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A s hard as it is to believe, thirty 
years have passed since a small 

group of volunteers 
set out to protect 
and restore our local 
trout streams.  One 
of those individuals 
is our very own Jim 
Clark, or as he is 
fondly known to 
Banknotes readers—
“El Cheapo Fly Tyer.”    

Watching Jim tie up 
his feathered beau-
ties is a treat in and of itself.  But the 
real beauty is that he has donated 
many thousands of flies to our chap-

ter and other clubs year after year to 
be included in fly box raffles or to be 

sold individually at 
fundraising events.  
Fo r  more  than 
twenty-five years, his 
beautiful creations 
have generated sub-
stantial dollars for 
trout habitat. 

For those who don’t 
know—Jim Clark was 
our first newsletter 
editor.  Under his 

watch, Banknotes received several 
“best newsletter” awards.  Jim is also 
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T hirty years of conservation in north-

ern Chester County. That is what 
the Valley Forge Chapter of Trout Unlim-
ited is all about. And we are still commit-
ted to preserving what cold water re-
sources we have, making them better for 
generations to follow us. This is not a 
shortsighted or a narrowly focused 
group. 

Trout Show 

In order for us to do the work that is 
necessary, we need a level of financial 
support. The lion share of this money 
comes from our spring fundraiser, The 
Trout Show. Once again, our income 
topped the prior years. It was another 
spectacular event with fabulous prizes. 
Bob Clouser made a great presentation 
that was enjoyed by everyone. We had a 

generous crowd who spent freely for raf-
fle tickets. I want to personally thank 
again our sponsors and donors for the 
many gifts and prizes. It is always a reve-
lation to me the generosity of these folks. 
The shops and outfitters that support us 
deserve your patronage – please stop in 
and say ‘Hi’ and ‘Thank you’ for support-
ing VFTU. It’s always nice to spend a 
couple of bucks while you are there 
thanking them for their support. I always 
seem to need something.  

At the date of writing this, there are only 
5 slots left in our Fly-fishing School. With 
three weeks to go, that’s not too bad. 
The past several years we have had to 
turn a few folks away because we just 
cannot handle more than 30 students, 
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and give them the attention and good experience they 
deserve. 

At this point in the year my new years resolution goes 
to ‘hell in a hand basket’ (whatever that means.) This 
year my resolution was to decline to be involved in a 
few things, get someone else and some other folks in-
volved, and take over some of the things that landed on 
my plate.  With all of that said, I would then have more 
time to go fishing.  I have been out 3 times, once in 
March, once in early April and then yesterday.  I have to 
‘fix’ this one of these years. As Bill Diana said at the 
April meeting, there are only a finite number of fishing 
days, and I should be taking advantage of them. 

I guess that this is a backhanded way to ask you all out 
there for some help. There are a lot of things going on 
right now where we could use some support. If you 
have any special skills- other than 
fishing- give me a call – fishing works 
too- give me a call. Some of the 
items we are working on are: 

• “Trout in the Classroom” pro-
gram. 

• Ensuring high quality stormwater 
management from several high-
way projects (Rt. 202    widen-
ing, the turnpike’s Rt. 29 slip ramps, and the turn-
pike widening). 

• Fall banquet celebration marking 100 years of con-
servation in Chester County (30 years – VFTU, plus 
70 years - West Chester Fish, Game and Wildlife 

Assoc.). 

• Monitoring a 
number of develop-
ments for stream 
impacts (Whiteland 
Village Community - 
the old Foote Mineral 
Superfund site, the 
Atwater develop-
ment – the old War-
ner Quarry, O’Neill’s 
plans for the Wor-
thington Steel site, 
and for the Hudson 
Estate in Tredyffrin, 
and on and on). 

• Helping with the 

(Continued from page 1) 

administration of the William Penn Foundation Grant 
(see environmental report) and planning/execution of 
several other grants. 

• Lastly, the endless list of administrative and communi-
cation items that need to be addressed. 

Anyway, I’ll keep banging away at it – I want to try to 
make use of the VFTU survey. If you get a call and you 

wrote your name down for something, 
don’t be shy. We would love to have you 
join us in the feeding lane. WE NEED 
YOUR HELP. 

I nearly forgot – Congratulations to 
Owen Owens, co-founder of our chapter 
(Owen and Chuck Marshall, 30 years 
ago) for the great article and photo 
spread in the Sunday Philadelphia In-
quirer. Good press never hurts. And 

while we are talking about Owen, a little bird tells me that 
he will be the featured conservationist in the summer edi-
tion of Trout, National TU’s magazine.  

Additional congratulations are in order for Dr. Andrew 
Kanter.  He was just approved by the Tredyffrin Board of 
Supervisors as a member of the prestigious and progres-
sive Environmental Advisory Council (EAC) of Tredyffrin. It 
is very nice to have one of our own on that council.  

