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    VALLEY FORGE TROUT UNLIMITED   

Clean Streams Raffle Results 

T his September Pete Goodman 
stepped down as president of 

VFTU. It was a term filled with hard 
work and many successful accomplish-
ments. For those of you who know 
Pete, you recognize the effort and 
commitment he demonstrated in fulfill-
ing his responsibilities. It is worth 
summarizing a few of the things that 
have happened under his leadership: 
numerous chapter awards, the Crabby 
Creek restoration, the work on the 
Worthington site, the ongoing efforts 
with the DOT on the slip ramp project 
and turnpike expansion, his active role 
in gaining township support to protect 
Valley Creek and the time consuming 

but necessary day to day activities of 
communicating and performing the 
administrative activities of the office. 
On behalf of all of us thanks!  

So what’s next? The Board is meeting 
in December to start the process of 
defining our direction and priorities for 
the next few years. Not to preempt 
this meeting or discussion but we 
know Valley will continue to be a prior-
ity. Stormwater management in the 
Valley Creek watershed is a very real 
threat to maintaining the quality of 
Valley Creek. It is not an effort that 
can be accomplished by VFTU alone 

(Continued on page 2) 
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W ith the economy going down the tubes this fall, we had a bit of a concern 
that we would not be able to sell all 100 raffle tickets for our year-end raf-

fle.  But this did not deter both VFTU and WCFG&W and in the end all tickets were 
sold—which means $4000 in profit was split between our two organizations. A big 
“thank you”  to everyone who sold or bought tickets The winners were drawn at 
the December 11, 2008 VFTU General Meeting.   

And the winners are: 
1st: $1,000 - Chuck Marshall 

2nd: Weber Gas Grill $350 Value - Andy Madsen 

3rd: Custom Fly Rod $350 Value - Andy Nelson 

4th: Original Watercolor $250 Value - Tom Katick 

5th:  Fly Box & Trout Flies $200 Value - Robbi Freisem 

6th: Renzetti Traveler Vise $170 Value - Owen Owens 

7th: Kimberton Inn Gift Certificate $150 Value - Armand Prusak 

8th: Fishpond Bag $130 Value - Dave Heller 

9th: Orvis Fly Reel $120 Value - Larry Startcell 

10th: Gordon’s Gift Certificate $100 Value - John Funk  

BBANKNOTEANKNOTESS  

2008 Bollinger Award 2008 Bollinger Award 2008 Bollinger Award   
  

Presented to VFTU for 
Best TU NewsletterBest TU NewsletterBest TU Newsletter  
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but will require broad participation from all of the stake-
holders in the Valley Creek watershed. VFTU will con-
tinue to focus on projects and work that are within our 
sphere of control and influence. To be successful in our 
efforts we need to reach out and gain a broader level of 
support from our membership. We have a wealth of 
skills in our membership base and we need to define the 
best way to engage these resources and skills to accel-
erate our efforts and continue to make progress. 

We have work to do, as none of us want our children or 
grandchildren to be standing on the Wilson bridge look-
ing into a lifeless stream saying that they can remember 
when the water was clear and cool and their grandfa-
ther use to catch wild trout a few yards upstream under 
that big sycamore tree. 

Jim Nelson 

(Continued from page 1)  

 

NOTES FROM THE PREZ 

Valley Forge  
Trout Unlimited 

T he Valley Forge Chapter of 
Trout Unlimited is dedicated 

to preserving, protecting, and  
restoring trout habitat throughout 
Chester County, Pennsylvania. 

Its 715 member and affiliates are 
engaged in the fight to preserve 
our precious coldwater resources.  
All similarly inclined persons are 
invited to join.  Refer to the  
membership application form 
found in the back of this issue of  
Banknotes. 

 

Valley Creek Workdays 
Yes we have monthly workdays! 

When? 
Saturdays following our General  Meetings 

 

Where? 
Details provided at our general meetings  
or contact either Rod Horton or our Prez 

 

Why? 
We are committed to protecting and 

preserving Valley Creek  - it’s also a great  
way to meet your fellow chapter members 

 

Want to Help? - Please Contact 
Pete @ 610-827-7619  
Rod @ 610-666-6167  
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T he workday that was rained out in September 
in Valley Forge National Historical Park was 

completed in October.  New cedar trees were se-
cured into place along the eroded bank at the sani-
tary sewer force main upstream of the Wilson Road 
Bridge.  This was maintenance work on the revet-
ment project that we completed last year.  The re-
vetment has been in place now over a year and is 
performing very well.  The bank erosion has been 
stopped and vegetation is starting to take hold in the 
areas behind the trees secured along the bank.  Two 
additional trees were secured in the area immedi-
ately downstream of the project in an eroded pocket.  

