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M aster fly tyer and fisherman Jim 
Lowe is this year’s Dusinberre 

Award winner. He is 
one of those “gentle 
giants” - quietly 
available to help 
whether it’s rolling 
the rocks on a 
stream project or 
tying his exquisite 
flies to be sold or 
raffled at VFTU 
events.  Jim is one of 
the most talented 
individuals to ever saddle up to the 
tying bench. Whether it’s classic Cats-
kill patterns, terrestrials, or saltwater 

flies, Jim’s offerings are highly effec-
tive and truly works of art. It’s hard to 

believe but he has 
donated over 25,000 
fl ies to VFTU!  
Through the years 
his beautiful ties 
have caught count-
less numbers of fish, 
g raced  shadow 
boxes and trout 
prints, and raised 
substantial dollars for 
protecting and en-

hancing trout habitat in Chester 
County. A long-time instructor at our 
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waiting for a few ties to 
show up. 
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BBANKNOTEANKNOTESS  
C arl Dusinberre was the one per-

son everyone wanted to know 
and wanted to be friends with. 

He had a special charisma that 
attracted people like flies to 
road kill. 

He would tell stories that would 
take hours and you would beg 
for more.  Escapades, adven-
tures, dog stories, fishing tales, 
how to look up property at the 
recorder of deeds office and 
with great passion how to protect Val-
ley Creek. 

At the time when I was becoming an 
active member of Valley Forge Trout 
Unlimited Carl was trying to back away.  

He already had 20 years of battles and 
negotiations under his belt.  I was the 

new kid on the block and Carl 
took the role as my teacher and 
mentor.  He said, “Listen Good-
man, I can’t go to all those god-
damn township meetings any 
more – you have to do it!”  And I 
did. 

He had a way of pushing you – 
me at least.  At times it was a 
push in a direction you didn’t 

necessarily want to go but because he 
was doing it and it was necessary to 
keep our heads above water – you did 
it.  He was very persuasive. 

(Continued on page 9) 

Keeper of the Stream 

Carl Dusinberre 
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S pring finally arrived.  I know this because there are 
a lot of bugs around.  Last week, in my bed, I was 

stung by a yellow-jacket three times waking me from a 
sound sleep in the middle of the night.  I prefer to see 
insects streamside. 

Our 2008 Trout Show was a great success and provided 
the Chapter with a net profit of $6,300.  The money 
from our largest fundraiser will help to carry the Chapter 
forward with our ongoing pro-
grams such as numerous 
grant projects, stormwater 
reduction work, and out-reach 
programs such as Trout-in-
the-Classroom and the Fly 
Fishing School.  At the show 
we signed up what we 
thought were 25 new mem-
bers—more on that later.  
Our try at the Silent Auction 
was well received and 
brought in a nice return.  
However there were some complaints as to how it was 
run and that we could have made even more with that 
portion of the show.  Thankfully we have a new volun-
teer with experience to help us with this portion of the 
show next year. 

You’ve Got Mail 

I am remiss in getting out the thank-you letters to those 
of you who donated to the Trout Show and/or have 
made more recent donations.  I have set these letters as 
a priority.  Thank you all for your generous donations 

and your patience. 

 I mentioned above that 
we thought we had 
signed up 25 new mem-
bers.  In April we re-
ceived an email from Na-
tional TU that in fact 
three people that signed 
up as new members at 
the introductory rate of 
$17.50 were in fact cur-
rent TU members or past 
TU members.  The 
$17.50 introductory 
membership is just that 
an introductory member-

ship.  It is not to be used to renew an existing or 
lapsed membership.  It actually costs the Chapter 
money when someone tries to do this since we are 
then ineligible for the new member rebate from Na-
tional TU.  Also it is cheating the New Member Raffle 
since they are not legitimate new members.  I apolo-
gize for the rant but this kind of stuff is very annoying 
to me, petty and frankly a waste of time and re-

sources. 

On a much more up beat 
note this year’s Fly Fishing 
School—despite a cloud-
burst or two—was a suc-
cess.  It is my favorite 
event of the year.  I love 
the excitement and enthu-
siasm of the students.  I 
really like the way the 
Chapter members engage 
the students and help them 

to learn fly fishing in a simple straight forward man-
ner.  We have as much fun as our students.  You can-
not believe how important it is to the guides to have 
their student catch a trout. 

Please check the “Environmental Update” for where 
we are with our various grants and environmental 
initiatives.  It has been a busy spring. 

We have provided letters of support to two munici-
palities for their Growing Greener applications.  One 
was a “do over” of last years letter of support for Tre-
dyffrin Township’s application for two green roof sec-
tions on the Hillside Elementary School.  These were 
part of last year’s application but were not funded.  