I have rambled on enough for this column, and maybe the 
fall issue, too. Have a great fishing summer. We will talk 
again in September. 

Special Update 

Karl Heine says “Hi” and “Thank you.”  Last evening I 
spoke with Karl’s Sister, Karen, to get an update before 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Valley Forge  
Trout Unlimited 

T he Valley Forge Chapter of 
Trout Unlimited is dedicated 

to preserving, protecting, and  
restoring trout habitat throughout 
Chester County, Pennsylvania. 

Its 647 member and affiliates are 
engaged in the fight to preserve 
our precious coldwater resources.  
All similarly inclined persons are 
invited to join.  Refer to the  
membership application form 
found in the back of this issue of  
Banknotes. 

An ORVIS Store 
All Catalog Items may be ordered through the store 

Fly-Fishing & Tying Equipment 
Sporting Gifts & Clothing 

Outdoor Books & Art 
300 Main Street 

Media, PA  19063 
610-565-6140 

Supporting VFTU 
efforts for over 

20 years 

Yellowstone Cutthroat TroutYellowstone Cutthroat Trout  

100 Years of Conservation in Chester County 
Banquet & Silent Auction 

 

Whitford Country Club 
 

for more info call  
John Johnson @ 610-873-9062 
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BRINGING US TOGETHER—STIRRING US UP 

 

“In unity there is strength...” 

W hen people join together to work for the good 
of each and all, everything and everyone bene-

fits.  On February 25, 2006, I attended the West Ches-
ter Fish, Game, and Wildlife surprise dinner honoring 
Chester County environmental leader, John Johnson. 
Chester County Commissioner Andy Diniman spoke.  
Proclamations from the U.S. Senate and Congress and 
Pennsylvania Senate and House were read honoring 
John’s accomplishment in making 
Chester County a better place to live.  
Nature conservancy leaders told about 
land his work had saved.  As I listened 
to each speaker I could see that John 
Johnson stirred us up and brought us 
together to save the land and streams 
of Chester County. 
 

Volunteering to Help  
Conserve Local Streams 

 
West Chester Fish and Game was or-
ganized in 1937 to clean up the Bran-
dywine River, polluted by a paper 
company in Downingtown.  Their ef-
forts got the company to take the 
sludge out of its effluent and recycle the water.  In 
1987 John Johnson helped West Chester Fish and 
Game organize its 50th anniversary dinner.  He also 
assisted VFTU work crews with their stream restoration 
project on West Valley Creek.  As he pounded stakes 
and tied Christmas trees into deflectors, he felt West 
Chester Fish, Game, and Wildlife should again get in-
volved in saving streams and land. 
 
Johnson spoke out at a meeting of the club, “For us to 
spend volunteer effort to raise fish in our trout nursery 
and put them into a sewer is foolish.  We were formed 
to conserve the Brandywine.  If we don’t get involved 
now, we’re going to lose West Valley Creek and the 
river.”  “Who will do the job?” somebody asked.  John 
thought a moment and then said, “It’s my suggestion--
I’ll do it!”  Shortly after the 50th Anniversary dinner, the 
WCFG&W president decided to step down.  John volun-
teered to take his place, and was elected president in 

1988—a position he held through the end of 2005.  
 

Developing in Tune with Nature 
 

Close to where John lives, the Mullestine farm had 
been sold to a developer.  West Valley Creek runs 
through the Mullestine farm meadow, and John was 
concerned that this beautiful natural area would be 

developed.  In 1990 he organized the 
Harmony Hill Civic Association, and 
because he did not have money for 
postage, he had a group of volunteers 
delivering letters about the effects of 
the development to every property 
owner.  John started to attend every 
township meeting.  Noticing the town-
ship had no newsletter, he volunteered 
to write one. 
 
Realizing he needed help he got in 
touch with Bill Sellers, then with the 
Brandywine Conservancy.  “If I hold a 
Civic Association meeting in my house, 
will you come?” John asked.  “I’d be 
glad to,” replied Bill.  A few weeks later 

40 people packed into the Johnson basement, and lis-
tened to Sellers as he laid out what needed to be done, 
including documenting the effects of development on 
groundwater supplies and taxes. 
 
John went to the developer with a proposal.  “You can 
keep this farm in a natural state and make yourself 
$200, 000 from a potential buyer.  If you do decide to 
develop this property I’ll go to every township meeting 
on zoning and make your life miserable!”  The devel-
oper decided to sell. 
 
