
Points of interest: 

    VALLEY FORGE TROUT UNLIMITED   

T om Prusak, the masterful editor 
of our Award Winning newsletter, 

Banknotes, is this year’s Dusinberre 
Award winner.  Tom is one of those 
folks that is physically behind the 
scenes of many of the 
VFTU events.  His sched-
ule is hectic enough rais-
ing a young family and 
managing a demanding 
career, but Tom makes 
room to be the editor, 
assembler, and “the eve-
rything guy” for Bank-
notes.  It’s a huge com-
mitment.  Tom’s commit-
ment to VFTU does not 

stop there however.  He is a very gen-
erous contributor of prizes for our 
fundraisers.  He also actively solicits 
from his personal contacts for gifts 
and donations.  Tom is one of the 

great instructors at our Fly 
Fishing School every May. 
He is passionate about 
Valley Creek and fishes it 
successfully.  He has a 
slide presentation that he 
has given across the state 
on the wonders of this 
stream in our backyard.  
VFTU thanks Tom for his 
countless hours of work 

(Continued on page 2) 

NOTES FROM THE PREZ 

T he last time I spoke with you the 
weather had just gotten around 

to feeling like winter – now we are in 
what seems to me to be a long, cool, 
wet spring. This kind of weather 
should provide excellent conditions for 
our streams and their resident fish. 

The new, early opening to the season 
and the cool to cold temperatures 
have made for some rather variable 
fishing. Some streams were still very 
cold until the end of April, and fishing 
was sluggish. Warmer weather and 
stream temperatures will get those fish 
moving, and fishing should improve. 

Our annual Fly Fishing School was held 
on May 20th.  It was a glorious day.  
We had 21 students anxious to learn 

“about” and “how to” fly fish.  There 
were young children with their dad’s, a 
husband and wife team, many friends, 
some with experience looking to hone 
their skills and most with no experi-
ence looking for a special experience.   

The School is designed to give the stu-
dent a good overall concept of fly fish-
ing as well as teaching the basics to 
allow him or her to go fishing. It’s a 
course that’s good for beginners as 
well as the experienced angler. At the 
end of the day back at the camp for 
dinner after the guided fishing we 
heard many stories of good fish activ-
ity and the ones that got away.  There 
was one young new fly fisherman 
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however who I think we hooked for life.  On his last 
cast his 14” rainbow didn’t get away. 

Trout Show Success 

It seems like ancient history now, but back on March 
22nd we held the 2007 Trout Show. We featured 
Craig Matthews of West Yellowstone, Montana as our 
headline presenter. I would not be surprised if there 
is a real influx from this area to Yellowstone Country 
as a result of his presentation. The show was a great 
success. I think that we raffled 
off more prizes than ever this 
year. All of the numbers from 
attendance to income was very 
close to last year’s stats. The 
event drew just over 200 paying 
guests and delivered a net in-
come to the club of  $5,500+ . 
One of the highlights for me was 
the presentation of the “Trout in 
the Classroom” project by the Beaver Creek Elemen-
tary School. Special thanks to Charles Wood, the 
parents and students that made the program so suc-
cessful.  As a sidebar – on April 24th the 108 trout 
raised by Beaver Creek Elementary School were re-
leased into Beaver Creek behind the school. 20 trout 
were released at a time, so that every class could 
observe and learn from the release.)  If there is any 
interest in getting a “Trout in the Classroom” project 
up and running in your school or your child’s school, 
please give us a call.  Please contact Jim Nelson, Neil 
Johnson or myself.  All of our contact information is 

inside the back cover. 

Fall Programs 

We are starting to put 
together programs 
for next seasons 
membership meet-
ings beginning in 
September. If you 
have any ideas or 
thoughts for meet-
ings, please let Andy 
Pancoast or me 
know. 

At our most recent 
board meeting, a 
resolution was passed 

(Continued from page 1) to continue the term of our board of directors and offi-
cers to the September membership meeting when 
elections are to be held. This was a recommendation 
from National TU to put our elections in line with our 
fiscal year, which ends September 30th.  New terms will 
begin October 1st. 

Consultants 

We are continuing with our efforts to obtain reasonable 
stormwater management from  O’Neill Properties’, 
Worthington Development and the PA Turnpike’s Slip 

Ramps at Route 29.  This is be-
coming a very expensive proposi-
tion due to the amount of expert 
consultant time required to review 
and comment on the development 
applications.  At this 
time we are appeal-
ing to members of 
the Valley Creek 
Coalition and other 

like minded organizations to send us 
money to help us pay these consultants 
and to be able to continue this effort to 
a rational conclusion. 