The dramatic relocation of Crabby Creek in Radbill 
Park, Tredyffrin Township, near the intersection of 
Route 252 (Bearhill Road), Swedesford Road and 
Howelleville Road is complete.  This is the largest 
project to see our participation to date.  If you have 
not seen it, it is worth the trip.  The project site can 
be accessed from the Radbill Park on Route 252.  If 
you would like a guided tour, give me a call, I would 
be happy to do a “show and tell” with a VFTU group.   

This was a huge step for the Valley Creek Restora-
tion Partnership.  In my mind, it is a very successful 
project on many different levels. The project demon-
strated the amount of cooperation among the enti-
ties involved.  It eliminated infrastructure problems – 
eroded exposed sewer lines.  It eliminated the huge 
amounts of silt that were being flushed down the 
Valley Creek system.  The project also increased the 

cold water habitat in 
the new stream 
channel. 

There are many 
“ t h a n k  y o u ’ s ” 
needed.  The most 
important one is to 
the William Penn 
Foundation who pro-
vided the funding to 
make the initial 
study, and also for 
providing the imple-
mentation grant to 
make the actual 
work, this dream, a 
reality.  Also, a huge 

“thank you” to the Chester County Conservation Dis-
trict (CCCD) who was the grant recipient and admin-
istered the project.  CCCD’s Chotty Sprenkle ran the 
show and is to be commended for her leadership and 
work.  Thank you to all of the partners of the Valley 
Creek Restoration Partnership whose vision and ef-
fort made this possible. 

We made a call for volunteers to plant trees and 
shrubs on the first two Saturdays in November.  We 
had people come from all over to help us with plant-
ing, deer protection and erosion mat refastening.  
This was a wonderful broad-based effort.  On those 
two Saturdays we planted 470 trees and shrubs in 
very difficult conditions, installed 550 feet of deer 
excluding fence, quite a few deer protection tubes 
and re-secured several hundred feet of erosion mat.  
According to my count, there were 56 individuals (7 
of whom participated both days), from 15 different 
organizations or classes within organizations, that 
provided 230 hours of their lives to the restoration of 
Crabby Creek.  At the close of this article is a list of 
volunteers we would like to recognize for their help 
in re-greening the construction area.  Thank you all. 

The National Fish and Wildlife Federation grant on 
upper Crabby Creek for habitat restoration is now 
operating under an extension.  The end date for the 
grant has now been moved to September 30, 2009.  
This will allow us more time to focus and evaluate 
what we installed back in April 2008.  We will then 
move forward to finalize what can be done with the 
remaining funds and time. 

We also have a National Fish and Wildlife Federation 
grant on Valley Creek for habitat improvement.  As-
sisting us with this is the Delaware Riverkeeper Net-
work.  We have engaged them to survey several 
reaches of Valley Creek to make recommendations 
for habitat improvement projects.  They have com-
pleted their surveys, have compiled their data and 
we have scheduled a meeting to review observa-
tions, recommendations and opportunities that they 
have identified.  Also, part of the DRN’s work was to 
survey and map large woody debris in the stream 
areas that they looked at as part of a study to make 
recommendations pertaining to this debris in the 
stream. 

(Continued on page 5) 

ENVIRONMENTAL UPDATE 
Projects, Progress, and Happenings in the Valley Creek Watershed 
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OWENS LIVING WATERS 

B y early fall 2008 Crabby Creek was flowing 
through its new stream channel. Over 1,300 feet 

of stream restoration work had been completed, and 
the Flyways Excavating crew had moved on to their 
next project. On a warm October 13 afternoon, a few 
Valley Creek Restoration Partnership members were 
walking beside Crabby Creek with Catherine Smith, 
owner of Redbud Nurseries. “How do we replant these 
long stretches of stream bank with native trees and 
shrubs,” we asked, “so that when we’re done a little bit 
of Penn’s Woods has been regenerated?”  

“I’ll prepare a plan so you know where to plant,” Cath-
erine responded. “We have money from the William 
Penn Foundation grant to pay for shrubs and trees,” 
Chuck Marshall said. “I’ll set up two Saturday work-
days,” Pete Goodman promised, “and we’ll get those 
plants in the ground this fall!”  