Turning his attention back to the proposed Rouse Com-
pany “Churchill” development in Exton, he and Bill Sell-
ers held several meetings on what to do. People talked 
and talked but nothing seemed to get accomplished.  
At the fourth meeting Johnson walked in with an air 

(Continued on page 4) 

OWENS LIVING WATERS 

John Johnson 
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OWEN OWENS 
pistol in his briefcase that looked just like a real gun.  As 
another aimless conversation started John laid the air 
pistol on the table and said: “It’s time to cut the bullshit.  
We’ve got to go after these guys who are going to pol-
lute West Valley Creek!”  People said, “You’re right—
what can we do?”  With Seller’s guidance they began to 
outline an alternative plan.  But Sellers warned them, 
“Preparing a good plan will take a lot of money.” 
West Chester Fish, Game, and Wildlife agreed to put up 
$2000.  The Harmony Hill Civic Association gave $5000 
to the Brandywine Conservancy.  Sellers went to work, 
found more money, and saw to it that a carefully re-
searched plan was prepared that would allow develop-
ment in tune with the natural set-
ting (preparing the plan cost over 
$50,000).  Using research on sew-
erage treatment systems developed 
by Schaffer and Associates that 
were successfully being used in the 
Chicago, Illinois area, spray irriga-
tion on fields would safely dispose 
of treated water.  Not a drop of 
sewer water would go into West 
Valley Creek!  Sellers and Johnson 
presented the plan to Willard Rouse 
and his associates, but Rouse re-
fused to listen. 
 
When the Pennsylvania Department 
of Environmental Resources held its 
hearings conservationists were 
ready.  Three busloads of Cones-
toga High School biology students led by their teacher, 
Pete Mariner, were in the audience, as well as Mitsie To-
land from Open Land Conservancy, Sellers, Johnson, and 
VFTU members.  Willard Rouse and several associates 
were also present.  Each one of three groups of students 
made a focused fifteen-minute presentation on trout, 
macro invertebrate, and watershed health.  “The stu-
dents were so clear and knowledgeable—they turned the 
whole meeting around,” John remembers. 
 
In the face of all the testimony against the proposed 
sewer plant Rouse would not budge: “Spray irrigation 
would smell,” he said, “It would not work!”  John said, 
“It doesn’t smell.  I’ll pay your way to Chicago to see the 
spray irrigation and wastewater recycling site!”  “I don’t 
need you to pay,” Rouse exclaimed. 

 
Rouse made a new proposal.  They would build ponds 
and a spray irrigation system, but in the winter would 
release treated sewer water into West Valley Creek.  
“No, you are not going to release anything into the 
stream!” said West Chester Fish, Game, and Wildlife and 
Valley Forge Trout Unlimited.  Johnson then wrote his 
now famous editorial to the West Chester Daily Local, 
calling for the township and county to make the Church 
Farm School land a county park.  
 
County and township leaders used the Brandywine Con-
servancy Plan to shape a new approach to development.  
725 acres would be set aside for a park, and the rest 

would be developed in environmen-
tally friendly ways, particularly in-
cluding a pond and spray irrigation 
system to treat sewerage and re-
charge groundwater. 
 

Suing the Oaklands Corporate 
Center 

 
On a cold Sunday afternoon in late 
winter John Johnson joined Wayne 
Poppich and other VFTU members to 
check how the little trout were doing 
that had hatched from Vibert boxes 
on McIllvaine Run.  Wayne, who had 
been studying wetlands, looked 
across Whitford Road and saw a new 
road that had just been built from 

the shopping center.  “They can’t do that,” he exclaimed.  
“That’s a wetland!”  “Did you issue a permit?” Johnson 
asked the Department of Environmental Resources.  
“No.”  “Did you issue a permit?” he then asked the Army 
Corps of Engineers, and West Whiteland Township.  Nei-
ther had issued a permit to put in the road nor to fill 
acres of wetlands.  Johnson then reported to McKinstry: 
“Nobody issued a permit, Bob.”   
 
West Chester Fish, Game, and Wildlife agreed to under-
take the lawsuit with McKinstry as their lawyer.  John 
became a controversial figure as the suit proceeded, and 
received unsigned threatening letters.  Finally West 
Chester Fish, Game, and Wildlife won the lawsuit.  Oak-
lands Corporate Center ended up paying the expenses of 

(Continued from page 3) 

(Continued on page 8) 

 

 

Responsible Development Saves Crabby Creek 
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PREZ NOTES Who Ya Gonna Call? 
If you see a spill or fish kill, call us… 

Call any of your officers  
or board members  

(see the inside back cover of 
Banknotes) 

Fish Kills, Illegal Fishing & Poaching: 

PA Fish & Boat Commission, 
Regional Law Enforcement Manager,  

Southeast, 

Jeffery S. Bridi: 
717-626-0228 

Water Quality & Pollution: 

PA Department of  
Environmental Protection (DEP) 

Office Hours (8:00am to 4:30 pm), call  
484-250-5991 

After hours emergencies, call  
484-250-5900 

 

Two other ways to file a complaint: 
1. 1-866-255-5158 the new DEP toll-free 

citizen complaint line - Hit #1 - the call is 
then directed to 484-250-5991 

2. www.dep.state.pa.uscomplaint_form.htm 

Erosion and Sedimentation Issues: 

Chester County Conservation District: 
610-696-5126 

Well & Septic Issues: 
Chester County Health Department 

610-344-6225 

an active stream restoration participant with West Valley 
Creek’s infamous “Banknuts” and one of our top notch fly 
fishing school instructors.  We are so pleased to present 
"The Doozie" to Jim for his many efforts and contribu-
tions to the chapter. 