Avondale Boro is apply-
ing for stream rehabili-
tation work on the 
White Clay Creek that 
links up with two prior 
projects. 

The fishing reports have 
been generally good 
and I heard of several 
successful outings on 
our local streams.  

The PA Fish & Boat 
Commission stocked 

(Continued on page 9) 

NOTES FROM THE PREZ 

Valley Forge  
Trout Unlimited 

T he Valley Forge Chapter of 
Trout Unlimited is dedicated 

to preserving, protecting, and  
restoring trout habitat throughout 
Chester County, Pennsylvania. 

Its 715 member and affiliates are 
engaged in the fight to preserve 
our precious coldwater resources.  
All similarly inclined persons are 
invited to join.  Refer to the  
membership application form 
found in the back of this issue of  
Banknotes. 
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T he past several months have been a buzz of ac-
tivity with all kinds of things happening that are 

related to our environmental initiatives. 

Chuck Marshall and I presented a report to the Tredyf-
frin Township Board of Supervisors on the work that 
VFTU has done in the Valley Creek Watershed as well 
as in Tredyffrin Township.  In preparing the report I 
updated a power point slide that enumerated the 
grants for projects we (VFTU and/or the Valley Creek 
Restoration Partnership) have received since 2003.  
The value of the grant funding was $592,382.00.  Add 
to that the volunteer hours and the other in kind con-
tributions and you have a number significantly over 
$600,000 invested in the Valley Creek Watershed just 
since 2003! 

In the last Banknotes I mentioned looking to do test-
ing on West Valley Creek due to some observed prob-
lems.  We received a report of a study from USGS that 
they had done in the early 1990’s as well as the re-
sults of macroinvertibrate testing they did in 1998.  
We will be meeting with PA DEP and others in the next 
few weeks to discuss how to go forward with the re-
curring issues on West Valley Creek as well as some 
recurring issues in the Valley Creek Watershed. 

In April there was a flurry of activity on several fronts.  
Regarding the “Crabby Creek Initiative” we held our 
first actual workday on April 12th for the habitat im-
provement grant funded by the National Fish & Wild-
life Foundation.  Karl Lutz of the PA Fish & Boat Com-
mission came down to direct the initial projects on the 
stream.  He brought with him two additional PA F&BC 
fellows who were knowledgeable and hard workers.  
We supplied an additional 15 people.  The day was a 
great success.  We were able to install two log vanes 
and two rock deflectors. 

On the next Saturday, April 18th, there was an Earth 
Day Celebration in the location of the above work.  

Additional stone deflectors were installed in Crabby 
Creek.  A rain garden that was to have been installed 
was discussed with the Earth Day celebrants.  Cabrini 
College and Stroud Water Research sampled the water 
chemistry and the insect and crustacean life and in-
vited participation.  Talks were held to educate the 
participants in the value of woodlands and their ecol-
ogy.  Stormwater issues were discussed and the issues 
of flooding in Valley Forge National Historical Park.  
The plans for the relocation and rehabilitation of 
Crabby Creek in Radbill Park were presented.  This 
was the first Earth Day Celebration held at Crabby 
Creek Park and an estimated 80 persons participated.  
At the end of the morning activities there was a cere-
mony and memorial tree planting to honor Dr. Ralph 
Heister and Mitsie Toland for their long and continuing 
efforts to protect Crabby Creek and other environmen-
tally sensitive areas.    

As mentioned, the Rain Garden didn’t progress as 
quickly as hoped.  But it was eventually completed 
and planted. TU members and the homeowner com-
pleted the excavation and shaped the garden after the 
Earth Day Celebration.  The homeowner added a sub-
stantial layer of leaf compost to the bottom of the gar-
den and 12 yards of screened topsoil was contoured 
through out the garden and its berm.  Finally the 

plants were planted and the garden is growing.  The 
garden is located on Ed Farley’s property at the inter-
section of Walnut Lane and Greene Avenue just up 
Walnut from Crabby Creek Park.  It is designed to 
catch the first flush of rain from his rooftop on the 
garden side of the house.  We have been very pleased 
with the garden’s performance through the last sev-
eral rain storms.  There remain a few late blooming 
plants to acquire and place in the garden and we have 
decided to place a ground cover of ajuga on the berm 
of the garden to protect it from erosion.   

There was activity on the National Fish and Wildlife 
Foundation Grant for fish cover in the main stem of 
Valley Creek.  Two stream walks have been conducted 
and considerable discussion has resulted.  We are still 

(Continued on page 5) 

ENVIRONMENTAL UPDATE 
Projects, Progress, and Happenings in the Valley Creek Watershed 

Pheasant Tail White Wulff Matuka Streamer 
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OWENS LIVING WATERS 

F or decades I have struggled with the fact that infi-
nite growth is impossible in a finite world. Cities, 

industries, and human population cannot expand for-
ever. At the Crabby Creek Earth Day Celebration April 
16 I came to see that though days of easy growth and 
development are over, America’s light still shines. 
Shoots of new life are springing up that with care and 
protection will someday grow to be a forest of hope. 