Have a great fish filled summer. 

NOTES FROM THE PREZ 

“The Doozie” 

Valley Forge  
Trout Unlimited 

T he Valley Forge Chapter of 
Trout Unlimited is dedicated 

to preserving, protecting, and  
restoring trout habitat throughout 
Chester County, Pennsylvania. 

Its 715 member and affiliates are 
engaged in the fight to preserve 
our precious coldwater resources.  
All similarly inclined persons are 
invited to join.  Refer to the  
membership application form 
found in the back of this issue of  
Banknotes. 

and boundless energy that he gives for our benefit.  
The VFTU Board and our very own General Washington 
say, “Its high time this tireless contributor got “the 
Doozie!”  Congratulations Tom! 

VFTU Board of Directors 

(Continued from page 1) 

On fishing the Allegheny River... 

“Returning from our hunt, we again went fishing 
with our seine.  Here we had a large haul, the 
weight of the fish being so great as to break the 
seine.  The water being very clear, we could see 
an immense number of fish in the seine; not less, 
as we judged, than thirty barrels.” 

Pioneer Life or Thirty Years a Hunter  
by Phillip Tome 

1854 

Pete Goodman 
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W inter going into spring seems to be a time of 
heightened activity on the environmental front. 

There have been several conferences and training 
sessions. Chapter members have attended training on 
the use and application of the new PA DEP Stormwa-
ter Best Management Practices Manual. We have at-
tended and presented sessions at the Schuylkill Wa-
tershed Congress presented by the Schuylkill/
Delaware Riverkeeper Networks. We witnessed the 
exciting release of 108 fingerling brown trout that 
were raised from eggs in a local Elementary School. 
We made a guest appearance at Bishop 
Shanahan High School to talk with two 
classes about water, watersheds and fish-
ing. We helped the PA Fish and Boat Com-
mission with several stockings, both pre-
season and in-season. We held monthly 
workdays along Valley Creek. 

Where the Waters Flow 

The chapter continues its efforts in dealing 
with stormwater runoff as a result of pro-
posed development. The PA Turnpike Slip 
Ramps at Route 29 is adding approxi-
mately 20 acres of highway and other im-
pervious surface creating a huge volume 
of stormwater runoff that needs to be 
managed. To date, the plans we have seen do not 
adequately deal with this volume, nor do the plans 
control all the drainages. It would appear that the 
turnpike might need additional property in order to 
manage the stormwater they will generate. I spoke 
with Trammell Crow in this regard and I have the im-
pression that there will be some discussions, if not 
negotiations.  The most recent response from the 
PTC’s engineer, STV, to PA DEP asserts that they have 
met the stormwater criteria and that the DEP Storm-
water manual is only a “guidance” and therefore 
pretty much can be ignored, (at least that’s the way I 
read their letter). 

Over the past several weeks, we have run into some 
of the O’Neill Properties folks at various township 
meetings. They have expressed to us their disappoint-
ment in our letter, which in essence said that due to 
the way they configured their development, they left 
themselves very little opportunity to manage the vol-
ume of stormwater that their development will gener-
ate.  We are trying to work closely with DEP on this 

development’s application for stormwater permits.  
O’Neill, it seems, has decided that we are of no fur-
ther value and have stopped answering our telephone 
calls.  They have met with DEP and are pursuing their 
agenda, which we feel is inadequate in protecting Val-
ley Creek. 

On Saturday the 12th of May we held the annual Val-
ley Creek Stream Clean-up.  It was a glorious early 
spring day.  We had 24 adults and 9 young children.  
Most of the Volunteers were from Weston Solutions 
with a few chapter members mixed in.  Five different 

stream segments were covered and a sub-
stantial load of trash removed from the 
stream corridor.  I drove past one group 
an hour into the clean-up and the children 
were having a wonderful time running and 
playing and picking up trash.  I wonder if 
there is a message buried in here? 

Starting a Dialogue 

One last item and then I will leave you.  
On Friday May 11th a group of four of us 
gave a presentation to the Facilities Com-
mittee of the Tredyffrin/Eastown School 
District.  We were trying to start a dia-
logue with the School District and encour-
age them to become involved with the Val-

ley Creek Restoration Partnership.  Two members of 
the group had met the committee before when they 
were soliciting their support for a green roof on Hill-
side School for Tredyffrin Township’s Growing Greener 
Grant Application.  It was a good meeting and the 
conversation and questions following the presentation 
leads me to believe that we have much in common to 
share. 