VFTU Board of Directors  

(Continued from page 1) 

Dusinberre Award 

the May 11th meeting.  She said they had just come home 
from another tough day.  He had his third surgery in a 
month.  But as the brief conversation was winding down she 
said, “Wait a minute he want to say something.”  “He is 
writing something on his dry-erase board.”  
With 4” of gauze hanging out of his mouth 
following a day of oral surgery he asked me 
to say “Hi” to you all and to say “Thank 
you” for all his well wishes, prayers, cards 
and visits.  Karl is doing well after his three 
surgeries for tongue cancer. He has a great 
attitude that I am sure will carry him back 
to us soon. 

 

Editor’s Note: We were thrilled when Karl dropped by the 
Fly Fishing School.  He has made tremendous progress in 
the past month.  In fact, I ran into him recently on West 
Valley Creek—Karl was fishing and having a very good day 
on the stream.  He had taken and released fifteen and had 
another one on as I  headed off for home.   

Geez—if he would only show me his “super secret” West 
Valley fly pattern… 

(Continued from page 2) 

Pete Goodman 
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Y our chapter is very busy with environmental issues 
and initiatives.  We have worked very hard to col-

laborate with a broad range of organizations.  These ef-
forts are focused in several directions.  They are aimed 
at furthering our mission to preserve, protect and en-
hance our cold water resources.  Also, to get out our 
message and lastly, to leverage our effectiveness.  Many 
voices tell the area that Valley Forge Trout Unlimited is 
working hard to save our streams. 
 
In the last Banknotes I mentioned that I would update 
you on the details of the William Penn Foundation grant 
that was awarded to the Chester County Conservation 
District in the amount of $403,000.00.  This Grant 
awarded to CCCD on behalf of the Valley Creek Restora-
tion Partnership (which members of VFTU founded) is 
the furtherance of the grant that Valley Forge Trout 
Unlimited received for the assessment of Crabby Creek.  
It is the next logical step in the process to understand 
the stream, the factors at work causing its degradation, 
the options for restoration/stabilization and finally to ini-
tiate the restoration/stabilization.  All of this is to be 
done in such a manner that can be 
reproducible in the next sub-
watershed and the next and the 
next and so on.  Ideally the proc-
ess continues until we have a sta-
ble watershed.  The specific out-
comes of the grant are a document 
that will detail the methodology, 
assessments and processes that 
lead us forward to the restoration – stabilization process.  
There will also be the selection of sites and the installa-
tion of some stormwater “best management prac-
tices” (BMP’s) in the upper watershed to control and re-
duce some of the stormwater entering the watershed.  
The remaining portion of the grant is for the design and 
permitting of a stream section and the actual restoration 
– stabilization of approximately 1000 feet on Crabby 
Creek and a tributary. 
 
On Monday the 24th of April 2006 a group of five stu-
dents from Conestoga High School performed a 
“Watershed Snap Shot” on Crabby Creek.  This was done 
through the leadership of Sarah Ahmann-Kligman of Tre-
dyffrin’s Environmental Advisory Council in conjunction 
with the Stroud Water Research Center.  Stroud’s educa-
tor, Kristen Travers, lead the students through the sam-
pling of macro invertebrates (underwater insects), tem-
perature, pH, dissolved oxygen, nitrate and a visual as-
sessment of the stream and surrounding area.  All of the 
sampled parameters fell into the “good” range.  I was 

especially encouraged to 
see the diversity and the 
quantity in the macro 
invertebrate population.  
This was a very positive 
experience for me and 
illustrated the fact that 
we need to do all that 
we can to protect and 
restore this jewel of a 
steam, which by exten-
sion will benefit the Val-
ley Creek watershed. 
 