Limits to Growth-the Beginning of the End? 

The first Sunday in April I was one of the speakers at 
the Fifteenth Sustainable Delaware Valley Conference. 
I listened carefully to presentations on energy, trans-
portation, food, and water. Dr. Ernest 
Cohen, founder of the Sustainable Soci-
ety Action Project, gave an incisive sum-
mary: 

The three major problem areas of sus-
tainability are: 1) Energy, with the two 
sub-problems of fossil fuel supply, and 
global climate change; 2) Food, and 3) 
Water. Together they add up to the 
meta-problem: social sustainability. Will 
the advanced civilization that has been 
developed in many countries continue 
into the foreseeable future? Will there be 
wide-spread food and water shortages, 
with mass population loss? Will society 
collapse into chaos and anarchy? Can we 
envision an alternative, a good society 
that doesn’t destroy the ‘habitat for humans on Earth,’ 
and can we actually do what is necessary to attain that 
goal? 

People do not want to think--much less talk about--
limits to growth. Who wants to live in a time which is 
the beginning of the end? Yet we know what we have 
to do when a faucet starts to drip. If we ignore what’s 
happening, and hope the problem will go away, it gets 

worse. The sooner we decide to fix the faucet, the eas-
ier and less expensive will be the repair. 

Could we fix our dripping faucet of unlimited growth, 
and move toward sustainability? At the Crabby Creek 
Earth Day Celebration leaders showed us steps we can 
take to protect and restore nature. Dr’s Terlecki and 
Dunbar, joined by new environmental studies professor 
Dr. Carrie Nielsen, led their Cabrini College Honors 
Class as we walked to Crabby Creek from Conestoga 
High School. Stroud Water Resources staff Kristen 
Travers and Susan Gill joined Cabrini College biologists 
in leading stream-life workshops, not only turning up a 
healthy population of insects but also a big crayfish. 

Kris Heister, Valley Forge National His-
torical Park Natural Resources Director, 
gave us a view of what happened to 
stormwater when it floods the Park. 

Keith Darlington took participants to see 
a rain garden being built to infiltrate 
stormwater. Delaware Riverkeeper Dave 
Williams helped us “think forest,” guiding 
community residents out into the woods 
surrounding Crabby Creek and helping us 
understand how healthy forests sustain 
life. A Valley Forge Trout Unlimited team 
led by Rod Horton installed structures in 
Crabby Creek that would provide cover 
and holding water to bring back the na-
tive brook trout. Jim Nelson and Chuck 
Marshall laid out the Rettew restoration 

plans for Crabby Creek near the ballfields, a project 
made possible by the grants from the William Penn 
Foundation. 

America’s Light Still Shines 

As adults and children moved from workshop to work-
shop, suddenly an elderly man stood up on the bridge 
and shouted like an ancient prophet: “Stop building 
more houses! Stop turning dedicated natural areas into 
barren playing fields! Fix this eroding road through the 
park! Take these structures out of the stream! Let 
Crabby Creek and this forest alone!” 

At the many planning meetings for the Crabby Creek 
Earth Day event we never expected a prophet to turn 
up! Nor to be made uncomfortable by his passionate 
words! Yet prophets are sent to make us stop, look, 
and listen. 

(Continued on page 8) 

End of the Beginning 
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Environmental Update 
very much in the planning stages of this grant.  As a 
matter of fact we have just received the grant 
agreement, signed and returned it for final authori-
zation.  The Delaware Riverkeeper Network will be 
heavily involved with us on this grant work. 

On May 10th we did a stream cleanup in association 
with the Green Valley Association.  We have been 
doing this annual cleanup for years.  This year again 
we had folks from Weston Solutions join us.  I esti-
mated we removed roughly 850 pounds of bagged 
trash and another couple of hundred pounds of 
loose items (steel fence posts, conduits, tires and 
rusted metal of questionable origin).  We did come 
across some items too large to remove or too 
imbedded.  There is a cigarette machine buried in 
the bank that generated some interest.  Also re-
moved from a steam bank was a 5 gallon can of 
some sort of solvent with a broken lid – this was re-
moved and disposed of to avoid the disaster it could 
have caused. 

On May 15th I attended the initial (organizational) 
meeting, of the Pennsylvania Turnpike Commission’s 
Design Roundtable for the Widening Project, Mile-
post 320 to 326 (primarily Tredyffrin Township).  
This meeting provided no new information but the 
Design Roundtable is a dramatic shift in the way the 
PTC has done business in the past.  The attendance 
was good and diverse – a number of environmental 
groups were present, as were community groups, 
Jim Newbold from PA DEP, and Carole Rubley.  This 
appears to be a good first step.  The representatives 
I spoke with from the PTC seemed like they were 
listening. 