DIGGING IN THE DIRT  

On Saturday, November 1, my wife Irene and I arrived 
at Crabby Creek to help with the tree planting work-
day. Expecting to see the faces of the faithful few, we 
were amazed to see many women and men digging 
holes and putting trees and shrubs in the ground. I 
picked my way along the steep slope to where the East 
Whiteland and Tredyffrin Township managers, Terry 
Woodman and Mimi Gleason, were down on their 
hands and knees putting plants in the ground, and 
spoke with each for a few moments. Then I jumped 
the creek and went up to where Pete Goodman was 
directing the project. “How many are here?” I asked 
Pete. “I counted 28!” he responded. Neal McAloon, 

Open Lands Conservancy, said 
that he thought things were 
going well despite the threat-
ening weather.  

Around a member’s red truck 
was what looked like a small 
forest of trees and shrubs 
waiting to be planted. “What 
would you like us to do?” I 
asked. “We need some help 
on the other bank,” Pete re-
sponded. Dave Williams, who 
has planned and guided many 
Valley Creek stream projects, 
showed us where we needed 
to put shrubs. Soon I was cut-

ting a shrub sized 
hole in the coconut 
matting and then 
putting my shovel to 
work, while Irene 
was tapping a pot to 
get the shrub to 
slide out. I paused 
to look at the 
shrub’s well formed 
root system, resting 
a moment from the 
effort required to dig 
down into hard 
packed soil and 
rocks. Before long, 
however, the hole 
was ready for the 
plant. We brought 
over a pail of mulch 
(that Tredyffrin 
Township had pro-
vided) and mixed it 
with soil, spread out 
the shrub’s roots in the hole, covered them with dirt, 
and firmly pressed down the soil around the plant.  

With my knife I cut another shrub sized hole in the 
matting, dug a hole, and into the ground went a sec-
ond plant. After an hour or so we were sweating and 
tired. It was time for a break. We looked at the shrubs 
and trees around us that now were filling in what had 
been a bare expanse of dirt.  

By 1:00pm the small forest of potted trees and shrubs 
around the red truck had shrunk dramatically. Along 
Crabby’s steep banks shrubs pushed up toward the 
sky. The upland area once again hosted specimens of 
the diverse trees that once graced Penn’s Woods. Mus-
cles ached and we were tired, but as we returned 
home I knew that though we had been part of a dra-
matic event, there was still a lot of work to do.  

THINK FOREST  

On Saturday November 8 the banks of Crabby Creek 
were again crowded with eager workers. Over 30 peo-
ple turned out for this workday. Drs. David Dunbar and 
Carrie Nielsen led a team of Cabrini College students 
planting trees and re-working the coconut matting un-

(Continued on page 8) 

THANK YOU, PETE, AND CATHERINE, AND DAVE, AND CHUCK, AND...  

IMAGINEIMAGINE  
Trout Fly Fishing 

from November to May in 
San Martin de los Andes 

in 
Northern Patagonia 

Argentina 

The streams and lakes offer 
many opportunities. 

Make ALVAGAR CABIN your 
home base Bed & Breakfast 

Fly Fishing Packages available 
Tailored to your needs 

For more information visit 
www.alvagarcabin.com 

Contact in the USA: 
Daniel & Ana Maria Beninati 

610-269-9527 
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Environmental Update 
The Environmental Fund for Pennsylvania rain gar-
den grant is winding down.  Although the garden 
has been in place all summer we still have some 
clean-up items to complete.  Since this is a demon-
stration project we will be installing an educational 
sign on site some time in the near future (the sign is 
ordered and in production).  We have also pur-
chased rain barrels to be installed at the site but will 
probably hold off until spring at this point.  The rain 
garden was observed and photographed in hurricane 
Hanna (Sept. 6, 2008) and was found to have man-
aged 1½ inches of rain in 6 hours before over top-
ping.  The rain garden was also the topic of a video 
presentation on Tredyffrin Township Public Access 
Television and featured Carreen Wright, Owner of 
CGardens who did the garden design and obtained 
the plants. 

We will be pursuing further grant opportunities in 
the very near future. 

The Embrace-A-Stream grant program will receive 
our application shortly for funding assistance in 
studying the large woody debris in Valley Creek.  
Our initial discussions with the TU representative for 
our area said that the project sounded very interest-
ing. 

We will be asking Excelon to help us with funding to 
monitor flow discharges under varying conditions at 
the Trenton Cut Off Railroad Tunnel on Crabby 
Creek.  These measurements hopefully will show the 
improvement made in infiltrating storm water in the 
upper Crabby Creek watershed as a result of the in-
stallation of the infiltration devices designed by Cahill 
& Assoc. under the William Penn Foundation grant. 

And finally we have had further dis-
cussions with William Penn Founda-
tion regarding a strategic plan for the 
Valley Creek watershed to identify 
and rank priority projects.  