VFTU’s National Fish and 
Wildl ife Foundation 
grant to retrofit the de-
tention basin in East Whiteland is fully in process. This is 
another grant being performed on behalf of the Valley 
Creek Restoration Partnership.  The basin bottom and 
sides have been regraded and leaf mulch from Tredyffrin 
Township has been worked into the soil improving its 

composition and suitability as a 
growing medium.  There were fea-
tures graded into the bottom of 
the basin to cause the stormwater 
to meander through the plantings.  
The plantings consist of 300 live 
stakes, and 500 native trees and 
shrubs.  Live stakes and erosion 
matting was installed in the area 

of the inlet structures.  The open space of the basin bot-
tom and its sides will be planted with native grasses and 
wild flowers.  A special thank you to all of our workers: 
the public works staff at East Whiteland, Mrs. Laurie 
Buechle and the student planters of Great Valley High 
School, the folks from Cahill Associates, Inc. and Rolf 
Sauer & Partners, LTD. and finally all of those loyal and 
dedicated soles who come out and volunteer their time 
and energy when I call on them for environmental pro-
jects such as these.  Thank you all. 
 
VFTU’s Embrace-A-Stream grant to study the water tem-
peratures in the Valley Creek watershed is proceeding 
well.  There are new anchoring devices and sensors lo-
cated and data collection continues.  This summer will 
mark the first full year of data.  We are still looking for 
someone to help us analyze the collected information. 
 
The Pennsylvania Turnpike Commission has become part 
of my sleeping as well as waking hours.  Hopefully I can 

(Continued on page 9) 
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7                                                                                      SUMMER 2006                                        WWW.VALLEYFORGETU.ORG 

 

 

Measuring the Water Temperature of Valley Creek 

I n July of 2005, the Valley Forge Trout Unlimited un-
der took a project to monitor the temperature of the 

water in Valley Creek and two of its tributaries, Little 
Valley Creek and Crabby Creek.  The project, titled “Air 
and Water Temperature Monitoring in the Valley Creek 
Watershed”, was funded with a 2005 Embrace-A-
Stream grant from Trout Unlimited National.  With the 
grant funding in hand, the chapter purchased 3 air 
temperature and 20 water temperature monitors.  Both 
types of monitors are battery powered independent 
units that can be programmed to record data in a vari-
ety of ways.  We programmed ours to record tempera-
tures every 15 minutes.  The sensors do this 24 hours 
a day and will continue to do it for up to nine months 
before requiring maintenance. 
 
We installed 13 water seniors along the length of Valley 
Creek starting close to its headwaters and following the 
creek down to its confluence with the Schuylkill River.  
There are four sensors placed along Little Valley Creek, 
one on Crabby Creek and one on Cedar Hollow Run 
(connecting the Atwater Quarry with Valley Creek).  
The three air sensors are place throughout the local 
area and record not only the air temperature but also 
lums per square foot, a measure of light intensity. 
 
In October, we collected the sensors and downloaded 
the data collected since July.  We now have available 
water and air temperature data from 12-Jul-05 thru 27-
Oct-05, a total of over 12,000 data points for each of 

our sensors, a total of 
over 231,500 tempera-
ture points!  Unfortu-
nately, in our October 
roundup, we could not 
find 5 of the sensors in 
the streams and only 
have data for those 
through the end of Au-
gust. 
 

Interpretation 
 
We continue to work on 
understanding what all 
this data means but one 
of the things that can be 
quickly assessed is the 
impact of high rain falls 

on the temperature of the water in Valley Creek.  One 
of these rain events took place on October 8th this year 
where over 4” of rain fell on that Saturday.  The impact 
of that rainfall on Valley Creek was substantial.  Normal 
flow on Valley Creek is around a daily average mean of 
15 to 20 cubic feet per second.  On that Saturday, the 
daily mean flow for the day hit 461 cubic feet per sec-
ond – a lot of water going down Valley Creek.  One our 
objectives for this project is to understand the impact 
of stormwater runoff on the temperature of the creek.  
This event gave us a perfect opportunity to do just 
that. 
 

Valley Creek on October 8, 2005 
 
To readily see the impact of the Saturday storm on Val-
ley Creek, we looked at the three sensors located to-
ward the end of the creek and near where the USGS 
has it stream flow station, all in Valley Forge National 
Historic Park.  These sensors are located near Wilson’s 
bridge below the Turnpike overpass, downstream of 
the covered bridge and 100 yards from the confluence 
with the Schuylkill River.  Data collected covers every 
fifteen minutes from 8:30pm on Friday 07-Oct-05 to 
12:30am on Sunday 09-Oct-05.  Water temperature 
that Friday evening was around 64 degrees F at all 
three stations.  As the rain started around 9:00pm, the 
temperature in the creek started to rise and over the 
next 12 hours rose to over 70 degrees F, an increase of 
over 6 degrees.  While more investigation and interpre-
tation needs to be done, our initial conclusion is that 
stormwater runoff in the area near the covered bridge 
sent a surge of warm water into the creek   Once that 
initial surge subsided, the three stations showed a con-
sistent rise in water temperature as the rainfall swelled 
the level in Valley Creek. 
 