While on the topic of the 
PTC at the March 6th meet-
ing at DEP in Norristown 
the PTC agreed to redesign 
one of the four drainage 
areas in their Slip Ramp 
Project.  They agreed, fi-
nally, that there were infil-
tration basins which were 
too close to the subsurface 
limestone geology and 
therefore were changing 
those basins to be lined 
wet basins.  This design 
change totally changes 
their calculations for vol-

ume control and 
water qual i ty .  
There was also 
specific discussion 
on the method in 
which an applicant 
can take credit for 
water quality as 
specified in the 
Stormwater BMP 
Manual.  The 
method the PTC 
engineers were us-
ing was in our view 
excessive.  I be-
lieve we convinced 
DEP with our argu-
ments.  The meet-
ing ended with the 
PTC agreeing to 
redesign the ques-
tionable drainage 
area and resubmit 
a total final submis-
sion.  As of May 13th, DEP has not received that sub-
mission. 

As a side bar to the above, I found it interesting that 
I was called by Liberty Properties to find out what 
was going on with the slip ramps.  They wanted the 
real story.  Further, my township published an article 
in its newsletter incorrectly stating the problem with 
the slip ramp’s delayed construction was due to de-
lays by DEP.  I sent them a correction. 

Lastly, the Act 167 plans to produce a model ordi-
nance for Valley Creek are proceeding.  We have 
had several members attending these meetings.  
They are arduous, protracted affairs that last way 
too long.  Consensus is never reached.  It may be 
the epitome of non-accomplishment and is totally 
due to our system of government that empowers 
each municipality to do their own thing regarding 
the regulation of stormwater.  It is my view that we 
will get a Valley Creek model ordinance but it will 
lack meaningful teeth to protect our watershed. 

Pete Goodman 

 

(Continued from page 3) 
IMAGINEIMAGINE  
Trout Fly Fishing 

from November to May in 
San Martin de los Andes 

in 
Northern Patagonia 

Argentina 

The streams and lakes offer 
many opportunities. 

Make ALVAGAR CABIN your 
home base Bed & Breakfast 

Fly Fishing Packages available 
Tailored to your needs 

For more information visit 
www.alvagarcabin.com 

Contact in the USA: 
Daniel & Ana Maria Beninati 

610-269-9527 

Adams 
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EDITORS JOURNAL 

I t was a little more than a year ago when I called 
Carl Dusinberre and asked him to join me on a 

tour of Valley Creek with our Trout Show main 
speaker Craig Matthews.  Craig is an environmental 
juggernaut in West Yellowstone and I wanted him to 
meet Carl—my mentor and a longtime champion for 
Valley Creek.   The three of us spent an entire day 
together. 

Can you picture a perfect day for fishing Valley 
Creek—the air is warm, flies are on the water, and 
wild browns are rising in all of the usual places.  This 
was the day—one that begged the 
fly fishing fanatic in each of us to 
rig up a rod and catch a few.  But 
we didn’t fish, instead we just 
walked the stream and talked—
mostly about the struggles we face 
in the watershed, and how each 
time VFTU faced a challenge, the 
organization pulled together and 
focused on a single goal—
protecting Valley Creek, the crown 
jewel of trout streams.  In Carl’s animated way he re-
called the good, bad, and the ugly of protecting a wa-
tershed which is extensively developed.  Later, when 
Craig and I had some one-on-one time, I told him 
that Carl was the leader I looked up to, the pied piper 
that all of us followed. I also told him how much his 
guidance had influenced me. 

Carl was a great friend—when I needed his help or 
advice with a VFTU project he always delivered.  I 
wish I could say the same on my side.  I vividly re-
member a board meeting during the EV days when he 
asked if I had followed up on a relatively simple task.  
When I told him I dropped the ball he exploded.  I 

could see it in his eyes that I let him down—I vowed 
to never disappoint my good friend again.  From that 
point on my respect for Carl and his accomplishments 
grew stronger.  So did our friendship.  

I can still remember my days a bachelor. I was work-
ing hard and fishing every moment I could get away.  
Even so, I always had time to stop by and see Carl. 
We would crack open a cold one and start spinning 
the tales of the ones landed and the ones that got 
away.  Esther would say her goodnights and Carl and 
I would laugh and trade ideas and barbs all night. It 

was during these visits that Carl 
would find a way to divert the con-
versation from fishing to his tips on 
how to land a fair young lady.   I 
can’t print some of his choice words 
of wisdom, but anyone who knew 
Carl can probably fill in the blanks.    