Happy New Year to All. 

 

*** 

Volunteers that worked for the re-greening of 
Crabby Creek November 1 & 8, 2008: 

Cabrini College Professors: David Dunbar & Car-
rie Nielsen 

Cabrini College Professors’ Children: Eric, Kyle 
& Megan Dunbar 

Cabrini College Students: Alexis DiCamillo, Jusyin 
DiPasquall, Jessica Klesmer, Tom Moir & Kelly Smith 

Chester County Water Resources Authority: Craig 
Thomas 

Conestoga High School: Emily Zhang 

East Whiteland Township Manager: Terry 
Woodman 

Girl Scout Leader: Bryne Smythe, Dave Willis & 
Sharon Willis 

Girl Scouts: Charlotte Reuben, Cameron Smythe, 
Meredith Warchol, Claudia Willis, Natalie Willis 

Open Lands Conservancy of Chester County: 
Ray Clarke, Tim Lander, Neil McAloon 

Tidy Up Tredyffrin: Kathie Jackson 

Tredyffrin Township Manager: Mimi Gleason 

Tredyffrin Township Environment Advisory 
Council: Sarah Ahmann Kligman 

Valley Forge National Historical Park, Biolo-
gist: Kate Jensen 

Valley Forge Trout Unlimited: Rich Baier, Todd 
Bowersox, Keith Darlington, John Dettrey, Frank 
Donohoe, Mimi Feeg, Fred Gender, Judy Goodman, 
Pete Goodman, Karl Heine, Rod Horton, Peter 
Hughes, Rob Kafes, Andy Kanter, Emily Kanter, Peter 
Lee, Steve Magargee, Chuck Marshall, Jim Nelson, 
Irene Owens, Owen Owens, Butch Pfitzenmeyer, Jim 
Reamer, Tom Schneider, John Stepto, Jeff Turner, 
Tucker Wade & Ray Young 

Williams Natural Landscape Design: Dave Wil-
liams  

(Continued from page 3) 

Pete Goodman 
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EDITORS JOURNAL 

M y Indian guide spoke not a word, only scan-
ning the placid waters with those piercing 

eyes.  He looked up to at the cloudless sky for a sign 
from ancestors of the great Delaware Nation.   With 
paddle in hand he mumble something in his native 
tongue and turned our canoe south.   “What is the 
sign?,” I pleaded. “What are the spirits of the river 
telling you?”  He stopped paddling and turned to me. 
“Hmm—you should have been here yesterday...” 

*** 

Every fly fisherman, at some point, will be confronted 
with the awkward position of playing guide.  In my 
case it’s mostly my own doing, and you would think I 
would know better.  It usually goes something like 
this—I spill the beans that I had a great day on the 
water.  And I like some fisherman may at times 
stretch the truth just a bit, of course just where it’s 
necessary to fill in a minor gap or two of an other-
wise 100% truthful story.  At this point, instead of 
just ending it there—I will suffer from a case of tem-

porary insanity and invite the poor sucker to come 
along with me on my next outing.  This is just a 
guarantee that everything will go south.  Sure I can 
blame it on the weather, lack of hatches, water level 
and temps—but I would place the blame on me 
where it most certainly belongs.  So I got to think-
ing—how can I have so many good days on my own 
and often can’t repeat this success when I fish with 
others?   I dug deep and here are a few ideas I have 
come up with. 

Selective Memory:  We tend to remember specific 
good fortune on the water and forget the long hours 
spent casting, changing flies, untangling leaders, etc.  
For example—say I catch 10 fish.  I will clearly re-
member the 10-20 minutes of actual fish catching, 
but as most of day is non-descript it quickly fades 
away.  

Fishing vs. Guiding:  If I am fishing with Jim Clark, 
we each go our own way and meet up somewhere 
on the stream.  I am not playing guide for him and 
he is not guiding me, and this is a much different 
scenario than showing someone a piece of water.  In 
fact, it’s best to assume that you are only showing 
the water — and any fish caught would just be icing 
on the cake. 

Educating the Fish:  I remember telling Carl Dusin-
berre about a banner day I had on Hickory Run—
where it seemed every fish wanted my fly.  He told 
me, “Tomas, if you fished the same water the next 
day I think you would find it a different stream.”  I 
know what he meant—I educated a lot of fish.  

*** 

I’ve just hit the tip of the iceberg, but I think I’m on 
to something here.  When it comes to fishing and 
most other things in life, an infinite number of vari-
ables are in play which can either spell 
success or disaster.  Sometimes I think, 
“Geez—it’s a wonder I catch any at all.”   
Then again, Jim Clark did turn me on to 
the CK Nymph so it would be pretty 
hard not to catch a few. 