Frank Donohoe and Rod Horton 
 
 

RESEARCH UPDATE 
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the suit, demarcated wetlands, signed conservation 
easements protecting stream, riparian zone, and wet-
lands.  The Corporate Center rebuilt its exit road along 
a narrow path adding eight-foot culverts under the 
road.  The total cost to the Oaklands Corporate Center 
was over $2,000,000, including a $60,000 fine by the 
EPA.  The lawsuit was the first one filed by a citizen 
under the Clean Water Act.  Good publicity was gener-
ated for West Chester Fish, Game, and Wildlife and US 
Fish and Wildlife recognized the effort with statewide 
publicity. 
 
Conservation Easements, Lawsuits, Fundraisers 

 
Carl Dusinberre and John became close friends, and 
saw a way to protect the streams by getting conserva-
tion easements and groundwater recharge from devel-
opers.  Carl took the lead in negotiating with one devel-
oper after another, and John went to meetings with him 
and supported the effort.  Easement after easement 
preserved a natural riparian corridor along the West 
Valley and Valley Creeks.  Even big projects, as Wal-
Mart, eventually agreed to recharge into the ground 
rainwater that fell on its roofs and parking lots.  At a 
concluding ceremony announcing construction of the 
Wal-Mart complex, the developer said, “They drove me 
crazy but kept me environmentally honest.  These two 
guys deserve this $1000 check, made out to VFTU, for 
their stream conservation work.” 
 
VFTU backed by Dusinberre, and West Chester Fish, 
Game, and Wildlife stood behind Johnson.  When John-
son suggested both groups join in holding a fall pig 
roast and invite the community, over a hundred showed 
up for the event.  A significant amount of money was 
raised to support conservation work.  Up to the present 
day Johnson has energized WCFG&W and VFTU efforts 
in joint fundraising.   
 
“One of the most significant things we did was 
standing up to the PA DEP and opposing their 
stormwater permits.  The DEP lawsuits we did 
were a turning point that made everyone in the 
community recognize we were serious about 
what we were trying to do.” 

 

Relocating McIllvaine’s Run 
 

John and Carl regularly were attending West Whiteland 
Township meetings, and saw that Whitford Road was 
going to be expanded.  Right next to the road ran McIll-
vaine Run in which we planted trout eggs each year.  
“We want that creek moved,” said John and Carl.  The 
township applied for a Growing Greener grant but was 
turned down.  Then the two leaders worked with the PA 
DEP, who told them exactly what to do to get the 
grant.  They submitted the application, and this time it 
was approved. 
 
“The McIllvaine Run project gave us awareness of how 
to apply for and administer our first big grant.  As a 
result of doing the project our own members are more 
committed to having wild trout in West Valley Creek.  
Most importantly, we set a precedent that prepared the 
way for the $400,002 grant from William Penn Founda-
tion to restore Crabby Creek. 
 

Conclusion 
 
From 1987 right down to today John Johnson has 
stirred us up,  to save the streams and land of Chester 
County.  John has taught us to be humble.  “Such an 
outspoken guy humble!” I can hear you say.  “You must 
be kidding.”  But John Johnson backs up whoever takes 
the lead in getting a hard job done.  And above all, 
John brought us together.   
 
Take one of the stems of the tall grass that grows along 
West Valley Creek.  It will break in half easily.  Now 
take many of these stems, bind them into 
a bundle, and even the strongest man 
cannot break them.  John Johnson 
brought WCFGW and VFTU together.  In 
more than two decades of leadership John 
has shown us that in unity there is 
strength. 

(Continued from page 4) 

Owen Owens 

LIVING WATERS 
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turn this around so that they are thinking of us in their 
sleep as well.  The cause for my sleeplessness is the turn-
pike’s application for a NPDES permit for the construction 
of the Slip Ramps at Route 29 as well as their plans to 
widen the roadway from Valley Forge west to Downing-
town.  When I first received notice that the Slip Ramp 
permit had been applied for I sent out an email asking for 
help – asking for everyone who I had an email address 
for to send in comments on the slip ramp’s stormwater 
management plan.  The response was terrific.  (If I don’t 
have your email or you are not getting email notices from 
me please send me and email and I will add you to my 
list – repeteltd@bee.net ).  The last I heard DEP had not 
reviewed the file.  Several of us have requested a public 
meeting for this application.  The stormwater manage-
ment that was proposed was basically not very good.  
Without going into details it did not protect the 
“Exceptional Value” Valley Creek nor did it protect the 
aquifer that serves the residents of the area with well wa-
ter.  We are continuing to fight this permit application. 
 