Lastly, please continue reporting incidents and issues 
to the authorities, your officers and board and me.  It 
has been noted that there has been a fair amount of 
illegal fishing this year, mostly noted on Valley and 
West Valley Creeks.  If you observe this activity get a 
license plate number and report it to Waterways Con-
servation Officer, Bob Bonney on his cell phone 610-
637-6398.  He will issue citations.  We are in the proc-
ess of obtaining posters to post the regulations along 
Valley Creek. 

Have a great fishing summer. 

Pete Goodman 

ENVIRONMENTAL UPDATE 
Projects, Progress, and Happenings in the Valley Creek Watershed 
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E ditor’s Note:  Last year, I asked my good friend  
Jim Lowe to contribute some new material to the 

Fly Fishing School booklet.  As usual, he provided a 
wealth of excellent material.  Most of you know Jim 
for his beautiful trout flies—over the years he has 
generously donated thousands of his ties to the chap-
ter for fundraising events.  He is a master and his 
flies are deadly.  I know since I am usually first in line 
to refill those empty spaces in my fly box.   

A lifelong Chester County resident, Jim started fly 
fishing as a teenager.  As good as he is at the tying 
bench—Jim is equally as good on the stream.   

*** 

Editor: Tell me Jim, when did you start fly fishing 
and who helped you get started? 

Jim Lowe:  I was 13 or 14 years old 
when my neighbor showed me how to 
catch sunfish on a fly.  I was a bass fish-
erman at the time but catching fish on 
the fuzzy little fly fascinated me. 

Editor: Do you remember the first trout 
you caught on a fly?  What made it so 
memorable for you? 

Jim Lowe:  My first fly-caught trout 
was taken on a #16 gray hackle pea-
cock dry on West Valley Creek, in the 
area now known as the “Quarry 
Stretch.”  I was bait fishing at the time 
when I saw a trout rising.  I switched to 
the fly and was able to catch the small 
8” brownie and I told myself, “I know 
now I can do it.” 

Editor: If you were 
limited to three fly pat-
terns for trout—what 
would they be? 

Jim Lowe:  I would 
select red and black 
ants in sizes #16, #18, 
and #20.  The black 
ant is the better color 
of the two.  Elk hair 
caddis #16, #18, and 
#20—all colors.  They 
can be used any time 
of the year.  A small 
grasshopper pattern 

also works if you don’t have elk hair caddis.  My third 
selection would be a gold-ribbed hare’s ear nymph in 
many sizes.  They are a good imitation for most may-

fly nymphs.  

Editor:  What is your favorite method of 
fly fishing? 

Jim Lowe:  I like to fish dry flies.  Trout 
will come up for good hatches but when 
there are no hatches it is a challenge to 
get the trout to do what they don’t seem 
to like to do.  If I can choose the right 
fly, make a good cast,  and get a good 
drift, and the trout comes up and takes it 
-I feel I’ve done it right. 

Editor: What is on your top three “must 
read” list—fly fishing books that is? 

Jim Lowe:  Trout by Ray Bergman.  
Trout Magic and Trout Madness by 
Robert Traver. Trout Bum by John Gier-
ach -  any of John’s books are good 

reading. 

Editor: What is the best fly fishing tip or technique 
you’ve received ? 

Jim Lowe:  Switch from a level line and 10lb. mono 
to a tapered line and leader.  When I started they 
went by size and then switched to weight for the 
proper line to match the rod you were using.  This 
made casting and fishing a lot easier.  
Much of what I learned came from read-
ing magazines and books and asking 
friends, especially those I went to school 
with.  Unlike today, there just weren’t 
many fly fisherman around on the 
streams. 

 

EDITORS JOURNAL  

Tom Prusak 
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Learning to Tie Flies 

L earning to tie flies today is a lot easier than 
when I started back in the 50’s.  Today you 

have the benefit of more books than you really need 
plus there are fly tying schools and now you also 
have videos which is like having your own personal 
instructor at home with you. 

The tying materials you have today 
have gone under a tremendous 
transformation.  You now have very 
high quality dry fly hackle, different 
types of soft hackle for wet flies and 
now there is synthetic hackle for 

special fly patterns.  You can buy high quality necks 
which have a full range of hackle size’s from #4 all 
the way down to #24 on the best necks.  More re-
cently they have introduced dry fly quality saddle 
hackle which are very long feathers which can tie as 
many as eight to ten flies from one feather.  Necks 
and saddle hackles have different grade from $35.00 
to over $100.00.  Saddle patches have a similar 
grading system as necks and they are graded ac-
cording to hook sizes that you want to ties.  You 
have a choice of full necks and saddle patches to 1/2 
necks and saddle patches.  There are also hackles 
from saddle patches graded by one hook size that 
will tie 100 flies per pack. 

