, ever.  By providing your email address 
you help us reduce mailing and printing costs, which in turn helps 
the environment .  
�  Enclosed is my employer’s matching contribution gift form.  This is 
in addition to my membership application and payment. 

Trout Unlimited is incorporated as a 501(C)3 non-profit, 
educational, charitable organization, and all monetary and property 
donations are tax deductible to the extent allowed by law.   

Please select membership category: 

�  Special New Member Rate $17.50 
�  Regular   $35 
�  Family/Contributor  $50 
�  Sponsor   $100 
�  Conservator   $250 
�  Steward   $500 
�  *Life    $1000 (no further dues) 
�  *Family Life   $1100 (no further dues 
�  Youth   $20     (under 18) 
�  Senior   $20     (62 and older) 

Payment enclosed: $ ________________  
Make checks payable to Trout Unlimited 

� VISA    � MASTERCARD    � AMEX    � DISCOVER 

Acct. Num:____________________________________________ 
Name on Card: _______________________________________ 
Exp Date: ______/________ 
Signature:   ___________________________________________ 

To ensure correct New Member Rebate, the VFTU chapter 
number is: 

        Cut out and mail to: 
 

Trout Unlimited 
P.O. Box 7400 
Woolly Bugger, WV 25438 

290 



Valley Forge Chapter of Trout Unlimited 
PO Box 1356 
West Chester, PA  19380 

VFTU MEETING SCHEDULE 
  

 

September 9th 
  

Heather SietzHeather SietzHeather Sietz   
Fishing the Panoi RiverFishing the Panoi RiverFishing the Panoi River———RussiaRussiaRussia   

   

October 14th 
  

Tom HyltonTom HyltonTom Hylton   
Pottstown Planning CommissionPottstown Planning CommissionPottstown Planning Commission   

   

November 11th 
  

Gerry WaterfieldGerry WaterfieldGerry Waterfield   
Upper Schuylkill River Trout FisheryUpper Schuylkill River Trout FisheryUpper Schuylkill River Trout Fishery   
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