We are partnering with the Open Land Conservancy in 
another Valley Creek Restoration Partnership related pro-
ject.  This is known as the Valley Creek Stream Bank Sta-
bilization Project and is occurring on the southern side of 
Valley Creek just upstream of Church Road.  This project 
calls for the reconfiguration of a six-foot high vertical 
eroded streambank to become a flood plain bench and 
gradually tapered bank away from the stream.  I have 
had a number of calls from concerned members as the 
stream side vegetation was removed in preparation for 
the excavation work.  Be assured that what we will get 
after this project is completed will be much better for the 
stream.  We were contributing a sediment load of more 
than 2400 cubic feet in 11 months from that vertical 
bank.  There will be no in-stream work associated with 
this project.  All the work will occur on and from the 
southern streambank.  In order to do this project as eco-
nomically as possible we are hoping to have volunteers 
help with the seeding and application of the erosion pro-
tective matting as well as with a later tree planting.  Any-
one interested in participating in the volunteer work 
please email Neil McAloon at neilmcaloon@yahoo.com or 

call him at 610-647-7346. 
 
Finally is the spring issue of swimming pool discharges 
into streams, storm sewers or detention basins.  I am 
aware of at least three incidents where pool companies 
have been piping discharges directly to our streams.  It is 
illegal.  If you should see such an event or witness any 
other issue that may not be good for our streams please 
report it to the appropriate agency and us immediately.  
Time is extremely important. 

Pete Goodman 

(Continued from page 6) 

ENVIRONMENTAL UPDATE 

Valley Creek Workdays 
Yes we do have monthly workdays! 

When 
Saturdays following our General  

Meetings 
(2nd Saturday of each month)  

Where 
Details provided at our general meetings  

or contact either Rod or our Prez 

Why 
We are committed to protecting and preserving 
Valley Creek  - it’s also a great way to meet your 

fellow chapter members 

Want to Help? 
Call Rod Horton @ 610-666-6167  

“Nature is unconquerable.  Man cannot win in a strug-
gle against her, but he can live in harmony with her.  
She does not operate in separate compartments or 
with some circuits closed.  Everything is interrelated 
and interdependent.  

Charles K. Fox 
This Wonderful World of Trout 
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1987—1991 
As documented in “Living Waters: How to Save Your Local Stream” (Rutgers Univ. Pr., 1993) 

VFTU TIMELINE  

1987 At our spring Trout Show, 337 attendees saw the Trammel Crow Company and Roy F. Weston 
Company presented with an award recognizing their significant contributions to the preservation 
of an environmentally sensitive area of Crabby Creek.  

1987 From October through March, Mike Cattell organized a Eagle Scout project on West Valley Creek 
to create an in stream deflector. 

1988 PCB clean-up in Paoli went into high gear.  Houses downhill from the site were covered with plas-
tic up to the second story.  Contaminated soils were removed throughout the effected area  

1988 VFTU receives an unexpected check for $43,750 from Conrail for damages to Valley Creek as the 
result of PCB’s  

1988 400 meters of Valley Creek and 100 meters of Crabby Creek electro fished.  122 wild trout were 
counted in the Valley Creek section. 

1988 Carl Dusinberre notes, “I am amazed that trout are still in West Valley and Valley Creeks.  I was 
willing to work, cheerlead, donate, but was not optimistic.  Even now, I am not sure there will be 
trout in these streams in ten years…” 

1988 The proposed Churchill development plans to dump sewage effluent into West Valley Creek.  Joe 
Armstrong and John Johnson take action to prepare for the 537 hearing. 

1988 Thirty Boy Scouts and their troop leaders came out to the 537 hearing to review the Churchill 
plans for disposing of sewage.  

1989 Knickerbocker Landfill closes and Willard Rouse proposes new plans for Churchill which would not 
include stream discharge.   

1989 Valley Creek Committee III formed which in turn leads to “Keeper of the Stream” 

1990 VFTU membership increases to 350.  Monthly meeting turn out is good which, thanks to Carl 
Dusinberre, coincided with a good slate of speakers. 

1991 Four new volunteers show up on a February “Banknuts” work outing on West Valley Creek. 

1991 Rouse is once again proposing to build a package sewer plant—this time to dump effluent into 
Valley Creek.  VFTU, WCFG&W, and others in the Valley Creek Coalition unite.  Just as “Stopping 
a Railroad” united our organizations, the Churchill battle would bring us closer together. 
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Cut out and mail to:  VFTU, P.O. Box 1356, West Chester, PA  19380 

Valley Forge Trout Unlimited Membership Application 

 

OFFICERS 
President 
Pete Goodman 
2194 Valley Hill Rd. 
Malvern, PA  19355 
610-827-7619 
peteg@bee.net 
 
Vice President, Internal Affairs 
Andy Pancoast 
912 Deer Road 
Bryn Mawr, PA 19010 
610-496-3959  
awpancoast@hotmail.com 
 