Good Materials 

The old style Indian necks were usually good quality 
but lacked the smaller feathers.  You needed to use 
two feathers at a time to make a good floating dry 
fly.  They were cheap at $3.50 to $5.00.  For most 
necks, including grizzly and cree necks, were $7.50 
to $10.00 each and natural blue dun, if you could 
find any, were $15.00 to $25.00. 

I will not go into all the material that is available to-
day because there’s just to much to cover and I 
haven’t gotten around to using everything that is  
available  You still have a lot of the old natural fur 
and hair available along with plenty of new materials 
made from synthetics.  Some of the old hair like po-
lar bear is now synthetic and works in many ways as 
good as the original.  Instead of fur dubbing we now 
have synthetic fur that’s made for dry flies and wet 
flies which is easy to work with. I like it for very 
small flies when you need a very slim profile.  You 
can also use this material when you need to put a 

little sparkle in your flies. 

Natural and Synthetic 

The old style wing quill segment are slowly being 
replaced by synthetics and mallard flank feathers.  
The old style dries looked nice but they just didn’t 
last.  You can use pre-cut plastic mayfly wings in 
different colors and veined to match the naturals.  
I’ve used them in the past and they would cause my 
leader to twist so I quit using them.  I’ve also used 
poly yarn on mayfly duns imitations which looked 
good, were easy to tie and they added sparkle to the 
fly.   In time and after repeated casting the wings 
would expand to a point that I ended up with a big 
fuzz ball on top of the fly.  I stopped using it on 
most flies but it does work well for spinner patterns. 
New materials such as a z-lon and antron yarns 
seem to work as well. 

I was introduced to fly tying 
by a friend of mine who 
went to a boy scout meeting 
and saw a demonstration.  
He went and bought a kit for 
$6.00.  One afternoon after 

school I followed him home, he showed me his kit 
and tied a couple of flies.  I saved up my lunch 
money and bought my own kit and soon found out I 
really didn’t  know much, but I knew I was going to 
learn to tie flies.  The tools and material left a lot to 
be desired and the flies I tied had a lot of room for 
improvement.  The hackle was too big and too many 
different colors, the vise kept spreading every time I 
tightened a hook down, the hooks were a good as-
sortment but I didn’t know which hook to use for the 
fly I was tying.  The thread was size A and was bet-
ter suited for wrapping guides on a rod. 

Starter Kits 

Today there are a lot of good tying kits to choose 
from.  You need to have good tools to work with 
that will last.  The material is good quality and suited 
for tying good quality flies.  You need a good vise 
that will hold your book where you want it and all 

tools that work the way they 
are supposed to work.  Good 
quality material, hooks and 

(Continued on page 7) 

 FLY FISHING  

Olive Matuka Streamer 

Adams 

     Royal Wulff 
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M other used to say, “When George Washington 
was a little boy like you, he cut down a cherry 

tree with his new hatchet.”  When his father asked if 
he did it, George responded, “I cannot tell a lie—I 
chopped down the tree”  Be like President Washing-
ton, Mother concluded.  “Always tell the truth.” 

Whether or not the cherry tree event happened, 
George Washington set an example for us to live by.  
As did so many of America’s founders, he kept a jour-
nal.  He had faults and he knew it, so he looked care-
fully at what he did and said so that when he made 
mistakes, he could improve—he really was an honest 
man! 

President Washington shouldered responsibilities for 
the good of all.  He gave time, persistent effort, and 
money to carry out duties as Commander of the Conti-
nental Army, and then as the first President of the 
United States of America.  He believed in liberty for all, 
and he put his beliefs into action. 

Following Washington’s example, Trout Unlimited 
seeks to save the cold-water streams by preserving, 
protecting, and restoring them.  Many are interested in 
saving the streams of Chester County.  It’s time to 
bring stream conservationists together in an integrated 
effort.  We need “Keepers of the Streams” on every 
creek in Chester County. 
 

Stream Watching 
 

People who fish a creek see what is happening to it.  
When pollution kills fish, a “Keeper of the Stream” 
takes pictures, notifies authorities, and then keeps on 
top of things until the problem is resolved. 

A few weeks ago as I was walking along Valley Creek 
to see if blue winged olives were hatching, I met a real 
keeper of the streams of Chester County, long-term 

member of West Chester Fish, Game, and Wildlife, 
Buck Plank.  After an enjoyable fishing conversation, 
Buck said, “Owen, late on Fridays we’ve been seeing a 
head of foam going down West Valley Creek.  It’s bad 
stuff.  The insects in the stream are almost gone.  
Maybe it’s coming from somebody washing cars.”  
“That’s really bad news,” I said.  “VFTU board meeting 
is next week.  I will report what’s happening and see 
what can be done.” 