Playing Indian Guide - Part I 

Tom Prusak 

 

Joseph C. Sassa, III 
Partner 
Audit and Accounting Services 

1200 Atwater Drive, Suite 225 
Malvern, PA 19355 

Phone: 610.647.8100 
Toll Free: 800.267.9405 
Fax: 610.647.8177 

malvern@bmc-llp.com 
Certified Public Accountants and Consultants 
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An ORVIS Store 
All Catalog Items may be ordered through the store 

Fly-Fishing & Tying Equipment 
Sporting Gifts & Clothing 

Outdoor Books & Art 
300 Main Street 

Media, PA  19063 
610-565-6140 

Supporting VFTU 
efforts for over 

20 years 

EL CHEAPO FLY TYER 

O f all the benefits of VFTU membership, the PA 
TROUT newsletter is one of my favorites.  I es-

pecially enjoy the section containing reports on the 
activities of various chapters around the state.  Some 
chapters seem to be small, single issue outfits, while 
others, VFTU included, have projects all over the 
place.  Larger chapters probably got that way by hav-
ing many varied interests to 
attract and keep new mem-
bers.  I’ve often wondered how 
long I would have stayed active 
in this chapter had the only ac-
tivity been attending township 
meetings back when I joined.  
Fortunately there were “mud” 
projects like habitat restoration 
and trout egg planting to keep 
occupied those of us who would rather play in nettles 
than listen to some developer lawyer babble. 

We don’t do the egg planting anymore, but the “Trout 
in the Classroom” program seems to be an interesting 
alternative, and has the added advantage of targeting 
youngsters in school.  An aquarium, a chiller, some 
gravel, trout eggs, a bunch of eager kids, and a little 
instruction, and you are up and running.  If all goes 
well, the kids and their teacher get to stock some of 
the trout fry in local streams in the spring. 

Back in the late Pleistocene, when I went to high 
school, we didn’t have “Trout in the Classroom.”  The 
biology room did have an aquarium mounted to the 
wall, though, and I had a much smaller one at home. 
The home version was a relaxing thing, with goldfish, 
guppies, gouramis and such, paddling around their 
five gallon Gitmo.  There was even an angelfish for 
awhile, at least until I saw it wolf down all the baby 
guppies.  This struck me as patently unfair, so I added 
a rock bass who quickly evened the score. 

Back then, trout season ended on Labor Day,  and it 
was a long time until April, so before long I had a rod 
tip extending from the top bunk, one of those gold 
plated #22 hooks attached to the tippet and was dap-
ping wee little dough balls in front of the goldfish.  

Yeah, I know, I need professional help, but it gets 
worse.  The tank at the high school required a differ-
ent approach.  Fly rod tips were out, but you can pitch 
a dough ball a surprising distance with a spool of sew-
ing thread.  Pretty soon several of us were catching 
and releasing goldfish on a regular basis.  Escalation 
soon ended our fun when one ninny decided to make 

a spear by lashing a straight-
ened fish hook to something 
and jabbing at the fish.  So in-
tent was he at this task that he 
forgot that the tank could also 
be observed from the hall out-
side the classroom, and he also 
failed to notice principal Sam 
Evans watching the proceed-
ings. 

In retrospect, it’s probably a good 
thing that “Trout in the Classroom” 
didn’t exist back then.  Tom Ames 
and I would probably still be trying to 
get out of Downingtown High School. 

TROUT IN THE CLASSROOM, THE EARLY YEARS 
An idle mind and a fishtank is a surefire recipe for trouble 

Jim Clark 
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Owens Living Waters 
der the direction of Fred Gender. Girls scouts and their 
leaders dug holes and planted trees and shrubs.  Val-
ley Forge National Historical Park staff worked to 
cover the edges of matting with soil.  

Teams of Trout Unlimited members were driving 
stakes into the ground, stretching deer netting into 
place, and creating a large deer exclosure fence (as 
we had done with the exclosures in Valley Forge Na-
tional Historical Park). I noted that Craig Thomas, 
Chester County Water Resources staff member, who 
had been at almost every Partnership workday, was 
once again sweating with us. 
Many of the trees outside the 
exclosure was covered by 
deer proof material. Shrubs 
would be sprayed with deer 
repellant.  

It had been misting when I 
arrived, and now rain was fal-
ling. Digging planting holes 
was not easy. In some places 
we had to use a pry bar to 
break up compacted soil and 
loosen rocks. There were lots of us working. We 
traded off with pry bar and shovel, and one by one 
the remaining trees were planted.  