When my father passed away a few 
years back I found myself gravitating 
to Carl more than ever.  I did not re-
alize it at the time but I was suffering 

and missing my dad, and just talking with Carl about 
anything made me feel better.   Then out of the blue 
Karl Heine called me and said, “Carl painted a portrait 
of your dad to give to you—he brought it to the board 
meeting and showed it to everyone.”  When I stopped 
by Carl’s house and saw it for the first time I was 
stunned.  I knew instantly what I wanted to do as I 
had some beautiful Green Drake patterns my dad had 
tied many years back that were begging to be dis-
played in a shadow box.  I am sure I thanked Carl, 
but I am also sure never told Carl what this kind ges-
ture really meant to me. 

If you are lucky to meet a few extraordinary people in 
your life and then blessed to be able to count one of 
those as a friend–what more can you 
ask for.  If you are even luckier and 
truly blessed like me—that one person 
would be Carl. 

 

 

When It Mattered Most—He Was There 

Esther and Carl 

Tom Prusak 
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An ORVIS Store 
All Catalog Items may be ordered through the store 

Fly-Fishing & Tying Equipment 
Sporting Gifts & Clothing 

Outdoor Books & Art 
300 Main Street 

Media, PA  19063 
610-565-6140 

Supporting VFTU 
efforts for over 

20 years 

(Continued from pg. 1) 

annual Fly Fishing School, Jim 
has contributed much of the 
content to the student’s 
“Streamside Handbook.” We 
sincerely thank Jim for his con-
tinued generosity and commit-
ment to VFTU. 

VFTU Board of Directors 

EL CHEAPO FLY TYER 

I n the winter issue of Banknotes, chapter president 
Pete Goodman mentioned  presenting the Gary 

LaFontaine fly box to George Metka as the second 
prize in our Clean Streams Raffle.  The folks who 
made this prize possible included Karl Heine who do-
nated the Wheatley fly box, and Todd Henderson who 
provided the painting and illustrations.  Flies were do-
nated by Rod Horton, Keith Darlington, Jim Lowe, and 
El Cheapo.  Rod has supplied a dozen Drowned Tricos 
for inclusion in the “Flaming Trout” box a couple of 
years ago—which our editor Tom Prusak won at the 
previous year’s raffle.  That box was so full that only 
about half of the donated flies fit, so the balance were 
placed in the new box.  Keith gave us samples of 
Gary’s patterns such as the Buzz Ball, Blackfly Larva, 
Cranefly Larva , Clear Wing Spinner, Flying Ant, Lady 
Heather, Were Wulff, Occasion, Twist Nymph, Halo 
Emerger, and Duck Butt Dunn.  As usual,  Jim Lowe 
tied the bulk of the files that filled the box.  He tied 
wet flies favored by Gary, like the Alexandra, Rube 
Wood, and California Coachman,  plus dozens each of 
Gary’s own patterns like the Bucktail Caddis, Delta 
Wing Caddis, Spent Caddis, and Dancing Caddis.  El 
Cheapo coughed up some Diving Caddis, Deep Spar-
kle Pupa, and Plain Jane Streamers.   

Tom Prusak promised to donate some of Gary’s Air-
head pattern, so we left a little room for them in the 
box.  Alas, more than one Airhead was involved here 
since Tom couldn’t find the flies until recently.  If Mr. 
Metka would like to fill in the blank space in his prize 
box, Tom assures me that the Airheads are still avail-
able, go give him a call. 

Also in the winter issue of Banknotes was a reprint of 
an old El Cheapo tale with a “new ending.” This new 
ending was stolen from an article by Charles R Meck, 
about the Griffith’s Gnat in the Nov/Dec 2007 edition 
of the PA Boat & Angler.  What Mr. Meck actually said 
was, “I have also seen some expert anglers tie this 
pattern on a #10 or #12 hook, add 10 wraps if .010 
lead to the shank, palmer the peacock body with a 
shorter-than-normal grizzly hackle and fish it near the 
bottom.  This larger wet fly is a producer, even in win-

ter.”  Sure sounds like the recipe for a C.K. Nymph.   

Editor’s note:  I am guilty as charged.  If  
Mr. Metka would like to add this great Gary 
LaFontaine pattern to his fly box, my con-
tact info is available on page 11.   

ODDS AND ENDS 
Is it Griffith’s Gnat or C.K. Nymph—All Depends on Who You Ask 

James Lowe 

Dusinberre Award 

Jim Clark 
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Owens Living Waters 
When the Mayflower was on its way to America John 
Winthrop said that the Puritan settlement was to be a 
light to the nations, and with all our faults America has 
often lived up to its promise. Valley Forge National 
Park exists because many dreamed that out of 13 
colonies a nation dedicated to liberty and justice for all 
could be forged. After decades of abolitionist advo-
cacy, America fought a civil war and freed its slaves so 
that its light might extend to all men. 
Women took up the suffrage movement 
banner and long years later achieved the 
right to vote. Immigrants dreamed of im-
proving their lives and came to America. 
The land and water conservation move-
ments transformed the face of America, as 
did the preservationists who created the 
great national parks and forests. Then 
came the civil rights movement, and new 
struggles for world peace and environ-
mental justice.  