At the TU Board meeting one member volunteered to 
discuss the problem with Bob Bonney, WCO for the PA 
Fish & Boat  Commission, and with the DEP.  Others 
suggested visiting the manager in charge of two likely 
sources of pollution, encouraging them to check to see 
if polluted wash water was being dumped into the 
creek, and if it were, to clean up their act! 
 

Trash Clean-Up 
 

Every spring Green Valleys Association has sponsored 
clean-ups of many streams in Chester County.  For 
decades West Chester Fish, Game, and Wildlife has 
kept West Valley Creek litter free—for a few hours un-
til somebody dumps the remains of their lunch or beer 
binge on the stream bank.  If you suffer from low 
blood pressure and go out on a trash clean up day, I 
guarantee that as you pick up beer cans and dispos-
able diapers your blood pressure will rise to impressive 
levels.  On hot summer days a few have been seen 
with steam rising off their heads! 

Picking up litter may seem 
unimportant, until you realize 
that respect is the foundation 
of life.  Who would throw 
beer bottles onto their own 
front lawn?  Who would dis-
pose of kitchen garbage by 
putting it under the living 
room rug?  Keeping yourself 
and your surroundings clean 
is a sign of self-respect, and 
respect for this beautiful liv-
ing world and the One who 
created it. 

 

(Continued on page 8) 

George Washington’s Partners 
How to Be a Modern Day “KEEPER OF THE STREAM” 

An ORVIS Store 
All Catalog Items may be ordered through the store 

Fly-Fishing & Tying Equipment 
Sporting Gifts & Clothing 

Outdoor Books & Art 
300 Main Street 

Media, PA  19063 
610-565-6140 

Supporting VFTU 
efforts for over 

20 years 

OWENS LIVING WATERS 
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tools are necessary to tie quality flies. 

One of the first things you need to learn after getting 
your tools together is learning the many different ma-
terials that you can choose from.  There are some 
books written that cover these materials and there is 
at least one book covering just synthetic materials.  

There are plenty of books that cover all 
the different flies that you may want to 
tie.  Some books are devoted to a spe-
cific type of fly tying and others are 
more general purpose type—focused on 
fly tying and fishing.  It would be a good 
idea to go to a tackle shop that sells 

much of what you will need to get started and don’t 
be afraid to ask questions.  You have a lot to learn to 
become a fly tyer. 

Fly Tying & Fly Fishing 

For me fly fishing and fly tying go together and they 
make these pastimes more enjoyable.  When you start 
tying choose fairly simple and easy patterns to tie.  
You can start with ants and beetles and then work 
your way up to nymphs and streamers and then try 
dry flies.  Also when you start, believe in yourself that 
you can do it and tie several of each patterns you try.  
This will build up your confidence.  Once you’ve 
learned the basics of fly tying you need to practice. 
Much of fly tying is practice and each time you tie a 
fly, look at it and keep doing it until you are satisfied 
that it looks as good as the store bought flies. 

You can make tying flies into whatever you want it to 
be.  You don't have to stay with the same old patterns 
that everybody else is using.  Don’t be afraid to try 
something new, you may come up with a better pat-
tern.  You can go out and collect the natural insects 
and do your best to make a good imitation.  Some 
people take tying kits along on their fishing trips.  This 
way you can tie up flies that you didn’t already have or 
lost while fishing.  Over hanging trees and stream side 

vegetation can eat up plenty of flies. 

I’ve enjoyed tying all these years, it’s been a fun and 
fascinating pastime.  I’ve got to use fur and feathers 
from critters that I may never see in real life.  Tying 
the different materials on a hook to make it look like 
the real thing always keeps me interested in tying 
more flies.  You get to use your imagination, try new 
materials and create new patterns.  I’m still amazed by 
what other tyers do and the flies they come up with.  
Somebody years ago took a peacock quill and stripped 
off all the fuzz which make a real nice quill body for 
many mayfly pattern, this alone should give new tyers 
reason to experiment and see if they can come up 
with new body materials. 

Bright, Shiny, and Buggy 

Some of the new materials have really 
changed the way we tie flies today and 
improve the older standard ties.  Rubber 
legs can be added to almost any fly and 
give it a more lifelike appearance.  Flash 
material is being used more and more on many pat-
terns that makes them more effective.  Wire body flies 
are becoming more popular every year.  The wire 
comes in different sizes and many colors.  The copper 
john and brassie are two good examples of wire body 
flies and they really work. 