Despite the rain, almost everyone stayed until we fin-
ished planting, fencing, and re-working a big stretch 
of the matting. “Tell me what we planted?” I asked 
Pete. “Here in the upland area are black, chestnut, 
white, and red oaks,” he pointed out. “We also 
planted sugar maple, hickory, black cherry, tulip pop-
lar, dogwood, and basswood trees. On the stream 
banks are river birch, hackberry, arrowwood, black 
haw viburnam, elderberry, hazelnut, American horn-
beam, smooth alder, and black shadberry.”  

Back in the early days of the Partnership, a professor 
who had worked for many years on reducing the vol-
ume of stormwater pouring off developed watersheds 
told us to “Think forest!” Before Europeans came to 
this part of the continent, trees covered the land. The 
water cycle was unimpeded. After even the heaviest 
rains, leaves and branches evaporated and transpired 
water back into the atmosphere. Water soaked into 
the ground and replenished the aquifer. Springs ran 
full and cold.  

“Do you want to reduce the volume of stormwater 
pouring into Valley Creek?” the professor queried. 

“Then replant native trees and 
shrubs wherever you can. 
Kick-start the water cycle by 
thinking forest!” As I looked 
around I thought, “Solving 
stormwater problems by 
‘thinking forest’ seemed like an 
impossible dream, and yet 
here we are today, actually 
regenerating a small part of 
that forest right here in Tre-
dyffrin Township. How fitting 

that money given by the William Penn Foundation has 
replanted a little bit of Penn’s Woods!”  

CONCLUSION  

Starting back in 1979 with West Valley Creek when 
Joe Armstrong led VFTU workdays every month of the 
year, I have stretched my muscles on many restora-
tion projects. These November events on Crabby 
Creek, however, working together with so many dedi-
cated individuals, leaves me particularly inspired and 
grateful. Fifty six persons representing 14 organiza-
tions devoted 230 hours of volunteer time to replant 
the banks of Crabby Creek!  

When people work together to make the world a bet-
ter place to live, barriers between us drop and we ex-
perience land and people becoming a community. 
Children and young people, women and men, and us 
older folks showed that Pennsylvania 
can get cooler and greener again. Those 
little trees, planted with such care, will 
grow and flourish. Thank you, Pete, for 
organizing these workdays. And thank 
every one of you for coming and work-
ing to regenerate Penn’s Woods. 

 

(Continued from page 4) 

OWEN OWENS 

Owen Owens 



 

9                                                                                  WINTER 2009                                        WWW.VALLEYFORGETU.ORG 

Editor’s Note:  Jim Nelson is starting a new Banknotes article 
which hopefully will summarize recent VFTU activities.  If you 
have any suggestions  please let us know. 

 

Projects/Activities 
Crabby Creek  

For all of you that participated in two Crabby work 
days in November big thanks for a job well done. 
Over 450 plantings were dug into the newly re-

stored areas 
of Crabby. 
We had a 
large multi-
generational 
turnout with 
girl scouts, 
Cabribni col-
lege profes-
sors and stu-
dents, town-
ship repre-
sentatives as 
well as TU 
m e m b e r s . 

We are almost done with this project. Fred Gender 
is leading a crew to put that will put on the finishing 
touches, improving the method of securing the ero-
sion matting on the steep sloped areas. Pete Good-
man, Chuck Marshall and Chotty Sprenkle did a 
great job in securing the funds and executing the 
plan. You need to see the results for yourself! 

Trout in the Classroom 

Trout in the classroom- there are three TIC projects 
going on this year: Valley Forge Middle School, 
Avon Grove Charter School and Radnor Middle 
School. These are great projects that extend be-
yond the classroom into the watershed, by provid-
ing learning experiences for students, teachers and 
parents. Laura Mackelcan, a teacher and TU mem-
ber from Avon Grove presented her program at the 
PA TU training session and will be presenting at the 
PA Science Teachers Convention in December. 

Monthly Meetings  

We have a full schedule of monthly meetings sched-
uled for the balance of the year: Be sure and save 
March 31, 2009 to see and hear Gary Borger at the 
annual Trout Show. 

MEANDERINGS 
People 

New VFTU Board Members 

Rich Bauer and Chuck Cutshall joined the Board this 
October. Rich is a retired chemist from DuPont and 
Chuck is a Certified Financial Planner at Merrill Lynch. 

PA Council 

Todd Bowersox a VFTU member has volunteered to 
take the position of Education/Communications Chair 
for the PA Council. 