Planting Trees of Gratitude 

When all the workshops were over, we 
gathered together at the bridge and en-
joyed the lunch served by Sara Klingman. 
In the closing ceremony Rev. Marcus 
Pomeroy, pastor of Central Baptist Church, challenged 
us to draw on our diverse faith traditions to respect 
and care for the earth that gives us life. Father Antry, 
Daylesford Abbey, lifted up all that participants had 
said and done that day in prayer for divine blessing 
and continued guidance. 

Then we asked Dr. Ralph Heister to come forward. 
Biology teacher at Conestoga High School who in-
spired generations of students, in 1971 Ralph led 
Crabby Creek residents and a team of his students to 
prepare a plan to protect the Creek when a sewer line 

was to be installed. Even though many of the recom-
mendations of that plan were ignored when construc-
tion was done in 1975, as a result of his leadership 
many trees were spared and the Creek was left in bet-
ter shape than it would have been without his labors. 
Ralph Heister, moreover, never gave up, building up 
Green Valleys Association as a conservation force in 
Chester County. 

Next Mitsie Toland was recognized for preserving the 
very forests that surrounded us through 
Open Lands Conservancy. When the lower 
part of Crabby Creek was about to be 
dammed and turned into a pond in the 
early 1980’s, Mitsie struggled with the de-
veloper until he saw the light and pro-
tected the Creek. “I want to announce to-
day,” Mitsie said, “that twenty acres on 
Valley Forge Mountain is about to become 
the latest piece of land to be preserved in 
the Open Lands Conservancy!” 

Conclusion 

America’s time of beginning--an era of 
vast frontiers and unlimited growth--is 
coming to an end. The beginning times 
are over! No child nor nation stays young 
forever. 

The Creator of this good land did not bring us here to 
use everything up, nor for a few to pile up a mountain 
of money at everyone’s expense. Like Mitsie Toland 
and Ralph Heister, we are called to pre-
serve, protect, conserve, and restore. 
This is an era of new beginnings. Peo-
ple, plants, animals, and fish are going 
to need a lot of help. It is time once 
again to let America’s light shine. 

(Continued from page 4) 

OWENS LIVING WATERS 

 

Owen Owens 
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Carl could challenge me in a way that I hadn’t been 
challenged in years.  It was as though I worked for 
him, that he was my boss.  He would get really in-
censed if he wanted me to do a certain thing and I 
didn’t want to do it or thought it not appropriate.  He 
would launch off into a verbal barrage that left me 
challenged and wondering if my decision or position 
was flawed. 

Master of the Message 

It was just this past year that several of us attended a 
meeting at DEP discussing the poor design for storm-
water management on the PA Turnpike’s Slip Ramp 
Project - a project in his beloved Valley Creek.  At the 
meeting we all introduced ourselves and affiliations 
and got into a discussion of the project and the rea-
sons why we were there.  The discussion had gone 
about three-quarters of the way around the table 
when it came to Carl.  I was holding my breath be-
cause things had been, up to that point, pretty cordial.  
Carl also had not been to prior meetings and I was 
afraid somewhat out of the loop.  When recognized, he 
began slowly and deliberately to state that, this is just 
another of those meetings like so many he had at-
tended before, where you say this and we say that and 
we aren’t getting anything done.  By this time his face 
is getting red and the volume in that deep gravely 
voice is elevating.  “I know you know that we have a 
Settlement Agreement with DEP that Protects the 
“Exceptional Value” Valley Creek.  We had to sue them 
to get that agreement and we are going to damn well 
be sure that they follow that agreement.”  By now Carl 
is thumping his fist on the table and looks like he is 
about to explode.  I realized that he didn’t need to at-
tend those prior meetings.  He knew exactly what 
needed to be done and said.  There were no extra 
words, no flowery language or needless facts or statis-
tics.  Just a simple message delivered with passion, 
“Protect my creek or else…” 

At the end of Carl’s delivery - after a moment for us all 
to catch our collective breaths, Jim Newbold, Section 
Chief at DEP who was chairing the meeting said, “Carl, 
I had forgotten how interesting a meeting can be 
when you are here.”  Everyone laughed but everyone 
understood Carl’s point. 