Maybe the best new change is the bead head flies.  All 
the old nymph patterns are now using some type of 
bead or cone.  Beads come in glass, brass, copper, 
nickel, lead and tungsten.  This is a easy way to 
weight your flies and get them down to where trout 
feeds most of the time.  Tungsten beads are the 
heaviest and are being used on new patterns each 
year.  You can determine how deep you fish and con-
trol the speed of your drift.  Metal beads are drilled 

through and tapered on one side so 
you can easily slip them on your hook.  
They come in many different sizes and 

(Continued from page 5) 

(Continued on page 9) 
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Elk Hair Caddis 

Pheasant Tail 

Humpy 
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Water Quality and Biological Surveys 
 

As we fish for trout, we see what is happening with 
insect hatches.  “Why are the sulfur mayfly hatches 
declining on Valley and West Valley Creeks,” we won-
der.  Frank Donohoe and Rod Horton, VFTU members, 
put temperature sensors in Valley Creek at key loca-
tions, and have been gathering information on what is 
happening.  Others assist DEP and Stroud biologists 
as they gather information about macro invertebrate 
populations.  Interested volunteers assist turbidity 
monitoring and electroshock surveys of fish popula-
tions. 

Knowing what is happening in and to the streams is 
necessary.  If we don’t know what the problems are, 
we will never be able to solve them. 
 

Stream Restoration 
 

On a rainy Friday afternoon in late March, Karl Lutz, 
specialist in stream habitat restoration with the PA 
Fish Commission, led us on a walk up Crabby Creek.  
Ken Undercroffer and Jack Williams of PATU, local 
USGS and DEP biologists, and VFTU members were 
investigating how to enhance the habitat so that the 
remnant brook trout population could once again 
flourish. 

Pete Goodman told us about the $20,000 grant we 
had received from the US Fish and Wildlife Foundation 
to restore the upper part of Crabby Creek.  Volunteers 
from the chapter and community will labor to bring 
back the brook trout.  First, however, we need a de-
tailed plan with project design, reach by reach. 

Karl Lutz promised to return as soon as he could to 
prepare such a plan.  Hopefully instream work can 
begin late fall in 2007 or early next year.  Imagine a 
big population of rare wild brook trout swimming in a 

creek whose headwaters are one of the most in-
tensely urbanized areas in Chester County! 
 

Protecting and Preserving 
 

For many years West Chester Fish, Game, and Wildlife 
has taken the lead in working with landowners to 
maintain access to West Valley Creek.  Negotiations 
with developers by Carl Dusinberre and John Johnson 
have protected riparian zones with easements on both 
West Valley and Valley Creeks.  Karl Heine, by attend-
ing hundreds of township meetings and working with 
developers, has been able to get substantial ground-
water recharge.  John Hoeckstra of Green Valleys As-
sociation has fought to get regulations passed and 
enforced that protect streams and their watersheds.  
Mitsie Toland, Neil McAloon, and other members of 
the Open Lands Conservancy have preserved and pro-
tected tracts of land in the Great Valley. 

In this day and age streams are kept alive by deci-
sions of townships, the county, corporations, public 
and private agencies, and religious bodies.  Again and 
again dedicated “Keepers of the Stream” have advo-
cated policies that led to decisions that kept their 
stream alive. 
 

Educating and Communicating 
 

Where there is no vision, the people perish.  Several 
of us speak to groups locally and throughout the 
state.  Joe Armstrong and I wrote books that have 
helped people in other places organize to save their 
local streams.  Our chapter newsletter, Banknotes, 
has won state and national awards—again and again 
when we have been in a decisive struggle with some-
one whose plans would ruin a stream, Banknotes hon-
estly and often dramatically has given people the in-
formation necessary for informed action.  Valley Forge 
National Historical Park not only uses historic buildings 
but also Valley Creek, meadows, and forests to teach 
visitors to preserve the past and care for the future. 

Many children today suffer from an environmental 
learning deficit, because they spend their lives in hu-
man made boxes separated from the living world.  
The Trout in the Classroom program, led by Neil John-
son and Jim Nelson, educates students in the wonders 
of trout swimming in a cold-water aquarium right in 
their schoolroom. 
 

(Continued from page 6) 
 

(Continued on page 9) 

OWENS LIVING WATERS 
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Living Waters 

Organizing a “Keeper of the Stream” Group 
 

The trout waters of Chester County need help.  The 
East Branch of the Brandywine has the Brandywine 
Trout Club, wouldn’t it be great to supplement their 
efforts with a Keeper group.  The same can be said 
for West Valley Creek, Pickering Creek, Valley Creek, 
and many other streams.  A Keeper of the Stream 
group starts when somebody volunteers to coordinate 
work on a specific stream, and finds one other person 
to work with him or her to pull together interested 
individuals. 