Vice President, External Affairs 

Karl Heine 
152 Weeden Ct. 
West Chester, PA  19380 
610-363-7238 

Secretary 
Bob Jones 
1323 Spellman Dr. 
Downingtown, PA  19335 
610-466-0108 
bobjfurniture@comcast.net 

Treasurer 

Frank Donohoe 
17 Amy Lane 
Malvern, PA  19355 
610-993-9831 
Donohoes@netreach.net 

Environmental Chairman 

Joe Armstrong 
450 Lucky Hill Rd. 
West Chester, PA  19380 
610-436-6080 
 

Membership Chairman 
Jim Ferrier 
204 Jacqueline Dr. 
West Chester, PA  19382 
610-436-4232 
 

BOARD MEMBERS 
 

John Johnson 
1085 Harmony Hill Rd. 
Downingtown, PA  19335 
610-873-9062 
 

Jim Leonard 
1778 Lenape-Unionville Rd.  
West Chester, PA  19382 
610-793-1706 
jamesmleonard@hotmail.com 
 

Dave Macaleer 
21 Arrowpoint Dr. 
Glenmoore, PA  19343 
610-942-4254 
davenlynda@chesco.com 
Owen Owens 
1403 Carroll Brown Way 
West Chester, PA  19382 
610-399-1294 
IreneOwen@aol.com 

Robin Freisem 
1000 Caln Meeting House Rd 
Coatesville, PA  19320 
610-466-0341 
rfreisem@comcast.net 
 

Jerry Brumfield 
2054 Virginia Avenue 
Parkesburg, PA  19365 
610-857-4775 
flyreeldots@yahoo.com 
 

Jim Nelson 
424 Vineyard Lane 
Downingtown, PA  19335 
610-458-5065 
bnelson010@comcast..net 
 

Rod Horton 
1037 Shearwater Dr. 
Audubon, PA  19403 
610-666-6167 
horton_rl@verizon.net 

Fred Gender 
1132 King Hill Road 
King of Prussia, PA  19406 
610-783-0504 

 

 
 
 

 

Editor 
Tom Prusak 
37 Christiana Pike 
Christiana, PA  17509 
610-593-2365 
missey@comcast.net 

Business Manager 
Jim Ferrier 
610-436-4232 

Advertising Manager 
Charlie Griffen 
610-594-0648 

Layout & Graphics 
Tom Prusak 

Artist & Cartoonist 
Carl Dusinberre 
 
TU Websites 
www.tu.org 
www.valleyforgetu.org 

Send changes of  
address to: 
 
VFTU 
PO Box 1356 
West Chester, PA 19380 

 

 

VFTU Officers & Board of Directors Banknotes 

YES!  Please begin my one-year membership in Trout Unlimited. 
I understand my dues payment entitles me to all regular member-
ship benefits including a personal membership card and quarterly 
issues of Trout magazine.  VFTU members also receive our quarterly 
newsletter Banknotes. 

Name __________________________________________________________ 

Address  __________________________________________________________ 

 __________________________________________________________ 

 __________________________________________________________ 

City __________________________________________________________ 

State __________________________________________________________ 

Phone _________  -   ___________________________ 

Email ________________________________________ 

Chapter #290 Valley Forge, PA 

 
Trout Unlimited is incorporated as a 501(c) non-profit, educational, 
charitable organization and all monetary and property donations are 
tax deductible to the extent allowed by law.   

Please select membership category: 

 �  Introductory   $17.50 

 �  Regular  $35 

 �  Family/Contributor $50 

 �  Sponsor  $100 

 �  *Business  $200 

 �  Conservator  $250 

 �  *Individual Life $1000 (no further dues) 

 �  *Family Life  $1100 (no further dues)  

 �  Youth/Student $20     (under 18) 

 �  Senior  $20     (62 and older) 

Payment enclosed: 
(Make checks payable to Trout Unlimited) 

 

VISA/MasterCard# ______________________________________________  

               Exp Date ______ /_______  

              Signature  _____________________________________________ 

* 
Special 
Benefits  
for these 

Membership 
Categories! 

 

* 



VFTU GENERAL MEETINGS 
Fairfield Inn—Lionville 
Just north of Exton on Rt. 100 

General Meetings are held the 2nd 
Thursday of each month  

7:30 PM 
September thru May 

VFTU 
PO Box 1356 
West Chester, PA  19380 

Nonprofit Organization 
U.S. Postage 

PAID 
West Chester, PA 

Permit No. 74 
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There! 
 

CALENDAR OF EVENTSCALENDAR OF EVENTS  
  

September 14th 
Member Barbecue & Casting Competition 

October 12th 
Youghiogheny River Smallmouth Guide  

Scott Loughner 
October 28th 

100 Years of Conservation in Chester County 
Banquet & Silent Auction 
Whitford Country Club 