The Environment 
Government 

“Six Easy Things the Obama Administration can do to 
Heal Our Environment” 

A recent email from EARTHJUSTICE defined six actions 
for the new administration; one that we can all support 
is Restore Protection for America’s Rivers, Lakes and 
Wet Lands. 

Go to the web site www.earthjustice.org to learn about 
all six. 

Open Space 

Even in a down economy people came to the poles 
across the nation to support “Open Space” referen-
dums. Of the 87 referendums to acquire or protect 
open space 62 were passed at a total cost of $7.3 bil-
lion. 

Rivers Conservation & Fly Fishing Youth Camp 

This camp provides students with hands on education in 
cold water conservation and fly fishing. Young men and 
women between the ages of 14 and 17 (birthdays be-
tween 6/27/1991 & 6/21/1995) are eligible to apply. 
Applications must be received by 3/15/08.  VFTU has 
financially supported this program with a $1200 dona-
tion. Call or e-mail Jim Nelson for an application. 

Jim Nelson 

 

Some extra help from the “Duz” never hurt 
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Who Ya Gonna Call? 
 

If you see a spill or fish kill, call us… 
Call any of your officers  

or board members  
(see the inside back cover of 

Banknotes) 
 

Illegal Fishing & Poaching or  
Disturbance of a Waterway: 

Notify the PA Fish & Boat Commission 
 

Fish Kills or Illegal Dumping: 
Notify the PA Fish & Boat Commission  

and 
PA Department of  

Environmental Protection (DEP) 
 

Water Quality & Pollution: 
Notify the PA Department of  

Environmental Protection (DEP) 
 

*** 

Pennsylvania Department of 
Environmental Protection 

 

Emergencies should be reported immediately  
by telephone to the Southeast Regional Office  

at 484-250-5900 or by calling 
(24 hours a day, 7 days a week) 

 

Pennsylvania Fish and Boat  
Commission 

 
 

Our local WCO, Bob Bonney has requested 
emergencies should be reported immediately  

to him via his cell phone: 
610-637-6398 

and to the Southeast Region of the PA F&BC 
(8:00AM – 4:00PM weekdays) 

717-626-0228 

Erosion and Sedimentation Issues: 
Notify the Chester County 

Conservation District 
610-925-4920 

 

Well & Septic Issues: 
Notify the Chester County 

Health Department 
610-344-6225  

2009 VFTU Fly Fishing School  
Sunday May 17, 2009   

Note: You must supply your own equipment 
Questions? 

Call Dave Macaleer at (610) 942-4254 
or 

Ed Penry at (610) 692-6382 

  Number of adults @ $50 each:        ________   
*Number under age 16 @ $25 each: _______ 

*Must be accompanied by a paying adult 
 

 TOTAL ENCLOSED: $____________ 
Refunds made only if cancellation received before May 1st 

 

Make check payable to VFTU 
and mail application to: 

   

VFTU  FFS 
P. O. Box 1356 

West Chester, PA  19380 

 

FLY FISHING SCHOOL  
APPLICATION 

Name:                                                                                   

Address:                                                   Zip: 

Phone:                      E-Mail: 

Name:                                                                                   

Address:                                                   Zip: 

Phone:                      E-Mail: 

Name:                                                                                   

Address:                                                   Zip: 

Phone:                      E-Mail: 

                                                                                               
Please use separate sheet of paper if necessary 

 

Name:                                                                                   

Address:                                                   Zip: 

Phone:                      E-Mail: 
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Valley Forge Trout Unlimited Membership Application 
 

OFFICERS 
President 
Jim Nelson 
424 Vineyard Lane 
Downingtown, PA  19335 
610-458-5065 
jwnelson@comcast..net 
Past President (immediate) 
Pete Goodman 
2194 Valley Hill Road 
Malvern, PA  19355 
610-827-7619 
peteg@bee.net 

Vice President, Internal Affairs 
Neil Johnson 
525 Rack Raymond Road 
Downingtown, PA 19335 
610-269-7526 
rockray1@comcast.net 

Vice President, External Affairs 

Karl Heine 
152 Weedon Court 
West Chester, PA  19380 
610-363-7238 

Secretary 
Bob Jones 
1323 Spellman Drive 
Downingtown, PA  19335 
610-466-0108 
robertwjones@verizon.net 

 

 

Treasurer 
Frank Donohoe 
17 Amy Lane 
Malvern, PA  19355 
610-993-9831 
fsdonohoe@verizon.net 

Environmental Chairman 

Jim Leonard 
1778 Lenape-Unionville Road 
West Chester, PA  19382 
610-793-1706 
jamesmleonard@hotmail.com 