As the Trout Unlimited Keeper work moves forward, 
volunteer interest determines the way forward for 
each Keeper group.  A person interested in stream 
watching, for instance, might write and distribute a 
stream watch pamphlet for homeowners, businesses, 
and students—a pamphlet that highlights the impor-
tance of the stream, dangers to it, and steps to take 
to protect it.  Another volunteer who liked to be in the 
water might get in touch with the PA Fish & Boat 
Commission and plan an Adopt-a-Stream restoration 
project.  The coordinator of a Keeper Group invites, 
welcomes, and includes volunteers, and incorporates 
them into an integrated effort.  She or he works with 
and reports to trout clubs and conservation groups 
who care about that stream, and serves on the Valley 
Forge Trout Unlimited Board. 
 

Conclusion 
 

Ever since we started trying to save the streams of 
Chester County, George Washington has been looking 
over our shoulders.  The special stream on which his 
headquarters is located, Valley Creek, has faced one 
threat after another, but George Washington has con-
temporary partners.  Due to their dedicated efforts, 

(Continued from page 8) 

Washington’s Headquarters has not yet been flooded, 
and the wild trout in Valley Creek are still alive. 

 

We learn from revolutionary heroes to care for land 
and people in ways that will sustain life 
for generations to come.  Make up your 
mind to give one hour a month to saving 
our streams.  Sign the attached twelve-
hour pledge, and mail it to me.  We will 
respond and help you get started keep-
ing your stream. 

 
 

TWELVE HOUR PLEDGE 
 

Yes, sign me up as a Keeper of the Stream.  I will give 
twelve hours this year to keep a local stream alive. 
 

Name: ____________________________ 

Address: __________________________ 

Email: ____________________________ 

Phone number: _____________________ 

Local stream in which I am interested: 

__________________________________ 
To Pledge Call Owen or Mail to VFTU  

Owen Owens 

colors. 

I’ve tried to give you a very general idea of what tying 
flies consists of.  This should help you get started in 
tying and give you some information you can use 
when you go to a tackle shop.  Maybe this will keep 
you from making the many mistakes I did while learn-

ing to tie flies. Just stick with it—I did and 
for over fifty years I enjoyed tying flies 
and improving my skills.      

Jim  Lowe 

(Continued from page 7) 

Fly Fishing 

Pale Evening Dun 
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Who Ya Gonna Call? 
 

If you see a spill or fish kill, call us… 
Call any of your officers  

or board members  
(see the inside back cover of 

Banknotes) 
 

Illegal Fishing & Poaching or  
Disturbance of a Waterway: 

Notify the PA Fish & Boat Commission 
 

Fish Kills or Illegal Dumping: 
Notify the PA Fish & Boat Commission  

and 
PA Department of  

Environmental Protection (DEP) 
 

Water Quality & Pollution: 
Notify the PA Department of  

Environmental Protection (DEP) 
 

*** 

Pennsylvania Department of 
Environmental Protection 

 

Emergencies should be reported immediately  
by telephone to the Southeast Regional Office  

at 484-250-5900 or by calling 
(24 hours a day, 7 days a week) 

 

Pennsylvania Fish and Boat  
Commission 

 
 

Our local WCO, Bob Bonney has requested 
emergencies should be reported immediately  

to him via his cell phone: 
610-637-6398 

and to the Southeast Region of the PA F&BC 
(8:00AM – 4:00PM weekdays) 

717-626-0228 

Erosion and Sedimentation Issues: 
Notify the Chester County 

Conservation District 
610-925-4920 

 

Well & Septic Issues: 
Notify the Chester County 

Health Department 
610-344-6225  

Valley Creek Workdays 
Yes we do have monthly workdays! 

When? 
Saturdays following our General  Meetings 

 

Where? 
Details provided at our general meetings  
or contact either Rod Horton or our Prez 

 

Why? 
We are committed to protecting and 

preserving Valley Creek  - it’s also a great  
way to meet your fellow chapter members 

 

Want to Help? - Please Contact 
Pete @ 610-827-7619  
Rod @ 610-666-6167  
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Valley Forge Trout Unlimited Membership Application 

 

OFFICERS 
President 
Pete Goodman 
2194 Valley Hill Rd. 
Malvern, PA  19355 
610-827-7619 
peteg@bee.net 
 
Vice President, Internal Affairs 
Andy Pancoast 
912 Deer Road 
Bryn Mawr, PA 19010 
610-496-3959  
awpancoast@hotmail.com 
 