Carl left us a great legacy.  Valley Forge Trout Unlim-
ited’s many conservation easements and covenants are 
due to Carl.  He recognized we needed interest in real 
estate in order to participate in litigation and made 

(Continued from page 1) 

We Lost A Dussie 

Prez Notes 
some really big fish our special regulation water a 
couple of months ago.  I have heard a couple of 
great fish stories being told by great big smiles.  
Some folks have never seen fish this big, let alone 
catch one. 

I want to thank some very dedicated members for 
supporting Orvis Downingtown during  their Orvis 
Days sale event May 3rd.  Our members Karl Heine, 
John Dettry, Robbi Freisem and Jim Nelson manned 
a table from 10:00 AM – 4:00 PM to help draw cus-
tomers for Orvis and advertise our Chapter. 

On Saturday, June 14th we will setup our advertising 
display at the 2nd Annual Kids Fest sponsored by 
State Representative Duane Milne.  The event will be 
held at the School of the Church Farm from 10:30 
AM to 2:30 PM.  It was a fun event last year and it is 
expanded this year.  Try to swing by. 

Have a great summer filled with lot of fish. 

Pete Goodman 

(Continued from page 2) 

that happen.  He worked tirelessly to secure the 
“Exceptional Value” designation for Valley Creek.  The 
EV designation provides the teeth in the regulations 
that allow us to force development to responsibly 
manage their stormwater.  It is due in a large part to 
the efforts of Carl Dusinberre that Valley Forge Trout 
Unlimited is recognized as an environmental leader 
locally, state wide and perhaps even nationally. 

Artist Extraordinaire 

On top of all of that he sketched us and gave us 
beautiful artwork.  It was how I knew who was who. I 
would study the character sketches that Carl did that 
appeared in Banknotes so I knew the name of at least 
a few members.  It was a very special talent that Carl 
had to be able to capture a personality with his pencil 
on a sketch pad. 

Thank you Carl.  We will miss you.  We 
will miss your wit, your wisdom, your art 
and most of all your friendship.  So until 
we get to fish next time together on that 
distant shore as you would say in closing 
your Banknote’s articles, “I’m outta’ 
here.” 

Pete Goodman 
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Who Ya Gonna Call? 
 

If you see a spill or fish kill, call us… 
Call any of your officers  

or board members  
(see the inside back cover of 

Banknotes) 
 

Illegal Fishing & Poaching or  
Disturbance of a Waterway: 

Notify the PA Fish & Boat Commission 
 

Fish Kills or Illegal Dumping: 
Notify the PA Fish & Boat Commission  

and 
PA Department of  

Environmental Protection (DEP) 
 

Water Quality & Pollution: 
Notify the PA Department of  

Environmental Protection (DEP) 
 

*** 

Pennsylvania Department of 
Environmental Protection 

 

Emergencies should be reported immediately  
by telephone to the Southeast Regional Office  

at 484-250-5900 or by calling 
(24 hours a day, 7 days a week) 

 

Pennsylvania Fish and Boat  
Commission 

 
 

Our local WCO, Bob Bonney has requested 
emergencies should be reported immediately  

to him via his cell phone: 
610-637-6398 

and to the Southeast Region of the PA F&BC 
(8:00AM – 4:00PM weekdays) 

717-626-0228 

Erosion and Sedimentation Issues: 
Notify the Chester County 

Conservation District 
610-925-4920 

 

Well & Septic Issues: 
Notify the Chester County 

Health Department 
610-344-6225  

Valley Creek Workdays 
Yes we have monthly workdays! 

When? 
Saturdays following our General  Meetings 

 

Where? 
Details provided at our general meetings  
or contact either Rod Horton or our Prez 

 

Why? 
We are committed to protecting and 

preserving Valley Creek  - it’s also a great  
way to meet your fellow chapter members 

 

Want to Help? - Please Contact 
Pete @ 610-827-7619  
Rod @ 610-666-6167  

 

Joseph C. Sassa, III 
Partner 
Audit and Accounting Services 

1200 Atwater Drive, Suite 225 
Malvern, PA 19355 

Phone: 610.647.8100 
Toll Free: 800.267.9405 
Fax: 610.647.8177 

malvern@bmc-llp.com 

Certified Public Accountants and Consultants 
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Valley Forge Trout Unlimited Membership Application 
 

OFFICERS 
President 
Pete Goodman 
2194 Valley Hill Rd. 
Malvern, PA  19355 
610-827-7619 
peteg@bee.net 

Vice President, Internal Affairs  
Jim Nelson 
424 Vineyard Lane 
Downingtown, PA  19335 
610-458-5065 
jwnelson@comcast..net 
Vice President, External Affairs 

Karl Heine 
152 Weedon Ct. 
West Chester, PA  19380 
610-363-7238 

Secretary 
Bob Jones 
1323 Spellman Dr. 
Downingtown, PA  19335 
610-466-0108 
robertwjones@verizon.net 