Membership Chairman 
Jim Ferrier 
204 Jacqueline Drive 
West Chester, PA  19382 
610-436-4232 
 

BOARD MEMBERS 
 

Joe Armstrong 
450 Lucky Hill Road 
West Chester, PA  19380 
610-436-6080 
Rich Bauer 
102 Manor Drive 
Kennett Square, PA  19348 
610-347-0155 
bludun@erols.com 

Chuck Cutshall 
257 Brookmead Road 
Wayne, PA  19087 
610-687-1354 
chucksfootball@yahoo.com 

John Dettrey 
113 Woodland Drive 
Coatesville, PA 19320 
610-857-5727 
jdet@comcast.net 

Robin Freisem 
1000 Caln Meeting House Rd. 
Coatesville, PA  19320 
610-466-0341 
rfreisem@comcast.net 
Fred Gender 
1132 King Hill Road 
King of Prussia, PA  19406 
610-783-0504 
fishhead@dejazzd.com 

Rod Horton 
1037 Shearwater Drive 
Audubon, PA  19403 
610-666-6167 
horton_rl@verizon.net 

John Johnson 
1085 Harmony Hill Road 
Downingtown, PA  19335 
610-873-9062 

Dave Macaleer 
21 Arrowpoint Drive 
Glenmoore, PA  19343 
610-942-4254 
davenlynda@chesco.com 
Owen Owens 
1403 Carroll Brown Way 
West Chester, PA  19382 
610-399-1294 
IreneOwen@aol.com 

Andy Pancoast 
912 Deer Road 
Bryn Mawr, PA 19010 
610-496-3959  
awpancoast@hotmail.com 

Editor 
Tom Prusak 
37 Christiana Pike 
Christiana, PA  17509 
610-593-2365 
missey@comcast.net 

Advertising Manager 
Charlie Griffen 
610-594-0648 

Business Manager 
Jim Ferrier 

Layout & Graphics 

Tom Prusak 

Artist & Cartoonist 

Todd Henderson 

TU Websites 

www.tu.org 
www.valleyforgetu.org 

Send changes of  
address to: 

VFTU 
PO Box 1356 
West Chester, PA 19380 

VFTU Officers & Board of Directors 

Banknotes 

YES!  Please begin my one-year membership in Trout Unlimited. I 
understand my dues payment entitles me to all regular membership 
benefits including a personal membership card and quarterly issues 
of Trout magazine.  VFTU members also receive our quarterly news-
letter Banknotes. 

Name  _______________________________________________ 

Address  _______________________________________________ 

  _______________________________________________ 

City        _______________________________________________ 

State  ________   Zip   _____________ 

Phone  _________  -   _________  -  ______________________ 

*Email  _____________________________@ ________________ 

*Trout Unlimited does not make email addresses available to out-
side parties, for any reason, ever.  By providing your email address 
you help us reduce mailing and printing costs which in turn helps 
the environment .  
�  Enclosed is my employer’s matching contribution gift form.  This is 
in addition to my membership application and payment. 

Trout Unlimited is incorporated as a 501(C)3 non-profit, 
educational, charitable organization and all monetary and property dona-
tions are tax deductible to the extent allowed by law.   

Please select membership category: 

�  Special New Member Rate $17.50 
�  Regular   $35 
�  Family/Contributor  $50 
�  Sponsor   $100 
�  Conservator   $250 
�  Steward   $500 
�  *Life    $1000 (no further dues) 
�  *Family Life   $1100 (no further dues 
�  Youth   $20     (under 18) 
�  Senior   $20     (62 and older) 

Payment enclosed: $ ________________  
Make checks payable to Trout Unlimited 

� VISA    � MASTERCARD    � AMEX    � DISCOVER 

Acct. Num:____________________________________________ 
Name on Card: _______________________________________ 
Exp Date: ______/________ 
Signature:   ___________________________________________ 

To ensure correct New Member Rebate, the VFTU chapter 
number is: 

        Cut out and mail to: 
 

Trout Unlimited 
P.O. Box 7400 
Woolly Bugger, WV 25438 

290 



VFTU GENERAL MEETINGS 
Fairfield Inn—Lionville 
Just north of Exton on Rt. 100 
General Meetings are held the 
2nd Thursday of each month  

7:30 PM 
September thru May 

VFTU 
PO Box 1356 
West Chester, PA  19380 

VFTU MEETING SCHEDULE 
  

January 8th 
 

Dinner at Victory Brewing 
10 % of your check goes to VFTU 

 

February 12th 
 

Annual Fly Tying Night 
 

March 31st 
 

TROUT SHOW 2009 
featuring 

Gary Borger 
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