Vice President, External Affairs 

Karl Heine 
152 Weedon Ct. 
West Chester, PA  19380 
610-363-7238 

Secretary 
Bob Jones 
1323 Spellman Dr. 
Downingtown, PA  19335 
610-466-0108 
robertwjones@verizon.net 

Treasurer 

Frank Donohoe 
17 Amy Lane 
Malvern, PA  19355 
610-993-9831 
fsdonohoe@verizon.net 

Environmental Chairman 

Joe Armstrong 
450 Lucky Hill Rd. 
West Chester, PA  19380 
610-436-6080 
 

Membership Chairman 
Jim Ferrier 
204 Jacqueline Dr. 
West Chester, PA  19382 
610-436-4232 
 

BOARD MEMBERS 
 

John Johnson 
1085 Harmony Hill Rd. 
Downingtown, PA  19335 
610-873-9062 
 

Jim Leonard 
1778 Lenape-Unionville Rd.  
West Chester, PA  19382 
610-793-1706 
jamesmleonard@hotmail.com 
 

Dave Macaleer 
21 Arrowpoint Dr. 
Glenmoore, PA  19343 
610-942-4254 
davenlynda@chesco.com 
Owen Owens 
1403 Carroll Brown Way 
West Chester, PA  19382 
610-399-1294 
IreneOwen@aol.com 

Robin Freisem 
1000 Caln Meeting House Rd. 
Coatesville, PA  19320 
610-466-0341 
rfreisem@comcast.net 
 

Jim Nelson 
424 Vineyard Lane 
Downingtown, PA  19335 
610-458-5065 
bnelson010@comcast..net 
 
 

Rod Horton 
1037 Shearwater Dr. 
Audubon, PA  19403 
610-666-6167 
horton_rl@verizon.net 

 
Fred Gender 
1132 King Hill Road 
King of Prussia, PA  19406 
610-783-0504 
tye14me@hotmail.com 
 

NEW BOARD MEMBERS 
 

Neil Johnson 
525 Rack Raymond Rd. 
Downingtown, PA 19335 
610-269-7526 
rockray1@comcast.net 

 

 

Editor 
Tom Prusak 
37 Christiana Pike 
Christiana, PA  17509 
610-593-2365 
missey@comcast.net 

Business Manager 
Jim Ferrier 
610-436-4232 

Advertising Manager 
Charlie Griffen 
610-594-0648 

Layout & Graphics 

Tom Prusak 

Artist & Cartoonist 

Carl Dusinberre 
Todd Henderson 

TU Websites 
 

www.tu.org 
www.valleyforgetu.org 

Send changes of  
address to: 
 
 

VFTU 
PO Box 1356 
West Chester, PA 19380 

VFTU Officers & Board of Directors Banknotes 

YES!  Please begin my one-year membership in Trout Unlimited. 
I understand my dues payment entitles me to all regular member-
ship benefits including a personal membership card and quarterly 
issues of Trout magazine.  VFTU members also receive our quarterly 
newsletter Banknotes. 

Name __________________________________________________________ 

Address  __________________________________________________________ 

 __________________________________________________________ 

 __________________________________________________________ 

City __________________________________________________________ 

State __________________________________________________________ 

Phone _________  -   ___________________________ 

Email ________________________________________ 

Chapter #290 Valley Forge, PA 

 
Trout Unlimited is incorporated as a 501(c) non-profit, educational, 
charitable organization and all monetary and property donations are 
tax deductible to the extent allowed by law.   

Please select membership category: 

  Introductory   $17.50 

  Regular  $35 

  Family/Contributor $50 

  Sponsor  $100 

  *Business  $200 

  Conservator  $250 

  *Individual Life $1000 (no further dues) 

  *Family Life  $1100 (no further dues)  

  Youth/Student $20     (under 18) 

  Senior  $20     (62 and older) 

Payment enclosed: 

(Make checks payable to Trout Unlimited) 

VISA/MasterCard# _____________________________  Exp Date ______ 

 
Signature   ______________________________________________________ 

* 
Special 
Benefits  
for these 

Membership 
Categories! 

* 

Cut out and mail to:  VFTU, P.O. Box 1356, West Chester, PA  19380 



VFTU GENERAL MEETINGS 
Fairfield Inn—Lionville 
Just north of Exton on Rt. 100 
General Meetings are held the 
2nd Thursday of each month  

7:30 PM 
September thru May 

VFTU 
PO Box 1356 
West Chester, PA  19380 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
  

September 13th 

General Monthly Meetings Resume 

Election of Officers 

*** 

HAVE A SAFE SUMMER! 
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