Treasurer 
Frank Donohoe 
17 Amy Lane 
Malvern, PA  19355 
610-993-9831 
fsdonohoe@verizon.net 

Environmental Chairman 

Jim Leonard 
1778 Lenape-Unionville Rd.  
West Chester, PA  19382 
610-793-1706 
jamesmleonard@hotmail.com 

Membership Chairman 
Jim Ferrier 
204 Jacqueline Dr. 
West Chester, PA  19382 
610-436-4232 
 
 

BOARD MEMBERS 
 

Joe Armstrong 
450 Lucky Hill Rd. 
West Chester, PA  19380 
610-436-6080 
John Johnson 
1085 Harmony Hill Rd. 
Downingtown, PA  19335 
610-873-9062 
Dave Macaleer 
21 Arrowpoint Dr. 
Glenmoore, PA  19343 
610-942-4254 
davenlynda@chesco.com 
Owen Owens 
1403 Carroll Brown Way 
West Chester, PA  19382 
610-399-1294 
IreneOwen@aol.com 
 

Robin Freisem 
1000 Caln Meeting House Rd. 
Coatesville, PA  19320 
610-466-0341 
rfreisem@comcast.net 
Andy Pancoast 
912 Deer Road 
Bryn Mawr, PA 19010 
610-496-3959  
awpancoast@hotmail.com 
 

Rod Horton 
1037 Shearwater Dr. 
Audubon, PA  19403 
610-666-6167 
horton_rl@verizon.net 

Fred Gender 
1132 King Hill Road 
King of Prussia, PA  19406 
610-783-0504 
fishhead@dejazzd.com 

Neil Johnson 
525 Rack Raymond Rd. 
Downingtown, PA 19335 
610-269-7526 
rockray1@comcast.net 
 

John Dettrey 
113 Woodland Drive 
Coatesville, PA 19320 
610-857-5727 
jdet@comcast.net . 

 

Editor 
Tom Prusak 
37 Christiana Pike 
Christiana, PA  17509 
610-593-2365 
missey@comcast.net 

Business Manager 
Jim Ferrier 
610-436-4232 

Advertising Manager 
Charlie Griffen 
610-594-0648 

Layout & Graphics 

Tom Prusak 

Artist & Cartoonist 

Carl Dusinberre 
Todd Henderson 

TU Websites 
 

www.tu.org 
www.valleyforgetu.org 

Send changes of  
address to: 
 
 

VFTU 
PO Box 1356 
West Chester, PA 19380 

VFTU Officers & Board of Directors Banknotes 

YES!  Please begin my one-year membership in Trout Unlimited. I 
understand my dues payment entitles me to all regular membership 
benefits including a personal membership card and quarterly issues 
of Trout magazine.  VFTU members also receive our quarterly news-
letter Banknotes. 

Name  _______________________________________________ 

Address  _______________________________________________ 

  _______________________________________________ 

City        _______________________________________________ 

State  ________   Zip   _____________ 

Phone  _________  -   _________  -  ______________________ 

*Email  _____________________________@ ________________ 

*Trout Unlimited does not make email addresses available to out-
side parties, for any reason, ever.  By providing your email address 
you help us reduce mailing and printing costs which in turn helps 
the environment .  
�  Enclosed is my employer’s matching contribution gift form.  This is 
in addition to my membership application and payment. 

Trout Unlimited is incorporated as a 501(C)3 non-profit, 
educational, charitable organization and all monetary and property dona-
tions are tax deductible to the extent allowed by law.   

Please select membership category: 

�  Special New Member Rate $17.50 
�  Regular   $35 
�  Family/Contributor  $50 
�  Sponsor   $100 
�  Conservator   $250 
�  Steward   $500 
�  *Life    $1000 (no further dues) 
�  *Family Life   $1100 (no further dues 
�  Youth   $20     (under 18) 
�  Senior   $20     (62 and older) 

Payment enclosed: $ ________________  
Make checks payable to Trout Unlimited 

� VISA    � MASTERCARD    � AMEX    � DISCOVER 

Acct. Num:____________________________________________ 
Name on Card: _______________________________________ 
Exp Date: ______/________ 
Signature:   ___________________________________________ 

To ensure correct New Member Rebate, the VFTU chapter 
number is: 

        Cut out and mail to: 
 

Trout Unlimited 
P.O. Box 7400 
Woolly Bugger, WV 25438 

290 



VFTU GENERAL MEETINGS 
Fairfield Inn—Lionville 
Just north of Exton on Rt. 100 
General Meetings are held the 
2nd Thursday of each month  

7:30 PM 
September thru May 

VFTU 
PO Box 1356 
West Chester, PA  19380 

2008 CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
  

September 11th 
 

“Election of Officers” 
& 

Program: History of Fly Fishing in 
PA  

 
�  

UR  
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